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Opening its doors in 1974 in Chicago, Native American Educational Services College was the first 
urban American Indian institution of its kind, a college run by and serving a Native population in a 
major US city. Before ceasing to offer college courses in 2005, NAES expanded to satellite campuses 
in Minneapolis, as well as reservations in Montana, Wisconsin, and New Mexico.  

NAES College served hundreds of students of diverse tribal affiliations, ages, and backgrounds, 
providing a community-based education grounded in public policy, tribal knowledge, community 
development and leadership, and more. While the college no longer offers accredited courses, NAES 
is still alive, still here, as an organization and across generations, territories, and communities. 
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Robert Dumont Jr.
Fort Peck (MT) Study Site
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Board of Directors
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● Open from 1974-2005

● 280+ graduates

● Bachelor’s degree

● Native faculty

● Community-based

● Tribal, urban, academic

● Student-directed

● Self-determination

● Indigenous languages

● Student field projects

● Library, bookstore, press

● Annual pow-wow





The NAES College Digital Library Project is a collaboration between NAES, the American Indian 
Association of Illinois, Northwestern University Libraries, and Northwestern’s Center for Native 
American and Indigenous Research. Institution-led and community-engaged, the project explores 
the NAES College library and archives, shares the stories of those who used and shaped the 
collection, and centers the experiences and creations that continue to emanate from this important 
and impactful urban American Indian institution.





● Storage space

● University of Chicago 

● AIAI

● University of New Mexico

● Community  

● Library collection

● Card catalog 

● Meeting notes & emails

● Course materials 

● School records

● Student field projects 

● Photographs

● Original books, signs & art

● A/V & digital 

● Language materials



NAES first graduate Willard LaMere with Paul Gibson 
American Indian Day in Illinois Proclamation Sept 13, 1982



Deliverables 

● Data

● Classification System

● Website

● White Paper

● Community Events & Engagement 

● New Futures





Process 

● Relationship building

● Team meals & meetings

● Archival research outings 

● Facebook page & group chat 

● Contacts with community 

● Events, conversations, stories 





Challenges 

● Collaboration across institutions

● Access to collection 

● Scope & focus 

● Community engagement
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NAES College Library Classification System (ca. 1980s)

RIGHT
NAES College Menominee Study Site (Wisconsin)



Successes 

● Archival research trips

● Knowledge & story sharing

● Classification system 

● Community events & engagement 



NAES Powwow at Mather High School, Chicago, IL NAES College Bookstore at Powwow 



Future(s) 

● Collection storage & stewardship

● Alumni association 

● Presentations & publications 

● Data visualizations 

● Collaborations with tribal libraries 

● New roles at Northwestern 



Thanks! Questions? ● sites.northwestern.edu/naes


