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PREFACE 

Consequent on the decision taken in January, 1978, a District Ce"1sus Handbook is 
,now being brought out for the first time for this Union territory as a programme of 1971 
Census Publications. It contains under Part X a~ in the precedin,~ Cen:;us, 3 sepllTate 
publications, namely, Part X A-Village and'Town Directory, Part X B-Primary Census 
Abstract, Part X C-Administrative ~tali~tic~. HO\vevcr, in lhi~ Union territory an "lhe parb 
have been combined ini0 a single volume. 

'It has taken years of relentless effort to bring out this publication. Moreover, 
constant checking and re-checking had to be made before it could be sent to the press for 
printing as al). error-free publication. The materials have been culled out and collated from 
various so,urces, many old records and departmental files had tc be explored into for the 
purpose. 

We bad to [ace stiff hurdles in the presentatio,l of this volume. The mosl glaring 
of these difficulties was the acute shortage of materials e ,peciaJly, in respect of the depart­
mental stati$tics. The reasons are obvious. 

Since this publication, (being the 'bench mark' reference tool) will be clHsulted for 
specific information in future, the material,> that could be obtained from various sources 
had to be sifted carefully for mak;,lg the contents complete and as far as possible, brief and 
precise. 

Although it is being published quite latc, the value of this publication cannot be 
gainsaid because of its being the first of its kind in this Union territory, providii13 neces~ry 
basis for comparison with the future District Census Hand books in respect 0 f structural changes 
over decades in this single district Union terri tufY. 

In the compilatiun of this vulum~, ( have been as~isted by a team of de\uled hard­
working colleague" ably led by the Assistant Director ~f CensLis Operations. My thanks 
are due to Shri A. K. Dutil, Assistant Dirccor of Census Operations(T), who has 'ery ably 
supervised the work and also drafted the rep.:>rt. 

I also appreciate the sincere and hard labour put in by S;Shri A. V. Ouseph, 
Statistical Assistant, K. N. K. Mullakoya, Draftsman, T. P. Abclullakoya, COml)utor, and 
A. Kidave, Assistant Compiler. Efforts of Shri K. N. K. Mullakoya, Draftsman deserve 
special commendation. Smt. O. M. Saraswathi, St,~n(\grapher and Shri A. C. Kid~.vc, L. D. 
Clerk have also given valuable help by typing out the tables and report neatly in good time. 

I am grat~ful to Shri P. Padmanabha, Registrar General and Census Commissioner, 
India for his encouragement in bringing out this volume. I am also grateful to Shri K. K. 
Chakravony, A. R. G. (Census) and Shri N. G. Nag, A. R. G., (S. S.,) for their valuable 
guidance in this connection. 

I also owe a debt of gratitude to a host of people in the Lakshadweep Administration 
who helped us in one way or another in bringing out this publication. As it is very difficult 
to thank each one of them individually, I take this opportunity to thank them all. 

I am also thankful to the Secretary to the Administrator and staff of the Las.shadweep 
Government Printing Press, Calicut for the interest taken by them in printing this volume. 

Kavarattti, 

26th March, 1979. 

\JI 

P. M. NArR 
Administrator and Ex-Ojficio 

Director of Census Operations. 





FIGURES AT' A GLANCE-1971 CENSUS 

POPULATION TOTAL 

RURAL 

URBAN 

Decennial population growth-rate 1961-1971 

Area in KM2 

Density of population per KM2 

Sex ratio (Numbtr of females per 1,000 males) 

Literacy rate (Percentage of literate.; and 
educated persons) 

Percentage of urban population to total pOpulation 

Percentage of workers to total population 
(Main activity only) 

Percentage to total workers 
(i) Cultivators 

(ii) Agricultural labourers 

(iii) Other workers 

Percentage of Scheduled Caste popUlation to 
total popUlation 

Percentage of Scheduled Tribe popUlation to 
total population 

Total number of census houses 
Total number of occupied residential houses 
Total number of households 
Number of islands 

Number of urban areas . 

Persons 
Males 
Females 

Persons 
Males 
Females 

Persons 
Males 
Females 

Persons 
Males 
Females 

Persons 
Males 
Females 

Persons 
Males 
Females 

Persons 
Males 
Females 

Persons 
Males 
Females 

Persons 
Males 
Females 

Persons 
Males 
Females 

Total 
Inhabited 
Uninhabited 

L. M. & A.j~lands 
Union territory 

31,810 
16,078 
15,732 

31,810 
16,078 
15,732 

*31.95 

32.0** 

994* 

978 

43.66 
56.48 
30.56 

26.15 
38.43 
13.60 

0.05 
0.06 

99.95 
99.94 

100.00 

92.86 
90.89 
94.88 

10,524 
5,160 
5,310 

27 
10 
17t 

L. M. & A. islands 
Di~trict 

31,810 
16,078 
15,732 

,31,810 
16,078 
15,732 

*31.95 

32.0** 

994'" 

978 

43.66 
56.48 
30.56 

26.15 
38.43 
13.60 

0.05 
0.06 

99.95 
99.94 

100.00 

92.86 
90.89 
94.88 

10,524 
5,160 
5,310 

27 
10 
17t 

- * The area of uninhabited islands have been also considered for the purpose of calculating the density. 
** This represents 'geographical area' figures supplied by Surveyor General, India. 
t 12 uninhabited islands a ld five islets. 



GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

The district of Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi 
'islands which i, co-extensive in area with Union 
territory, Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi islands 
lies in the south-western corner of India. This is not 
a compact district but consist of scattered coral islands 
which lie about 200-400 km. off the Kerala coast, 
between 80 and 12° 30' north latitude and between 71 0 

to 74° east longitude. The area of the district is 32 
square kilometres as per data supplied by the Surveyor 
General of India which according to the Administration 
is 28.5 square kilometres. The former relates to total 
geographical area while the latter represents the land 
use area only. 

2. These coral islands are conspicuous by the 
absence of hills, rivers, lakes etc.. However, each of' 
these islands except Androth has a beautiful lagoon. 

CLIMATE: 

Rainfall: 

3. Information on rainfall is recorded at four 
different stations viz., Minicoy, Amini, Andrcth and 
Agatti in this district. The rainfall in the southern ' 
island is more evenly distribu!ed than northern islands. 
During pre-monsoon period the northern islands get 
75-80 per cent of the total annual rains. While during 
post-monsoon months thcy receive between 20-25 
per cent of the rains. In the northern islands, rainfall 
gradually ebbs after Junc. This is not the case in the 
southern islands, where the secondary maximum is 
recorded in October in this regard. On an average, 
the number of rainy days in an year in the islands of 
this district are between 82 to 94. Number of rainy 
days are however, greater in the southern islands than 
in the northern islands. 

Temperature: 

4. The meteorological data received from the four 
stations, namely, Minicoy, Amini, Androth and Agatti 
reveal that temperature is more or less uniform in the 
islands of this district. It varies from 24 degree 
to 31 degree centigrade. 

Humidity: 

5. Because of the location of the district in midst 
of Arabian sea, the relative humidity is quite high. 
It varies from 72 to 75 per cent. The district experi­
ences frequent storms and cyclones. Usually, cyclonic 
depression, storms occur during the months of April 
and May and again during October to December. 
These depressions are usually associated with heavy 
rains. 

Fauna 1: 

6. The islands are conspicuous by the absence 
of varieties of animal species. Two species of rat viz., 

1 

Mus rattus and Mus refescens are very common. Bires 
such as tharathasi (Sternafuscata), Kadalkakka (Sterna 
bergiiveloz), Karifetu (Anous stolidus piletus), Chullu 
(Pluvialis dominical), Koluvayam (Nuemenius phaeopus) 
and Heron annal (Ardeola grayii) etc., are commonly 
seen in this district. Among reptiles, lizards are found 
mostly i.e., Grecko species, Calotes species and Mabuya 
species. Snakes are practically totally absent in the 
district. Other reptiles deserving mention are turtles 
such as Chelonia species, Era~mochelys species, Dermo­
chelys species etc" retc .. ' Among the frogs, Rana tigrina 
is the most common species here. Rhinoceros beetle 
(Oryclus'species),' cockrdaches (Periplanata species), 
mosquitoes of bQth Cuyex anq Anophilis species are 
largely found in, this district. The islands of the 
district are characterised by the presence of various 

'\ 
types of corals, the moat co~m(jn of these are Acro-
pora species, Porites species, Diploastrea species, 
Gonierstrea species and Lobophlthid species. The 
surrbunding sea abounds in varieties of fishes. The 
most common of which are' Tunas, Skipjack, Seer, 
Sailfish, Gear, Kingfish, Crooker, Streaker, Parrot, 
Trigger etc., etc.. . 

Flora 2: 

7. Like faul1a the flora of this district are not 
much variegated. The most common crop th~t is grown 
here is coconut (Cocos nucifera). Drumstick (Moringa 
species), bread fruit (Artocarpus species) are also com­
monly found. Banana (Musa paradisica) Colocassia 
(Colocassia species), Chilly (Capsicom species) Cucum­
ber (Cucumis species) are found to grow. Of late plants 
like common pepper (Piper species) and tapioca (Mani­
hot species) have been introduced, while plants like 
seagrass namely, Thalassia species and Cymodacca 
species grow abundantly in the surrounding lagoons. 

Forest: 

8. The district is again conspicuous by the 
absence of forest of any kind. 

Mineral resources: 

9. The coral atolls are very rich in phosphate 
deposit. The deposits in the islands of the district 
are, however, of low grade (13.4 per cent of P2 Os). 
In some of the islands, the sample contains between 
11 to 21.5 per cent of P2 0 3, It is estimated that the 
phosphate reserve is about 0.12 million tonnes. 3 The 
survey carried out by Geological Survey of India during 
(1967-'71) also reveals large deposit of calcium carbo­
l1ate in the surrounding lagoons. 
" 

1, 2 : Gazetteer: Lakshadweep, Coimbatore, 1977 
page 14-27. 

3. Gazetteer of India: Lakshadweep, Coimbatore, 
1977 page 13. 



Geological formation: 

10. It is said that these islands and reefs were 
formed as a result of the coral -growths over the con­
tinuation of the AravaIli System of rock of RajastMn 
and Gujarat. Tpe islands are generaJIy aligned from 
north to south with one exception Jlamely, Androth, 
which lies east to west. The islands are havi,lg natural 
protection in the eastern side by beaches. The. atolls, 
show the various stages of developments of the Islands. 
The reefs at Cheriyapani, PerJmalpar and Suheli 
represent the early stages of deveJopment, whereas the 
reefs at Kalpeni, Kavaratti, Agatti, Kadmat, Chetlat 
and Kiltan show the intermediate and advanced stages 
of development respectively and growtl,_ of the island~ 
on the eastern reef margin ha,; been checked by various 
factors. 

Brief history: 
11. There are no documents or records to sub­

stantiate the early history of the district. Tradition, 
however, assigns the first s,~ttlement of the district t? 
a ship wreck numbers of MalayaJis who were on th~Ir 
way to bring King Cheraman Perumal from M~cca 1.n 
the nineth- century. Originally, therefore, the mhabl­
tants were all Hindus, and that they were converted 
to Islam, it is said, in the thirteenth century or so by 
an Arab saint called Munbc 1\1ulyaka alias Ubeidulla. 

The conversion of the King of the Maldives, 
Siri Bavanditta by a Muslim apostle known as Shaikh 
Yusuf Shainsud-din of Tarlz took place in the year 
548 Hegira (i.e. 1153 AD)-it is therefore,. c<?njectured 
that the Hindus of the Laccadives resisted conversion 
for quite some time. 

The early settlers had acknowledged tbe authority 
of the Kolathiri Raja. Although the Portuguese, 
British and Arab landed in the district from time to 
time on their way to mainlands of India but this 
district luckily escaped their wrath as experienced by 
the Maldivians at thai t.ime. In 1897, however, this 
district suffered at the ha)lds of British pirates led by 
Captain Kidd. Fortunately their plunder was shl)rt 
lived and they left the place in haste. 

Until 1791, the rule of Ali Raja continued when 
it passed on to the British with the conquest of 
Cannanore in that year. However, 'Bibi' of Cannanore 
was allowed to retain her hold on the district by 
paying an annual tribute (Peshkash). This arrange­
ment continued till 1875 when Britishers finally took 
over the administration of the Laccadive group of 
islands of this district. 

Wh.:reas, the Amind;vi group of islands, the 
northern group of five had experienced different turn 
of events. For more than two centuries, like other 
group of islands they were also under the control of 
Ali Rajah of CaJlnallv,'e but the inhabitants of this 
group of islands shifted their allegiance to Mysore in 
the last quarter of eighteenth century. With the 
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conquest of Srirangapattana by the East India Com­
pany, the Amindivi group of islands also became a 
part of the South Canara District. 

Thus the Amindivi group of i~lands were under 
the jurisdiction of South Canara whereas the other 
islands were under the jurisdiction of Malabar district 
and were under the direct British rule from third 
quarter of nineteenth century onwards till the independ­
ence of the comltry in 1947. 

In November, 1956, the Government of India 
reorganised the Laccadives, Amindivi and Minicoy to a 
Union territory (which is, coextensive with the district) 
and placed it under at} Administrator whose head­
quarters at the outset were located at Kozhikode 
(Calicut) which were. subsequently transferred to 
Kavaratti island durin~ the l~st decade, i.e. around 
1964.' i I 

PRESENT ADMINISTRATIVE SET-UP: 

12. FC;)f the pur'~ose of ~even'oo administration 
the Unio_l territory, which is also one district territory­
h.1S been divided into fO-clr taluks (v\de table II of 
village dircctpry). Each taluk is under the charge of 
a Tahsildar except Minicoy where the charge is vested 
on a Deputy Collector. The headquarters of the 
T~hsildars and Deputy Collectors are at Kavaratti, 
A!ldroth, Amini and Minicoy respectively. In each 
island tbe primary revenue collection is vested on aI). 
official called'Amin'. Regarding district administra­
tion such as, law dnd order, development etc., the 
Collector-cum-Development Commissioner take care of, 
with his headquarters at Kavaratti, however, uilder 
the direct control of the Administrator. He is also 
bistrict Magistrate. There are in addition, one 
Additional District Magistrate and three Executive 
Magistrates Linder him. There is one Settlement Officer, 
assisted by three Assista,lt Settlement Officers to look 
after the affairs of lalld and land revenue. The 
Sealement Officer is also the Additional District 
Magistrate. The Superilltendent of Police is in-charge 
of the pol~ce force and the police department in the 
district, while Administrator happens 'to be, the 
Inspector General of Police as well. Judicial matters 

'are under the charge of a Sub-J udge, who is also a Judi­
cial Magistrate having his headqu:lrters at Kavaratti. 
The court of S,]bordinate Judge is also situated at 
KaYaratti. Itl additioll there are two Munsiff Courts, 
one eacb at Amini and Androth. The general 
administratioil of the Union territory, as a whole, 
and vari6us depannents concerned with the develop­
meat of the district are managed by a fulfledged 
Secretariat al1d various Directorates respectively, under 
the overall coatrol and supervision of the Administra­
tor with their headquarters at Kavaratti. 

4. Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi Islands. The 
Publication Division, Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, Government of India, New Delhi 1960, 
page 8-12. 
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13. There is a Citizen Council in each island. 
of the district. There are two Advisory Committees, 
one attached to Home Minister of the Government 
of India while the other is associated with the 
Administrator of the Union territory. These bodies 
are consulted on all the important matters of the 
administration of the district. The first committee 
has five non-official members while the second has ten 
non-official members (1970), all of them are nominated. 
In addition, there is a Wakf Board to look after the 
wakf properties of the distric~. It has been consti-· 
tuted with effect from 1st October 1965. Although, 
there have been restriction., on entry even in earlier 
days but a uniform regulation covering the whole 
district came into force in 1967 ·only. Laccadive, 
Minicoy and Amindivi Isla,lds (Restrictions on entry 
and Residence Rules) were framed and issued under 
section 9 of the Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi 
Islands (Laws) Regulation, 1965. 

Land system and tenancy: 

14. The land system in Lakshadweep at the out­
set was followed more or less on the same pattern as 
prevalent in the Malabar coast. When the islands 
were brought under the British Rule (1912), the therr 
Administration converted the unoccupied land into 
the Governmnet lands, and regularised the system of' 
granting lease to the islanders. The lands in the 
district may, therefore, be broadly divided into two 
groups viz., private lands (Jenmam) :l11d GoverJlment 
lands (Pandaram). The ownership of the land vested 
with the private individuals called 'Jenmam'. They 
are not required to pay land revenue or other kind of 
taxes for their holdings. Whereas, lands belonging to 
Government (Panda ram) could be taken on lease. 
(Cowles), against payment of token taxes. The latter 
system resulted in the establishment of ownership 
right by the lessee and their sub-lessee in due course 
of time although it did not contemplate in the tenancy 
right. There is another form of tenancy 'Nadappo' 
prevalent in some of the parts of this district. No 
land records are kept in the district. There is how-
ever, a kind of register maitltained, known as 'Paimash' 
which shows the number of coconut trces held by an 
individual in Government land (Pandaram) and the 
amount of tax paid by him to the Government.. 
Similarly, in Amini group of islandS' there is a kind of 
register maintained which shows the details of coconut 
trees, and the record of the owners. However, 
there are no records to show the details of land held 
by the individuals or identification of holdings. Of 
late, for the purpose of deciding the rightful ownership 
and to solve disputes arising out of it, certain regula­
tions have been enacted in the district, such as (i) 
Laccadive, Minicoy and Amilldivi Survey and Bo·,mda­
ries Regulation, 1959, (ii) Land Revenue and Tenancy 
Regulation, 1965, (iii) Laccadive, Minicoy and Amin­
divi Islands Protection of Scheduled Tribes Regulation, 
1965 empowers the Administration to confer 
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occupancy right of the 'Cowledars' who are in occupa­
tion of the Government lands. As the basic land records 
and the records of the ownership right are still under 
preparation, consolidation of the holdillgs of the 
island has yet to be finalised. A comprehensive land 
system supported by the survey and settlement is being 

. carried out at the moment. 

Population: 

15. In 1971 the popUlation of the district was 
31,810. According to 1971 census the population has 
grown up by 7,702, thereby giving a decadal percentage 
variation of 31.95 ,which is the highest during the last 70 
years. The high rate of the growth of population 
during this decade is attributed, mainly to two factors, 
namely, decline in death-rate due to improved medical 
facilities, sanitation and seneral health conditions and 
in-migration of 'severaC mainlanders to these islands 
because of the shifting of headquarter from mainland 
to the island. The following taple gives the growth rate 
in the district during the last 70 years. 5 

Table 1 
\ 

Variation in population from 1901-71 

Year Persons Decade variation Percentage 
decade variation 

1901 13,882 
1911 14,555 +673 +4.85 
1921 13,637 -918 -6.31 
1931 16,040 +2403 + 17.62 
1941 18,355 +2,315 + 14.43 
1951 2] ,035 +2,680 +14.60 
1961 24,108 +3,073 + 14.61 
1971 31,810 +7,702 +31.95 

16. It may be observed from the above table that 
there are three distinct phases of growth of population 
in the district. Up to 1921, the growth was slight or 
negative, while during 1931-6], the growth remained 
more or less constant and moderate. The last decade 
has experienced an upswing. The negative growth 
over the decade 1911 to 1921 is the part 0 f the general 
phenomellon that has been experienced all over the 
country. It has been caused by many factors most 
important of which is the killer epidemic (influenza) 
that took heavy toll of lives during the period. 

Density of Population: 

17. The density of population for the district as 
a whole works out 994 persons per square kilometre, 
which is the highest for a rural district in the country as a 
whole. Within the district the highest density is 
observed at Amini, which is 1,747 persons per square 
kilometre, while lowest is in the Kadmat island which 
is 779 persons per square kilometre. Even the lowest 

5. Table A· If decadal variation in population 1901-1971 
series 29, Part II A: Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi 
islands. Census of India 1971, Coimbatore 1973. Page 11 



density that has been represented by Kadmat is quite 
above the highest rural densities observed in the rural 
areas of the mainland of our country. 

Rural Population: 

18. The entire district is rura). There are 10 
inhabited and 12 uninhabited islands with 5 attached 
islets in the whole of the district. The average number 
of persons per inhabited village works out to 3, I 8 I. 
The percentage distribution of rural population by 
size gr9uP of villages is given below: 

Table 2. 
Percentage distribution of villages (islands) 

and population by size class, 1971.6 

Size class 

Less than 500 
500 to 999 
1000 to 1999 
2000 to 5000 
5000+ 

Percentage of villages 
to total number of 

villages 

10.00 

10.00 
60.00 
20.00 

Percentage to 
total rural 
population 

0.35 

3.77 
62.03 
33.85 

80 per cent of villages fall within the class range 2,000 

to 5,000, and 5,000 above, Whereas these groups 

constitute about 96 per cent of the total population. 

In 196] the position was little different. That is, 80 

per cent of the total villages was in the two si;ze classes 

namely, 1,001) to 1,999 and 2,000 to 5,000. which 

constituted above 95 per cent of population which 

means that the shifts have taken place from 1,000-

.1,999 to 2,000-5,000 and from 2,000-5,000 to 5,000 

plus over the last decade. 

Migration: 

19. The number of per~ons born (i) at, the place 
of enumeration, (ii) elsewhere in the district and (iii) 
outside the district which is co-extensive in area with 
the Union territory Of Laccadive, M,inicoy and Amindivi 
as per 1971 is given below: 

Table 3 

Population by place ,of birth, 197 J.7 

Persons Total population Place of enumeration ' Elsewhere in the district Outside the district 

Population Percentage Population Percentage 
-~-~-- ---

T: 31,810 

M: 16,078 

F: 15,732 

100 

100 

100 

28,637 

13,949 

14,688 

90.03 

86.76 

93.36 

20. 'It is evident from the above table [hat the majo­
rity of the population have been in the place of enumera­
tion itself. In fact between 90 per cent to 95 per cent 
of the total population has been either in the place of 
enumeration or in some other p:lrt of the district. It 
is, thus, apparent that a small percentage of population 
of the district is comprised of the migrants. Thus, 
the population of the distrrct is more or less static in 
nature. 

Sex Ratio: 

21. In 1971 the sex ratio (number of females per 
1,000 males) was 978 in the district. The following 
statement gives the sex ratios in the district as a whole 
and Kavaratti island, the district headquarter, in 1961 
and 1971 respectively. 

Table 4 

Sex ratios (Females per 1,000 males) in 
1961 and 1971 

District/Island 

Laccadive, Minicoy and Amilldivi 
islands 

K~lVaratti 

Sex Ratio 

1961 1971 

1,020 978 
954 810 

4 

Population Percentage Population Percentage 

1,315 

888 

427 

4.13 

5.52 

2.71 

1,858 

1,241 

617 

5.84 

7.72 
3.93 

22. It is evident that over the decade the sex 
ratio has cll1nged considerably, and this is more 

.. pronounced in Kavaratti island. The change has taken 
place in favour of males, or in other words there are 
more m~lcs per thousand females now in the district 
and especially at the headquarters. 

Age distribution : 

23. The whole popUlation of the district may be 
grouped under following categories: Infant child, 
,young boys and girls, young men and women, middle 
aged men and women, old men and women as given in 
the table below: 

SI 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Table 5 

Percentage distribution of population by 
age groups, 1971. 

No. Age Classification of Percentage to 
group population total population 

0 Infant 2.94 
1- 4 Children 12.71 
5-14 Young boys and girls 25.16 

15-34 Young men and women 33.43 
35-59 Middle aged men and women 20.68 
60+ Old men and women 5.08 

6. Ibid p. 17. 
7. Table D-l, Population classifit'd by Birth, series 29 Part II-D. 

Migration Tables. Census of India, 1971, Coimbatore, 
pp.3-9. 
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24. It is evident that sl. nos. 1,2 and 3 constitute 
about 41 per cent of population of this district which 
compares well with the All India pattern. The sl. nos. 
4 to 5 constitute over 54 per cent of the total population, 
while the s1. no. 6 constitutes just a little over 5 per cent 
of the total population. The break down of the whole 
population into quinquennial ages starting with age 
group 0-5 and ending with 60+ and then grouping 
together the first three age groups as the base we 
arrive at all age pyramid having a broad base which is 
suggestive of youthful nature of the population of the 
district. It is also suggestive of the future growth of 
population in the district indirectly and also the fact 
that the district administration have to invest more 
funds for schools, medical facilities etc., in the future. 
The population of the age groups 0-14 years and 60+ 
years together further indicate a high dependency ratio 
for the district. 

Marital status: 

25. According to 1971 Census 41.54 per cent of 
the total population of the district has been recorded 
as married, 19.53 per:cent males and 22.01 per cent 
females. Never married persons account for 51.76 
per cent of total population, males being 29.60 and 
females 22.16. The widows/widowed are 4.20% while 
divorced or separated persons constitute 2.50 per cent 
of the total population. The following table shows 
the marital status of the population of the district 
belonging to different age groups classified into never 
married, married, widowed/divorced or separated and 
others. 

Table 6 

Age and Marital status, 1971. 

Age group Never Married Widowed/Divorced Others 
married 

AU age 
groups 51.76 
0-9 100.00 

10-14 98.06 
15-19 71:81 
20-24 31.42 
25-29 12.24 
30-49 2.20 
50+ 0.76 

41.54 4.20 

1.77 
25.67 0.13 
63.34 0.19 
81.82 0.93 
88.97 4.35 
66.07 29.36 

or separa­
ted 

2.50 

0.17 
2.39 
5.05 
5.01 
4.48 
3.81 

-

26. The table reveals that most of the population 
upto age 19 years do not get married u~ually, which 
means that marriage takes place beyond this age group 
only. Most of the people beyond 19 years of age are 
generally married. Divorce rate is high within the 
age groups 20-24, 25-29, whereas widow/widowed are 
mainly found in the age groups beyoad 50 years. 
Early marriage is in fact contrary to the common belief 
in this regard. 

5 

Literacy and Education: 

27. 1971 Census reveals that there are 17,921 
persons illiterate and 6,362 literate without educational 
level. There are 4905, 1598, 668, 117, 87 and 152 
persons having primary, middle, matriculation or 
higher secondary, non-technical diploma or certifica~e 

not equal to degree, technical diploma or certificate 
not equal to degree, and graduates and above respect­
ively in this district.s In terms of percentage, 
illiterates work out 56.33, while literates without 
educational level work out 20 per cent only. Whereas 
the percentages'ofliterate population having educational 
standard are as follows: Primary 15.41, middle 5.02, 
·matriculation 'or higher seconda~y 7.10, and others 
having technical and Ron-technical diplomas (equiva-, I 
lent or not equivalent de~rees) and graduates and 
above is 1.11. ; 

28. Percentage of litqracy to total population by 
age and sex for the district is given in the following 
table. 

Table 7 
Literacy by age grobp, 1971. sa 

Age group Persons Male Female 

5-14 48.53 54.40 41.94 
15-34 65.62 83.86 48.49 
35+ 37.00 60.00 30.79 

29. Percentage of literates among children out of 
total population in that age group (5-14 years) is 
48.53. Whereas male literate children out of total 
male in the population work out 54.40 per cent and 
the female literates' out of total females in the age 
group are 41.94 per cent. In the age group 15-34, out 
of total population, 65.62 percent is literates. Male 
literates in the same age group out of the total male 
population are 83.86 per cent. While female literates 
out of total female population il1 the same age group 
work out to 48.49 per cent. Whereas in the last age 
group 35+, oaly 37 per cent of the toral popUlation 
of that age group is literate; it is 60 per cent and 13.71 
per CMt for male alld female literates out of total 
males and females in that age group respectively. It 
means that highest concentration of literates are found 
i~ the age groups 15-34 followed by the preceding age 
group 5-14 years. 
Language: 

30. The mlin lallguage spoken in this district is 
Malayalam which constitutes 83.90 perce.1t of the total 
speakers in the district. 86 and 8 ~ per ceat of total 
male and female popUlation of the district respectively 
speak in that language. Rest of the speakers (16.10) 
speak either of the following languages, namely, 
Bengali, English, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Konkani, 

s. C III J-'art A-Age, Sex and Education in all ages, series 1, 
Part 1) C (ii) Census of India 1971, New Delhi. p.l00-101 
Sa. Education: All children of the age-group 0-4 years are 
treated as illiterate even if the child is attending school and has 
picked reading anJ wnting a few words. 



Marathi, Punjabi, Tamil, TelllgU, Tulu and Urdu: It 
is rightly therefore that the medium of instruction 
followed in the academic institutions is Malayalam in 
the district. 

Religion: 

31. Following table gives population by religion 
in the district as per Censlls 1971. 

Table 8. 

Religion, 1971. 

Religion Population Percentage of 
population 

Christians 239 0.75 
Hindu 1,545 4.86 
Muslim 30,019 94.37 
Sikh 4 0.01 
Other religion 3 0.01 
All religion 31,810 100.00 

32. It is evident that the whole district is predo­
minantly Islam in religion. Next important religion 
in the district is Hindu, which comtitutes, btlt only 
4.86 per cent in compariso.1 to 94.37 per cent Muslims. 
All other religioll'> on the other ha!1d have recorded 
less than 1 per cellt followers in the d;strict. 

Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes: 

33. There is no Scheduled Castes population i.l 
the district. Whereas, 92.86 per cent of the total 
populatioll of the district is Sch<:duled Tribe. Accord­
ing to Scheduled Tribe List (Modification) Order, 1956, 
the inhabitants of Laccac1ive, Minicoy and Amindivi 
islands who, and both of who~e parents were born in the 
islands of the district are considered as scheduled 
tribe.8b The statcme,ll below gives the percentage of 
scheduled tribe population to total males and females 
in each of the isla,lds in the district. 

Table 9: 

Percentage distribution 0; Scheduled Tribes 

in the islands of the District, 1971. 

District/ Islands 

Laccadive, Minicoy a.id 
Amindivi islands 
Minicoy 
Kalpeni 
Androth 
Agatti 
Kavaratti 
Amini 
Kadmat 
Kiltan 
Chetlat 
.Bitra 

Percentage of Scheduled tribe 
Male Female 

90.89 
85.45 
95.20 
94.00 
%.55 
78.71 
94.36 
')·1.13 
94.77 
93.90 

100.00 

94.88 
93.64 
95.66 
96.84 
97.40 
87.31 
95.83 
96.57 
97.18 
97.21 

100.00 
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34. Except Kavaratti, all other islands of the 
district are having scheduled tribe population more thM 
ninety per cent of the total population whereas in Bitra 
it is cellt per cent. Kavaratti, being headquarters of 
the district, inhabits more non-tribal popuiatioJ1 who 
are fouad 10 man the Admi)listration, educational insti­
tutions and other Central and district establishmellts. 

Housing: 

,'15. TOLllnumber of Cells us houses in the district 
are 10,524, of which 712 are vacaat (at the time of 
Ce'lS.lS house listing). Out of the remaining, 3,170 
hO_lses are used for residential purposes, 1,938 houses 
are used as w,)rkshop-ctim-residence (including house­
hold industries) and the ,rest are used for various other 
purposes as is evidellt from the "table given below: 

Table 10. 

Census Houses, and uses to whl~h they are 

put in the district, 1971. 9 

Cer.sus Houses Tota, Percentage 

Total num Jer of Census houses 10,524 100 
Ce.l<;us house;; vacant at the time 
or house listi;lg 712 6.76 
Occupied houses 9,812 93.24 

(i) Residence 3,170 30.12 
(ii) Workshop-cum-residence 

including household 
industry 1,938 18.41 

(iii) Business houses and 
offices 104 0.99 

(iv) Factor;cs, workshop 130 1.24 
(v) Shops excluding eating house 305 2.90 

(vi) Resmural1t and eating 
place etc .. 51 0.48 

(vii) Place of worship 345 3.28 
(viii) And others 3,769 35.81 

36. It is ev;d'~ilt that out of total, 93.2,-1- per cent 
houses is ased for OJIC or other purposes, and more 
thail 30 per ceM is used f,)r residential purpose alone. 
More than IS per cent houses is used as workshop-cum­
resideJlce (il1duding hous-::hold industry). Percentages 
of houses llSed for business, place ofworsl1ip, restaurant 
etc., work Ollt to 0.99, 3.28, 0.48 respectively. An 
examinltion of the materials of walls and roof of the 
Census Houses shows that the predomi,lant materials 
used both for wall add roofare those locally procurable, 
such as gr.;ls~, leaves, stOlle, etc. However, the use of 
materials for walls and rOOfS for the buildings constru­
cled by the district administration differ appreciably 
fro111 those constructed by the local people. For 

Sb. SocL,\ r.nd Cultural Tables. series I Part ll-(i) Census of 
India 1971. New Delhi, 1977 : page 142. 

9. Table H HI, series 29 Census of Il1c1ia 1971, Coimbatore 1976. 
pp. 120. 
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example, for the walls in the buildings constructed by 
the Administration stolle and cement, while for the 
roofs asbestos, corrugated iron or tin sheets are 
gellerally used. Whereas, the local inhabitants use for 
their roofs maill1y tiles, slate, shingle or thatches and 
for their walls, mud, stone or thatches. 

Households classified by number of rooms available 
and members occupying in the district are given (as per 
1971 Census) in the following table: 

Table 11. 

Distribution of households by number of 
rooms and population 

House Percentage of households Percentage of 
hold to total households in each population in 

group ear.h group 

With 1 room 13.43 7.83 
2 rooms 33.56 29.17 
3 rooms 22.61 23.29 
4 rooms 13.26 15.91 
5 rooms and above 16.61 23.80 

Unspecified 0.53 
All types 100 100 

37. It will be evident from the table above, 7.83 
per cent of the total popuhtion belongs to the house­
holds having one room only. While percentage of 
households having 1 room to total households works 
out 13.43. About one third households having 2 rooms 
which constitute 29.17 per cent of the total populatioll. 
Households having 3 rooms constitute 22.61 percent of 
the total households, and contai',l :n.29 percent of the 
total popUlation in them. Only one sixth ofthe total 
households has 5 rooms or more. which cOi1tains about 
one fourth of the total popUlation of the district. 

38. It is thus, evident that most of the house­
holds ill the district have 2 to 3 rooms in the main. 

39. There are in all 15,881 rooms available for 
over 31,000 popUlation and 5,000 house,nolds. On an 
average, therefore, there is Olle room for 2 persons and 
3 rooms for one household in the district. Almost all 
the houses and buildings in the district are single 
storeyed. There are inherent difficulties associated with 
the construction of houses add buildings of double 
~toreys or treble storeys in the district. Besides the 
difficulties of transporting materials from the mailliand, 
supply of drinking water to the buildings having 
vertical extensioll poses serious problem. In the district, 
the volume of fresh water is fOlllld o'aly to a depth of 
6 metre to 7.5 metre below the surface floating peril­
ously over the saline water level. Hence, indisci'iminate 
pumping of sweet water, or large amount of withdrawal 
of sweet water will affect th.:: delicate babncc. More­
over, construction cost for the buildings of v.:rtical 
extensioll will be also exorbitant. COllsideri llg all the 
above facts, as cited, locally available materials are 
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generally relied upon for the COllstruction of houses and 
buildings limited to single storey only in the district. 
It may, however, be noted that two thirds of the houses 
and buildings in the district which are suitable for 
being electrified are provided with power connections. 
However, the cost per, unit of electricity is very high 
because of the high cost of generating electricity in the 
power-houses with the help of High Speed Diesel. 
Households get their water supply through draw wells, 
small ponds and ditches which are generally located at 
the vicinity of the households. 

Economic activity: 

40. The entire ~JPulation of the district can be 
divided broadly into two cIa,ssess, namely, economically 
active, that is 'worJ~er', a~ economically non-active, 
that is 'non-worker'. Out: of tdtal population, 26.1 
per cent persolls is' workers. 38.4 per cent and 13.6 
per cent of the total maJes andfe.males)espectively are 
workers. The following table gives the percentage 
distribution of working population in the 9 categories 
of w09kers as adopted in 1971 Censlls. 

Table 12. 

Percentage distribution of workers by nine 
categories, 1971. 

Category Percentage 

i) Cultivators 0.1 
jj) Agriculturallabourers 

iii) Live-stock, forestry, fishitlg, hunting, 
plantations etc. 26.7 

iv) Mining and quarryillg 
v) (a) Household iJldustry 30.1 

(b) Other than Household industry 5.6 
vi) Construction 7.6 

vii) Trade a,ld Commerce 3.4 
viii) Tramport, storage and communication 5.6 

ix) Other services 20.9 

41. It transpires from the table that the workers 
of the district are mainly engaged in household industry, 
plantation, and other services. Although the district 
as a whole, is a rural Otle, yet we do not find cultivators 
or agriculturallab0urer as are evident in other rural 
district~ of the country. This is due to the fact that 
paddy, wheat etc., are not cultivated in the islands 
because of the ilolhlvailability of sufficient land and 
also due to irrigation problems. The inhabital1ts mainly 
grow COCOllut in the la'lds available to them. There­
fore. apart from plant:ltion they eak out their subsis­
te,lce from fishing, household industry and other 
services. In the household industry females are engaged 
more ill numbers than the males. Usually there are 
thice females for one male ill this category of economic 
activity. Because of the spread of education in the 
distrid, the category 'other services' also shows a good 
repl\'!se,ltation. In this category are included such 
activities which require some education or skill. 



42. It is further, noticed that both among the 
working and non-working classes there are more 
illiterate females than illiterate males. Both among the 
male and female working class population, literates 
without educational level constitute the largest propor­
tion ofworkers,28.16 per cent and 18/j per cent respecti­
vely which are closely followed by the population having 
primary education. However, proportion of females in 
this respect is far below the level of their coanterpart. 
Thereafter, both sexes show progressive decline. The 
pattern is, however, the same as evident amoilg the 
workers having primary educatio,l. 

Table 13. 

Percentage distribution of workers and non-workers 

according to educational level, 1971. 

Percentage of Percentage of 
Educational level population amon~ population among 

working class non-working class 
Males Females Males Femalee 

Illiterate 26.3 66.2 54.3 70.0 
Literate without 
educational level 28.2 18.6 18.1 17.9 
Primary 26.3 9.2 19.3 8.6 
Middle 7.1 1.6 7.6 2.7 
Matriculation or 
higher secondary 7.7 1.8 0.6 0.7 
Above matriculation 4.4 2.6 0.1 0.1 

43. 73.9 per cent of the toLal populatiotl is catego­
rised as non-workers which includes persons like full 
time students, those attendil1g to household duties, 
dependents and infants, retired persons, rentiers, 
beggars, vagrants, etc., etc. The following table shows 
the break-up of these peopl\: in the district as per 1971 
Census. 

Table 14. 

Non-workers in the district, 1971. 

Categories 

Full time students 
Household duties 
Dependents 
Retired, renticr and business 
Independent means 
Beggars and vagrants 
Inmates of penal, me<ltal and 
charitable instituti0m 
Others 
Total 

Persons Percentage to 

6,340 
7,693 
8,623 

518 

2 

19 
297 

23.492 

tota I non-working 
population 

26.99 
32.75 
36.71 
2.20 

0.01 

0.08 
1.26 
100 

44. First three categories constitute the bulk of 
the non-working population in the district. 
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People and Custom: 10 

45. The whole district may be divided into two 
groups in this respect, namely (i) Minicoy island 
(ii) other islands. The ethnic composition of the 
Minicoy isl:lnd is comprised ofland owning Manikfans, 
od<lm owning Thakrufans, odam plying Thakrus, and 
Ranries, like four distinct caste among the Hindus. 
However, their caste structure is not so rigid like Hindu 
caste structure, although there are certain prerogatives 
and restrictio,1S associated with each group. For 
imt:.ll1ce, Mal1ikfans have the privilege to wear gold 
ornaments, garments made of silk with fixed design so 
that they can be distingllished. Thakrufans can wear 
g . .)ld ornaments and plit on silk garment'>, but they 
should never use the same design as adopted by the 
Manikfans. Thakrus, on the bther hand are allowed 
to use silver ornaments and cotton dresses only, while 
Rayeries are denied almost all these privileges. At 
the present time, however, the restrictions are not so 
strici.ly adhered to. In fact changes in this regard are 
discernible. The custom among the Minicoyans are 
purely mu:trilocal and matrilineal. ThC head of the 
family is usually the eldest woman of the household. 
Female dominance is unmistakably evident almost in 
dery sphere of Minicoyan's life. Although Minicoyans 
are all Muslims, monogamy is however, the rule in this 
part of the district. 

46. Mahl is the spoken language of the 
Minicoyans which is akin to the Janguage spoken at 
Maidives. Minicoyans' language is poor in vocabulary. 
Marriage usually takes place after the courtship where 
the consent of both the parties are more important than 
their elders. Marriage usually takes place within 
the same group, however, intergroup marriages are 
not rarc. Usually, the children of such inter caste 
marriage gets the status of the parents belonging to 
the higher caste. 

As stated earlier, in Minicoy after the 
marriage, husband shifts to the residence of his 
wife and becomes fultledged member of the wife's 
household. Inheritance is through the female line. 
The Minicoyans arc divided into nine athiries, each 
athiri has a common village-house, and a common 
benefit fund. Men, women and children of each 
'athiri: have separate associations of their own. Athici 
assembly is called 'Bomedu', which is for men is known 
as 'Piriheng Bomedu' and female is known as 'Angbang 
Bomedu'.: The traditional dress of the women is 
known as 'Libus' which is a long garment made of red 
cloth with bbck sirips. The under-garment is either 
blue or green. The head dress consists of a black piece 
of cloth with white or red boarders commonly known 
a.i 'Phatugan'. 

10 1. District Gazetteer, Lakshadweep, Coimbatore, 1971. 
2 Lakshadweep annual 1977, Vol. XIII No.3. 
3. Lakshadweep annual 197,<, Vol. XIV No. 13. 
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47. The women of the caste groups viz., 
Manikfans, Thakrufans, Thakru and Ravery are known 
by the names of 'Monikka', 'Bifan',' 'Bibi' and 
'Kambilu' respectively. In Minicoy, women enjoy 
equal right and status with theirlmale counterparts. 
They have considerable freedom in personal and 
matrimJnial matters. Folk dances and folk songs are 
quite c(,mmon among the Minicoyans. The folk songs 
and dances usually depict joys and sorrows of the 
people. The theme usually veers around love, chivalry, 
sacrifice, prayer etc. The common folk dances are 
'Lava' ~nd 'Beru'. The 'Lava' dance is most popular 
and usually performed by the male /Plk of lowest 
caste namely Raveri. There are, special costumes and 
head gears for the purpose. 'Beru' is another form of 
'Lava' and is performed by the malefolk belonging to 
the Thakru caste. 'Beru' dance is usual\y performed 
during 3 days of Id-ul-Fitr and 4 days during 
Id-uz-Zuha. Dancing programme for each day has 
definite schedule. Children groups perform the first 
part, followed by the youths and ultimately by the 
elders. This dance is followed by singing of the female 
folk accompanied by beating of drums. Another 
dance which deserves mention is 'Thara'. 

48. The social set-up of other islands in the 
district are more or less similar. Here too, we have 
caste like structure with land owning 'Koya' at the top 
followed by the boat plying 'Malmies' and the 'Mela­
cheries· ' The last group is engaged in coconut 
plucking and fishing. The people in this group of 
islands still follow certain taboos and restriction for 
the purpose of maintaining the class distance. Among' 
these people, the duo local and matriliaeal customs are 
prevalent. Female freedom is not much evident here. 
Among the authchthones in this group of islands, 
the husband is a visiting member to the wife's house 
only, and do not reside permanently as is' evident 
among the Minicoyans. Polygamy is a very co mmon 
feature among them. 

49. They have also traditional songs and dances. 
Most common of these are 'Kolkali' and 'Parichakali'. 
The former is a group dance which men perform to 
the rhythm of music and beating of sticks, while the 
latter is performed by male dancers with wooden sword 
and shield in hand. Both the dances have similar type 
of costumes. The songs associated with these dances 
relate to Islamic religion, love affair, adventure etc., in 
the main. Because of the isolated unique location of 
these islands, the inhabitants of the whole district are 
closely knitted entity governed by strict social sanction. 
The system of common contribution in cash or kind 
for meeting the expenses of marriage, death ceremony, 
is still followed among the indeigenous people of the 
district. There are still community feasts, community 
fishing and aanual and periodical congregations, among 
these people. However, these practices are more 
pronounced among the Minicoyans. 
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50. The staple food of the authchthones of the 
district is rice. They take three meals a day. 
Coconut oil is prepared in each household, and coconut 
is added in all the preparations. Fish is the main 
protein supplying f.Jod item in their menu. 

51. Male folk generally wears 'Lungi'-a rectan­
gular piece of cloth, the ends of which are stitched 
while the female fol\' wears a rectangular piece of cloth 
known as 'Katchi' arnund the waist, but unlike 'Lungi' 
it is not stitched. This piece of cloth is either black or 
white in colour.' The women cover their upper 
part of the body with a jacket like garment. 'Thattam' J 

is the head-gear f,~r the women which covers the head 
and the shoulder .. Both ~en and women put a silken 
thread around their W:11st/ . 

52. The futniture and it;j.terior decorations are 
rather simple in the Laccadiv~; Amindivi groups of 
islands which are, however, quite sophisticated among 
the ryIinicoyans. 

The Five Year Pl.tns in the district: 11 

53. With the formation of, these islands into 
Union territory in 1956, the Government felt the need 
of improving the lot of the people in a planned manner. 
Accordingly, Five Year Plans were drawn up for this 
district. By the time Union territory was formed the 
First Five Year period was over so at the outset an inte­
grated short term plan with an outlay of Rs. 73.851akhs 
was proposed. The proposals for the improvement of 
the district (as approved by Planning Commission) 
wer~ made mainly on the following heads : 

i) Agriculture and Community development includ-
ing fishing. 

ii) Transport and Communication 

iii) Industries 

iv) Education 

v) Public Health 

vi) Publicity 

54. Since then the district along with the rest of 
the «ountry enjoyed the fruits of the planned economic 
development. This will be evident from the overall 
progress of the district in almost all the fields of 
vital importance, such as Agriculture, Education, 
Transport and Communication, Public Health etc., etc. 
The approved outlay and expenditure for the last Five 
Year Plans and Annual Plans will throw further light, 
in this regard. 

11 Annual Plans, Draft Five Year Plans etc., Publications of the 
Administration of the Union territory of Lakshadweep. 



Table 15 

Outlays and expenditure of Pl::tnning in the district 

2nd plan 3rd plan Annual plan 

SI. No. Development head ApPl\'vcd 

(1) (2) (3) 

1. Agriculture 2.28 

2. Fisheries 14.10 

3. Animal Husbandry 0.31 

4. Community development programme 0.50 

5. Co-operation 2.50 

6. Power 1.00 

7. Industries 4.11 

8. Transport r;nd Communication * 19.75 

9. General Education including Arts and 
Culture 12.40 

10. Health 15.40 

11. Water supply and Sanitation 

12. Housing 

13. Informatio·l and Publicity 0.92 

14. Miscellaneous *,:' 0.58 

Total 73.85 

BRIEF GAZETTEER OF PLACE NAMES OF THE 

DISTRICT12 

I. Agatti: (l0° 51' north latitude and 72° 11' east 
longitude) 

55. It is most westernly located island in the 
district. It is about 6 kilometres in length and 1,000 
metres at the ,videst point. Human habitation is 
confined in the northern part of the island. The 
western side of the island is enclosed by a beautiful 
lagoon, where various types of corals and multicolou­
red fishes are found in abundance. The climate of 
the island is hot as compared to other isla.ads of this 
group. It is OIle of the islands, where wahabi cult of 
Islamic religion is followed. The main industry of 
this island is fishing, manufacturing of coir and pro­
duction of copra. 

II. Amini: (11° 07' north latitude and 72° 44' east 
longitude) 

56. Amini lies north of Kavaratti (headquarter 
island of the district). It is about 3 kilometres long 
and 1.5 kilometre wide at its broadest point. It is 
said that the island got its name from the Arabic 
word 'Amin' meaning faithful. It is an oblong shaped 
island with a very narrow lagoon all around. It has 
been the principal island of the group from the olden 
days. It is therefore, the Tahsil headquarter for the 

10 

.- ~----

Expenditure Approved Expenditure Approved Expenditure 

(4) (5) (6) ,7) (8) 

1.65 2.45 3.05 
, 

8.12 4.79 

5.04 18.00 28.13 39.29 25.88 

'0.34 2.50 2.39 2.89 1.58 

0.06 

0.04 8.00 9.46 7.77 7.70 

0.19 5.56 7.15 10.97 8.95 

2.10 6.02 3.61 /2.48 1.93 

7.15 17.50 7.28 ·46.18 40.48 

11.98 18.83 35.89 29.38" 22.43 

9.00 10.36 7.85 7.28 2.45 

- 1.00 1.62 1.43 0.63 

0.19 0.84 1.34 

2.54 1.32 0.74 0.35 0.05 

40.28 98.38 108.51 156.14 116.87 

group of islands namely, Kadmat, Kiltan, Chetlat, 
Bitra. The island is known for its stone engravers 
who carve beautiful floral designs on hard coral stones. 
The craftsman of this island also make beautiful walk­
ing sticks with tortoise shell and coconut shells. The 
people ha\e a rich tradition of folk songs. Boat songs 
attains their highest glory in this island. 

III. Androth: (13" 49' north latitude and 73' 41' east 
longitude) 

57. Androch lies east of Kavaratti. It is situated 
nearest to the Mainland. Unlike other islands whose 
alignments are north-south, it lies-west. This is the 
only island which is practically devoid of any lagoon. 
This island is thickly planted with coconut trees which 
yield fi11est nuts available in the district. According 
to the tradition, this is the first island to embrace 
Islam religion. It is said that the Arab Apostle called 
Ubaidulla (who is responsible for the conversion of the 
inhabitants of this district to Islam) died here. His 
tomb is found at the Juma Mosque of the island. 

... Transport and Communication includes Ports, Lighthouses 
and Shipping, Road, Tourism and other transport. 

** Miscellaneous includes Social Welfare, Nutrition, Labour and 
Labour welfare, other social community services, anti-sea 
erosion, Secretariat Economic Services, Economic Services, 
Lakshadweep Gazetteer. 

12 District gazetteer, Lakshadwerp, Coimbatore, 1977. 
Page 337-349 



IV. Bangaram: (IO° 56' north latitude 72° 17' east 
longitude) 

58. Bangaram lies against the back drop of palm 
groves, north of Kavaratti. It is one of the finest 
tourist "pots in India. This is an uninhabited island 
which lies about 8 kilometre north of Agatti. To its 
east, about 2.5 kilometre away is Tinnakara. And 
further east is Parali connected by a sand bank during 
the dry season. The island has a very large and 
beautiful lagoon. The lagoon is very deep here. The 
island i" a favourite fishing and turtile hunting ground 
of the Agatti people. There is a semi circular bay in 
the eastern point of the island which serves as a natural 
swimmi'lg pool. ' 

V. Bitra: 11° 36' north latitude and 72° 10' east 
lon1# tude) 

59. It is the smallest island in the territory with 
a land area of 10.52 hectares. It is situated farthest 
from Kavaratti in the north direction. Sir William 
Robinson recorded that until about the middle of 19th 
centuary this island was the breeding ground for the 
sea birds and hunting ground for the people of other 
islands. It is now the smallest inh~bited island of the 
district. It has a very large lagoon which abounds in 
with turtiles and numerous fishes. 

VI. Chetlat: (11 0 41' north latitude 72° 43' east 
10l1gi tude) 

60. Chetlat is 56 kilometres north of Amini. 
Along the eastern side of the island is a wide belt of 
coral debris caused by storm, which broadened at 
the north and covers the whole southern end of the 
island. Chetlat was inhabited by Melacheries from 
Amini. It is the island which suffered most at the 
hands of Portugese in the 16th century. The inhabitants 
are generally poor and eak out their subsistence from 
coir twisting and fishing. The island has a very inter­
esting castom. The women folk usually gather on the 
beach during night and light bon fires to help to 
locate the island by the returning boats (carrying their 
male folk) which have gone for fishing in the deep sea. 
The island has a unique handicraft industry in the form 
of cap making from the tender coconut leaves which 
are of great demand in the district. There are some 
old tombs found ill this island. 

VII. Kadmat: (11 ° 13' latitude and 72° 47' longitude) 

61. It is situaL;d 10 kilometre north of Amini 
and 8 kilometre long and 550 metre wide at the 
broadest point. Apart from a very large lagoon in 
the western side, it is also characterised by narrow 
lagoon in the eastern side. The main occupation of 
the people is coir twisting. Kadmat is famous for its 
stone used for building purposes. Some gold coins 
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were found in 1948 which belonged to the Roman 
emperors of first and second century. It appears that 
the island used to be visited by foreigners even before 
its colonisation. Systamatic habitation of the island 
however started in the J 9th century. 

VIII. Kalpeni: (100 05' north latitude and 730 39' 
east longitude) 

62. Kalpeni is situated about 76 kilometres 
due south of Androt l1. The island along with the 
Satellite islands of Cheriyam, Tilakkam and Pitti lie 
in an extensive shallow lagoon. It is one of the island 
which was coloni,ed quite early. Mention of this 
island is found in the writings of ,he Arabs. The 
Arab writers med to call thi, island as 'Kolfaini'. A 
pec_uliar feature of th~ island is the presence of huge 
storm bank of coral debris along the eastern and south 
eastern shore. This i~land is often hit by cyclones. 
The last cyclone which caused serious damages, is that 
of 1965. 

IX. Kavaratti: (1(.,033' north latitude 72° 38' east 
longitude) 

63. Kavaratti, the headqu<lrter' of the district 
lie'> between Agatti, and Androth, but a little to the 
south and is 301 kilometre from Kozhikode. The 
island is about 6 kilometre in length and its ~reatest 

breadth is 1 kilometre. It has a large lagoon in the 
western side. The inhabitants of the island are concen­
trated within a small area. Houses are constructed in 
a cluster pattern. It being the seat of Administra­
tion, all the Government offices and most of the 
government buildings are located in this island. In 
the earlier days the portion inhabit~a by the local 
people was separated by a bou.ldary wall and no 
islander was allowed ~o go south of that wall without 
a valid pass from Bibi's administration. The Ujra 
mosque with' its intricate carvings in wood (a fine 
specimen of crftsmanship) is located in this island. 
The 'Jumath' mosque which has a large building and 
has the largest tank belonging to a mosque in the 
district is also located in this island. 

X. Kiltan: (11 0 29' north latitude 730 east longttude) 

64. Kiltan is sit ua ted 51 kilometres north east of 
Amini on the international trade route between Persian 
Gulf and ")ri Lanka. This island is about 3 kilometre 
long. On the northern and southern ends of the 
island there are high storm beaches. The island is 
thickly planted and fertile. Kiltan is a hotter place in 
comparison to other islands. The island is rich in 
traditional folk songs and folk dances. 

XI. Minicoy: (80 17' north latitude 730 04' east 
longitude) 

65. Minicoy or Malik is the southern most 
island in the district. It has the oldest recorded 



history. Marko Polo referred to it as a female island. 
Ibn Bututa, the great African globe trotter also 
mentioned about this beautiful island. The island i'i 
crescent shaped and'more than 10 kilometre in length 
from end to end. The lagoon is very large' and deep. 
There is a small ishmd <oulh of Minicoy known as 
Viringili. This island was used for separating people, 
suffering from pox, leprosies etc. from the main 
island. that is, Minicoy. A large number of 
inhabitants of the working age arc employed as 
seaman in occean going vessels all over the world. 
The main characteristic of the isl' nd, is its sYf.temati­
cally arranged viIlages known as 'Athin'. Each 
'Athiri' has its own internal organisation headed by a 
head man called 'Moopan'. They have their own 
village house tanks, place of worship etc. The houses 
are arrangd on either side of the streets in a linear 
fashion. Interior of all the houses are kept speak 
and span. Every house has one or more swing cots 
made of wood which are beautifully decorated and 
painted in diffelent colours. Boat modelling is the 
main handicraft seen in the island. Minicoy is the 
important tuna fishing centre in the district. It has 
also a light house since 1885. 
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XII. Pitti: (100 47' north latitJlde 720 32' east 
longitude) 

66. Pitti· lies 24 kilometres north west of 
Kivaratti. It is a small reef with a tiny sand bank at 
its southern cnd. This small island with an area of 
1.21 hectares is the breeding ground of myrads of 
birds belonging to tern group. The bre.:ding· season 
is between January to March. flocks of these birds 
can' be seen chasing tuna shoals as far away as 15' to 
25 kilometres. people from other islands especially 
Amini and Kavar~tti used to visit the<;e island regularly 
for catching fish and coillecting the eggs of birds. 
At present the people lare, not allowed to do s') 
as the island has been made a bird sanctuary. 

XIII. SuheU: Valiyakara (lOo /08' north latitude 
720 18' east longitude) . 

Suheli: Cheriyakara (lO' 02' north latitude 
72° 15' east longitude) . 

67 .. SuheH ties 47' kilometres south we't of 
Kav~ratti. The two islets mentioned above are un­
inhabited. These are frequently' visited by islanders 
ma1nly from Kavaratti for the purpo e of catching 
fisher in the lagoons around them. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

VILLAGE DIRECTORY 

Scope 

Th'] part X A of the volume comprises Town and 
Village Directories of a district. As the district of 
Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi is entirely rural, 
the information therefore relate to villages only. The 
Village Directory incl!Jdes details of amenities available 
in each village in respect of educational and medical 
institutions, power supply, drinking water supply, post 
and telegraph, communication, particulars of land use, 
weekly markets, places of religious, ,historical and 
archeological importance. 

The district of Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi 
islands consists of a group of 10 inhabited and 12 
uninhabited isl~nds with 5 attached islets scattered in 
the Arabian sea. 

Each inhabited island is taken as the smallest 
unit for the purpose of 1971 Census which approxi­
mates a village* elsewhere. The location and popu­
lation of these inhabited islands are given in table I. 

Table I 

Location and Population of inhabited islands. 

0 Length 
Z Name of Latitude and and Popu-

island Longitude Breadth lation 
Ci3 in metres 

2 3 4 5 

Minicoy 8° 171 731 041 10,656 53,42 
944 

2 Kalpeni 10" 051 73 391 5,002 3,152 
1,360 

3 Androth 10° 49' 73° 41' 4,656 5,425 
1,430 

4 Agatti 100 51' 72" II' 7,576 3,155 
568 

5 Kavaratli 100 33' 72° :8' 5,132 4,420 
1,516 

6 Amini ) 1 c 07' 72° 44' 2,892 4,542 
1,250 

7 Kadmat 11° 13' 72" 47' 9,064 2,416 
5'0 

8 Kiltan 11° 29' 7Y 0' 3,362 2,046 
596 

9 Chetlat llo 41 ' 72° 43' 2,680 1,200 
584 

10 Bilra 11° 36' 72° 10' 570 112 
274 
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The administrative set-up of these islands and 
jurisdiction of each i~land is given in table n. 

Table II 

Sl. Name of Tahsil and Islands and 
No. Headquarters Jurisdiction 

2 3 

1. Minicoy Minic0y 
Viringpi 

2. Androth Androth 
Kalpeni 
Cheriyam 
Kodithala 
Tilakkam (1) 

" 
(2) 

" 
(3) 

Pitti (1) 

" 
(2) 

3. Kavaratti Kavaratti 
Suheli Valiyakara 
Suheli Cheriyakara 
Pitti (Birds island) 
Agatti 
Bangaram 
Tinnakara 
Parali (I) 

., (2) 

" (3) 
Kalpitti 

4. Amini Arnmi 
Kadrnat 
Kiltan 
Chetlat 
Bitra 

* According to the 1971 Census a rural area is defined as 
follows: 'Rural area generally follows the limit of revenue 
village that is recognised by the normal district admini­
stration. The revenue villages do not necessarily be an 
agglomeration of the habitations. But revenue village ha~ 
definite surveyed boundry and each village is a separate 
administrative unit with separate village ac(;ounts. It may 
have one or more hamlets. The entire village is one unit .. .' 
Page 108: Census Centenary Monograph, Number 1, Quilon 

Indian Cen~us in perspective by S. C. Srivastava, 
Census ofIndia. 1971, Manager of Publications, 
New Delhi. 



In the Tahsil Minicoy, the island Viringili is 
uninhabited, while Cheriyam, Kodithala, Tilakkam 
(1) (2) (3) and Pitti (I) (2) are uninhabited islands in 
the Androth Tahsil. Bangaram, Tinnakara. ParaH 
(1) (2) (3) and Kalpitti are uninhabited islands 
attached to Agatti island while Suheli Valiyakara, 
Cheriyakara, Pitti (birds island) are uninhabited islands 
attached to Kavaratti. These two islands Kavaratli 
and Agatti fall under the Kavaratti Tahsil. Because 
of the very small, size of the district a statement giving 
information regarding the amenities and land use data 
and other information relate to each island have been 
furnished at the Tahsil level. 

Area 

The area of the district of Laccadive, Minicoy 
and Amindivi islands as furnished by surveyor 
General India is 32 Square kilometres, where as 
according to the Administration of this Union 
territory it is only 28.58 Square kilomtres. The 
discrepancy is obvious. The former figure relates to 
total geographical area while the later denotes the 
land use area only. The island-wis";) breakup of area 
in Hectare as per Administration's figures is given in 
the table III. It may, however. be pointed out here 
that islands Tilakkam (1) (2) (3) and Pitti (1) (2) and 
Parali (1) (2) (3) have not been shown separately 
while presenting figures for the islands. They are 
in fact, clubbed together while presenting area figures 
for the islands. 

Table III 

Distribution of islands/islets by size in hectares 

SI. Size of island/islet Number of island/islet No. 

2 3 
--------- -_-- ----_-- -- -----

1. 50 or less 12 
2. 51 to 100 
3. 101 to 150 1 
4. 151 to 200 1 
5. 201 to 250 1 
6. 251 to 300 2 
7. 301 to 350 1 
8. 351 to 400 1 
9. 400 to 451 1 

10. 451 to 500 

Total 22 

Androth is the largest island with an area of 484 
Hectares and is located nearest to the mainland at a 
distance of 123 nautical-miles from Calicut, whereas 
Bitra is the smallest island in this Union territory 
with an area of less than 10 hectares. All the unin­
habited islands have either the size of Bitra or less 
than 100 hectares. 

16 

Educational Facilities 

Ed ucational facilities available in each island 
have been shown by adopting the following abbre­
via tions under the column 4 in the statement. 

Pr.S. Primary Elementary School 
Mid S. Middle School 
Sec.S. Secondary School 
Hr.Sec.S. Higher Secondary School 

The number of institutions have been shown in 
third paranthesis against each Educational institu­
tions have been provided in all "the inhabited islands. 
There are 0.12 educational institutions for every 100 
population in the Un~bn territory a!'\ a whole. The 
period 1971 shows alround progress in the sphere of 
education which is evident frqm the high literacy rate 
seen in the Union terr'itory. 'In fact the rate is highest 
among the states and :Union territory is in the country. 
However, a note of 'caution has to be sounded that 
although the figure 0.12 (educationa I institutions -rer 
100 population) may appear far from impressive, it 
is, however, to be judged from the cO\1text of peculiar 
geographical location of these islands. 

In the educational field the role of traditional 
'religious schools, namely 'Madrasas' imparting 
education through Arabic medium also deserves 
special mention. Althongh these institutions which 
are under the private control· cannot be equated on 
part with the modern educational instilutions in the 
public sector yet the existence of these institutions in 
such a large number in these islands speak beyond 
doubt, their importance in the context of community 
life in the islands. " 

Table IV 

Distribution of traditional and modern educational 
institutions in islands of the Laccadive, Minicoy and 

Amindivi islands 

Private schools 
Educational SI. where traditional 

No. District./ islands education is institutions run 
imparted by Government 

2 3 4 

1. Laccadive, 
Mipicoyand 
Aniindivi islands 38 39 

2. Minicoy 2 4 
3. KaJpeni 5 4 
4. Androth 6 6 
5. Agatti 5 4 
6. Kavaratti 4 4 
7. Amini 6 6 
8. Kadmat 3 4 
9. Kiltan 3 3 

10. Chetlat 3 3 
11. Bitra 1 1 1 

The Administration provides facilities to the 
students to move from one island to another and from 
island to mainland for higher education. 



Medical Facilities 

The extent of medical facilities available in the 
inhabited island have been shown with the abbrevia­
tions 'H' and 'HC', where 'H' represents 'hospital' 
and 'HC' indicates 'Health Centre'. 

There are two hospitals one each at Minicoy and 
Kavaratti while 7 Health centres/Primary health 
centres, one each in Kalpeni, Androth, Agatti, Amini, 
Kadmat. Kilian and ChetJat. Bitra is the only island 
which has not been provided with any medical centre 
so far. Besides ,these facilities, there are three 'HD' 
sanatorium available one each at Minicoy,' Androth 
and Kadmat in the district which can accommodate 
about 80 patients.' All these institutions in this Union 
territory are run by the Administration. There are 
no private hospitals, dispensarieS or nursing homes 
in these islands. The. hOiipital population ratio works 
out to less than ont (0.38 per 1,000 population). 
This ratio compares wen with the figures available in 
the rural areas elsewhere in the Indian Union in this 
respect. 

Facilities in respect of Communications 

It is to be noted that no island is provided with 
'pucca' road. However, all the islands have 'Kutcha' 
roads which is represented by abbreviation KR. 
These roads are very narrow and are not laid with 
the systematic plan, rather run at random, through 
coconut groves. There are no bus services or the like. 
However, Administration has jeep, tractors, and 
tillers almost in all islands for the purpose of 
transportation of men and materials. The main 
communication in these island is provided by country 
boats (odams), mechanised fishing boats and other 
motor vessels. Two ships, namely m. v. Amindivi 
and m. v. Laccadives provide communication link 
between islands and mainland as well as among the 
islands. The former is all weather vessel, while the 
latter is a fair weather vessel. The capacity of these 
ships, as regards cargo and passengers are as follows: 

Name of vessel 

m. v. Laccadives 
m v. Amindivi 

Cargo 
tonnes 

45 
800 

Passenger 

39 
112 

Post and telegraph facilities 

All the inhabited islands except Bi Ira are provided 
with Post Office facilities. There are three departmental 
sub-post offices in this district, one each at Kavaratti, 
Minicoy and Androth island. In all other islands, 
extra departmental sub-post offices are functioning. 
Likewise, Post& Telegraph department is also running 
its units here. Nine wireless' stations, to facilitate 
communications between island and mainland and 
among the islands arc available in this district. 

Power supply 

Except the islands Chetlat and Bitra. all other 
islands have been provided with limited power supply 
as per fixed schedule, while Kavaratti has 24 hrs. 
supply in this respect. The power supply is from the 
power houses located in each island. These are 
equipped with generating sets run by high speed 
diesel. The table V shows the capacity of powers 
generated by these houses in different islands of the 
district. 

Table V 

Capacities of Power Generation by different 
Power Houses 

Sl. No. Name of island 'Capacity in K. W. 
1 2 , 3 

1 Minicoy 235 
2 Kalpeni 59 
3 Androth 77 
4 Agatti 105 
5 Kavaratti 144 
6 Amini 56 
7 Kadmat 56 
8 Kiltan 60 

Roughly two thirds of the buildings in the whole 
district which are suitable for being electrified have 
been pr0vided with connections. As the expenses for 
generating power by using High speed diesel is high, 
so the cost per unit of electricity in these island is also 
very high. There is no scope for hydro electric or 
thermal project in these islands. The table No. VI 
furnishes the number of power connections according 
the type of use. 

Table VI 

Type of use 
~ 1 

Domestic 
Industrial 
Commercial 
Street light 
(No. of points) 
Other purpose 

Number of Power connections by type of use 

Minicoy 
2 

320 
5 

50 
83 

Kalpeni 
3 

113 
2 

19 
85 

Androth 
4 

146 
2 

23 
87 
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Number of connection 
Agatti Kavaratti 

5 6 

53 246 
2 

4 74 
56 104 

Amini 
7 

206 
1 

12 
96 

Kadmat 
8 

4 
19 

Kiltan 
9 

16 



Drinking water supply 

Drinking water is available from small wells as 

shown by abbreviation 'W' under columns s:!ven of 

the statement in all the islands. These wells are 

shallow in nature and do not go far below the coral 
stratum. In the low lying areas, the wells are still­

shallower. Tap water is provided in the Dak 

Bungalows only. There are no rivers, streams Or 

canals. Total number of wells in the district as per 
record is 4083, which are distributed in the inhabited 
islands as follows: 

Table VII 

Distribution of wells in the islands 

SI. No. District!island Number of wells 

1 2 3 

L. M & A 4,083 

Minicoy 654 

2 Kalpeni 400 

3 Androth 733 

4 Agatti 210 

5 Kavaratti 478 

6 Amini 653 

7 Kadmat 439 

8 Kiltan 393 

9 Chetlat 113 

10 Bitra 10 

Staple food 

Staple food of the district is rice. However, rice is 
not grown in these islands. The entire quantity of 

rice required for consumption is imported from the 

mainland. Parboiled rice is preferred by the islanders. 

Land utilisation 

Land utilisation in the Union territory has been 
shown under following five categories: 

L Forest, 

2. Irrigational, 

3, Unirriga ted land, 

4. Culturable waste, 

5. Area not available for cultivation. 
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These are shown in columns 11 to 15 of the 
statement. Figures relating to land use area have 
been furnished upto five decimals in coiumn 3, whereJs 
the area under land utilisation is shown rounded up to 
2 decimal places only. 

Forest area 

There is no such land in lhe district. , 

Irrigated area 

The total irrigated area works out to 1.04 square 
kilometre in the whole of this Union territory. It is to 
be noted that this figure includes area in respect of 
agri-demonstration farms also. It i~ thus evident that 
lands are not really irrigated here. This is due to the 
reasons that there are no riv,ers, canals or the like in 
these islands. Irrigation has to be done from well 
only which is not practicable due to obvious reasons. 

Unirrigated area 

Out of the total area available for cultivation, 
25.46 square kilometres of land \ are unirrigated. 
These lands are put to cultivation of coconut trees in 
this district. 

Culturable waste 

This category comprises land which are suitable 
for cultivation but not cultivated for more than 5 
years in succession. These lands are used for the 
purpose of pasture and grazing, and therefore, content 
miscellaneous fiora, such as groves, bushes etc. They 
do not however, include the forest. Only 0.45 square 
kilometre of the total land available, comes under 
this category in this district. 

Area not available for cultivation 

Unculturable land and land put to non-agricultural 
uses are included in this category. Barren and 
unculturable lands cover all lands which cannot be 
brought under cultivation unless a lot of expendi,ture 
is incurred for th~ir reclamation. Whereas land put 
to non-agricultural uses includes such land on which 
stands the buildings, roads etc. 

i 

Nearest towns and their distance 

The entire district is rural. The nearest towns are 
Calicutt and Cochin, which are however outside the 
jurisdiCtion of this Union territory. These are two 
ports belonging to Kerala State in the mainland. In 
fact they provide connections between island and 
mainland through frequent steamer services. All the 
inhabited islands are nearer to Calicut except Minicoy 
which is closer to Cochin. The distance in terms of 
nautical miles can be seen under columns 16 in the 
s taternent. 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF VILLAGES 

Name of Tahsil Name of village Nature of Habitation Location code number 

2 3 4 

MINICOY 
Minicoy Inhabited 1/1/1 

Viringili Uninhabited 1/1 NCA* 

AND ROTH Androth Inhabited 1/2/3 

Cheriyam Uninhabited 1/2 NCA 

Kalpeni Inhabited 1/2/2 

Kodithala Uninhabited 1/2 NCA 

Pitti Uninhabited 1/2 NCA 

Tilakkam Uninhabited 1/2 NCA 

KAVARATTI 
Agatti Inhabited 1/,,3/4 

\ 

Bangaram Uninhabited 1/3 NCA 

KaipiH:i Uninhabited 1/3 NCA 

Kavaratti Inhabited 1/3/5 

Parali Uninhabited 1/3 NCA 

Pitti (Birds Island) Uninhabited 1/3 NCA 

Suheli Cheriyakara Uninhabited 1/3 NCA 

Suheli Valiyakara Uninhabited 1/3 NCA 

Tinnakara Uninhabited 1/3 NCA 

AMINI 
Amini Inhabited 1/4/6 

Bitra Inhabited 1/4/10 

Chetlat Inhabited 1/4/9 

Kadmat Inhabited 1/4/7 

Kiltan Inhabited 1/4/8 

• No Code Assigned 
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PART X B 

PRIMARY CENSUS ABSTRACT 





EXPLANATORY NOTE 

PRIMARY CENSUS ABSTRACT' 

The Primary Census Abstract provides in gist 
primary information relating to 1971 Census. It com­
prises the data in respect of area, number of occupied 
residential houses and homeholds, total population 
and its br,ak up by sex, Scheduled Cfl.stes and 
Scheduled Tribes, literate and educated persons, 
workers ani non-workers for each village (in our case 
islands). The workers had been classified in the 
following nine industrial categories of activity, 

I. Cultivators. 

2. Agricultural labourers. 

3. Livestock, forestry, fishing, hunting, planta­
tions/ orchards, and allied activities. 

4. Mining and quarrying. 

5. Manufacturing, processing, servicing and 
repairs:-

(a) Household industry. 

(b) Other than household industry. 

6. Construction, 

7. Trade and commerce, 

8. Transport, storage an,! communications. 

9. Other services. 

The district totals given at the beginning of the 
Primary Census Abstract are followed by break up at 
Tahsil levels. Since the whole district is rural, rura1-
urban break up was not made. The Primary Cen\us 
Abstract furnishes data for the village (visa vis islands) 
in the ascending order of location code numbers 
under the TahsiL 

In the Primary Census Abstract, the uninhabited 
viIJages have been als() shown. 

Under column 1, the location code number 
indicating the district number, the Tahsil number and 
village (island) number has been given. For instance 
code 1/1/1 denotes, village number 1 of Tahsil number 
1 of the district number 1. Since it is one district 
territory, the first number will remain constant. 

Under column 2, the name of the village has been 
given. A 'village' has been defined as the area included 
within the jurisdiction of revenue village and as such 
i~ inclusive of even scattered hamlets and isolsted 
homesteads coming within the boundaries of a revenue 
village. A revenue 'mauza' whether inhabited or 
uninhabi ted i" treated as a village. 

The area figures (in k. m. sq,) given under column 3 
based on information furnished by the Administration. 
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The Disl rict area figure (total) has ~een supplied by 
the Surveyor General, India and thi, represents 'Geo­
graphical area" whereas figures in respect of islands 
have been furni,hed oy administration which represent 
'Land US,)'. Hence tJtal area figures of Tahsil/islands, 
will not tally with the total area of the district as a 
whole. 

Columns 4 and S, give the number of occupied 
residenti.d houses and households therein. _Occupied 
residential house i~ a dwelling house and includes a 
a house used partly as a dwelling and partly for some 
other purpose like shop, worbhop, factory, etc., etc., 
but does not include a vacant house where no person 
was to be residing at the time of Census. The 
'Census house' is a building or part of building 
having a separate main entrance from the road or 
common courtyard or sbircase etc., used or recognised 
as a separate unit. It may be ;,ininhabited or vacant 
It may be used for residcntiai or non-residential 
purpose or both. ' 

" 
Hou .. ehold is a group of per~ons wh'o commonly 

live together and would take their meals from a 
common kitchen, unless the exigencies of work prevent 
th-:m from doing so. It may be made! IIp of related 
or unrelated persons. A servant, friend or a guest 
residing and eating with the household during the 
census period bas been treated as a member of the 
household. On the other hand a son or daughter 
residing in a hostel has not been treated as a member 
of the household. Their enumeration was done at the 
place of their usual residence (i. e. hostel). i\ hotel 
or hostel, where a number of persons live together is 
recognised as an institutional household. 

Columns 6 to 8 show the total population (includ­
ing institution and houseles', popUlation) and sex­
wise break-up. The following symbols ha\'e been 
used: ' 

P -- for persons, indicating the total males and 
females, 

M - for male\; 

F - for females. 

Columns 9 to 12 present sex-wise break up of the 
persons bel,'mging to ~cbeduled castes and scheduled 
tribes as notified in Government of Inuia, Ministry 
of Home Affairs communication No. SRO 2477-A. 
dated 29th October, 1956 and published as the 
Scheduled Caste~ and Scheduled Tribes list (Modifica­
tion) Order, 1956 



Column, 13 and 14 present the number of literate 
and educated persons. A literate is defined as a 
person who can both read and write with understand­
ing in any language. A person who can merely read, 
but cannot write has not been considered as literate. 
This column also includes figures in respect of persons 
having higher education. 

Columns 15 and 16 give the total number of male 
and female workers. A worker is defined (1971 Census) 
as one Whose main activity is participation in any 
economic productive work by his physical or mental 
activity. Work involves not only actu 11 work but 
effective supervision and direction of work. 

In case of regular work in trade, profession, 
service etc.. the basis f"r work is satisfied if the 
person was employed for one week prior to the date 
of enumeration. Persons temporarily incapacitated 
from work at the time of census enumeration due to 

ii1nesc;, travel, holiday, breakdown, strike etc., have 
been treated as workers. However, a per"on who had 
been offered work, but had not actually joilled has 
been treated as 'non- worker'. 

In the case of seasonal work likl! cultivation, live 
stock keeping, plantalion work, some types of house­
hold industry etc., a persons main activity hi'S been 
ascertained with reference to such work in the last 
one year, even if he was not active in the week prior 
to enumera'ion. 

A man or woman who is engaged in household 
duties such as cooking for own household or perform­
ing once own household duties or a boy or girl who is 
primarily a student attending institution, even if such 
a person helps in the economic activity but not as a 
full time worker, has not been treated as a 'worker' 
for the main activity. On the other hand if a person 
is primarily engaged in some economic activity but at 
the sametime attends to some household duties or 
attends a night school etc., he/she is treated as a­
worker. 

A person who mainly receives an income such as 
a rent receiver, or a pensioner who does not have to 
work for receiving the income has not been treated as 
a worker unless the p~rson is engaged in some- econo­
mic activity and if that activity is returned the main 
activity of the individuaL 

Column 17-36 provide sex wise distribution of 
workers into nine industrial categories as follows: 

Category I: The category includes both owner and 
tenant cultivators. Cultivator according to the defini­
tion adopted at 1971 census is a person who is 
engaged in cultivation by oneself or supervision or 
direction in ones capacity as the owner or les!.ee or 
land held from the Government or as a tenant of 
land from private persons or institutions for payment 
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of money, kind or share. The term 'cultivation' 
invo]ve$ ploughing, sowing, harvesting and 
production of cereals, such as rice, wheat etc., and 
pulses, raw-jute etc .. etc. 

Category II: This category includes agricultural 
labourers. An agricultural labourer has been defined 
in the census as a person who works in another 
persons land for wages in money, kind or share of 
produce. He has no risk in cultivation. He has 
further no right of lease or contr:'ct on land on 
which he·works. 

Category III: Workers engaged in livestock, forestry, 
fishing, hunting and plantation, orchards and allied 
activities. 

Category IV This cdtegory includes workers enga-
ed in mining and qu~rrying. 

Category V: This category includes w6rker who are 
engaged in m_lOufact\lring, processing, servicing and 
repairs in, the (a) Household Industry ~b) Other than 
Household Industry. The Household Industry has 
been defined in census as an industry conducted by the 
head of the housellOld hImself or herself and or 
mainly by the members of the household at home or 
within the village for rural areas. The industry 
should not be run on the scale of registered factory, 
but' may use mechinery and power like steam engine 
or oil engine or electricity to drive the machinery. 
The main criterion of a Household Industry is the 
participation of one or more members of a household. 
A household industry relates to production, process_ 
ing, servicing or repairs and includes making and 
selling of goods. Persons working in other person's 
household industry as paid employee are also tn:ated 
as workers in household industry. 

Workers engaged in manufacturing, including 
all types of production, processing, servicing or 
repairing of goods and not considered to be working 
in the household industry have been treated as 
engaged in other than household industry, 

Category VI: This category includes workers engaged 
in construction and manfacturing and maintenance 
of buildings, roads, bridges, telegraphs, telephones 
etc_, etc. 

Category VII: This category includes workers 
engaged in any capacity in wholesale or retail trading 
activity of commercial, transactions relating to exports 
and impofls, real estates. and prope~ties, stock and 
shares, insurance, money lending, banking etc., etc. 

Category VIII: This category includes workers 
engaged in transport activity by air, rail, road or 
water and any services incidental to transport, such as 



packing, cutting, loading. unloading etc., etc. Workers 
engaged in storage, wart'housins and communication 
services such as posts and telegraphs. telephones, infor­
mation and broadcasting are also included in this 
category. 

Cat('gory IX: This category includes every services, 
such as public utility services like electricity. gas and 
water supply. sani'ory services. Central, State or 
Municipal employees, professional services etc., etc. 

Category X: This category denotes non':'workers. 
Columns 37 to 38 give the total number of male and 
femak 130n-workers Non-workers have been 
cJassifieJ under 7 broad heads: 

(i) Household duties: This includes all tbOfle 
persons basically engaged in unpaid home duties 
doing other work, or even if such a person 
may also be participating in some other work" 
it is not to the same eXlent as a whole time 
worker if a person had returned his or her main 
activity as attending to household duties. 

(ii) Students: This refers to those whose activity is 
returned as a student and covers all full-time 
students or children attending schooL Even if 
such persons participated in some work but not 
to the same extent as a full worker, by 
merely helping casually as an unpaid family 
worker in family cultivation, household industry. 
trade, or business, they are treated primarily as 
students. 

(iii) Retired persons or rentier: A person who is 
retIred from active service and is doing no 
other work, that is not employed again iJll some 
full-time work, or does not engage himself in 
some 0 ther work in business or a person who 
is a rentier or living on agricultural or n.on­
agricultural royalty, rent or divident or any 

other person of independent means for securing 
which he does not have to work is classified 
under this head. 

(iv) Dependent: This category includes all depen­
dents such as infants or children not attending 
school or a person permanently disabled for 
work becau')e of illness or old age. It includes 
all non-workers, even if able bodied who have 
no other activity coming under any of the 
categories of non-workers and who are not 
seeking any work either but are purely 
dependent. 

(v) Beggers etc.: This includes beggers, vagrants 
or such cases as independent wom~n -without 
indication of source of income and those of 
unspecified source of subsistance who are not 
engaged in economically productive work. 

(vi) Institutions: This covers convicts in jails or 
inmates of a penal, mental or charitable institu­
tion, even if such persons compelled to do some 
work such as carpentat'y, carpet weaving, 
vegetable growing in such institutions. An 
under trial person in jail, however, is not 
included in this category and has ~en indicated 
according to the main activity he was engaged 
in before he was apprehended. 

(vii) Other non-workers: This includes aU non­
workers who have not come under any of the 
six categories above but are seeking work. 
A boyar girl who has completed education 
or has stopped studying and is seeking work 
has been included in this category_ A person 
irre<;pective of age and whether educated or oot, 
if he reports that he has not engaged in ally 
other activity but is seeking work, has been 
included under this category. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

DEPARTMENTAL 

Under this section, data relating to various depart­
mental statistics have been presented in 61 different 
tables and two annexure, two appendices prepared 
from the information collected from various depart­
ments of the Administration of the Union territory of 
Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi and Central Govern­
ment establishments situated in the district, as well as 
statutory organisations etc. The main idea of the 
presentation of this statistics is to provide better in­
sight into the quantitative aspects of the infrastructure 
of the district which could be utilised by various 
agencies responsible for the betterment and planning of 
this district. It has been further devised in such a 
manner that it becomes a handy reference tool to all 
who wants to know more about this district. The 
presentation of the tables in this section has been so 
designed as to bring out the structural changes that 
have taken place in various walks of life in the district 
during the period 1961-71. Efforts have been made 
to present the data Tahsil-wise as far as practicable in 
order to facilitate regional comparison within the 
district as well as area planning. 

It may be pointed out here, that due to the dearth 
of information it has not been possible for us to 
plesent the data on a uniform frame as envisaged by 
the office of the Registrar General, India. However 
utmost care has been taken to accommodate in the 
volume as much information as could be obtained. 
Consequently some of the tables originally prepared 
have to be dropped, while a few set of new tables have 
to be introduced to suit the local conditions. 

The 61 tables on departmental statistics have been 
grouped under 17 different heads as listed below: 

1. Rainfall and Temperature. 
2. Major events. 
3. Transport and Communications. 
4. Posts and Telegraphs facilities. 
5. Electricity. 
6. Housing Conditions. 
7. Medical and Public Health. 
8. Education. 
9. Ancient monuments, fairs and festivals. 

10. Thematic classificatioll' of films. 
11. Printing Press and Journals. 
12. Price of con~umable commodities. 
13. Agricultural and live-stock. 
14. Fisheries. 
15. Land reforms and revenue. 
16. Criminal and Civil Justice. 
17. Parliamentary Constituency. 

61 

STATISTICS 

Each of this above groups of tables is provided 
with a short description for the better understanding 
of the contents of the tables as follows: 

1. Rainfall and Temperature: 

Two tables, namely 1.01 on temperature and 1.02 
on rainfall are presented in this group. Former table 
gives the mean maximum, highest, mean minimum, 
lowest temperatures that have been recorded at four 
stations namely, Minicoy, Androth, Agatti and Amini, 
in the district. This table reveals information from 
1961-71 in respect of Minicoy and AminI stations, 
while information related to other two stations is 
available from 1965 only. An annexure which gives 
year-wise maximum and minimum temperature in 
centigrade is also furnished alongwith this table. 

Likewise the other table, that is, 1.02 provides 
rainfall statistics recorded in millimetres by months 
and years from 1961to '71 for Minicoy and Amini 
stations. While this information is available for other 
two stations from 1965 to '71. It-may be noted that 
2.5 or more millimetres, have been ta~n as one rainy 
day for the purpose of calculating days in the district. 
Annexure to table 1.02 on the other hand furnishes 
year-wise information regarding normal rainfall, actual 
total rainfall as well as rainfall temperature from the 
normal, in millimetres and its percentage classified into 
normal or excess. Similar information with regard to 
Aga tti- and Androth stations could not be furnished for 
want of information on rainfall normals. 

2. Major events: 

This group consists of one table only i. e., 2.01 
which gives the account of major events such as 
epidemic, cyclone, earthquake, etc., and damages 
caused by such events that have taken place in the 
district during the period 1961-70. 

3. Transport and Communications: 

Table 3.106 furnishes the distance between island 
and mainland and among islands. Cochill and Calicut 
are the proximal mainland ports. The distance is 
furnished in nautical miles (1 nautical mile = 1.852 kms). 
As far as this district is concerned ship (motor vessels) 
boats etc., are the only source of communication 
available among the island and between island and 
mainland. There are no metal roads in the islands. 
'Kutcha' roads are available in the islands for this 
purpose. There is no private or public transport 
facilities available in this district. Table 3.110 gives 



information regarding facilities of Dak Bungalow, 
Rest House, etc. 

4. Posts and Telegraphs facilities: 

This group consists of two tables namely 3.112 
and 3.113, giving details regarding Post office and 
telegraph offices fOF each year from 1961-70, and Post 
cards, letters, newspapers, books and parcels handled 
by different post offices during this period respectively. 
It may be noted that there is no post office in Bitra 
island. In fact each island except Bitra is provided 
with a sub post office only. Moreover, the post 
offices other than Minicoy, Kavaratti and Androth are 
extra-departmental in nature. 9 Telegraph offic~s, one 
each in every inhabited island except Bitra, are also 
functioning in this district. 

5. Electricity: 

This group comprises 4 tables namely, 3.204, 
3.205, 3.206, 3.207. The data are furnished in this 
table from 1961-70. The electricity generating pumps 
are run by high speed diesel. Since the cost of 
generating electricity is very high, therefore the cost 
per unit of electricity realised from the consumers is 
also high. Due to peculiar geographical set-up of this 
district, column 7 of table 3.204 is not applicable and 
column 9 reveals the situation within the district itself. 
Electricity has no relevance in respect of tractions, 
irrigation and public water ways and sewage due to 
their absence in the district. Table 3.206 shows that 
Minicoy is the first island to be electrified while other 
islands followed the suit in quick succession. The rate 
per kilo watt is 60 paise for domestic and commercial 
consumption, whereas it is 40 paise for industrial 
consumption. 

6. Housing conditions: 

This group consist of two tables namely 3.302 and 
4.705 and two appendices. The appendices are prepared 
on the basis of information furnished by the Public 
Works Department, Lakshadweep. 

Two Schemes: 
(i) Village housing project scheme (loanj and 

(ii) Welfare of backward classes housing scheme 
(sl}bsidy) 

have been implemented in this district. However, 
there is no case of loan or subsidy granted to the 
applicant during the year 1970. 

7. Medical and Public Health: 

This group comprises 6 tables. Table 3.S01 gives 
number of medical and public health institutions 
including the number of beds for each year from 
1961-70. There are 3 HD sanatoria in this district 
one each in Minicoy, Androth and Kadmat islands 
where leprosy patients are housed. Table 3.S01(a) 
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furnishes particulars of hospitals and primary health 
centres including staff strength, number of beds and 
patients treated, in the year 1970 only. The table 
3.S02 gives information relating to medical and para­
medical persons during the years 1961, '66 and '70. 
Table 3.S03 pertains to the year 1968 only, as data for 
the earliar years are not available. Table 3.S04 gives 
information regarding vaccination only where as details 
in respect of other columns in the table are absent 
because they are not available. There is no separate 
Family Planning Centre in the district. Family 
Planning Programme are carried out in the hospitalsj 
PRCs. Data relating to Family Planning are available 
in the table S.401. 

8. Education: 

This group pre:;ents /3 tables namely 3.601, 
3.601(a), 3.601(b). . Table '3.601 gives number of pre­
primary, primary, secondary, higher secondary educa­
tional institutions' together wjth the strength of 
students as on 31st March, 1970. Table 3.601(a) 
provides the number of educational institutions 
together with the strength of the tC'l;chers. Whereas, 
table 3.601(b) gives information regarding secondary 
and higher secondary schools available in each islands. 
Wherein, column 4 shows the order of establishment 
of these institutions. 

Because of ihe non-a~ailability of information, 
data on earlier years of the decade (1961-70) could not 
be furnished. 

9. Ancient monuments, Fairs and Festivals: 

This group comprises 3 tables, namely 3.60S, 
which gives an account of historical places, ancient 
monuments etc., as on 1970, 3.7 r 1 furnishes informa­
ti~n regarding fairs and festivals by nature of occasions 
while 3.709 shows religious facilities available in the 
district as on 1970. There is no archaelogical depart­
ment in this district. Historical record commission 
and regional records survey committee are also not in 
existence here. Hence information furnished in these 
tables are based on the local enquiries only. 

10. Thematic classification of films: 

This group includes one table namely 3.70S which 
gives details of films (theme-wise) shown during 1970, 
in the district as a whole. 

11. Printing Press and Journals: 
This group includes two tables 3.707 alld 3.708 

which give information regarding printing press, 
magazines, periodicals published in the district. The 
printing press of the Administration of this Union 
territory is located at Calicut. Fortnightly journal 
'Lakshadweep" 'Lakshadweep' gazette and annual 
publication called 'Lakshadweep', as well as annual 



admini$tration report are all published from this press. 
There is no local newspaper published in this district. 
Publications are brought out in English and Malayalam ' 
languages. 

12. Price of consumable commodities: 

This group includes two tables. Table 4.106 
furnishes, the average price in rupees of certain items 
of domestic consumption for the year 1969-70. 
Whereas, the table 4.107 gives the consumer price 
index of the district for the year 1966 only. 

13. Agricultural and LiTe-stock: 

This group consists of seven tables, 5 tables on 
agricultural and 2 tables on live-stock and poultry. 
Table 4.101 gives the land use pattern as on 1967 under 
3 major heads (i) cultivable land (ii) cultivable waste 
(iii) area not available for cultivation. Area shown 
under column 3 incl\ldes the area comprising of agri­
cultural demonstration farms. Table 4.112 gives types 
of soil prevalent in this district. Table 4.114 gives 
information regarding agricultural tools and imple­
ments used in the year 1970 only. Table 4.115 
furnishes information regarding improved agricultural 
practices adopted during the years 1961-70. Table 
4.117 gives information regarding experimental demon­
strarion and multiplication farms managed by Govern­
ment and other agencies as on 1970. It may be noted 
that agricultural demonstration units have been started 
by the Administration In all islands except Bitra in 
order to make popular modern techniques of crops 
production and for growing other inter-crops. The 
table 4.201 furnishes information regarding live-stock 
and poultry in the District for the years 1956, 1961, 
1966 and 1972. Table 4.202 is supposed to provide 
information regarding animal husbandry and poultry 
farms managed by Government departments, Co­
operative societies, public institutions as on 1970. It 
may be noted here that there is no farm of any kind 
in this respect in this district except (i) one diary unit 
and (ii) two poultry units. The diary unit is situated 
at Kavaratti island while two poultry units one each at 
Kavaratii and Androth islands. 

14. Fisheries: 

This group consist of 10 lables providing infor­
mation collected from the departments of fisheries and 
co-operations (that is various co-operative societies). 
Tables 4.301(b), 4.302(b), 4.303, 4.703(b) relate to 
fisheries department, whereas tables 4.301(a),4.302(a), 
4.701, 4.703(a), 4.201, 5.303 relate to the co-operative 
society. Fishing activities are carried out by the 
co-operative societies as well as by the fisheries depart­
ment. Hence tables on fishing are presented separately 
under two sections. Fishermen's primary co-operative 
societies are functioning in Minicoy, Agatti and Kiltan. 
There are no licensed fishermen in this district. 
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The islands are dependent on the mainland for 
their entire day-to-day requirements except coir and 
copra. ProvisiullS to stationery articles are brought 
from the mainland through co-operative marketing 
federations. Table 4.703(a) reveals the number of 
godowns in all· the islands of this district as on 1970. 
The cold storage which has been shown in Minico-y is 
attached to the canning factory. The details of the 
number of co-operative societies, mc;:mbership, share 
capital, working capital, loans advanced and recoveries 
made are furnished in the table 5.303. 
15. Land Reforms and Revenue: 

Thi~ group comprises 5 tables namely, 5.102, 
5.108, 5.104, 5.902 and 5.903. These tables give 
details of land reform system and revenue, distribution 
of holding by size group, survey and settlement opera­
tions, receipt of tax and registration of documents and 
value of properties transferred. The system of land 
revenue is not in force in this district. 'Nadapoo' is 
the local name of the tenancy that is prevailing in this 
district. No rental value has been fixed in this district 
pending finalisation of settlement operations. No 
cousolidation of holdings has been introduced in the 
islands of this district. Similarly ceiling ofland i5 also 
not been implemented here. The table 5.108 gives ~he 
distribution of holdings by size group based on the 
latest available data. Table 5.903 gives the details' of 
register documents and value of properties transferred 
in the district from 1961-70. Since ~he registration 
act was implemented in 1970 only, information relating 
to collection of fee etc., is available only for that year. 

16. Criminal and Civil Justice: 

This group includes 7 tables. Table 5.501 gives 
information regarding number of criminal cognizable 
as well as non-cognizable, both major and minor cases 
disposed during 1969-70. T~ble 5.502 gives details of 
offences year-wise from 1961-70. Table 5.503 gives 
particulars of convicts by nature of crime, age group 
and education for the year 1970 only. Table 5.504 
furnishes information regarding punishment inflicted 
in criminal cases in the year 1970. Table 5.601 provides 
information regarding various types of suits filed in 
the civil court of the district during 1961-70. Table 
5.701 gives information regarding police stations, 
outpost, etc., found in the district and their approxi­
mate distance from the nearest railway station. Table 
5.702 furnishes information regarding strength of 
police force available in the district year-wise from 
1961 to 1970. 

17. Parliamentary Constituency: 

This section includes 2 tables. Table 6.401 gives 
information regarding number of parliamentary 
constituencies available in the district and the nature 
of the constituencies. It may be noted that there is 
only one constituency in the district. The table 6.402 
gives the analysis of voting behaviour with reference 
to different parties in the Parliamentary Constituencies. 
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Annexure to Table 1.0. 

YE.ARS OF MAXIMUM AND MINIMUM TEMPERATURE 

Maximum temperatUle Minimum temperature 
-

Temperature in Temperature in 
Year degree Year degree 

Station 

centigrade centigrade 
--- -------_----_._-- ~-~-~--- ----------------~------.--------------------

1 2 3 4 5 

MINICOY 1961 32.5 1961 20.3 
1962 33.1 1962 20.0 
1963 33.6 1963 19.6 
1964 33.4 1964 19.1 
1965 32.8 1965 19.2 
1966 32.9 1966 18.0 
1967 33.2 1967 19.1 
1968 33.0 1968 18.7 
1969 34.1 1969 19.4 
1970 33.3 1970 16.7 
1971 33.7 1971 18.0 

ANDROTH 1965 xx 1965 xx 
1966 34.3 1966 20.7 
1967 xx 1967 xx 
1968 34.5 1968 20.2 
1969 35.0 1969 20.7 
1970 35.0 1970 19.7 
]971 xx 1971 xx 

AGATTl 1965 xx 1965 xx 
1966 32.6 1966 22.8 
1967 33.6 1967 xx 
1968 32.6 1968 xx 
1969 xx 1969 xx 
1970 xx 1970 xx 
1971 33.0 1971 xx 

AMINI 1961 35.5 1961 21.0 
1962 36.3 1962 19.4 
1963 xx 1963 xx 
1964 35.9 1964 19.5 
1965 33.9 1965 20.3 
1966 33.9 1966 21.1 
]967 34.5 1967 20.6 
1968 33.8 1968 21.3 
1969 34.6 ]969 21.2 
1970 34.4 1970 20.0 
1971 34.6 1971 20.5 

xx - Data not availahle 

Source: Meteorological Centre. l\1,ldras. 
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Table 1.02 

RAINFALL STATISTICS IN MILLIMETRES BY MONTHS AND YEARS (1961-711 

Station: MINI COY 

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 
Month Rainy Rairi:- -----Ralny --Rai~- - -- -Ralny- -Ifaln--- Rainy Rain- --Rain-y--Rai-n~--

days fall days fall days fall days fall days fall 
------------- ---------------------------------~--------

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

December 

1966 
Rainy Rain-
days fall 

]2 

2 

o 

o 

6 

18 

15 

10 

7 

12 

8 

6 

13 

:2.2 

0.8 

8.3 

1.9 

109.6 

412.3 

2S0.8 

154.5 

136.9 

284.7 

62.0 

'89.3 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

7 114.9 Ill.3 II 126.7 4.9 o 0.0 

2 94.8 o 0.0 5 112.9 7.1 o 0.7 

o 0.0 o 0.0 1 6.5 1 ! lOA o O.S 

4 62.5 6 ] 36.7 5 114.4 3 78.0 4 63.8 

12 252.6 15 30S.2 10 181.9 9 128.3 9 270.4 

13 33S.6 II 224.9 12 168.2 294.4 12 134.5 

15 174.0 18 276.2 ].5 309.6 18 376.7 8 189.0 

18 281.4 11 226.5 17 206.1 12 225.1 9 175.9 

11 137.8 10 209.4 11 165.1 17 335.1 8 190.5 

6 96.9 12 ISO.t 6 6004 11 166.0 9 204.3 

8 122.8 38.1 15 306.6 7 120.2 10 108.1 

7 159.9 4 76.1 5 77.8 3 32.6 9 539.4 

1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 
Rainy Rain- Rainy Rain- Rainy Rain- Rainy Rain- Rainy Rain-
days fall days fall days fall days fall days fall 

16 17 IS 19 20 21 22 23 14 

2 

15 

43.3 
---------------------------------__ ._----

3 80.8 o 1.9 

5.4 5.4 1 16.5 

2 6.7 4 97.7 o Trace 

3 '44.6 5 57.9 6 99.9 

9 235.8 2 7.4 12 396.4 

20 349.0 19 349.4 7 81.7 

13 214.7 22 46.t.9 11 169.9 

17 278.9 14 149.S 9 163.5 

8 155 4 14 23S.0 6 85.9 

10 209.6 10 SO.6 4 9S.3 

8 1~ 1.5 5 6].0 9 281.1 

4 56.2 5 90.2 13 237.9 

72 

3 56.1 

4 

3 

2 

14 

12 

18 

12 

9 

5 

3 

13 

23.7 

41.3 

30.1 

192.5 

246.9 

462.6 

324.2 

93.5 

33.0 

56.6 

278.6 

1 

7 

10 

IS 

15 

16 

13 

3 

3 

II 

15.4 

8.3 

16.3 

76.8 

269.2 

275.0 

281.6 

313.4 

350.9 

71.0 

89.4 

436.7 



Tallie 1.02 

i{AINFALL STATI§flCS IN MILLlMETRES BY MONTHS AND YEARS 11965-711 

Station·: ANDROTH 

1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Month Rainy Rain- R·.liny RUln- Rainv Rain- Rainy Rain- Rainy Ram- Rainv Rain- Rainy Rain-
day,> fdil days fall da)s fall days fall days fall days fall days fa Ii 

January 

Feh1 uary 

!'vLlfCh 

April 

May 

June 

Ju'y 

August 

Sepknlh.:r 

OctobCl 

Nov~mber 

D~cember 

XX xx 

x\ xx 

xx xx 

" x x x 
14 261.5 

II 192.3 

II _78 R 

to: <A.S 
(, ~ 1.1 

X 136 I 

(, c~S6.2 

2 45 2 
() ( . () 

I I (l () 

I 9.g 

o 0.0 
1 S 397 I 

-3 526.4 

Itl 16RG 

13 

II 

5 

328.\) 

'!(JO 4 

192.1 

3 

o 
u 
o 
7 

19 
I') 

16 

II 

8 

4 

2 

1'.6 
0.0 

()O 

0.0 

IS7.5 

:'-27.1 

'27.7 

334.5 

86.3 

8-U 

26.5 

11 g 

2.6 
o ().o 
1 27.X 

4 48.1 

2 42.5 

18 438.2 

26 577.9 

13 I J .. U 

14 15l:i.8 

5 44.5 

6 49.S 

3.·1 

Tahle 1.02 

o 
() 

4 

6 

15 

15 

12 

II 

10 

11 

7 

20.6 

0.0 
n.O 

72.1 

143.3 

230.7 

221. ~ 

IS 1.7 

I 13.3 

:'30.9 

225.4 

133 2 

o 0.0 

(J 1 .-+ 

o 0.0 

I 4.2 

6 137.2 

18 431.9 

20 696.5 

15 ':;32.6 

II 262.5 

13 242.7 

5 YO.7 
o (l.O 

o 0.0 
S.3 

o 00 

2 ~ 1.3 

7 297.8 

.\X xx 
-

'(x xx 

xx xx 

xx xx 

xx xx 

xx xx 

XX }." 

RAINFALL SfATlSTlCS IN MILLlMETI~ES BY MONTHS AND YEARS 11965-71) 

Station: AGATTl 

1965 1966 ]967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Mlmth Rainy Rain- Rainy Rain- Rainy R~lln- Rainy Rain- Rainy Rain- Rainy Rain- Rainy Rain-

January 

February 

Mareh 

April 

May 

June 

J lily 

AugLl~t 

September 

October 

November 

December 

days fall days fall da)s fall days fall days fall da)s fall day fall 

XX xx 

xx xx 

xx xx 

\.\ xx 

x\ \x 

9 258.2 

() 128.8 

12 239.0 

12 84.5 

I 16.4 

5 57.8 

9 254.1 

3 18.1 

o 0.0 

o 0.0 

() 0.0 

I 13.5 

16 361.6 

17 457.5 

7 96.7 

15 201.6 

9 187.2 

6 220.7 

41..+ 

a 0.0 

o 0.0 
o 0.0 
o 0.0 
5 125.0 

16 185.1 
17 190.2 

12 154.4 

10 

6 

3 

114.0 

73.0 

30.8 

4 33.4 

73 

o 2.1 

o 0.0 

o 0.2 

xx 15.4 

o 0.0 
18 431.2 

21 410.6 

7 53.4 

17 175.1 

5 37.5 

3 29.0 

3 23.6 

2 

o 
o 
.., 
.J 

6 

11 

9 

9 

6 

6 

5 

7 

72.4 

0.0 

0.0 
41.7 

143.3 

85.1 

110.6 

2t)8.3 

78.8 

l6l.2 

50.1 

123.2 

o 0.0 
o 0.0 

o 0.0 

2 47.7 

xx xx 

xx "\x 

13 29-+.2 

1-1- 2-1-2.7 

11 181.6 

7 55.0 

6 81.5 

o 0.0 

o 0.0 

o 1.2 

o 0.0 

10.3 

9 265.0 

17 217.6 

12 ]07.5 

16 330.2 

10 250.1 

9 75.4 

21.1 

2 26.8 



Table 1.02 

RAINFALL STATISTICS IN MILLlMETR1·:S BY MONTHS AND YEARS 11961 711 

Station: AMINI 

Month Rainy 
days 

1961 

Rain­
fall 

Rainy 
days 

1962 1963 1964 
----------- - -----~----~---------~~-

Rain­
fall 

Rainy 
days 

RaIn­
fall 

Rainy 
days 

Rain- Raim 
fall days 

1965 

Rain­
. fall 

-----------~-~-- -------

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1966 

a 

o 

() 

15 

20 

17 

15 

17 

8 

6 

2 

3 

5.6 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

589.6 

847.8 

420.6 

175.0 

293.8 

199.3 

74.7 

27.8 

1967 

4 

3 

o 

o 

9 

6 

14 

15 

13 

13 

xx 

5 

12.0 

0.0 

0.0 

354.2 

73.1 

132.8 

346.9 

194.2 

241.6 

29.0 

xx 

1968 
---------------------

Rainv 
days 

Rain­
fall 

Roliny 
days 

Rain­
fall 

Rainy 
days 

Rain­
fall 

6 7 8 9 10 II 

xx xx 

xx xx 

xx xx 

30.8 

10 227.3 

17 297.8 

19 424.8 

17 :93.6 

8 78.5 

13 166.6 

7 116.3 

4 

Rainy 
days 

86.4 

1969 

Rain­
fall 

o 

o 

o 

o 
18 

20 

10 

16 

..j. 

9 

00 

00 

0.0 

2.8 

0.1 

457.9 

437.3 

124.0 

350.0 

75.8 

61.5 

15.5 

1970 

Rainy Rain-
days fall 

o 

2 

o 

6 

14 

11 

13 

4 

4 

3 

5 

Raltly 
days 

1971 

0.6 

21.3 

0.0 

4.2 

91.8 

1 7.8 

119.1 

432.1 

31.7 

48.2 

64.4 

166.7 

Rain­
fall 

--- ------ ---- -- - - - -_, - - ---- -- ------- --- ------
12 

2 

o 
o 

17 

17 

7 

13 

10 

5 

2 

13 

9.6 

0.0 

o.v 

6.0 

16.6 

345.9 

422.3 

215.8 

234.1 

342.0 

157.4 

59.4 

14 

o 
o 
o 
o 

6 

18 

17 

8 

8 

7 

1 

2 

15 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

132.4 

391.4 

422.5 

101.9 

72.5 

119.5 

16.2 

34.1 

One Rainy day = 2 5 mms. or more 

xx: Data not available. 

Source: Meteorologi'cal Centre, l\ladl 'h 

16 

o 

o 

o 

o 

15 

23 

6 

15 

6 

2 

17 

0.0 

0.0 

1.8 

30.1 

0.0 

401.2 

446.1 

49.2 

199.7 

33.1 

7.5 

15.0 

74 

18 

o 

o 

3 

6 

11 

10 

9 

8 

9 

6 

7 

19 

24.9 

0.0 

0.0 

39.3 

268.8 

105.0 

94.2 

287.7 

LOS.5 

158.8 

73.5 

166.4 

20 21 

o 

o 

o 
3 

8 

19 

17 

10 

11 

9 

6 

o 

0.5 

0.0 

0.0 

47.2 

215.0 

287.6 

422.4 

240.7 

147.5 

139.4 

119.8 

0.0 

22 

o 

2 

o 

9 

20 

14 

15 

14 

7 

2 

23 

0.0 

.38.2 

0.0 

8.6 

416.1 

411.0 

147.0 

422.4 

283.5 

66.8 

8.9 

68.0 



Annexure to Table 1.02 

YEARS OF NORMAL RAINFALL, DROUGHT AND EXCESSIVE RAINFALL FOR EACH STATION 

Annual Normal Actual Total Rainfall Departure 
Classifi-Year Rainfall in Rainfall from normal Percentage 

millimetres in millimetres m millimetres cation 

----- -- -- --~----

2 3 4 5 6 
.----- -----~----~~ 

MINICOY 

1961 1640A 1836.2 + 195.8 +11.9 Normal 

1962 1640.4 1686.5 + 26.1 + 1.5 Normal 

1963 16-1.0.4 1836.2 + 195.8 +11.9 Normal 

1964 1640.4 1778.8 + 138.4 + 8.4 Normal 

1965 1640.4 1877 4 +237.0 +14.4 Normal 

1966 1640.4 1543.3 - 97.1 - 5.9 Normal 

1967 1640.4 1741.1 +100.7 + 6.1 Normal 

1968 1640.4 1683.1 + 42.7 + 2.6 Normal 

1969 1640.4 1630.0 10.4 - 0.6 Normal 

1970 1640.4 1829.1 + 188.7 +11.5 Normal 

1971 1640.4 2204.0 +563.6 +34.3 Excess 

AMINI 

1961 1504.3 2634.2 + 1129.7 +75.0 Excess 

1962 1504.3 1410.2 94.3 - 6.3 Normal 

1963 1504.3 * 
1964 1504.3 1524.9 + 20.4 + 1.3 Normal 

1965 1504.3 1177.9 326.6 -21.7 Deficit 

1966 1504.3 1809.1 + 304.6 +13.6 Normal 

1967 1504.3 1290.5 - 214.0 -14.2 Normal 

1968 1504.3 1181.7 322.8 -21.5 Deficit 

1969 1504.3 1324.1 180.4 -12.0 Normal 

1970 1504.3 1621.1 + 116.6 + 7.7 Normal 

1971 1504.3 1870.5 + 366.0 +24.3 Exce~s 

Not!,· (i) Percentagt! under col. (5) mean~ Rainfall Departure exces~ or deficit expressed as percentage of Normal. 

Ui) In calculation of Excess, Deticit and the percentages r.tinfall figures are taken correct to 0.1 millimetre. 
Excess: :Wo" or more: NOlmal: + 19°0 to ·--19'),,; Deficit: -20"" to 59%; 
Scanty: 600

" or less: No ram: -1000
;, 

(iii) Siruil.u- Inful matlOl1 in reganl h) Agatll and Androth could not be pr-:,ented fl'r "ant of rainfall normal,. 

(ivj '" denote, "Jata not available' . 
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table 2.01 

MAJOR EVENTS OF THE DECADE 11961-19701 OF THE UNION fERRlTORY OF LAKSHADWEEP 

- -.-- .. ,-,--~----------------------------------------
Event 

f::pidcmic 

Epidemi~' 

CyclUlllc 

Cyclonc 

Year of 
o.:cunenc-: 

2 

1961 

1962 

l%J 

1965 

Earthq1lake 1971 

OLltbn:ak of dy..,c:lk'ry 
on ~! J1la~~ ..,cd.: 
durin!.! June le) 

Augll~t, 1961 

Outbreak of i,lfluenza 
\)ll a ma..,s ~c,tle in 
DCl:cmber, 1l)(Jl. 

Cyclon~ of mild 
illten~ity 

CYclone with 
COlltJllOliS hea\ v 
rain and strong \~i'ld. 

Earthquake of Illoder­
a te intensity affened 
Kalpeni i,land on 
21-2-1971. 

Alea of 
o.:currellce 

4 

Popula­
ti,JI1 

.1tTected 

5 

Andr"l!! 1.000 
hland 

Minicoy 1,500 
I,land 

AJidlvth 1,.)UU 
h1alid 

Androth, 4,000 
Kalpc,li 2,500 
and 
Kavara1Li 2,000 

Kalpenl 
Island 

3.150 

Other part ie-ular, 

Mediclllc ... were ru..,h.:d to Andnlth in a Naval 
~hip (I.N.S. Kui'/IilJl) .1I1'.! ..,illl,ltioll gilt co ltrolled. 
Numb.:,- of death,; 100. 

Mcdicil1t: ... \'.erc sent immediatelv ,md ~ituation 
l..'dlllfOlll'd. No d.:a!Jh. . 

S4U CuCOhl.it trees were upr.,(,ted. 

A hltal of 12. 995 tree~ illduding 10,791 coconut 
tree~ were upruotcd. 15 n::"idelltl~1I builtling'> 
were clll11pktely dc~troyt:d. 426 re"identidl 
bLlilding~ and 59 non-residential buildings were 
materially or partially damaged. One live bait 
tank under cOlhtrllc1ion by the PWD in Kav.lratti 
W:lj complcrely destrovcu. One child. 3! vcar~ 
old, was killed at Androth due to col1ap~,e' of a 
house. The total estimated loss of Government 
building:- at Kalpeni was Rs. 16,000 and at 
Androth R~. 15,000. Four odam~ (sailing 
ves~cls) \\ere lost in the sea with l:argo and 26 
crew. 

Government ~u~taiJled a 10t<ll Jo~s of 
R~ .. \8,237.2X heing the cost of Go\erntllent G:rgo 
Jo~t and jettisoned. 

Time of lHigin . 1600 houri>. 
57 Minutes -10 .+7 Seconds 1 ST, 
9.R 01onh. 74 Eel..,t 
l:;picentre 50 Kms. I>outh ea~t of Kalpeni 
Magnitude Ahout 4~ on the Richter ~cak. 
Loss or d.llnage: Nil. 

Source: Items Numl::er 1, 2 and 3: Annual Administration rcpol t, of the rc>pective }cars. 

hems Numt,.i' <I and;:;. Secreldfiat, Adm;lll ;11',,1,011, Union t~rrito(y of Lukcllad,\I;!,·I'. 
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Table 3.112 
ISLANDWISE NUMBER OF POST OFFICES AND TELEGRAPH OFFICES YEAR BY YEAR 

FROM 1961 TO 1970 

Number of post offices 
-~ -~ _-------- -- -

Year. Number of NUJ1lbe l ' of Number of Number of Numher of Number of Number of Number "f boxes inclu-Head Po~t Branch Sub-Post E D. Branch ding tho~e at rural deli- Telegraph Public call 
offices Post oflke, offices Po~t offices Post offices very staff offices officcs 

-----~-~------ .. _---
:2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1961 Nil 9 Nil Nil 9 9 4 Nil 

1962 Nil 9 Nil Nil 9 9 8 Nil 

1963 Nil 9 Nil Nil 9 9 9 Nil 

1964 Nil 7 :2 Nil 9 9 9 Nit 

1965 Nil Nil <) Nil 9 9 9 Nil 

1966 Nil Nil 9 Nil 9 9 9 Nil 

1967 Nil Nil 9 Nil 9 9 9 Nil 

\ 
1968 Nil Nil 9 Nil 9 9 9 Nil 

1969 Nil Nil 9 Nil 9 9 9 Nil 

1970 Nil Nil 9 Nil 9 9 9 Nil 

Source: Superintendent of Post Offices, Cabcut D vi,ion. 

Table 3.113 
NUMBER OF POST CARDS, LInTERS, NEWSPAPERS, PARCELS AND PACKETS HANDLED 

IN THE DIFFERENT POST OFFICES IN THE LACCADIVE, MINICOY AND AMINDIVI ISLANDS 

Parcels 
Year Post card., Letters Nc\\ spapcrs Books and Insured 

Un- parcels letters 
Registered Register~d 

"-_---------- _-- --
I 2 3 5 6 7 8 -------_---

1961 39,001 . 393,4 17 78,341 59,847 

1962 47,323 387,624 6'),434 60,734 

1963 41,895 401,001 83,691 61,883 

1964 48,164 396,672 78,4'13 63.49') 

1965 49,287 391,451 S9,937· 65,261 

1966 50,133 402,246 86,341 66,332 

1967 51,276 399,781 89,007 67,121 

1968 49,445 380,972 90,001 64,294 

1969 52,336 406,941 S9,647 65,372 

1970 54,300 411,000 90,807 68,100 

Sl)lIfCe : Superintendent llf Post Offkes. Caliclit Division 
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Table 3.:;04 

PROGRESS OF ELECTRICITY SUPPLY, IN THE UNION TERRITORY 

Installed ca paci ty of generating eapac i ty Energy E~ergy obta- Aggregate of 
generated in Ined from . Energy utside the maxlmu~l Rate per 

Year Diesel Total this Uninn ,0 Uni n demand In sold 
Steam . Hydro (K.W.H.) K W,H 

(K.W.) (K.W.) terrltury . 0 the year 
(K, W.) terntory and (K.W.H) 

sources 

-- --~---~-~---~----- -----
I 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1961 Nil 

1962 91-00 91-00 3,361 N.A. 2,823 60 paise 

1963 147-00 147-00 19,513 N.A. 18,518 - 60 paise 

1964 147-00 147-00 41,397 
" 

N.A. 37,427 60 pai~e 

1965 205-80 205-80 63,983 N.A. 57,401 60 paise 

1966 315-40 315-40 1,11,513 N.A. 95,516 60 pai<e 

1967 372-20 372-20 1,48,039 45.0 1,28,687 60 pai~e 

1968 401-80 401-80 1,95,568 52-5 1,59,539 60 paise 

1969 401-80 401-80 2,66,378 
" 

60-0 
, 

2,14,376 60 paise 

1970 495-12 495-12 2,67,289 
" 

65-0 2,15,052 60 paise 

N. A.: Data not available 

Source: Department 01 CkctricilY. Ldkshadweep, Kavuratti. 
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Table 3.206 

NUMBER OF ISLANDS CONNECTED BY ELECTRICITY 

Year Number of islands connected by electricity 

2 

1961 

1962 
1963 

1964 2 

1965 4 

1966 4 

1967 4 

1968 S 

1969 6 

1970 7 

Source: Department or Electricity, Lakshad\\ccp. Kavaratti. 

Table 3.207 

Minicoy 

Minicoy 

Remarks 

3 

Minicoy and Kavaratti. 

Mil1ic,)y, Kavaratti, Amini 
and Androth. 

Minicoy, Kavaratti, Amini 
and Androth. 

Minicoy, Kavaratti~ Amini 
and Androth. 

MilliL'oj, Kavaratti, Amini, 
Androth and Kalpeni, 

Minicoy, Kavaratti, Amini, 
Androth, Kalpeni and 
Agatti. 

Minicay, Kavaratti, Amini, 
Androth. Kalpeni, Agatti 
and Kadmat. 

RATE FOR SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY BY PURPOSE 

Rate per K wtt. for 
----~----.-~ -- -------------------~.--

Domestic or residen· 
lndw,trial Power tial consumption Commercial 

Year -- --- - - ---- ------ Public 
Heat and light Heat and Light and Low and High PuolIc Tradion Irrigation \\lal~r and 
small and Fan small Fan MrJium voltage lighting sewage 
Power p::Jwer voltage supply pump 109 

supply 
----_. 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 ._--_._-
1961 
1962 60 pai~e 60 paise 40 paise 60 paise 40 paise 
1963 60 pai~e 60 paise 40 paise 60 pai~ 40 pai~e 
1964 60 pai"e 60 raise 40 pai~e 60 paise 40 pai~e 
1965 60 pai~e 60 paise 40 paj~e 60 paise 40 paise 
1966 60 paise 60 paise 40 pai!>e 60 paise 40 paise 
1967 60 paise 60 paise 40 pai~c 60 pai~e 40 pabe 
1968 60 pai~e 60 pai~e 40 pai"e 60 paise 40 paise 
1969 60 paise 60 paise 40 paise 60 paise 40 paise 
1970 60 paise 60 paise 40 pai:,e 60 paise 40 paise 

Source: Depanl1l<:lIt of Electricity. Lakshad\\eep, Kav"r<itti. 
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Scheme 

Village H0ltsillg 
Project Scheme 
(Ll)an) 

2 Welfare of Back­
ward CJa~~es 
H0using Scheme 
~Subsidy) 

1able 3.302 

IMPLEMENTATION OF HOUSING SCHEME 

Area sekcted for 
implementation 

2 

'I he I.'ntin: territory 1.)[ La.:c~dl\'e. 

Minicoyand Amindi\ i hlaJld~. 

'1111.' t:lltire h'fJilury of Ltcc.ldl\t\ 
Minicoy and Amindivi hland5. 

Target 

Numb"r of Olltlay 
Housing units (000 Rs.) 

3 4 

5.000 

]5 20.UOO 

Achievement 

Number of 
How,ing 

units 

5 

7 

ExpendiLlre 
(000 Rs i 

6 

17.620 

Source: Secretariat of the Uilion territory of Lakshad\\'eep, Kavaratti. 

Table 4.705 

NUMBER OF SHOP-CUM-RESIDENCE, BUSINESS AND 

COMMERCIAL HOUSES IN 1970 (ON BASIS OF HOUSELlST) 

----~------------~--------------------' 
1~land 

Minicuy 

KalpeJli 

Androth 

Agatti 

Kavaratti 

Amini 

Kadmat 

Kiltan 

Chetlat 

Bitra 

Shop-cum­
residence 

5 

6 

5 

3 

8 

82 

Busll1ess 
hJuses I 

3 

33 

37 

29 

58 

43 

52 

37 

31 

7 

Commercial 
houses 



APPENDIX-! 

STATEMENT OF RESIDENTIAL AND NON--RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS CO~STRUCTED 

BY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENTS IN L M & A DISTRICT (1960-71) 

Minicoy Kalpeni Androth Agatti Kavaratti 

Yedr 
NOI1- Resid- Non- Resid- Non- Re,id- Non- Re,id- Non- Rcsi,'-
Resid- clltial Resid- ential Re~id- ential Resid- ential Resid- ~ntia: 

ential entiat entiat entia! entia! 
-- -- ~ ------- --------_--- ~ 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 1 

}%O GI 4 

1961-62 3 4 3 3 7 

1962-63 4 16 4 6 10 

1963·~61 5 28 
.., 

8 3 13 6 _) 

196~-65 2 8 6 1 3 "3 

1965-66 2 7 12 2 3 6 3 12 

1966~67 -l 6 4 6 6 7 9 5 5 

1967-68 6 2 4 ..) 2 12 13 5 

196"-69 7 16 6 3 5 1 6 3 29 

1969-70 7 12 3 2 4 7 1 2 2 

Total 3(1 88 28 39 30 40 18 31 42 104 

Amini Kadmat Kiltan Chetlat Bitra 
Non- Resid- Non- Re,id- NOI1- ResiJ Non- Resid- Nun- Resid- lot::li Resid- ential R\!~id .. entlnl R..:!sid- ential R\!::,iJ- entia I RC~ld- ential 
ential ential cntial entia I ential -- -~-------- - ----- ---_ -~ - -- -----------------_---_--~---

12 13 14 15 1 II 17 18 19 20 21 22 

2 8 

2 1 25 

3 4 1 2 51 

3 2 2 3 80 

3 8 1 7 4 2 4 83 

5 3 6 2 2 4 2 72 

5 4 4 10 3 1 4 1 85 

4 2 ~ 3 66 

3 ') 4 4 2 7 100 -

8 2 2 2 6 62 

30 31 20 23 16 19 12 22 3 632 
-- ---- - ,---- - - _-4_'" _ ...... __ •• ___________ 

Sourl:e: Public Works Department, Lakshadweep, Kavarattl. 
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APPE~DIX-lI 

STATEMENT SHOWING EXPENDITURE (IN RUPEES) INCURRED BY PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT IN CONSTRUCTING RESIDENTIAL AND NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS IN 

L M & A DISTRICT (1960-71) 

Year 

1960-61 
1961-62 
196~---()3 

1963 6-1 
1 <l6~ 65 
1965 66 
1966-67 
1967-6~ 

J96X--69 
1969-70 
All years 

Total building~ constructed 
(Non-Residential + Residential) 

2 

8 
25 
51 
80 
1$3 
72 
85 
66 

100 
62 

632 

Source: Public Works Department, Lakshadweep, Kavaratti. 

Table 3.501 

Total expenditure incurred in Rupees 

3 

4,72,640.00 
9,12,674.00 

11 ,'n, 166.00 
I), 15,338.00 
15,O~,788.0() 

14;23,99 HlO 
9,75,132.00 

11',21,345.00 
12,09.334,00 

7,47,):iS:OO 
1,08,79,769.00 

MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH INSTITUTiONS IN THE UNION TERRITORY OF 
LACCADIVE, MINICOY AND AMINDIVI ISLANDS -

Description 1961 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1962 

.~ 
------"--- --- -~--------

2 

Primary Health Centres 
(a) Number 5 
(b) Numher of beds 50 

Ho~pitals mcluding llursing homc~ 
(a) Number 
(b) Number of beds 

Dispensaries 
(a) Number 
(b) Number of beds 

Maternity and Child Welfare Centres 
(a) Number 
(b) Numbel ofbcds 

Special Medical Institutions 
(i) Leprosy Clinics· 

(a) Number 
(b) Number of beds 

(ii) V. D. Clinic 
(a) Number 
(b) Num ber of beds 

(iii) T. B. Clinic 
(a) Numb~r 
(b) Numh-:r of beds 

(tv) Menta! Hospj<]1 
(a) Number 
(b) Number of beds 

5 
50 

20 

4 5 

7 7 
70 70 

2 
20 . 50 

6 7 8 9 10 

7 7 7 7 7 
70 70 70 70 70 

2 2 2 2 2 
50 50 50 50 50 

* There are n::> Leprosy Clinics (0r beds) functiocling in th:s Union territoy, but l:lere are three H. D. Sanatoria existing 
in these islands. These three Sanatoria can accommodate about 80 patients 

Source: Directorate of Medical and Health Services, Union territory of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti. 
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Table 3.501 (a) 

HOSPITALS DISPENSARIES AND RELATED STATISTICS 1970 

Where By whom 
Staff as in 1970 

Number 
Number of patients, 1970 

Name located ------_-
(Jsland) maintained Medical Nursing Others of beds. Male Female Total 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Government Ho!>pital Kavaratti Lakshadweep 2 13 30 29,302 .24,6'13 53,915 
Administration 

Government Hospital Minicoy Lakshadwecp 2 3 14 20 27,223 41,002 68,225 
Administration 

Primary Health Centre Androth Laksliadweep 6 10 24,615 22,731 47,346 
Administration 

Primary Health Centre Amini Lakshadweep 7 10 38,264 27,016 65,280 
Admil1istration 

Primary Health Centre Kalpeni Lakshadweep 5 10 9,280 6,22&- 15,508 
Administration 

Primary Health Centre Agatti Lakshadweep 5 10 3,983 4,022 8,005 
Administration 

Primary Health Centre Kadmat Lakshadweep 6 10 12,122 13,788 25,910 
Administration 

Primary Health Centre Kiltan Lakshadweep 4 10 2,300 1,849 4,149 
Administration 

Primary Health Centre Chellat Lakshad" eep 4 10 8,432 6,475 14.907 
Administra tion 

Source: Directorak of Me.lical anJ Health Services. Union territory of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti 

Table 3.502 

MEDICAL AND PARA-MEDICAL PERSONNEL IN THE DISTRICT 

Category 
1961 1966 1970 

-

Rura) Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban 
~------ -- -~- ------_-- -

2 3 4 5 (> 7 ---- --~-- - - ------~-- -

1. Number of Regi~tereJ Medical Practitioners 

(a) Allopathic 7 9 9 

(b) HOll1oeopathic 

(c) Ayurvedic 

(d) Unani 

2. N umber of regi~tered nurses 4 5 

3. Number of regi~tered mid-wives 

4. Number of registered vaccinators 9 9 9 

Source: Directorate of Medical and Health Services. Union territory of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti. 
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Table 3.504 

PUBLIC HEALTH ACTIVITIES (VACCINATION, MALARIA CONTROL, B. C. G.) 

Vaccination Malaria Control B.C.G. 

Places protected during 

Year 

Number of 
vaccination Number 

of revacci-
Target 1st Round 2nd Round Number tested Number vaccinated 

Rural Urban nation. Rural Urban Rwal Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban 
-- - --- --~-- --~------ --

2 3 4 5 6 7' 8 9 )0 II 12 13 14 

1961 7·19 4903 
1962 13' I 7850 

1963 1422 I(H73 

196-t 837 8042 
1965 3-t-t5 11553 
1966 3.140 9419 
1967 1190 7238 
1968 1697 10909 
1969 652 6438 
1970 1094 8546 

Note: A malaria control unit (0.1 Unit) has been established in this Union territory with headquarters at Minicoy only during 1974-75 
Source: Directorate of Medical and Health Services, Lakshadweep, Kavaratti. 

Table 5.401 

FAMILY PLANNING CENTRE 1970 

Number of persons sterlised 
SI. 
No. 

Location of family planning centre 

2 

I. Government Hospital, Minicoy 

2. Government Primary Health Centre, Kalpeni 

3. Government Primary Health Centre, Androth 

4. Government Primary Health Centre, Agatti 

5. Government Hospital, Kavaratti 

6. Government Primary Health Centre, Amini 

7. Government Primary Health Centre, Kadmat 

8. Government Primary Health Centre, Kiltan 

9. Government Primary Health Centre, Chetlat 

10. Government First Aid Centre, Bitra 

Male 

3 

5 

4 

2 

7 

5 

Note: There IS no Family Planning Centres as such In this Union territory. 

Female Adopted 
IUCD 

4 5 

Number of persons 
to whom contracep-
tives have been issued 

6 

680 

50 

55 

52 

130 

15 

105 

38 

But Family Planning Programme has been edrried aLit in Government Hm.pltals,'Government Primary Health Centres. 
Source: Directorate of Medical & Health Services. Union territory of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti. 
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Island 

Table 3.601 (a) 

PRE-PRIMARY, PRIMARY, SECONDARY AND HIGHER SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS TOGETHER WITH STRENGTH OF TEACHERS AS ON 31-3-1970 

No of teachers Pre-Primary Primary Junior Basic Senior Basic Secondary Higher 
Secondary 

-_~-~ 

No M F No M F No M F No M F No M F No M F No M F 
-~---- ---------- - -------_----- --- ----~-- --- ---_ -~-_------ ----------

r 2 3 4 5 6 7 
---_-

Minicoy 4 26 10 

Kalpcni 4 30 15 
Androth 6 30 15 
Agatti 4 23 7 
Kavaratti 4 30 20 
Amini 6 38 8 

Kadmat 4 19 3 
Kiltan 3 15 6 
Chetlat* 3 11 4 
Bitra I 

• Includes Balawadi under Pre-Primary 
No Number of Institutions 

M Males 
F Females 

3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 

8 9 10 11 12 

2 6 
1 6 

I 3 2 10 
1 4 5 

2 
3 13 

2 8 
4 

Sour'.e: Education department, UT of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti. 

Table 3.601 (b) 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

6 20 
1 3 11 1 21 1 

2 7 17 3 

14 4 
10 9 18 7 

1 3 24 2 
3 11 ~ 

6 11 

3 11 

DIRECTORY OF SECONDARY AND HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Year of 
Number of students Number of teachers 

L:>catton Name of as on 31-3-1970 as en 31-3-1970 
code number place Name of School Establish-

ment 
Male Female Male Female 

_---- ---------

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
---- -- - - - - -- -- -- -- ----~ ------ ----_-- --- --~--_-- --------_ 

Minicoy Government High School, 1969-70 466 82 20 
Minicoy 

:2 Kalpeni Government High School, 1962 225 97 21 
Kalpeni 

3 Androth Government High SchooL 1966 223 43 17 3 
Androth 

5 Kavafdtti Government Higher 1965-66 146 42 18 7 
Secondary SchooL 
Kavaratti 

6 Amini Government High School, 1960 384 53 24 2 
Amini 

Source - Cols 2,3 & 5 to 8 Tables 3 601 and 3.602 
Col. 4 District Gazetteer, UT of Lakshadweep 

(corrected based on statement No.3 601 & 3.602) 
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Table 3.711 

FAIRS AND FESTIVAL BY NATURE OF OCCASION, 1970 

Union territory 

Laccadive, Minicoy 
and Amindivi islands 

Source Local enquiriEis. 

Month' 
Religious 

2 3 

January 

February ,1 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 1 

September 1 

October 

November 

December 

Number of fairs related to occasions which are 
- ---_---- --_-

Exhibition of 
Social Cultural Political Agricultural 

products 

4 5 6 7 

Table 3.709 

RELIGIOUS FACILITIES AS IN 1970 

--- --~---

Others 

8 

Island Number of temples Number or churches Number of mosques Number of gurudwaras 
----- -------------

2 3 

I. Minicoy 

2. Kalpeni 

3. Androth 

4. Agatti 

5. Kavaratti 

6. Amini 

7. Kadmat 

8 Kiltan 

9. Chetlat 

10. Bitta 

Source: Tahsildars and Authorised officers in the islands. 
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4 

22 No:'.. 

22 Nos. 

40 Nos. 

33 Nos. 

36 Nos. 

43 Nos. 

22 Nos. 

28 Nos. 

20 Nos. 

5 Nos. 

5 

Remarks 

9 

Others 

6 



S1. 
No. 

Table 3.705 

THEMATIC CLASSIFICATION OF FILMS SHOWN DURING 1970 

Number exhibited in 
Theme 

Rural area Urban area 

2 3 

Sodal 104 
Crime 10 
Fantai>Y 108 
Historical 12 
Biugraphical 24 
Mythological 2 
Legendary 5 
Devotional 10 """T 

Children 14 
Stunt 3 
Adventure 5 

Source: Secretariat of the Administration of Union territory of Lakshadweep. 

Table 3.707 

Total 

4 

104 
10 

108 
11 
24 
2 
5 

10 
14 
3 
5 

NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES AND PERIODICALS PUBLISHED IN THE DISTRICT 

Category (Daily, 
biweekly, weekly, 
fortnightly, 
monthly, quarterly, 
biannual etc.) 

Place 
Year 
started Language 

Copies 
printed 
during 
1970 

Number of 
copies sold 

Price per 
copy 

Classification (e.g.General 
Interest, newspaper, 
literacy, religious and 
philosophical market 
report, science etc.) 

1. fortnightly Lakshadweep Calicut 1964 Malayalam J 8,288 18,288 - 12 paise Fortnightly news 
journal of general 
interest. 

2. Monthly Lakshadweep CaJicut 1964 English 
Gazette. 

2.400 2.40u - 75 paise Publication of 

3. Annual 

4. A1l11Uai 

lak~hadweep CaJicut 1964 Malayal<llll 762 

Annual Calicut 
Administration 
Report 

and English 

1960- Engli~h 
61. 

1.200 

Source: Administration of the Union territory of Lakshadweep, Catlcut. 

94 

Govemment of 
India Acts and 
Regulations and 
Lakshadweep 
Administration':, 
Notifications. 

762 - 12 pai~e Alinual issue of 
Lakshadwcep 
fortnightly contains 
articles of general 

1.200 - Non­
priced 

. interest. 

Administration 
report of Laksha~ 
dweep 
Administration. 



Taluk 

Table 3.708 

PRINTING PRESSES 

Place and location code number 
Number of printing presses 

1961 1966 1970 
Remarks 

- --~----~ - - --- ------------------------ ----- -----

Kozhikode 

2 

Calicut 
Beach Road, 
Calicut. 

3 

Source: Administration of the Union territory of Lakshadweep_ Calicut. 

Table 4.106 

4 5 6 

No printing press within 
the Union territory of 
Lakshadweep. Its printing 
press is located at Calicut, 
Kozhikode District, Kerala, 
which was commissioned 
in 1964. 

AVERAGE PRICES IN RUPEE OF CERTAIN ARTICLES OF DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION 
FOR 1969 AND 1970 

Name of article Unit 

----------- -[--------------
2 

1969 

3 

Price per unit 

1970 

4 ---------------------------- --------------~ -------
Rice 
Dhall 
Sugar 
Chillies 
Tumarind 
Salt 
Turmeric 
Kerosene Oil 
Coconut Oil 
Tea Dust 
Fish 

Source: Lakshadweep District Gazetteer. 

Kilogram 
Kilogram 
Kilogram 
Kilogram 
Kilogram 
Kilogram 
Kilogram 
Litre 
Litre 
Kilogram 
Kilogram 

Table 4.107 

1.13 
1.85 
2.00 
2.75 
2.35 
0.12 
4.95 
0.63 
5.90 
8.20 
1.10 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX AT THE DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS (KAV ARATTI) 

Commodities 1966 

2 

1.13 
2.15 
2.05 
7.70 
1.60 
0.15 
6.30 
0.70 
6.75 
7.50 
1.10 

------ ------------------------~--------------------
Grains - Rice 
Pulses Dhall 

Green gram 
Condiments and Spice5 

Chillies 
Corriander 

Oils -
Coconut Oil 
Ghee 

Miscellaneou:-. 
Sugar 
Salt 
Tea Dust 
Kerosene Oil 
Matches 

Beedi To bacco 

Note: Details for the years 1961 and 1970 are not available. 
Source' StatiSllcal outline of the Laccadilte Islands 1968. 
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169.6 
145.7 
166.7 

121.2 
352.2 

151.9 
129.8 

108.9 
133.3 
141.3 
138.6 
116.6 
113.8 
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Table .l.117 

EXPERIMENTAL DEMONSTRATION AND MULTIPLICATION FARMS MANAGED 
BY GOVERNMENT AND OTHER AGElSCIES 1970 

Location Manage-
and Year of Nature of the ment Annual Soil Prugramme and Nal1lo! of distance farm (Research. (e.g. Govern-

No. farm from Establi- mulliplicalion. menl. Uni- Rain- achievement 
shment. fall Type Hectare during the decade 

1. 

Railway 
station. 

demonstration) yersity) 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
- --- ---------------------------------

Agricul­
tural 
Demon­
stration 
Units 

All except 1957 
Bjtra are 
having 
Demonstra-
tion Farms. 

To demon~lrate 
modern techniques 
of crops 
production, copra 
production and 
other inter crops 
growing. 

Union About Calcareous 
territory \ 600 sandy 

Administration mm porous soil 

Source: Directorate of Agriculture, Lakshad\\eep, Knvarat1i. 
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74 Various \cgetahle 
cultivation, cultiva­
tion 0 f green 
manure/compost 
making demonstra­
tion. Improved 
cultural, manurial 
and intercropping 
practices in coconut 
garden. Pest and 
disease control 
operations in 
50-100 plots in the 
nine islands (plot!> 
of size ~ acre) rat 
control programme 
conducting entire 
islands and 
al:hieved the 
targets. 



Table 4.201 

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY in the UNION TERRITORY 

Category of livestock 1956 1961 1966 1972 
._----- "~-- ._-------._-_-_._- --- -~.-

2 3 4 5 

l. Total Livestock 2.277 4,605 6,852 25,410. 

A. Bo .. ine 

Cattle 

Total 529 785 1,419 13, II 

l. Males over 3 year" 

(a) Breeding 10 6 I~ 10 

(b) Working 5 

(c) Breeding and working 4 

(d) Others 5 78 52 34 

(e) Total 15 85 79 44 

n. Females over 3 year~ 

(a) Breeding in milk 152 136 230 224 

(b) Dry and not calved 230 296 659 401 

(c) Working 2 6 

(d) Others 33 61 94 

(e) Total 382 467 956 719 

JTI. Young ~tock 132 233 384 548 

B. Buffaloe 

C. Mithun 

D. Sheep 653 

E. Goats 1.095 ·3,820 -5,435 3,817 

F. Horses and ponies 

G. Mules 

H. Donkeys 

1. Camels 

J. Pigs 

2. Poultry 10,217 15,119 18,540 25,410 

Note: Category-wise break-up of figures for sheep. goats and Poultry are not available. 
Source: Poultry Et Animal Husbandry Section, Secretariat, U. T. of Lakshadwe.p, Kavaratti. 
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Table 4.202 

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND POULTRY FARMS MANAGED BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, 
CO.OPERATIVES, PUBLIC INSTITUT10~S (e. g. AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITIES) AS ON 1970 

SI. 
No. 

Location 

Taluklvillage/town 
with location code 

numbf!f 

2 

Nearest 
Railway 
Station 

Name of Managed Since when Nature of 
the farm by whom in existence activity 

5 6 7 

There is no farm of any kind existing in this Union 
territory, except one dairy demonstration unit and 2 
poultry units as on 1970. 

Source: Poultry & Animal Husbandry Department, UT of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti. 

Table 4.301 (a) 

FISHING ACTIVITIES 

Quantification of the activity 
Year Name of activity 

Statistics pertaining to the 
activities of various types Spell 
out in detail including number 
of live stock and poultry of 

each type 
Activity 1 Activity 2 

8 9 

Other information 
No. of boats 

66/67 67/68 68/69 69/70 66/67 67/68 68/69' 69/70 
-----

2 3 4 

1961-70 1. Co-operatives 1 3 10 11 
a. No. of Fishermen 

co-operatives 1 1 1 3 
b. No. of members 49 96 112 285 
c. Working capital 24,318 62,073 1,88,730 1,76,848 
d. Volume of catch (quintals) 

(societies share) 101.06 213.24 366.84 774.71 
e. Money value of catch (Rs.) 5,796 30,437 49,310 66,202 
f. Money value of export 

Source: Registrar of Co-operative societies, Kavaratti. 
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SI. 
No. 

1 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

Table 4.302 (a) 

FISHING CENTRES, LANDING PLACES AND NUMBER OF FISHING BOATS ACCORDING 
TO SIZE AS ON 31-3-1970 

Fishermen's primary Number of fishing boats according to size 
Total 

co-operative societies 1 to 5 tonnes 5 to 10 tonnes above 10 t,·nnes 
Island ----- - ------- -------

Number Members M NM M NM M NM M 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Minicoy 143 10 10 
Kalpeni 
Androth 
Agatti 86 1 1 
Kavaratti 
Amini 
Kadmat 
Kiltan * 56 
Chetlat 
Bltra 

NM 

12 

M Mechanical 
NM Non-Mechanical 
• Since society was established there newly, no boat was available. 
Source: Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Lakshadweep, Kavaratti. 

Table 4 ,302 (b) 

FISHING CENTRES, LANDING PLACES AND NUMBER OF FISHING BOATS ACCORDING 
TO SIZE AS ON 31-3-1970 

Number of fishing boats according to size Fishery 
SI. Island (Govt'"rnment) 1 to 5 tonnes 5 to 10 toones above 10 tOQnes Total 

No. 
Number Members M NM M NM M 'NM M NM 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

1 Minicoy 15 80 12 15 92 
2 Kalpeni 2 65 21 2 86 
3 Androth 5 104 5 104 
4 Agatti 10 85 3 13 85 
5 Kavaratti 15 25 15 25 
6 Amini 3 20 3 20 
7 Kadmat 4 75 4 75 
8 Kiltan 20 20 
9 Chetlat 3 15 3 15 

10 Bitra 10 10 

M Mechanical 

NM Non-Mechanical 
Note: 1. There is only one Fisheries Department for this Union territory of Lakshadweep. However, there exists one fisheries unit 

in each island with requisite staff. 
2. Out of 60 mechanised fishing boats in this Union territory as on 31-3-1970, 41 belonged to local fishermen and the remain­

ing 19 boats belonged to the Department of Fisheries. Also there were no non-mechanised fishing boats owned by 
Fisheries Department as on 31-3-1970. 

Source: Directorate of Fisheries. Kavaratti. 
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Table 4.701 

THREE IMPORT ANT COMMODITIES IMPORTED AND EXPORTED 

51. 
No. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 

Commodities 

2 

Rice 
Salt 

Sugar 

Copra 
Coir 

'Dried mas' salted 
and sun dried fishes 
and other fish pro­
ducts 

Names of the markets from 
where imported 

3 

Mainland (Food CorpoFation of India) 

Calicut 
Mainland (Food Corporation of India) 

Names of markets from 
where exported 

4 

Commodities against i ferns 
4 to 6 are exported from 
all the islands in this Union 
territory. 

Source: Office of the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Union territory of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti, 

Table 4.703 (a) 

WARE-HOUSE (GODOWN) 1970 (in metric tonnes) 

Name of 
Island 

When Commodities distributed/stored 
, 

Categories established 
Capacity 

Commodity (l) Commodity (2) Commodity (3) 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

Minicoy Rural godown 1962-63 420 Rice, sugar & wheat Provisions Stationery articles 

Kalpeni Rural god own 1963-64 441 Rice, sugar & wheat Provisions Stationery articles 

Androth Rural godown 1962-63 420 Rice, sugar & wheat Provisions Stationery articles 

Agatti Rural godown 1963-64 252 Rice, sugar & wheat Provisions Stationery articles 

Kavaratti Rural godown 1962-63 420 Rice, sugar & wheat Provisions Stationery articles 

Amini Rural godown 1962-63 420 Rice, sugar & wheat Provisions Stationery articles 

Kadmat Rural godown 1963-64 275 Rice, sugdr & wheat Provisions Stationery articles 

Kiltan Rural godown 1963-64 168 Rice, sugar & wheat Provisions Stationery articles 

Chetlat Rural godown 1963-64 168 Rice, sugar & wheat Provisions Stationery articles 

Bitra 

Source: Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Union territory of Lakshadweep. Kavaratti. 
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Table 4.703 (b) 

COLD STORAGE 1970 (In metric tonoes) 

.-----------'------------.------------------~--~-----------Commodities stored 
Name of Island Categories When established Capacity Cummodity (1) 

(fresh nsh) 
Commodity (2) Commodity (3) 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

Minicoy 1970 20 tonnes 20 tonnes 

Kalpeni 

Androth 

Agatti 

Kavaratti 

Amini 

Kadmat 

Kiltan 

Chetlat 

Bitra 

_----- -----------
Source: Directorat. of Fisheries, Union territory of lak~hadweep, Kavaratti, 

Table 5.201 

FOOD CONTROL AND RATIONING MEASURES 

Nature of the Statute/Administrative order/other Year Area where Number of emarks 
measure authority under which enforced enforced persons affected 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
- -----------

Informal On administrative orders of the 1961 All inhabited islands Cent per cent 
rationing Administrator and D~velopment conti- of the Ullion territory 

Commissioner nuing of Laksnadweep 

Source: Registrar of Co-operative societies, Union territory of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti. 
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Table 5.104 

SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT OPERATIONS DURING THE DECADE 1961 70 

Present survey and settlement operation 
Year when the last survey ----. -------------'-------'------'--''---'-----------
and settlement operations 
prior to the present one 
was completed 

In the history of the 
islands, only one sur­
Vey has heen con uc-
ted in 1 ')59 -

Note: .. Sub-divisions. 

When 
started 

2 

1959 

When 
completed 

3 

1968 

Places 
(islands) 
covered 

Hectare 
of land 
covered 

Number of 
holdings 
covered 

---- -----------
4 5 6 

All islillds 2855.298 heet. 53,9 9* 

Source: Collectorate of the Union territory of Lakshadweep. Kavaratti. 

Size group of holdings 

Below 1 hectare 

1-1.9 hectare 

2-4.9 hectare 

5-9.9 hectare 

10 ~ 19.9 hectare 

20-29.9 hectare 

30-39.9 hectare 

40-49.9 h.'ctare 

.:;0 and above 

Table 5.108 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLDINGS BY SIZE GROUP 

(I.-test av .. ildb1e figures) 

Total 

Number of house-holds 

2 

3,979 

3 4 

160 

24 

4 

4 

4,498 

Source: Agricultural census 1970-71. 
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Other details 

7 

The survey records 
have been finalised 
in respect of a II is­
land:s and the pre­
paration of the 
,~ttlemel1t records 
is in progress. 

Total area 

3 . 

853.48 

447.62 

483.40 

163 34 

53.49 

95.48 

33.30 

49.92 

53.05 

2,23308 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Table 5.902 

RECEIPT OF SALES TAX, ENTERTAINMENT TAX, STAMPS AND LAND REVENUE 
(FIGURES IN RUPEES) 

Receipt of 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64 1964-65 1965·66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Sales Tax 

Entertainment Tax 

Stamps 5,843.56 8,799.62 

Land Revenue 
Tree tax 4,964.82 7,331 7,673 II,OOO } 
Other receipts 20,119 19,716.78 25,625 66 15,188 29,908 23,000 28,302.15 35,629.84 

Total Revenue 20,119 19,716.78 30,590.48 22,519 37,581 34,000 34,145.71 44,429.46 

The receipt figures represents the collection of tree tax and other receipts under Land Revenue. 

1969-70 

10 

17,197 

31,036 

48,233 

Note: The Indian Stamp Act 1899 was implemented in Lakshadweep from 1967 onwards. Hence we got information for the 
Administration only from 1967. . 

Note: From 1967-68 onwards the aggregate amount is shown in the statement. 

Year 

1 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Total 

Table 5903 

REGISTERED DOCUMENTS AND VALUE OF PROPERTIES TRANSFERRED 

No. of 
registrar 

Number of registrations 
Immovable 

offices Compul- Optional 
sory 

2 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

3 4 

198 

232 

200 

174 

326 

235 

283 

61 

312 

2,021 

Movable 

5 

361 

338 

245 

243 

224 

212 

244 

22 

38 

238 

2,165 

Aggregate value of property 
transferred by registered documents 

Wills Immovable Movable Total 
property property 

6 7 8 

2 135,892.00 72,360.94 

1 180,938.50 97,844.46 

1 157,596.00 117,082.06 

2 192,896.00 52,988.50 

1 190,178.00 85,301.25 

1 2]6,900.40 80,608.00 

2 225,488.99 1,06,099.00 

2 46,125.00 8,448.00 

6,69200 

9 

2,08,252.94 

27,8782.96 

2,74,678.06 

2,45,884.50 

2,75,479.25 

2,97,508.40 

3,31,587.99 

54,573.00 

6,692.00 

Total 
amount Total Total 
of ordi- of o.ther recei-
nary fees receipts pts 

10 11 12 13 

2 541,235.00 166,499.00 707,734.00 3831.40 107.00 

14 1887,249.89 793,923.21 26,81,173.10 3831.40 107.00 

Note: Registration Act implemented in Lakshadweep from 1970 only. Therefore, Registration Fee collected from 1970 only in 
Lakshadweep. 

Source: Collectorate of Union territory of Lakshadweep. 
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Table 5.501 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE-NUMBER OF CRIMINAL CASES DISPOSED OF DURING 1969-70 

A-SERIOUS CRIME 

I) Cognizable cases 

a) Offences against State, Public Tranquillity, safety and justice 

b) Serious offences against the persons 

c) Serious offences against the person Of property or against property only 

2) Non-Cognizable cases 

a) Offences against State, Public tranquillity, safety and justice 

b) Serious offences against the person 

c) Seriou!i offences against the person and property or against property only 

Total serious crimes (1 + 2) 

1969-70 

10 

7 

17 

------------------------~------------------------------------------------------------
Source: Statistical wing of Lakshadweep Administration. 

Note: Dashes means information are either nil or not available. 

B-MINOR CASES 

1) Cognizable cases 1969-70 

a) Offences against State, Public tranquillity, safety and justice 

b) Offences against the person 6 

c) Offences against the person or property or against property only 4 

2) Non-Cognizable cases 

a) Offences against State, Public tranquillity, safety and justice 

b) Offences against the person 

c) Offences against the person and property or against property only 

Total Crime-(1 +2) 10 

Source: Statistical wing of the Lakshadweep Adminis·ration. 

Note: Dash means that informations are either nil or not available 
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Table 5.702 
STRENGTH OF POLICE FORCE IN THIS UNION TERRITORY DURING 1961-70 

Police Supdts. Asst. Head· Year and above 
Dy. SupdtsJ Inspectors Asst. Supdts. Sub-Inspectors Sub-Inspectors constables Constables 

------ -

2 3 4 5 6 7 

1961 4 4 
1962 1 1 4 4 
1963 1 1 4 4 
1964 1 1 5 13 
1965 1 1 6 18 
1966 1 1 6 18 
1967 1 1 6 18 
1968 1 1 6 18 
1969 1 1 6 18 
1970 1 1 10 18 - -

Source: Office of the Superintendent of Police, Union territory of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti. 

Name of 
Constituency 

LM&A 
Parliamentary 
Constituency 

Desel iption 
of the area 

covered 

2 

Ten inhabited 
islands 

Table 6.401 
PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY 

Whether 
reserved for Population characteristics 

SCjSTor 
unreserved Total Rural Urban Scheduled Castes 

seat 

3 4 5 6 7 

Yes For ST 31,810 3],810 Nil Nil 

Note: Data for Col. 4 to 8 are furnished according to 1971 eensus. 

Table 6.W2 

8 

30 
30 
30 
38 
56 
56 
64 
66 
74 

134 

Scheduled Tribes 

8 

29,540 

ANALYSIS OF VOTING BEHAVIOUR WITH REFERENCE TO PARTIES IN 
PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY 

Reserved for 
Particulars of candidates and votes polled during election in 

Name of the SC/ST or 
1962 

Consti t uency unreserved Name Whether Party 
seat SCjST votes 

polled 

1 2 3 4 5 

L. M. A. Scheduled No election 
Parliamentary Tribe 
constituency 

Source: Statistical section of the LM & A Islands 
* All were independent candidates. 

1967 

Name 

6 

1. Attakoyathangal 
Aranakad 

2. Cheriyakoya 
Thangal 

Ekkarapally 

3. Mohammed Malmi 
Pappada 

4. Mohammed Sayed 
Padannatha 

5. Mohammedkoya 
Thalakkakad 
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1971 

Whether Party Name Whether Party 
SCjST votes SCjST votes 

polled polled 

7 8* 9 10 11 

ST 3,765 

The election was 
ST 637 uncontested 

ST 935 

ST 4,151 

ST 2,319 





PART XC (ii) 

CENSUS TABLES 

[BASED ON FULL COUNT] 





EXPLANATORY NOTE 

CENSUS TABLES 

This part contains tables which present various 
1971 Census data relating to the district. The tables 
present materials for the taluksftahsils of the district, 
as in the main publications, data to the lowest unit 
that is island level have already been furnished. Brief 
notes on tables contained in this part are given in the 
following paragraphs. Vario us terms and concepts 
and definitions adopted in 1971 Census, have 'also been 
explained in brief whenever it is found necessary in 
order to facilitate better grasp of the tables. 

It was decided to prepare tables on the following 
series in general with 1971 Census: 

A-series-General population tables. 
B-series-Economic tables. 
C-series-Social a,nd Cultural tables. 

D-series-Migration tables. 

E-series-Establishment tables. 
F-series-Fertility tables. 

G-series-Special tables for degree holders and 
technical personnel. 

R-series-Housing tables. 

However, in the Union territory of Laccadive, 
Minicoy and Amindivi islands some of the series have 
been either omitted or grouped together while some 
of the tables which are not relevant dropped. For 
instance, under A series, General population tables, 
the following tables are included in the present volume 
namely: 

Table A (i) Area, houses and population, at 
the tahsil level. 

A (ii) Decadal variation in population 
since 1901 for the district as a 
whole. 

A (iii) Islands classified by population at 
the tahsil level. 

Under B series Economic Tables table B (ii) 
part A: workers and non-workers according to main 
activity classified by sex and age group at the tahsil 
level. Under C series table C V Part A (i) and A (ii) 
and B (i) and B (ii) have been presented at tahsil level. 
C VII Religion has been presented at the tahsil level. 
C VIII Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes popula­
tion, Part II (B) by literacy and industrial category of . 
workers and non-workers according to main activity 
has been presented at the tahsil level. Under D series 
D(i) place of birth, has been presented at the tahsil 
level. - Under E series: Table E(i) distribution of 

(Based on full count) 

establishments by broad type at the tahsil level. E(li) 
Part A distribution of manufacturing, processing of 
servicing establishment other tha.n household industry 
classified by registered and unregistered workshop and 
size of employment at the tahsil level. E(i) Part B 
distribution of manufacturing processing of servicing 
establishment other than household industry classified 
by industry fuelJpower or manual used and size of 
employment to the tahsil level. E(ii) Part C distribution 
of manufacturing, 12focessing of servicing establishment 
other than household industry classified by industry 
fuel/power used and size of employment._ E (iii) 
distribution of trade commercial establishments classi­
fied by the type of business or trade and size of 
employment. E (iv) distribution of establishments 
(other than manufacturing, processing or servicing or 
business and trade establishments) by size of employ­
ment at the tahsil level. 
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Whereas under H series the following tables have 
been included: 

H (i) Census houses and the use of which they 
are put. 

H (ii) Distribution of census houses by pre­
dominant material of wall and predomi­
nant material of roof. 

H (iii) Households, classified by number of 
members and number of rooms occupied. 

H (iv) Household classified by size and tenure 
status. 

The following extracts from the manual of 
instructions to the enumerator on the basis of which 
the tables have been prepared are given for the purpose 
of facilitating better understanding of the tables as 
included in this volume. 

(i) Census House: A 'Census House' is a 
building or part of a building having a separate main 
entrance from the road or common courtyard or stair 
case etc., used or recognised as a separate unit. It 
may be inhabited or vacant. It may be used for resi­
dential or non-residential purposes or both. 

(ii) Household: A 'Household' is a group of 
persons who commonly live together !lnd will take 
their meals fro111 a common kitchen unless the exigen­
cies of work prevented any of them from doing so. 

(iii) Institutional household: It is a household 
where a group of unrelated persons stay together such 
as boarding' house, hostel, hotel etc. 



(iv) E~tablishment: 'Establishment' is a place 
where goods are produced or manufactured not solely 
for domcstic consumption or where servicing and/or 
repairing is done such as factory, workshop or house­
hold industry or servicing and/or repairing workshop 
or a place where retail or wholesale business . is 
carried on or commercial services are rendered or an 
office, public or private or a place of entertainment or 
where educational, religious, social or entertainment 
services are rendered. It is necessary that in all these 
places one or more persons should be actually working. 
Thus an establishment will cover manufacturing, trade 
and other establishments where people work. 

(v) Household mdustry: An 'Household indu­
stry' is defined as an industry condllcted by the head 
of the household himself/herself and/ or mainly by the 
members of the household at home or withi.n the 
village in rural areas and only within the premises of 
the house where the household lives in urban areas. 
The industry should not be run on the skill of a 
registered factory. 

(vi) Age: The 'Age' of a person is recorded in 
total years completed in last birth date. Very often 
there is a tendency on the part of individuals to report 
on 'year running' rather than 'year completed'. 
Record has to be made only of the actual number of 
years completed. In respect of infants who may not 
have completed one year on the day of enumeration, 
their age in completed years should be invariably 
shown as '0'. As they have not yet completed one 
year of age and add 'infant' in brackets. Infants even 
if a day old are to be recorded invariably bJ: the 
enumerator. 

(vii) Religion: In recording answers to this 
question the following abbreviations have been used: . 

H-Hinduism 
I-Islam 
C-Chr~stian 

S-Sikhism 
B-Budhism 
J-Jainism 

for others the actual religion has been written fully. 

If a person says that he has no religion, it has 
to be recorded accordingly. Do not mistake religion 
for caste, which will not be recorded here. 

(viii) Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes: 

Ascertain whether the caste/tribe names are 
found in the list of scheduled caste/scheduled tribe 
notified for the area. If the person belonging to a 
scheduled caste/scheduled tribe returns his caste/tribe 
by synonym or generic name of a caste or tribe it 
should bc cntered only if it finds a place in the list 

provided. Do not write the names of scheduled castes/ 
scheduled tribes by terms as 'Harijan' or 'Achhut' or 
'Adivasi'. Actual name of caste/tribe has to be 
recorded. If the person claims to be a scheduled caste/ 
scheduled tribe but says that he does not belong to any 
of the notified communities applicable to the area, he 
will not be entered as a scheduled caste/scheduled tribe· 

(ix) Mother tongue: Mother tongue is the 
spoken language in childhood by the person's mother 
to the person. If the mother died in infancy the 
language mainly spoken in the person's home in child­
hood will be the mother tongue. In this case of 
infants and deaf-mutes the language usually spoken by 
the mother shall be recvrded. Record mother tongue 
in full whatever be the name of the language as 
returned and avoid use of abbreviations. You are not 
expected to determine if the language returned by a 
person is the dialect of another major language and so 
on. You are not autl:).orised to ma~~ any correction on 
your own. 

(x) Factory and Workshop: The terms 'factory' 
and 'workshop' denote places wherel some kind of 
production processing, servicing, repairing or making 
goods or sales are carried on. 

A brief note introducing each series of table is 
given in the following paragraphs: 

A: GENERAL POPULATION TABLES 

A (I) Area, houses and population: This is the 
basic population table for the census and furnishes 
data for district/talukjtahsils. As the whole district 
of Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi is rural, the 
question ot data relating to urban area does not arise. 
It presents area in square kilo-metre, density of popu­
lation per square kilometre' number of inhabited and 
uninhabited villages, number of occupied residential 
houses, household and popUlation by males and 
females according to the 1971 census. In the case of 
units lower than that of district such as islands and 
taluks, the figures have worked out from data sup­
plied by the state administration, whereas the figure 
relating to the district as a whole has been provided 
by the Surveyor General, India. 

A (II) Decadal variation since 1901: This 
table is similar to its predecessor in 1961, and pro­
vides data on population and variation of population 
since 1901 for the district as a whole. This is a very 
important table as it gives the growth of population 

• from' decade to decade. As there has been no 
jurisdictional changes presentation of appendices spel­
ling out the adjustments necessary to bring the 1961 -
census population of the district to the jurisdiction 
of the district as in 1971 census was not necessary. 
Hence they have not been provided. 
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A (III) Villages/islands classified by popula­
tion: As in 1961 this table in the present census also 
furnishes figures for the number and population of 
villages in size groups less than 200,200-499, 500--999, 
1,000-1,999,2,000-4,999 and 5,000+. The appendix to 
this table which shows number of villages with a 
popUlation of 5,000 and above and towns with a 
popUlation under 5,000 has not been provided because 
there is uo town in the district and that only two 
villages are having popUlation more than 5,000. 
Similarly appendix 3 which represents houseless and 
institutional population has not been provided separa. 
tely, because in the whole district there are' only two 
households having total 11 persons who are houseless 
and that they have been recorded in the Kavaratti 
island under the Kavaratti tahsil only. 

B: ECONOMIC TABLES: 

B (I) Part A: Workers and non-workers ac­
cording to main activity classified by sex and age 
groups: This is the basic economic table and is 
similar to its predecessor in 1961. It presents distri­
bution of entire popUlation into two broad classes viz. 
(i) 'worker' and (ii) 'non-worker' at tahsil level. 
Workers are further classified into nine broad indus­
trial categories as depicted in the tables. As against 
four age groups in 1961, each category has been cross 
classified into eight age groups, namely: 0-14, 15-19. 
20-24,25-29,30-39,40-49,50-59:60+ in 1971. The 
age groups adopted in 1961 census were 0-14, 15-34,35-
39,60+. In 1971 census, the two age groups of 1961 
viz., 15-34, and 35-59 have been splitted up into six 
age groups as indicated above. This has been done 
with a view to facilitate better demographic analysis 
of the data. 

C: SOCIAL AND CULTURAL TABLES: 

C (V): Mother tongue: This table corres­
ponds two tables of C V of 1961. The table presents 
mother tongues in alphabetical order. The figures for 
the district have been presented for total and at the 
tahsil level. 

C (VII): Religion: This table corresponds 
table C VII of 1961. The units per persentation of 
figures of this table in 1971 are total and for taluk 
only as data relating to islands have already been 
furnished in our main pubiications. 

C (VIII): Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe: 
The table give1> data classified by literacy and indus­
trial category of workers and non-workers according 
to main activity among Scheduled Caste/Scheduled • 
Tribe. As there is no Scheduled Caste in the district, 
this table relates to Scheduled Tribe population only. 
It gives the total population of Scheduled Tribe and 
their distribution by literacy and classification of 

workers into different industrial categories and the 
total number of non-workers for the district as a 
whole and for the tahsills only. 

D: MIGRATION TABLES: 

D (I) Place of birth: Under this section only 
one table is given that population classified by place 
of birth for the district as a whole and, for the tahsils. 
This table corresponds to table D (ii) of 1961 Census. 
The place of birth are broadly classified as follows: 

(a) Born in India. 

(b) Born in countries in Asia beyond India 
(including USSR). 

(c) Born in countries in Europe including 
USSR. 

(d) Born in countries in Africa. 

(e) Born in countries in Oceania. 

(f) Unclassifiable. 

Persons bora in India are further classified as: 

(i) Within the State / U. T. of enumeration 
with their classifications. 

(ii) Born elsewhere in the district of enume­
ration. 

(iii) Born in other district of the state. 

(iv) States in India beyond state of enume­
ration. 

The person is considered as born in the place 
of enumeration if his birth place is somewhere in the 
island where he is enumerated. In Laccadive, Minicoy, 
and Amindivi islands, there is only one district viz., 
Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi islands, hence 
appendices (i) and (ii) are not applicable. 

E : ESTABLISHMENT l' ABLES: 

E (I) Distribution of Establilihments by Broad 
Types: It is a new table appearing for the first time. 
The table has been presented for the district as a 
whole and for the tahsils. This table gives the distribu­
tion of all establishments by three broad types namely, 
manufacturing, processing or servicing establishments • trade or business establishments, and other establish-
ments, in each of the Government or Quasi-Govern_ 
ment, private or co-operative sectors of economy. The 
manufacturing, processing or servicing establishments 
have been further classified as regis tered factories 
unregistered workshops and household industries. Th; 
trade or business establishments are classified as whole­
sale, retail or others. The other establishments have 
been classified as educational institutions, public health 
institutions and others. 
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E (II): Part A: Distribution of Manut actur­
ing, Processing or Servicing Establishments other than 
Household industries classified by Registered Factories, 
Unregistered Workshops and Size of Employment: 
This table provides data relating to the matter cited 
for each division/major groups according to national 
indmtrial classification for the district and tahsils/ 
taluks only. 

A factory which is registered under Indian 
Factories Act, is treated as registered factory. Others 
are treated as· unregistered factories. However, it 
may be noted that in the Laccadive, Minicoy and 
Amindivi district, factories employing 20 and above 
persons with or without powers or factories employed 
10 or more persons using power are treated as regi­
stared facwries for the purpose of this table. 

E (III): Distribution of Trade / Commercial 
Establishments by the Type of Business or Trade and 
Size of Employment: This table has been prepared 
for the' district and tahsils. The size of employment 
has been grouped as one person, 2-4 persons, 5'-9 
persons, 10-19 persons, 20-49 persons, 50-99 persons, 
100+ persons and persons unclassified. Trading or 
business establishments are those where some 
trading, that is transactions involving sale and/or 
purchase of goods are carried. Establishment run­
ning commercial services are the banks, money lending 
farms, pawn shops, etc. 

E (IV): Distribution of Establishments (other 
than manufacturing, Processing or Servicing or Busi­
ness and Establishments) by Size of Employment: 
This table is prepared for the district and tahsils and 
gives the distribution of establishments as mentioned 
by size of .employment in each division/major group 
as per national industrial classification 1970. It covers 
other establishments such as offices, schools, hospitals, 
hotels, tea shops, barber saloons, etc., etc. 

H: HOUSING TABLES: 

Table H (I): Census Houses and Uses to which 
they are put: 

This table presents data regarding the houses to 
which the census houses are put. The table has been 
prepared on the basis of full'count for the district and 
tahsils. The uses to which the census houses are put 
are broadly classified into 11 categories. 

Table H (II): Distribution of Census houses by 
predominant materials of wall and predominant materi­
als of roof: This tqble is, also presented on the basis 
of full count for district and tahsils. The table deaJs 
with predominant materiqils of wall and predominant 
materials of roof. The .materials for the walls are 
grouped under 9 categories,. w;hereas the predomi­
nant materials for roof are grouped unper 8 categories. 

Table H (III): Households classified by number 
of members and by number of rooOls occupied: 

This table presents households by number of rooms 
occupied and the number of persons living in such 
households for the district and tahsils. It helps 
to assess the extent of overcrowding in households 
of1different sizes. The number of rooms in the table 
represents the number of living rooms only. Institu­
tional households have been excluded from the 
purview of this table. 

Table H (IV): Households classified by size 
and tenure status: This table is also presented for 
the district and tahsil. The table shows the composi­
tion of household by their size and tenure status, that 
is, whether the households are owned or rented 
houses. Institutional households have been excluded. 
The census housebolds have been divided according to 
.1he number of members and these figures have been 
crossed tabulated by the tenure status of the 
household. 
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Table A 1 

AREA, HOUSES AND POPULATION 

Number of ... '" '0'0-'; Population Total Popula- ' villages .81:l .... ~-.:: '" Number 
District/Tabsil Rural Area in tion per e~ ~ g. 5 ~ of bouse-

urban Kroll Kro2 Inba- Uninha :s ... :s 8 ~ .8 holds 
bited bited zOO Z ~ 

Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Laccadive, Miniooy and 
Amindivi island~ Rural 32.0* ,994t 10 12 5,160 5,310 31,810 16,078 15,732 

Minicoy Rural 4.4 1214 1 1 916 930 5,342 2,433 2,909 

Androth Rural 7.1 "1208'1 2 4 1,292 1,412 8,577 4,229 4,348 

Kavaratti Rural 6.3 1202 2 7 1,236 1,241 7,575 4,096 3,479 

Amini Rural 8.4 J228 5 1,716 1,727 10,316 5,320 4,996 

Note: There is no urban area in Laccadive, Minicoy & Amindivi islands. Hence tbe figures for total are the same as those for 
Rural. 

• This repre&ents geographical area figur.::s supplied by the Surveyor General, India. Area figures of the Tahsil! are those 
supplied by the Administration of the UnioD territory. The total of the area figures of the Tahsils will not tally with the 
Union territory area because it includes tbe area of uninhabited jslan~s. 

t The area :>f uninhabited islands are also consLiered in calculating the density. 

Table A II 

DECADAL VARIATION IN. POPULATION SINCE 1901 

Union territory Decade Percentage 
Year Persons variation decade Males Females 

variation 

Laccadive, Minicoy & Amindivi islands 1901 13,882 6,728 7,154 

1911 14,555 +673 +4.85 7,325 7,230 

1921 13,637 -918 -6.31: 6,721 6,910 

1931 16,040 +2,403 +17.62 8,045 7,995 

1941 18,355 +2,315 + 14.43 9,096 9,259 

1951 21,035 +2,680 +14.60 10,295 10,740 

1961 24,108 +3,073 +14.61 11,935 12,173 

1971 31,810 +7,702 +31.95 16,078 15,732 
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Table D I Part A 
WORKERS AND NON-WORKERS ACCORl)ING TO MAIN ACTIVITY CLASSIFIED 

BY SEX AND AGE-GROUPS 

WORKERS 
I II III IV 

Districtl 
Total Age Total Population Total Workers Cultivators Agricultural Livestock, Forestry, Mining & 

Tahsil Rural group per- labourers Fishing, hunting & quarrying 
Urban lion 'Males Femals Males Females plantations, Orchards 

Males Fe- Males fe- and allied activities. Ma- Fe-
males males Males Femals les males 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Laccadive, Rural Total 31,810 16,078 15,732 6,179 2,139 4 2,217 2 4 
Minicoy& 0-14 12,982 6,820 6,162 38 59 8 
Amindivi 15-19 3,015 1,454 1,561 417 287 169 
Islands 20-24 2,790 1,267 1,523 909 338 273 

25-29 2,695 1,300 1,395 1,094 387 1 308 
30-39 4,059 2,057 2,002 1,725 546 1 585 2 1 
40-49 2,856 1,448 1,408 1,143 346 488 3 
50-59 l,798 886 912 565 132 2 235 
60+ ,1,615 846 769 288 44 151 
Age nbt 
stated 

1 Minicoy Rural Total 5,342 2,433 2,909 965 333 205 
0-14 2,116 1,102 1,014 7 16 7 

15-19 565 241 324 100 65 40 
20-24 524 206 318 165 53 26 
25-29 412 165 247 154 45 12 
30-39 583 249 334 236 65 24 
40-49 448 154 294 137 56 28 
50-59 334 130 204 101 26 32 
60+ 360 186 174 65 7 36 

2 Androth Rural Total 8,577 4,229 4,348 1,514 606 4 701 2 1 
0-14 3,689 1,900 1,789 8 15 1 

15-19 888 417 471 96 62 46 
20-24 682 291 391 202 86 92 
25-29 695 324 371 272 112 1 109 
30-39 1,048 501 547 421 168 1 183 2 
40-49 721 371 350 289 101 154 1 
50-59 428 214 214 132 45 2 61 
60+ 426 211 215 94 17 56 
Age not 
stated 

3 Kavaratti Rural Total 7,575 4,096 3,479 1,663 557 398 
0-14 3,092 1,653 1,439 19 19 

15-19 650 316 334 121 90 26 
20-24 729 365 364 297 105 60 
25-29 690 396 294 334 96 61 
30-39 1,036 590 446 474 141 III 
40-49 700 400 300 289 85 89 
50-59 375 206 169 104 20 39 
60+ 303 170 133 25 1 12 
Age not 
stated 

<4 Amini Rural Total 10,316 5,320 4,996 2,037 643 913 3 
0-14 4,085 2,165 1,920 4 9 

15-19 912 480 432 100 70 58 
20-24 855 405 450 245 94 95 
25-29 898 415 483 334 134 126 
30-39 1,392 717 675 594 172 267 1 
40-49 987 523 464 428 104 217 2 
50-59 661 336 325 228 41 103 
60+ 526 279 247 104 19 47 
Age not 
stated 
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B-1 Part-A WORKERS AND NON-WORKERS ACCORDING TO MAIN ACTIVITY 
CLASSIFIED 1W SEX AND AGE-GROUPS (Continod) 

WOFtKl!RS - Concld. 

V VI VII VIII IX X 
Total A e Manufacturing. Processing 

Transport, District/Tahsil Rural 9 - Servicing and Repairs 
Urban group 

Con struction 
Trade and Storage and Other Non Workers (a) House- (b) Other Commerce Communi- Services 

hold than house- cations 
Industrv hold Industry 

Ma'les Fema- Males Fema- Males Fema- Males I Fema- Males Femil- Males Fema- Males Fema-
las les lell les les les les 

2 3 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Laccadive, Rural Total 642 1,861 434 34 583 51 275 10 465 1,555 181 9,899 13,593 
Minicoy & 0-14 15 45 3 3 5 3 2 5 8 6,782 ' 6,103 
Amindivi 15-19 48 236 23 21 88 13 17 29 i 43 17 1,037 1,21" 
Islands 20-24 83 292 46 5 130 6 38 1 71 -i- 268 34 358 1,185 

25-29 75 332 54 1 115 8 53 3 83 4015 43 206 1,008 
30-39 162 468 120 1 148 12 79 3 140 489 60 332 1,456 
40-49 151 320 93 2 66 9 53 1 93 196 1'4 305 1,062 
50-59 68 125 62 1 22 22 2 42 112 4 321 780 
60+ 40 43 33 9 11 7 37 1 558 725 
Age not 
stated 

1. Minicoy R':ural Total 31 214 31 32 69 40 51 3 350 228 44 1,468 2,576 
0-14 6 3 3 4 \ 1,095 998 

15-19 6 22 8 21 6 13 4 28 . 8 ' 9 141 259 
20-24 6 38 7 5 17 4 8 47 54 6 41 265 
25-'29 2 31 3 1 19 5 9 1 62 47 7 11 202 
30-39 6 45 3 1 18 8 18 1 102 65 -10 13 269 
40-4~ 5 43 5 6 7 4 1 72 17 5 17 238 
50-59 5 22 3 1 2 4 37 18 3 29 178 
60+ 1 7 2 1 4 2 19 - 121 167 
Age not 
stated 

2. Androth Rural Total 179 545 77 97 1 57 S 31 367 53 2,715 3,742 
0-14 3 14 1 2 1 1 1,892 1,774 

15-19 11 60 5 26 3 6 2 321 409 
20-24 11 70 10 20 8 1 4 57 IS 89 305 
25-29 27 97 9 12 11 1 5 98 14 52 259 
30-,39 50 147 19 25 1 17 2 10 116 .16 80 379 
040-49 38 98 18 7 14 6 51 3 82 249 
50-59 22 43 9 5 2 1 2 29 1 82 169 
60+ 17 16 6 2 4 9 1 117 198 
Age not 
stated 

3. Kavaratti Rural Total 175 490 144 1 295 10 76 2 56 519 54 2,433 2,922 
0-14 9 17 2 3 1 4 2 1,634 1,420 

15-19 11 87 7 51 5 1 20 3 195 244 
20-24 30 93 11 77 .2 12 14 93 10 68 259 
25-29 21 77 22 57 3 16 I 11 146 15 62 198 
30-39 33 II7 56 64 3 24 . 19 167 21 116 305 
40-49 52 79 36 1 27 2 13 9 63 3 111 215 
50-59 19 19 6 10 4 1 2 24 102 149 
60+ 1 4 6 1 2 145 132 

4. Amini Rural Total 257 612 182 1 122 91, 28 441 30 3,283 4,353 
0-14 3 8 I 1 2,161 1,911 

15-19 20 67 3 5 5 9 3 380 362 
20-24 36 91 18 16 10 6 64 3 160 356 
25-29 25 127 20 27 17 5 114 7 81 349 
30-39 73 159 42 41 20 9 141 13 123 503 
40-49 56 100 34 1 26 22 6 65 3 95 360 
50-59 22 41 44 5 12 1 41 108 284 
60+ 22 19 21 2 4 1 7 175 228 
Age not 
stated 
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Table E - II Part C 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLD INDUSTRY ESTABLISHMENTS CLASSIFIED BY INDUSTRY, 
FUEL! POWER USED AND SIZE OF EMPLOYMENT 

DISTRICT ! TAHSIL 

No. of household industry establishments by sIze of employment 

Division/Major 
Group of N. I C. 

Kind of Fuel or 
power u&ed 

Total 

Units Persons 
employed 

1 
Person 

Units 

2-4 Persons 

Units Persons 

5-9 Persons 10-19 Persons Persons ________ ________ U~spe-

Units Persons Units Persons ~ 
employed employed employed Units 

________________ ~2~ ______ ~3 __ ~4 ________ 5~ ____ 6~ __ ~7~ _____ 8~ __ ~9 __ ~1~0 ____ ~11~ __ ~12~ 

LACCADIVE, MINICOY AND AMINDIVI ISLANDS 

DIVISION 2 & 3 Total 
1. All Fuels! 

Power 
(c) Coal, wood 

& Bagasse 
II. Manual 

Maj6r Group 20-21 Total 
I. All Fuels! 

Power 
(c) Coal, Wood 

& Baga,:;se 
II. Manual 

Major Group 22 Total 
II. Manual 

Major Group 26 Total 
II. Manual 

Major Group 27 Total 
II. Manual 

Major Group 34 Total 
II. Manual 

Major Group 38 Total 
II. Manual 

Major Group 39 Total 
TT. Manual 

1,971 

62 

62 
1,909 

66 

62 

62 
4 

10 
10 

1,879 
1,879 

1 
1 
7 
7 
7 
7 

DIVISION 2 & 3 TOlal 314 
I. All fuels! 

power 28 
(c) Coal, wood 

and Bagasse 28 
II. Manual ~ 86 

Major Group 20-21 Total 30 
I. All fuels/ 

power 28 
(a) Coal, wood 

and Bagasse 28 
II. Manual '2 

Major Group 22 Total 10 
II. Manual 10 

Major Group 26 Total 266 
II. Manual 266 

Major Group 34 Total 3 
II. Manual 3 

4,9'.)1 

97 

97 
4,8~4 

107 

97 

97 
10 
19 
19 

4,725 
4,725 

2 
2 

10 
10 
37 
37 

678 

60 

60 
618 
66 

60 

60 
6 

19 
19 

553 
553 

5 
5 

484 

35 

35 
449 
36 

35 

35 
1 
1 
1 

439 
439 

4 
4 
3 
3 

1,342 

26 

26 
1,316 

29 

26 

26 
3 
9 
9 

],298 
1,298 

] 

] 

3 
3 
2 
2 

1 

MINICOY 

84 

3 

3 
81 

3 

3 

3 

1 
1 

78 
78 

1 
1 

146 

222 

24 

24 
198 
26 

24 

24 
1. 
9 
9 

183 
183 

2 
'l 

3,526 

57 

57 
3,469 

66 

57 

57 
9 

18 
18 

3,427 
3,427 

2 
2 
6 
6 
7 
7 

536 

52 

, 52 
I 

i 484 
, 58 

52 

52 
6 

18 
18 

449 
449 

4 
4 

134 -

I' 

1 
133 

133 
133 

6 

1 

1 
5 
1 

1 

5 
5 

765 
, 

5/ 

5 
760 

5 

5 

5 

760 
760 

31 

5 

5 
26 
5 

5 

5 

26 
26 

11 

9 
9 

2 
2 

2 

2 

126 

126 

99 
99 

27 
27 

27 

27 



2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Major Group 38 Total 4 34 2 7 2 27 
II. Manual 4 34 2 7 2 27 

Major Group 39 Total 1 1 1 
II. Manual 1 1 

ANDRQTH 

DIVISION 2 & 3 Total 299 855 73 189 522 31 195 6 65 
I. All fuels/power 23 26 21 2 5 

(c; Coal, wood 
and bagasse 23 26 2l 2 5 

II. Manual r6 829 52 187 517 31 195 6 65 
Major Group 20-21 Total 23 26 21 2 5' 

1. An fuels/power 23 26 21 2 5 
(0) Coal, wood 

" and bagasse 23 26 21 2 5 
Major Group 26 T4tal 273 826 49 187 517 31 195 6 65 

II. Manual 273 826 49 187 517 31 195 6 65 
Major Group 34 Total 2 2 2 

II. Manual 2 2 2 
Major Group 38 Total 1 .. 1 1 

II. Manual 1 1 1 

KAVARATTI 

DIVISION 2 & 3 Total 606 1,583 125 432 1,167 46 257 3 34 

I All fuels/power 11 11 11 
(c) Coal, wood 

and bagasse II 11 11 
II. Manual 595 1,572 114 432 1,167 46 257 3 34 

Major Group 20-21 Total 13 15 12 3 
I. All fuels/power 11 11 11 

(c) Coal, wood 
and bagasse 11 11 11 -. 

II. Manual 2 4 1 3 
Major Group 26 Total 590 1.564 111 43u 1,162 46 257 3 34 

II. Manual 590 1,564 111 430 1,162 46 257 3 34 
Major Group 34 Total 2 3 1 1 2 

II. Manual 2 3 1 1 2 
Major Group 38 Total 1 1 

II. Manual 1 

AMINI 

DIVISION 2 & 3 Total 752 1,785 202 499 1,301 51 282 
II. Manual 752 1,785 202 499 1,301 51 282 

Major Group :6 Total 750 1,782 201 498 1,299 51 282 
II. Manual 750 1,782 201 498 1,299 51 282 

Major Group 27 Total 1 2 1 2 
II. Manual 1 2 2 

Major Group 38 Total 1 1 1 
II. Manual 1 1 1 
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ANNEXURE 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION (NIC) - 1970 

Divisions Description 

(One digit level of classification) 

o Agriculture, Hunting, Fore~try and Fishing 

Mining and Quarrying 

2 & 3 Manufacturing and Repair 
4 Electricity, Gas and Water 

5 Construction 

6 

7 
8 

9 

x 

Wholesale and Retail Trade and Restaurants & 
Hotels 
Transport, Storage and Communications 

Financing, Insurance, Real Estate and Business 
Services 
Community, Social and Personal Services 

Activities not Adequately Defined 

MAJOR GROUPS 

(Two digit level of clas~ification) 

Major Groups 

Division 0 - Agriculture, Hunting, Forestry and Fishing 

00 
01 

02 
03 
04 
05 

06 

Agricultural Production 

Plantation 

Livestock Production 

Agricul tural Services 

Hunting, Trapping and Game Propagation 

Forestry and Logging 

Fishing 

Division 1 - Mining and Quarrying 

10 Coal Mining 
11 Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas 

12 Metal Ore Mining 

19 Other Mining 

Division 2 & 3 - Manufacturing and Repair 

20-21 Manufacture of Food Products 

22 Manufacture of Beverages, Tobacco & Tobacco 
Products 

23 Manufacture of Cotton Textiles 
24 Manufacture of Wool, Silk and Synthetic Fibre 

Textiles 

25 Manufaclure of Jute, Hemp and Mesta Textiles 

26 Manufacture of Textile Products (including 
Wearing Apparel other than Footwear) 

27 Manufacture of Wood and Wood Products, 
Furniture and Fixtures 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 
38 

39 

Manufacture of Paper and Paper Products and 
Printing, Pu\)lishing and Allied Inqustries 

Manufacture of Leather, Leather and Fur 
Products (except repair) 

Manufacture of Rubber, Plastic Petroleum and 
Coal Products 

Manufacture of Chemicals and Chemical Pro­
ducts (except Products of Petroleum and Coal) 

Manufacture of Non-Metallic Mineral Products 

Basic Metal and Alloys Industries 

Manufacture of Metal Products and Parts 
except Machinery and Transport Equipment 

Manufacture of Machinery, Machine Tools and 
Parts. except Electrical Machinery 

Manufacture of Elecrrical Machinery, Apparatus, 
Appliances .and Supplies and Parts 

Manufacture of Transport Equipment and Parts 
Other Manufacturing Industries 

Repair 

Division 4 - Electricity, Gas and Water 

40 Electricity 

41 Gas and Steam 

42 Water Works and Supply 

Division 5 - Construction 

50 Construction 

51 Activities Allied to Construction 

Division 6 - Wholesale and Retail Trade and Restau­
rants and Hotels 

60 Wholesale Trade in Food, Textiles, Live Animals, 
Beverages and Intoxicants 

61 Wholesale Trade in Fuel, Light, Chemicals, 
Perfumery, Ceramics, Glass 

62 Wholesale Trade in Wood, Paper, Other Fabrics, 
Hide and Skin and Inedible Oils 

63 Wholesale Trade in All Types of Machinery 
Equipment including Transport and Electrical 
Equipment 

64 Wholesale Trade in Food and Miscellaneous 
Manufacturing 

65 Retail Trade in Food and Food Articles, Bever­
age, Tobacco and Intoxicants 

66 Retail Trade in Textiles 



67 

68 
69 

Retail Trade in Fuel and other Household Utili­

ties and Durables 

Retail Trade in others 

Restaurants and Hotels 

Division 7 - Transport, Storage and Communications 

70 Land Transport 

71 Water Transport 
72 Air Transport 

73 

74 
75 

Services incidental to Transport 

Storage and Warehousing 
Communications 

Division 8 - Financing, Insurance, Real Estate and 
Business Services 

80 

81 

82 

Banking and Similar Type of Financial Institu­
tions 

Providents and Insurance 

Real Estate and Business Services 
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83 Legal Services 

Division 9 - Community, Social and Personal Services 

90 Public Administration and Defence Services 

91 

92 
93 

94 
95 
96 
98 

99 

Sanitary Services 
Education, Scientific and Research Services 

Medical and Health Services 

Community' Services 
Recreational and Cultural Services 

Personal Services 

'International and other Extra Territorial Bodies 
Services 

Services not elsewhere classified 
i 

Division X - Activities 'not Adequately Defined 

xo 

XI 

Persons without any Aftlliation to any particular 
industry (including fresh entrahts to lahour force) 

Activities not ,Adequately Defined (other than 
" that in xo) 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES ON COMPUTERISED TABLES ON VILLAGE DIRECTORY AND 

PRIMARY CENSUS ABSTRACT 

In this section a set of 10 computerised tables 
have been furnished which have been generated on the 
basis of ViJ1age Directory and Primary Census Abstract 
data, in respect of Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi 
district as a whole. 

The basic difference between this set of tables 
and tables already given under the Village Dir€ctory 
and Primary Census Abstract is that in the former 
processing of tables has been done mechanically, 
whereas in the latter this has been done manually. 
Moreover, contents of the tables in the two sets as well 
as the mode of presentation are also different. 

For the purpose of computerising the data 
generated from Village Directory and Primary Census 
Abstract, the Union territory and the district have 
been assigned code numbers 24 to 01 respectively. 

A brief note introducing each table is given in 
the following paragraphs: 

Table I: Distribution of village with reference to area 
(in hectares) 

In this table, number of rural/partially urban 
villages have been furnished according to the area they 
occupy (in hectares). For the purpose, the area (in 
hectares) have been categorised into 9 classes, starting 
with 10 hectares or less and ending with 1001 and 
above. Other classes are 11-20, 21-40,41-80,81-200, 
201-500, 501--1000, and unspecified: These have been 
sho\\n under column (2). Whereas under column (3), 
number of villages have been recorded and under 
column ('4) rural villages have been furnished. As 
this district is totally rural, all the villages have there­
fore, been recorded under columns (3) and (4) only. 

Table II: Distribution of vmages by select amenities 
infrastructure and l,md use data with refer­
ence to the distance from the nearest town/ 
city: 

The various amenities and land use in' the 
villages have been shown with reference to nearest 
town/city. For the purpose of indicating the distance, 
it has been divided into 8 categories under column (2) 
as follows: Below 3 kilometre, 3-5 kilometre, 6-10 
kilometre, 11-15 kilometre, 16-20 kilometre, 21-50 
kilometre, 51 and above kilometre, and unspecified. 
The columns (5-16) represent various amenities and 
infrastructure. Whereas columns (17-21) represent 
land use. 

The idea is to appreciate the possible influence 
of the urban areas on the villages in respect of the 
characteristics mentioned. 

table III: Distribution of vill<lges by select demogra­
phic characteristic and distance range from 
nearest town/city: 

In this table again the same principle is adhered 
to III the case of table 2. However, instead of ameni­
ties infrastructure etc., demographic characteristics 
have been considered. - The idea is to guage. the affect 
of urban places on the villages in respect of demogra-
phic variables. -

Table IV : Average size of village by distance range 
from the nearest town/city by size class: 

In this table location of villages with reference 
to nearest urban places according to their size classes 
have been furnished For the purpose of assessing 
distance range the same has been grouped into 7 cate­
gories as follows: Between 3-5 kilometre, between 
6-10 kilometre, between 11- J 5 kilometre, between 
16- 20 kilometre, 21-50 kilometre, 51 a~d above and 
unspecified. This has been recorded under column (3), 
whereas the size class of town/city has been recorded 
under column (2). By size class of towns/cities it is 
mea,1t as follows: 

161 

Below 

Population 

1,00,000 and above 

50,000-99,999 

20,000-49,999 

10,000-19,999 

5,000- 9,999 

5,000-

Code 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

Class 

(Class J) 

(Class II) 

(Class III) 

(Class IV) 

(Class V) 

(Class VI) 

Table V : DIstribution of villages by size class of popu­
lation having select servicing institutions and 
demographic characteristics: 

This table presents distribution of villages by 
size class of population. For the purpose two basic 
categories have been adopted namely (i) Uninhabited 
and (ii) Inhabited. The former in th.e table is denoted 
by the term depopulated. Inhabited villages have 
been divided into 7 categories according to size class of 
population as follows: Less than 200, 200-499, 
500-999, 1000 -1999,2000-4999, 5000-9999 and 10,000 
and above. The villages in each size class have been 
related with servicing institutions and demographic 



characteristics as indicated by columns (4-12). The 
number of villages in different size class of population 
is again related with average distance from town/city 
as shown in column (9) 

Table VI : Distribution of villages by number of 
hamlets and percentage of scheduled caste/ 
scheduled tribe population: 

The intention of this table is to provide the 
number of hamlets in each village. The number of 
hamlets has been represented by different class ranges 
varying from 1-20 and above, as follows: 1, 2-3, 
4-5,6-9, 10-14, 15-19, 20+ and those not specified 
that is 'unspecified'. All the villages in the district 
have been grouped under the last category that is 
unspecified. The total population is given under 
column (5) whereas scheduled caste/seheduled tribe 
population is recorded under column (6}, and the 
percentage of scheduled tribe popUlation to general 
population is given in column (7). It may be noted 
that there is no scheduled caste population in the 
whole district. 

Table VII: Distribution of -villAges by density of 
population (in hectare) : 

This table gives the distribution of villages 
according to density (per hectare). The densities have 
been shown under 8 categories as follows: 0.1-3.4, 
3.5-5.4, 5.5-10.4, 10.5- 0.4, 20.5-3,).4, 30.5-50.4, 
5,).5+ and unspecified. The villages under each cate­
gory have been related with average distance from the 
nearest towns and cities and these information have 
been given in column (3) and (5) respectively. 

Table VIII: Distribution of villages by proportion 
of scheduled castes / scheduled tribes 
population: 

This table gives distribution of Villages accord­
ir!g to the percentage of popUlation of scheduled 

castes/scheduled tribes in the general popUlation. As 
there is no scheduled caste population in the whole 
district the columns (3-6) have been shown blank. 
Whereas, the distribution of villages having scheduled 
tribe population as per percentage range shown in 
column (2) is given in the columns (7-10). The cate­
gories of percentage range under column 2 are, as 
follows: 0 1-10.4, 10.5-25.4,25.5-50.4, 50.5-75.4, 75 5 
and above. . 

Table IX: Villages by percentage of irrigated area to 
total cultiVilted area and density of 
popul.ttion (per hectare): 

This table presents distribution of villages acco­
rding to density (per Hectare) grouped into 8 cate­
gories cross classified iwith villages h~ving irrigated 
areas (in hectares) which have been grouped into 6 
categories namely: 10 or leSS'i 11-24, 25-49 .. 50-74, 
75 and above and 'u~specifi~' as given in columns 
(3 to 8). Whereas density oflpopulition (per Hectare) 
as given under column (2) has' been grouped into the 
following 8 categor'ies: 0.1-3.4,'\,3.5-5.4, 5.5-10.4, 
IO.5-20.~, 20.5-30 4,30.5-50.4,50.5-+ and unspeciiied. 

Table X ; Villages by percentage of literacy having and 
not having telephone connection with refer­
ence to the nearest town : 

This table provides information regarding distri" 
bution of villages according to the percentage of 
literacy and having and not having telephone links 
with the nearest town/city and its average distance. 
The villages as per percentage of literacy have been 
grouped under 5 categories as follows. 0.1-5.4, 
5.5-9.4, 9.5-19.4, 19.5-49.4, 49.5 and above. The 

, near~st town from all the villages Jies beyond 51 kilo­
metres, therefore, the entries regarding having or not 
having telephones are recorded under the columns 
(16 -17). As there exists no telephone link between 
any village with the nearest town! city, all the entries 
have been made under dolumn (17) only. 
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VILLAGE DATA 1971 CENSUS 

Tabl~ 4 

AVERAGE SIZE OF VILLAGE BY DISTANCE RANGE FROM THE NEAREST TOWN BY SIZE CLASS 

Size class 
Distance range from the Villages Total 

Average 
State District Taluk of nearest population 

town nearest town (in Kms.) Total Populated Population per village 
------

2 3 4 5 6 7 

24 01 0) I Below 3 Kms 

1 3 - 5 

6 - 10 

I 11 - 15 T 
1 16 - 20 

,-

I 21 -- 50 

1 51 & 22 10 31,81,0 3,181 

Unspecified 

Total 22 10 31,8-tO 3,lg1 

N.B. Column 7 is based on columns 5 and 6 

VILLAGE DATA 1971 CENSUS 

Table 5 

DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES BY SIZE CLASS OF POPULATION HAVING SELECT 

SERVICING INSTITUTIONS AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

Number of villages having Average 

State/ Size class Villages Post Post Telephone Medical 
distance Female 

• t... ~ of villa- Percent Dirtrict/ of villages by Office and Connection Institutions ages from per tooo litcra<:y 8°~ Taluk population Total Populated telegraphs males .. ~15 nearest ~5il= offices town 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

24 01 01 Depopulated 12 186 

Less than 200 207 1,000 43 54 
200 - 499 

500 - 999 

1000 - 1999 I 1 I 178 1,034 43 31 

2000 - 4999 6 6 6 6 175 910 44 28 

5000 - 9999 2 2 2 2 169 1,111 43 22 

10000 & 

Total 22 10 9 9 182 978 44 26 
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State 

24 

24 

VILLAGE DATA 1971 CENSUS 

Table 6 

DjSTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES BY NUMBER OF HAMLETS AND PERCENTAGE OF 

District Taluk 

01 01 

01 01 

SCHEDULED CASTE AND SCHEDULED TRIBE POPULATiON 

Number 
of 

hamlet'S 

2 

One 

2 3 

4 5 
, 

~ - 9 

10 - 14 

15 - 19 

20 & 

Unspecified 

Total 

Villages Total 
Total Populat~d Population 

3 4 5 

22 10 31,810 

22 10 31,810 

VILLAGE DATA 1971 CENSUS 

Table 7 

Total 
S. Castel 
S. Tribe 

6 

29,540 

29,540 

Percentage of Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
Population combined to 

total population 

7 

92.86 

92.86 

DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES BY DENSITY OF POPULATION PER HECTARE 

Average distance of 
State District Taluk 

Density of 
population 
per hectare 

Total 
villagas 

Total 
distance each village from Aearest 

1 

24 01 01 

2 

Depopulated 

0.1 - 3.4 

3.5 - 5.4 

5.5 - 10.4 

10.5 - 20.4 

20.5 - 30.4 

30.5 - 50.4 

50.5+ 

Unspecified 

Total 

3 

12 

1 

9 

22 

167 

town 

4 5 
--_ 

2,230 186 

175 175 

1,595 177 

4,000 182 



State/ 
Districtl 
Taluk/ 

24 01 

VILLAGE DATA 1971 CENSUS 

Table 8 

DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES BY PROPORTION OF SCHEDULED CASTES AND 

SCHEDULED TRIBES POPULATION 

Scheduit'd Castes Scheduled Tribes 

Percentage -~----------.---- .. ------ --------------------~----
Villages Total ~iIlages Total to total 

-~----------~---------- ---_-------------... _---population Total Having area Area (in General Total Having area Area (in General 
specified hectares) population specified hectares) population 

----~-~-

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Depopulated 12 12 223 
Nil 

0.1 - lOA 

10.5 - 25.4 
25.5 - 50.4 

50.5 - 75.4 
75.5 & above 10 10 2,632 31,810 
Total 22 22 ",2,855 31,810 

VILLAGE DATA 1971 CENSUS 

Table 9 

VILLAGES BY PERCENTAGE OF IRRIGATED AREA TO TOTAL CULTIVATED AREA 

AND DENSITY OF POPULATION PER HECTARE 

State District Taluk 
Density of 
population 
per hectare 

Number of vilhiges where irrigated area to t:>tal cultivated area (in Per eent) is 

10 or less 11-24 25-49 50-74 75 &. Unspecified 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
------------------------------- -- ~----~------

24 01 01 

24 01 01 

Depopulated 

0.1 - 3.4 

3.5 - 5.4 

5.5 10.4 

10.5 - 20.4' 

20.5 - 30.4 

30.5 - 50.4 

50.5+ 

Unspecified 

Total 

12 

7 

8 13 
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CENSUS OF INDIA 1971 - L M & A ISLANDS 

Portrait of PopulatiolT 

Part II-A 

Part II-B 

Part II-C 

Part II-D 

Part III l 
Part IV J 

Part VIn ~A 

Part X 

PUBLICATION PROGRAMME 

A descriptive analysis 

General Population Tables (A-Series) 

Economic Tables (B - Series) 

Social and Cultural Tabks (C and F Series) 

Migration Tables (D-Series) 

Establishments. Reports & Tables 
& 

Housing Report & Tables 

Administration Report-Enumeration 
(Not for sale-for official use only) 

District Census Hand book 
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ERRATA 

Page Para Line For Read 
-----~--~ --~--~ - -~----- ----- ------~------

1 1 5 consist consists 

2 1 7 atolls, atolls 

2 9 7 Deputy Collectors Deputy Collector 

3 2 6 Governmnet Government 

3 2 11 called is called 

5 3 6 20-24, 25-29, 20-24 and 25-29, 

6 2 1 Christians Christian 

(table 8) 

6 4 Castes Caste 

7 7 11 eak eke 

9 2 11 authchthones autochthones 

9 2 13 do not does not 

9 3 13 marriage, marriage and 

9 3 14 indelgenous indigenous 

9 4 1 authchthones autochthones 

10 2 9 namely, Kadmat, Kiltan, namely, Amini, Kadmat, Kiltan, 
Chetlat, Bitra. Chetlat and Bitra. 

10 footnote 7 Lakshadwerp Lakshadweep 

11 1 9 turtile turtle 

11 2 9 turtlles turtles 

11 3 8 eak eke 

11 4 1 & 2 kilometre kilometres 

11 4 11 systamatic systematic 

11 6 3&4 kilometre kilometres 

11 7 3 kilometre kilometres 

16 1 12 relate relating 

16 2 7 later latter 

16 5 9 territory is TerritOries 

16 6 5-6 on part on a par 

17 3 10 island islands 

17 6 5 island islands 

17 6 8 according according to 

40 4 3 persons person's 
40 9 4 persons person's 

(Category II) 

41 9 4 carpentary carpentry 
i. e. (vi) 

61 4 1 this the 

63, 3 27 & 28 diary dairy 

63 4 1 consist consists 

63 4 4 4.201 5.201 

63 6 12 land is land has 

121 9 whenever wherever 

12·1 4 14 processing of processing or 



Page Para Line For Read 
----~-~- ~ --------~--- ---

121 4 18 processing of processing or 

121 4 22 processing of processing or 

121 4 25 trade commercial trade/commercial 

121 5 H (i) of to 

121 5 H (ivi Household Households 

122 3 9 '0'. As '0', as 

123 5 11 tahsi lis tahsils 

123 6 2 that that is 

124 1 6 groups group 

161 3 4 24 to 01 24 and 01 

161 5 4 have has 
161 8 2 to as 

161 8 4 guage gauge 

161 8 4 affect effect 

Page Table Col. Lino For ReCjd 

27 1 3 1 7.62991 7.62691 

31 1 15 7 O~01 

31 1 13 8 0~23 028 

35 1 4 Pro S (2) Pr.S(12) 

35 1 3 4 1 ~63362 1.63372 

64 1.01 9 12 21.5 22.5 

66 4 7 27.6 266 

72 1.02 13 10 284.7 274.7 

72 1.02 21 9 93.5 83.5 

73 1.02 11 13 78.8 8.8 

74 3.106 11 10 17.8 197.8 

74 3.106 21 25 215.0 216.0 

91 3.605 5 14 550 ; 350 

107 5.303 11 2 1869( +) 1869(-) 

110 5.104 6 1 5399* 53979* 

110 5.108 2 2 34 324 

139 Ell Part A 24 2 6 1 

139 -do- 24 3 

155 H. III 11 1 4423 4433 

155 -do- 12 9 15 0 1520 

Foot'note:-Read "(Rs. in lakh)" after the heading of the Table 15 in page 1 <> 

2. Read "Area not available" instead of 'Area available' in Col. 15 of the Tables 
in pages 27, 31 and 35. 

L. G. P. 470/3-81/300/F. No 6/5/80. 




