
  
Thomas E. Brandon  

Acting Director  
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives  

U.S. Department of Justice  
  
Thomas E. Brandon became the Agency Head of the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) on 
April 1, 2015.  He was appointed ATF’s Deputy Director in 
October 2011.  As Acting Director, Mr. Brandon is 
responsible for ensuring that ATF fulfils its mission to 
protect the public from crimes involving firearms, 
explosives, arson, and the diversion of alcohol and tobacco 
products; regulates lawful commerce in firearms and 
explosives; and provides worldwide support to law 
enforcement, public safety, and industry partners.    
  
At the time of his appointment as Deputy Director,   
Mr. Brandon was serving as the Special Agent in Charge of 
the Phoenix Field Division, directing field operations for 
ATF in Arizona and New Mexico.    
  
A member of the Senior Executive Service and a seasoned law enforcement professional, Mr. 
Brandon began his ATF career as a Special Agent in 1989, with Detroit as his first office 
assignment.  Rising through the ranks at ATF, he served in  many management positions 
including Special Agent in Charge of the Phoenix Field Division and Special Agent in Charge 
of the Detroit Field Division; Supervisory Special Agent of the Detroit Arson and Explosives 
Enforcement Group; Special Agent with the Office of Inspection in Washington, DC; 
Supervisory Special Agent of the Achilles Enforcement Group in Los Angeles, California; and 
as the Division Intelligence Officer with the Phoenix, Arizona, Field Division.  Mr. Brandon 
also held the position of Chief, ATF National Academy, in Glynco, Georgia.   
  
Mr. Brandon is a member of several professional organizations including the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP).  He earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration from Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan, in 1987.   
  
Mr. Brandon proudly served in the United States Marine Corps from 1978 to 1982, where his 
assignments included Embassy duty in Rome, Italy, and Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.  Mr. Brandon is 
a native of New Jersey.    


