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It’s Not the Size, It’s the Frequency:
The Value of Using a Core Vocabulary in Beginning and Intermediate Greek

Wilfred E. Major
Foreign Languages and Literatures Department
Louisiana State University

Teachers and students in the early stages of learning ancient Greek face a number of
challenges: a different writing system, morphological changes with seemingly as many
exceptions as rules, flexible and daunting syntax, complex and deep literature, a strikingly alien
cultural context, and so on. Most often as teachers we simply have to argue or plead that these
extra difficulities are worthwhile because the payoff of reading Greek is so great. Rarely, if ever,
do we get to say that some aspect of Greek is actually easier than that of other languages. The
core vocabulary of ancient Greek, however, is one such area.

This article presents various ways to make use of Greek’s relatively small core vocabulary in
beginning and intermediate classroom. The key points are:

1. Ancient Greek has a high-frequency core vocabulary scarcely half the size of many
other languages.

2. Using “50%” and “80%” core vocabulary lists enhances student learning in the
beginning and intermediate stages of learning Greek. Examples of such lists are
included in this article.

3. Awareness of the relative frequency of certain morphological categories encourages
students and teachers to focus on paradigms which are most common and therefore
most rewarding when reading.

4. Grouping subsets of the core vocabulary in different ways (e.g., by logical groups or
morphological type) improves acquisition of vocabulary by making relevant patterns
clear and by reinforcing vocabulary in different contexts.

Greek’s Smaller Core Vocabulary: The 50% and 80% L.ists

The frequency and distribution of vocabulary can seem like an arcane topic, but
especially for Greek, it is a helpful one for teachers and students in the early stages. Simply put,
beginning students should learn vocabulary that they will encounter most often when they read.
Reinforcing these high frequency items improves students’ comfort level, since they master the
elements which they encounter most often. Linguists have studied and quantified key levels in
the core vocabulary of a number of languages. Computers have aided this research in recent
years, although ideally the basic results match the intuition of native speakers. An adult speaker
of English, for example, typically carries a vocabulary between 10,000 and 15,000 items. In a
given conversation or even if writing an entire book (say over 100,000 words) an adult is
unlikely to use anything close to their entire vocabulary. Nor do speakers or writers distribute
their vocabulary usage at all evenly. A text of 100,000 words, for example, consisting of 5,000
different lexical items, does not include each word twenty times. On the contrary, a small
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number of words are repeated very often and some more specialized vocabulary will be used
only once or rarely.

Core vocabulary tends to cluster at two levels, 50% and 80%. The percentage refers to
the proportion of a text made up by a certain amount of vocabulary. Half of most English texts,
for example, consist of the same one hundred or so lemmas* repeated as the situation demands.
Words like “the” “to” and “is,” for example, generate a fair amount of text by themselves. In
these statistics, linguists count lemmas, so different forms of a word (“is” and “was”; “camel”
and “camels”) count as a single lemma, not separate vocabulary items. Despite some irregular
words (“go” and “went”) and vocabulary items of considerable flexibility (*“do”), these are words
absolutely fundamental to any communication and comprehension of English. The Perseus
Project (http://www.perseus.tufts.edu) provides an invaluable database, and its vocabulary tool
(http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/vocab?lang=greek) has allowed scholars to generate
similar analyses for Greek. Whereas an English 50% list consists of more than a hundred
lemmas, which is normal enough for languages, a comparable Greek list contains about 65 (the
exact number can vary depending on whether some items are grouped together as a single lemma
or separated as distinct lemmas). The list itself, with further discussion, follows later in this
article, but the key points now are that Greek has a much smaller list at this level and that these
are unguestionably vocabulary items a student of Greek will need to be comfortable with.

The next significant plateau arrives at 80%, that is, the number of lemmas which typically
generate 80% of a text. In English such a list consists of 2,200-2,300 words, and a list between
2,000 and 3,000 lemmas is typical of many languages (Latin, for example, is comparable to
English in this regard). The 80% list for ancient Greek consists of fewer than 1,100 lemmas, less
than half of that typical for other languages. Here is an area, then, where we can actually
streamline the presentation of Greek. While some areas of morphology, semantics and syntax
can prove more difficult for students of Greek than in the study of other languages, core
vocabulary represents a topic where students can rightly feel Greek will be easier than other
languages and so in some way offset the additional struggles in other areas of grammar.

My version of this 80% list is appended to the end of this article and | will present a
number of ways | believe that taking advantage of this list is helpful in the classroom, but some
general observations now. There is no single, simple explanation as to why Greek has a smaller
core vocabulary. Certainly part of the reason consists of the sampling of Greek we have. A
limited number of ancient Greek texts on a relatively limited number of topics survive. For a
resident of Classical Athens, there were probably a number of words for plants, foods, tools, and
the like which would have been core items for them but which appear only rarely in Greek texts
as we have them. For good or ill, anyone today who learns Greek is constrained by the survival
of the texts that we have, so the frequency in these texts, simply as a pragmatic matter, should
focus our priorities in beginning classes. Indeed, the texts we have can contain very narrow core
vocabularies. For example, the corpus of Plato is one of the larger compared to that of other
authors, but an 80% core vocabulary consists of fewer than 500 words. The relatively narrow
topics and focus of Plato’s writings mean he has a much more repetitive vocabulary.

Finally, a few words about the remaining 20% of Greek vocabulary. As in most
languages, this vocabulary is more diverse and technical, and the sheer number of lemmas
increases significantly. Many adults carry 10,000 lemmas or more which they use for this 20%.

! For the purposes of this article, a lemma is defined as a single vocabulary item encompassing the multiple word
forms of that item.


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/vocab?lang=greek
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A discussion of ships, for example, would likely contain the technical vocabulary for parts of
ships, lemmas which may appear rarely if at all in other contexts. Other types of vocabulary can
also swell the numbers. A proper name that appears once, for example, can count as an
additional lemma, even though it is not part of learning the language in particular.

The 50% list follows immediately on the next page. An 80% list is appended to the end of
this article. The 50% list below contains the 65 different words which make up 50% of the Greek
database of 4.1+ million words in the Perseus Project, compiled March 31, 2006 and
subsequently revised. It updates a similar list compiled by Prof. Helma Dik of the University of
Chicago. The 80% was similarly compiled and revised in stages from 2004 to 2006.
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GREEK VOCABULARY 50% LIST

VERBS

ytyvouat become, happen
eipi be

elmov say

éxw have

AapuPdave take

Aéyw say

rioléw make

Pnuisay

NOUNS

avnp, &vdpadg, 6 man
Baolevg —ewe, 6 king
Adyog -ov, 6 word
TIOALS -€wg, 1 city

ADJECTIVES

&AAog —1 —ov another

€ketvog -1 —o that

Héyag, peyaAn, uéya big, great,
o, 1), 10 the

ovtog, a0, tovto this

nac maoa v all, every, whole
TOAUG TMOAAT] TOAV many
TEOTEQOG —0t —OV prior

toovtog -1 —ov such as this

PRONOUNS

avTtog -1 -ov (s)he, it
€ya, pov 1

dg, 1}, 6 who, which

6011, 1L anyone who, anything which

oLdEelg, oLdeIA, OVOEV NO One
oV, oov you

TG, TL someone, something
Tig, Ti who? which?

ADVERBS
av

ve especially
o1) now
étustill

pn not

VUV NOW

ov not

ovute and not
oUtwg this way
wc as

PREPOSITIONS
avd up

amo from

ota through

el¢ into

€K out of

évin

émion

kata down

peta with, after
napa from beside
mepl around

TOG to

vmo from under, by

CONJUNCTIONS
AaAAG but

Yéo for, because
o¢ and, but

eav, el if

nor

kat and

pév on the one hand
611 that, because
ovv therefore

g, and

wc¢ so that

Page 4
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The Greek 50% List

This list contains no surprises for experienced readers of Greek. All the items here are
very common and fundamental for reading nearly any extended passage of ancient Greek.
Nonetheless, depending on textbooks or other pedagogical materials, students at the beginning
level and even sometimes the intermediate level might find this list surprising. In many popular
beginning Greek textbooks, some of these lemmas appear rather late, occasionally even not at
all. The particular items within each part of speech deserve some comment.

The list contains no more than eight verbs, but even these might startle students only part
way through a beginning textbook. In terms of raw frequency, yiyvouau is perhaps the second
most common verb in Greek, after eiui. This is not surprising, given that yiyvouau often serves
as little more than a substitute for eiu, but since it is deponent, students might encounter it late
and receive little reinforcement. When students encounter it so frequently in an unadapted
reading, then, they can still be unsure about it (and especially its principal parts) and thus feel
unnecessarily unprepared and insecure about their reading skills in general.

The listing of Aéyw, elmov and ¢nui points up another issue. While the vocabulary items
on this list certainly generate half of the words in the Perseus database, how to group them into
lemmas is not always a straightforward matter. Related is another issue, especially when trying
to introduce high frequency items at an early stage: which forms are truly high frequency? Some
Greek verbs can appear in literally hundreds of forms, but many of them are low frequency. This
is yet another possible partial explanation for the smaller core vocabulary in ancient Greek.
Native speakers may have needed to maintain multiple forms of some lemmas more than
speakers of other languages, and this combination may have effectively brought their core to a
level parallel with speakers of other languages. In any case, we have a tendency to teach a large
vocabulary and a great many more forms than most speakers use routinely, so a more realistic
level of material for beginning students is needed.

In this particular case, | would suggest that we can profitably view this grouping of three
semantically overlapping verbs as a single lemma with the meaning “say”: Aéyw provides the
present tense, ¢pnui the imperfect and eirov the aorist. While these three verbs do exist in other
tenses, the forms are not nearly as common. Moreover, the present, imperfect and aorist tenses
make up 90% of the verb forms in Greek texts in general, and so serve as proper tenses to
emphasize early on.?

Frequency of tenses leads to another strength of even this small list. These verbs include
good examples of many standard and high frequency forms. Consider: eirmov and Aappavw have
a second aorist; moiéw represents the most common type of contract verb and has a regular first
aorist. ytyvouaur is regular, just deponent, in these three tenses, so it is a good model for middle
endings. Thus this small group of the most common verbs in Greek also provides good
paradigms for the most common indicative forms of verbs.

The nouns, pronouns, and adjectives are more complex but, because of their frequency,
deserve attention. Some follow a common paradigm (A6yos, &AAog, €xelvog, mMEOTEQOS,
towovtog), but others have irregularities of some sort. In most textbooks, the unusual paradigms
of these words are not given particular emphasis as very common words, and indeed not
distinguished from paradigms which are equally irregular but far less common. A beginning

2 Anne Mahoney. 2004. “The Forms You Really Need to Know.” CO 81: 101-105.
5)
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Greek textbook might well include péAag, péAawa, péAav “black,” for example, but not point
out that only two adjectives in all of Greek share this paradigm (téAag, TdAawva, téAav is the
other), and neither are nearly as high frequency as the items on this list. The frequency of the
lemmas on the 50% list, however, means they deserve to be introduced early and reinforced
often. They should not, of course, all be introduced at once, but a teacher should be aware that
some of the difficult paradigms here (especially péyac, ovtog, mag, moAvgs, €y, ovdeig, ov, and
tc) are simply crucial to developing a comfort level with Greek. Two of the nouns (avio,
PaotAevc) are quite irregular but worth extra attention because of their frequency. All words on
this list should be introduced as early as can be done comfortably and reinforced as often as
possible.

Finally, note that nearly half of the list consists of adverbs, prepositions and conjunctions,
which do not inflect, but | would recommend teaching alternate forms (e.g, ano, ar’, a¢’) of
these items as early as possible. While these words are often given in the vocabularies, their
importance as high frequency items rarely receives attention. Students are going to encounter
these lemmas constantly and a little time spent practicing these words pays off richly. With
conjunctions and some prepositions in particular, however, be aware that some textbooks
inexplicably make little or delayed use of these very common words. Thus students at the
intermediate stage can become very frustrated when a word like oov appears constantly, if they
were exposed to it only briefly toward the end of their beginning sequence, when they were
already overwhelmed by other material.

The Greek 80%o List

A version of this list | have used in recent years in my classes is appended to the end of
this article. Some analysis follows below, but first a few words about the creation of this list. It
began with the raw list of lemmas generated by the Perseus vocabulary tool. The raw list
consists of 1,193 lemmas, but | have modified it in three basic ways. First, the raw list included
a considerable number of proper nouns and related words. | deleted words for Athens, Athenian,
Odysseus and so on. Second, a certain number of anomalies appear in the list because of the way
Perseus’ vocabulary tool works. When the tool meets a form which could be generated by more
than one lemma, it has no means to distinguish the source, so it distributes all instances equally
among the potential sources. In reality, of course, this can distort the true frequency. For
example, listed 559™ in frequency was the word #xc, a type of viper. Certainly Greek texts do
not use this extremely rare word often enough that intermediate students should be learning it. As
it happens, however, the dative singular of this word is éxet. In practice éxeu is almost always the
3" person singular present indicative active of #xcw, but the tool automatically credits ¢xic with
half of the occurrences. Note that this means half of the instances of &ye( are sufficient to put it
in the 80% list. This does not undermine the credibility of the list as a whole; it just can distort
the relative frequency of the lemmas on the list. The verb &y should in fact appear a little higher
in terms of frequency, but it should still appear. A little common sense is needed, however, to
remove statistical dust like ¢xic. Deletions of this type and of proper names removed 168
lemmas from the raw list.

I added 79 lemmas into this newly reduced list. The reasons varied. In some cases, |
added a verb like ayyéAAw, which appeared on the list only in compound forms, as | felt it was
pedagogically worthwhile to be able to learn the root verb along with the compounds. In some

6
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cases | added words important culturally or valuable for their English derivatives and equivalents
(e.9., daipwv). The resulting list is approximately 1,100 words (allowing for some variation
depending on how one counts the lemmas).

Generally I would recommend that this sort of list form the core vocabulary for beginning
and intermediate students. Whatever the textbook, hold students accountable for vocabulary that
also appears in the core vocabulary. This provides a rationale for prioritizing the vocabulary in a
textbook and some security for the students that the vocabulary they learn will be that which they
need as they continue to read Greek. After the beginning sequence (usually the first year in
college or the second year in high school), when students have as their primary focus the
navigation of readings, students can continue reviewing and working on the rest of the
vocabulary list. And whatever readings they go on to, from Homeric to Biblical, they should
have a valuable foundation on which to build.

Subsets of the Greek 80% L.ist

The complete 80% list can serve as, among other things, a goal of vocabulary acquisition
for students in beginning and intermediate classes. Subsets of this vocabulary can prove at least
as useful. On the one hand, subsets can form useful groups of vocabulary for students to study
(simply proceeding through the whole list alphabetically is perhaps the least efficient method of
learning it, although it can be a worthwhile review) but subsets can further serve to establish
priorities for other material in the early stages of learning Greek. Most of the subsets discussed in
what follows can be downloaded from http://www.dramata.com (the lists are in pdf format, and
users may need to be sure they have a sufficiently recent version of the free Adobe Acrobat
reader so the Greek appears properly).

Verbs:

The 80% list of 1,100 lemmas includes 404 verbs. Verbs make up only a small part of the
50% list but more than a third of this list. Thus verbs will make up a substantial part of students’
growth from one list to the other. At least in part, students will also be learning an increasing
number of verb forms even as they are learning the verb vocabulary on this list. As students learn
some of the eccentricities of Greek verbs, subsets of the core vocabulary can provide for students
a context for the features they are learning and for teachers a means to prioritize vocabulary and
grammatical features.

Characteristics of the Core Verbs: Sixty of the verbs generate 157 compound forms on
the list. Effectively, then, there are 247 basic verbs plus compound forms. Among the ways to
group vocabulary profitably is to gather together all the compound forms of a verb and to group
verbs together by prefix (compound forms are indented in the main list). Some smaller subsets
have grammatical features students are likely to be learning in beginning courses: there are 28
deponent verbs, 33 verbs with deponent futures, and 36 with a 2" (aka “strong”) aorist.

The vocabulary meaning is only part of the challenge of mastering verbs. Learning
principal parts is often one of the most daunting areas of beginning Greek. Having a controlled
core vocabulary makes it possible to present, study and test principal parts in ways that highlight
the patterns of principal parts. Rather than it seeming like there are no regular verbs in Greek,
verbs can fall into recognizable patterns and categories. | find five groupings particularly helpful
for highlighting the main patterns of principal parts.

7
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1. Vowel stems: The most stable subset of Greek verbs contains those whose stems end in
-Uw (Which is why Avw makes such a good paradigm). Explaining the rule for each part and an
example of the pattern of each subset makes Greek verbs seem predictable and straightforward to
recognize. For example:

Present Future Aorist Perfect Active Perfect Middle Aorist Passive Meaning
augment reduplication reduplication augment

stem + w stem + ow  +stem + o + stem + ko +stem + pai +stem + Onv

Adw AVow éAvoa AéAvka AéAvpoan EAVONV loosen

There are twenty such verbs in the core vocabulary, plus six which have some irregularity in one
or more of their principal parts.

Verbs with other vowels ending their stems also tend to be stable, except that these
vowels contract with the endings in the present and imperfect tenses. The largest group by far
consists of verbs in -éw. Recall also that moiéw is on the 50% list:

There are 50 regular verbs in this group plus 20 others with some irregularity in their parts.
¢ lengthens to n in the future, aorist and perfect stems:
pattern: stem + -éw, -fjow, -Nnoa, -Nka, -NuAL, -NONV
example: motéw, momjow, émoinoa, memoinka, memoinuat, éoujdnv make, do

The next largest group are -&w verbs, with 17 regular examples and 9 with irregularities.:
o lengthens to ) in the future, aorist and perfect stems:
pattern: stem + -aw, -Now, -Noa, N, -Nuat -NoNV
example: vikdw, vikiow, éviknoa, veviknka, veviknuatl, évucrjonv conquer

Finally, there are -6w verbs, with ten regular specimens and five with irregularities:
o lengthens to w in the future, aorist and perfect stems:
pattern: stem + -6w, -Wow, -woa, -wka, -WHAL, -OONV
example: dnAdw, ONAdow, EdNAwoa, dedAwka, dedAwpat, €dnAwONV show

In addition there are 35 verbs with contract futures (mainly with liquid stems; see category #5
below).

2. Labial stems: Verbs with consonant stem endings are also easier to learn when
grouped into subsets of the core vocabulary, even when several individual verbs have
irregularities. These irregularities tend to be minor and to occur only in one or two parts. There
are 18 verbs with labial stems, of which five are entirely regular.

Verbs whose stems end in labials have present stems which end in 3, t, mtt, or ¢:
+ 0 = 1, therefore - in future and aorist
+k = ¢, therefore -¢- in perfect active
+ p = pu, therefore -up- in perfect middle
+ 0 = 90, therefore -pO- in aorist passive
Example: toifw, tolbw, étouba, tétoida, Tétoippatl, €toidhOnv rub

8
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3. Dental stems: 25 regular verbs plus 17 with some irregularity.
Verbs whose stems end in dentals have present stems which end in 6, {, 0, or c:
+ 0 = o, therefore -o- in future and aorist
+ k = K, therefore -x- in perfect active
+ u = oy, therefore -ou- in perfect middle
+ 0 =» 00, therefore -o6- in aorist passive
Example: ducalw, dikdow, edikaoa, dedikaka, dedikaouatl, Edikaodnv judge

4. Palatal stems: 18 regular verbs plus 19 with some irregularity.
Verbs whose stems end in palatals have present stems which end in v, «, , or oo (= Tt in Attic).
+ o > &, therefore -&- in future and aorist
+ 1k = ¥, therefore -x- in perfect active
+ u = yu, therefore -yu- in perfect middle
+ 0 = 0, therefore -x6- in aorist passive
Example: doxw, dofw, nofa, Noxa, noyuat, 1joxOnv rule

5. Liquid stems: Because this stem ending is unstable, only two of the 42 verbs in this
class are entirely regular in their principal parts, but mostly the irregularities are minor
differences in the less commonly used stems, so the pattern still helps a great deal. Contract and
deponent futures crop up most often in this group, so this is a good opportunity to review these
features.

Verbs whose stems end in liquids have present stems which end in A, p, v or p.
+ o = loss of o, therefore -ew- in future and no o in aorist
+ Kk = Yk, but more often just -x- in perfect active
+ u = y, therefore -p- in perfect middle
+ 0 = 0, therefore -0- in aorist passive
Example: koivw, kowve, éxowva, kékouea, kKékopat, €xoinv decide

Irregular stems: Among the most feared and challenging verbs in Greek are athematic
verbs, also known as -p verbs. These are high frequency verbs, however, especially counting all
their compound forms, and are thus core verbs. The 80% list includes four athematic verbs
which use the -pu conjugation in the present, imperfect and aorist tenses, 13 which have -t
forms only in the present and imperfect, plus six which have -ut forms in the aorist only.

For all of Greek verbs’ reputation for irregularity, there are only ten verbs on the core list
with truly mixed principal parts or with irregularities in their parts which make them difficult for
even passive recognition (aigéw, amoOvijokw, €oxouar €00iw, éxw, Aéyw, 004w, MAOXW,
ToéXW, HEQW).

Nouns:

Greek nouns do not generate the sheer number of forms that verbs can, but beginning
Greek textbooks routinely present a great many different noun paradigms without indicating the
relevant frequency and importance of the variations. Again a core vocabulary can provide a
means to prioritize. The 80% list includes 325 nouns, nearly equally distributed between the
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three declensions: 114 1% declension, 103 2" declension, and 108 3™ declension. Each
declension, of course, allows for some variation and knowing the relative importance of these
variations is helpful.

1% Declension: Nouns of the first declension vary in their paradigms almost always only in the
vowel used in the endings of the singular. Of the 114 first declension nouns, 46 are of the
canonical form with n (like Twuny), 38 have a long a (like oixic), four have a short a while
retaining n in the genitive and dative singular (like yAwooa); ten alternate a long a with a short
one (like poipa). Twelve nouns are masculine (like moAitng). Four nouns have some individual
variation (yn, kdon), pva, veaviag).

2" Declension: Nouns of the second declension differ only in gender and the attendant
restrictions on neuter nouns. Of the 103 second declension nouns, 74 are masculine, four are
feminine and 25 neuter. Three nouns have some rarer variation (voug, Aewg, vewg).

3" Declension: Nouns of the third declension display greater variation than those in the first two
declensions, but these variations involve primarily the nominative singular and dative plural. The
sigmas in each ending (the nominative singular -c and the dative plural -o1) cause these
variations. Like verb stems, third declension nouns benefit from being classified by stem ending:

Palatal stems
like knové: 5
Dental stems
Masculine and feminine like éAmtic: 9
Neuters like cwpa: 20
There are only two nouns on the list like Goxwv, but these are valuable for also being
the paradigm for active participles.
Liquid stems
like daipcwv: 7
Sigma stems
like kA¢oc: 21
Vowel stems
like moAc: 14
Recall that oA was also on the 50% list.

The remaining 31 nouns have individual minor irregularities or belong to a category with
three or fewer nouns. The number of variations even within this small sample suggests that
teaching the more stable parts of third declension paradigms is prudent, but it is advisable for
teachers to notice when textbooks give full declensions of nouns which are paradigms for no
other common nouns. It is not unusual for declensions of fundamentally irregular nouns to
appear side by side with paradigms for more common types. Distinguishing and prioritizing
among third declension nouns is too often left up to the unsuspecting reader.

Adjectives:

The adjectives on the 80% list do not vary nearly as much as third declension nouns. The
list includes 188 adjectives. The largest subgroup consists of 1%/2" declension adjectives like

10
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ayaBdc or the mechanical variant (like pucodc) sporting an « in the feminine forms, with 52 and
67 entries respectively, for a total of 119. There are seven two-termination adjectives, using only
second declension endings (like &dwoc) and two contract adjectives (xovoovg and durtAovg),
plus one of the so-called “Attic” declension (mAéwc). The third declension adjectives fall into
three types: like evdaipwv (7), like aAnbnc (9) and like tayxvgs (7). The three types of irregular
adjectives (uéyag, mag and oAvg) already appear on the 50% list.

There are still other ways to group and present the vocabulary on the core list. Logical
semantic groups are especially valuable (parts of the body, words for time, animals, English
derivatives, and so on). | have also found that maintaining a stricter control over vocabulary
makes it easier to bring in exterior readings. If | use a reading unconnected with the textbook, |
gloss the vocabulary not on the core list (or whatever part of the core list we have covered).
Doing so makes the process of glossing vocabulary straightforward for me and reinforces the
core vocabulary for students. Furthermore, | have generally found that the core list does indeed
generally cover the highly repetitive vocabulary of readings across time and genre.

Conclusion

There remains much to discuss, refine and improve in these vocabulary lists, and |
sincerely hope lively debate will ensue. More important than any specifics, however, | believe
that we as teachers of Greek need to rethink vocabulary. The vocabulary selection in textbooks
varies wildly in terms of quantity and quality. Vocabulary lists tend to be dominated by the
needs of a narrative, reading passage, or grammatical construction. This haphazard approach not
only hinders students in their acquisition of the language but in their appreciation of what this
vocabulary has bequeathed to modern languages (Latin too often takes credit for bringing Greek
vocabulary to English). We also too readily chalk up difficulties in textbooks to something
inherent in the complexity of Greek. Greek does pose multiple challenges and rewards, but
speakers of the language in antiquity for the most part were no more intellectual giants than
students of the language are today. If we are to provide the access to the ancient Greek world and
to the most influential writings in Greek, we owe it to our students and other devotees to ease
their journey wherever we legitimately can. A high frequency core vocabulary is one such entry
point where we can and should hold the gate open wider.

Wilfred E. Major

Classics
Louisiana State University
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CORE GREEK VOCABULARY
for the
FIRST TWO YEARS of GREEK

This list contains approximately 1,100 words, based on the 1193 different words which make up
80% of the Greek database of 3.8+ million words in the Perseus Project. Compiled September 2,

2004 and subsequently revised.

dyaB6c -1 -ov good

ayaApa —atog, 16 glory, statue
ayav too much

ayavaktéw be annoyed with
ayamn -ng, 1 love, charity
ayYéAAw announce

&yyeAog —ov, 6 messenger, angel
ayvoéw not know

ayooa, -ag, 1 market place
A&yoQeVw say, proclaim

ayw lead, bring

ayav, -wvog, O contest
aywviCopatl contend for a prize
adeADM) N, 1) sister

adeAdog —ov, 0 brother

aducéw do wrong

adiknua, —atog, 16 a wrong, an injustice
aducog —ov unjust

advvatog —ov impossible

aet always

aeldw (Attic &dw) sing

&ékwv —ovoa —ov (Attic drwv) unwilling
aBavatog -ov immortal
aBAoc —a —ov wretched

&0BAov —ov, 10 prize

&0poilw muster

aBpdog —a —ov crowded

aldwg, aldovg, 1) shame

aipa —atog, 16 blood

aivéw praise

alpéw take (mid: choose)

alpw raise

aloBavopat perceive

aloxoc -1 -6v disgraceful
aloxVvw dishonor

aitéw ask

attia -ag, 1) cause

12

attidopat accuse, blame

aitiog —a —ov responsible, guilty

alxpaAwTog -ov, 6 prisoner of war

arxoAovBéw follow

axovw hear

axQPnc —€g exact

KOG —a —oV top

AaAyocg —ovg, 16 pain

aAnOewx -ag, 1) truth

aAnOng - true

aAlokopat be taken

aAAG but

&AAMAwv (oblique cases only) one another

AaAAog —n —ov other

AAAGTOLOG —a —0V someone else's

aAAwc otherwise

dua at the same time

apagtavw make a mistake, miss the target

apeifw change

apeivwv -ov better

apeAéw not worry

apvvw ward off

audt + gen, dat, acc about, around

audopntéw argue

audotegog —a —ov both

audw, audotv both

av generalizes dependent clauses with the
subjunctive; makes independent clauses less
real (contrary to fact)

Ava + gen, dat, acc up, on
avayw lead up
Advouéw raise
avadaufdvew pick up
avapaivw board, cross
AvVayLyv@oke recognize
avéxw hold up
aviotnui stand up
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avatiOnut put up, set on
avaxwoéw go back

avaykalw force, compel

Avaykalog —x —Ov necessary

Avdrykn —1g, 1) necessity

Avadnua -atog, T a curse

avaé, -axtog, o ruler, lord

avdelog —a —ov manly, brave

avepog —ov, 0 wind

avev + gen without

avnp, avdpadg, 6 man

avBocg —ovg, 1o flower

avOpwmog -ov, 0/1] human being

a&votyvuut open up

avti+ gen opposite

avw up

a&log —a —ov worthy

a&6w consider worthy

anaAddoow release, escape

amavtdw + dat meet

anaé& once

amag —aoa -av all together

AmeQog —at —ov inexperienced, ignorant

a&mo + gen from
anayyéAAw announce
amayw carry off
adaioéw take from
amofatvw step from
amodeikvoul point away
amodidwyiL give back
ameluL be away
ATEQXOMAL O away
améxw keep away
anoOviokw die
adinp let go
aducvéopat come to
adlotnpL remove, revolt
amokQivw separate (mid: answer)
amoktetvaw kill
amoAappdvew take from
amoAe(nw leave behind
amoAAvpLkill (mid: die)
amoAoyéopatl defend oneself
amoAvVw set free from
amoméunw send away
amonAéw sail away

Page 13

amootéAAw send away
amootepéw deprive
amodatvw display
amoola -ag, 1) helplessness
amtw join (mid: touch)
aoa so then
aQyvLov -ov, 106 silver, a silver coin
apéokw please
apetn) -Ng, 1) excellence
apLOpo6c —ov, 6 number
&ototog —1 —ov best
apoxéw ward off
oo -atog, T chariot
apuolw (Attic appottw) join
aow plow
apmalw snatch
aotijust now
apxalog —a —ov ancient
apx1 -Ng, N beginning, rule
apxw rule
aQxwv —ovtog, o ruler, archon
aomig, -idog, 1) a round shield
AO0TL, A0TEWG, TO town
aopaAex —ag, 1) security
aopaAnc —ég safe
atao but
dte just as, because
atn —ng, 1 blindness, destruction
av, avOig again
avEavw increase
avte again
avtica immediately
avto0L on the spot
avtog -1 -0 self , same, s/he/it
advw suddenly
Paivw walk
BaAAw throw
Baopagog —a —ov foreign, barbarous
Poovc —gtat —U heavy
Paoikeia -ag 1) kingdom
BaoiAeiog —a —ov kingly, royal
ta Baoidewax palace
Paoirevg, Baoiews, 0 king
Paodevw be king, rule, reign
PaotAkog -1 --0v royal, kingly
Bépatoc —a —ov firm
éAog —ovg, 16 missile, weapon
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BéATiotog —1 —ov best

BeAticwv -ov better

Bix —ag, 1) force

Pualw, Prdw force, compel
B{pAog —ov, 6 book

Bloc —ov, ¢ life

Bow live

PAamTw hurt

PAéTw see

ponBewx —ag, 1) help

BonOéw help

BovAevw deliberate

BovAn -Ng, 1] plan, council
povAouar want, wish

[Boug, podg, /1) ox

Boaxvg —ia -V short

[Bootdg —ov, 6 mortal

Bwuog —ov, o altar

yoia —ag, 1) earth

Yopéw marry

Yépog —ov, 6 wedding, marriage
Yao for, because

ve for sure

veAaw laugh

Yevvaw beget

Yévog —ouvg, 10 race, family
Yéoag —wg, T6 prize

Yéowv —ovtog, 0 old man

Y1, Yne, 1 earth

yneag —we, t6 old age
Ytyvopat become, be
Yyvwokw come to know, learn
YAUKUG —glar —Ov sweet
YA@Wooa -1, 1 tongue, language
Yvoun —ng, 1) thought, intelligence, opinion
Youv so then, for sure

Yoappa —atog, 16 letter
Yoadw write

YUpvog —1 —ov naked

YuVvT), YUVaikog, ) woman
daipwv —ovog, 0 spirit, god, demon
dakULw cry

O¢ and, but

Oel it is necessary

Oeldw fear

detkvupt show

delAOg -1 -Ov cowardly

Page 14

Oevog 1) --Ov awesome

delmtvov —ov, 10 feast

Oéka, ten

0évdov —ov, 10 tree

defloc -a -ov right

déoc —ovg, 0 fear

deomdng -ov, 6 master

devEO (to) here

devTepoc —a —ov second

déxopat welcome

déw (1) bind

Oéw (2) need

o1) now

donAog -n -ov clear

dNAdw show

dnuog -ov, O people

orjmov perhaps, maybe

Otd + gen, acc through
dlpéw divide, cut apart
dwxPatvw step across
OtaAAw throw across
dtégxouat go through
dtdketpal be arranged (pass. of
dtatiOnu)
dlaAéyw discuss
dlxAvw dissolve
dudvoia —ag, 1) thought, intention
dlowcéw manage a house
dmpaoow pass over, accomplish
dateAéw finish
dwxtiOnuL arrange
duxtoifw consume, spend time
duxdpéow carry on, make a difference
dxdpevyw escape
ddpOeipw destroy

dxOrjkm —1g, 1) arrangement, last will and

testament

dlowtar —ng, 1 lifestyle

duakoool —at —a two hundred

dWdokw teach

OdwL give

dwdlw judge

dlkatog —a —ov just

dkatoovvn -1, 1) justice

dkaoTrELOV —0U, TO court

dkaomg -0V, 0 judge, juror

dikn —ng, N justice, lawsuit
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016, dLOTeQ because of this
dtoc —a —ov divine

dLotLsince

dLmAoLg 1) -ovv double
doxiAoL —at —a two thousand
dlxa apart

dudKw pursue

00yua -atog, o opinion, dogma
dokel it seems

dokéw think

d0Aocg —ov, O trick

d6&a -, 1) glory, opinion
doov, dogatog, T spear
dOVLAOC -0V, O slave

doaw do

dvvapal be able, can
dUVALS -ewg, 1) power
duvartdg -1 -6v able

ovo, two

dwdexa twelve

dwua —atog, 16 house

dwoov —ov, 1o gift

€AV = el+ &v

éa, €01p0g, TO spring

€avTov -Ng —ov him/her/itself
édw allow

€yYy¥c near

€yelow wake up

€yw, éuov 1

£€0¢éAw wish

£€0voc —ovug, TO nation

£€60¢, -ovg, t6 custom, character
£€0w be accustomed

el, elmeQ if

eldopat, eidov see (cf. 60dw)
€ld0¢ -ovg, 16 form

€lKOG, elkOTOC, TO proper, probable
elkoot twenty

eV -0vog, 1) image

eiui be

elp go (cf. Eoxopat)

elrov say (cf. Aéyw, dnpui)
elpyw confine

elgnfjvn -ng, 1 peace

€1¢ + acc into

15
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eloayw lead
eloépgyopat go into, enter
elopéow carry into, pay taxes

elg, pia, év one

elta then, next

elte either...or

€x, €€ + gen from, out of
Eayw lead out
éEapéw take out
eEamnataw deceive
£xBaAAw throw out
£KddwL surrender
eEeAéyxw refute
€E€oxouat go or come out
é€eotiit is allowed, it is possible
ékAeinw leave out
éxméunw send out
éxminto fall out
ékteivo stretch out
éxdépw carry out

éxaotog -1 —ov each

éxategog —a —ov each of two

éxatév hundred

el there

ékelBev from there

gketvog -1 —ov that

ékKkAnoia —ag, 1) assembly

€KkTog outside

ékwv —ovoa —ov, willing

eéAdoowv —ov smaller, less

éAavvw drive

éAeyog —ov, 0 a lament

EAéyxw refute

éAevBepla —ag, 1) freedom

éAevBepog —ax —ov free

éAev0eQow set free

EATtiCw hope for

EATtic -idog, 1 hope

€Uavtod my own

€UOG -1 -0V my, mine

év +dat in
EUBAAAw throw in
EvOldwL give in
évOvpéopat ponder
€ykaAéw accuse
éumnintow fall on
éumpoo0ev in front
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évtuyxavow meet with
évavtiog —a —ov opposite
évexa because of
évOa there
évOade from there
€VIavTog —ov, O year
&vioL —aL —a some
éviote sometimes
evtavOa here, there
évtev0Oev from here, from there
&vtoc inside
€€ six
e&etdlw examine
éEaidpvng suddenly
é&nkovta sixty
éEovoia —ag, 1 authority
¢£w outside
éowka be like
¢mtel after, since, when
émelyw press hard (mid: hurry)
émeldav whenever
émetta then, next

€Tl + gen at; + dat on; + acc on to, against

énayyéAAw announce
émdyw bring on
énavéw praise

EmavéQyopal go back, return

emBaAAw throw on
érBovAevw plan against

éruytyvopat be born after, come after

erudetcvoup exhibit
EméQxoaL come to
éméxw hold on to

5

éruOvpéw desire

édplotnp set upon

b} /

smpa\ela -G, n care, attention

5

erupeAéopat take care of
EmTiOnut put on
émtoénw entrust
grudavr|g —éc evident
érudéow put upon
€T eléw attempt
éniotapoal know
Emotnun -ng, 1 knowledge
€TUOTOAT] TG, 1] message, letter
€TuTOELOG —a —OV convenient

16

éropat follow

émog —ovg, T word
éoyalopat work

£€oyov —ov, 16 work
€onuocg -1 —ov deserted
€o1g, -1dog, 1) strife
£oopat ask

éoxopat come, go

€0 will say

€0wg -wtog, 6 love
€owTtaw ask

£001|g -Mtog, N clothing
£00{w eat

éoméa —0G, 1) evening
£oxatog -1 —ov last
£TalQOg -0V, O companion
étegog —at —ov other
€tng -ov, 0O kin, cousin
Etustill

€toLuog or £Tolpog -1 —ov ready
€10¢ -0Ug, T0 year

€0 well

evOaipwv —ov happy, lucky, blessed

e0OVC —ela -V straight
gvvola —ag, 1) good-will
evplokw find

€0EVG —¢lar —U broad
evxouAaL pray

€x000¢ —a -6v hated
éxw have, hold

£wg until

Caw live

Zevg, Alog, 6 Zeus
(ntéw seek

1 or, than

1 [strengthening particle]

or [introduces lively questions]

or = "s/he said” from nut

or = 1st sg impf indic act of eipi

1) [3d sg pres subj act of eiui]
1 [feminine article nom sg]
[
[

M [r

1 [relative pronoun, fem dat sg]
or [“where”]

yeUv, -0vog, o leader

Nyéopat lead, consider

110N already

Page 16

elative pronoun, fem nom sg, “who, which”]
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TjdopaL rejoice

nodovt -Ng, 1) pleasure

Nnove -¢la, -U sweet

1jkLoTog -1 —ov least

Tjkw have come, be present
NAwia -ag, 1) time of life, age
1AL0g —ov, 0 sun

fuat sit

Nuéoa —ag, 1) day

1UéTEQOC —at —OV our
nuisay

Nuovg —ex —v half

NTeQog —ov, 1 the land
1jowg, ewog, 6 hero

Novxia —ag, 1 quiet
Noodopat be inferior, be defeated
Noowv -ov less, weaker
OaAaocoa —g, 1) the sea
Oavartog —ov, 6 death
Oantw bury

Bapoéw be bold, courageous
Bavpalw be in awe
Bavpaotog —1) -0v awesome
Oea -ag, 1] goddess

Oeaopat watch

O¢toc —a —ov divine

Bedc —ov, 6 god

Oepamebw serve

0éopog —ov, 0 heat

O¢w run

Oewoéw look at

Ovrjokw die

Bodvoc —ov, O seat

Buyatne, Ovyatedg, 1 daughter
Buuog —ov, 6 soul, spirit
Bvoa —ag, 1 door

Buoia —ag, 1) sacrifice

OVw sacrifice

Bwoal —axog, 0 breastplate
latdg —ov, 6 doctor

dloc —a —ov one's own
Owotne —ov, 6 a private person, an individual
do0 look!

1doVw make sit down, seat
tepevc —€wg, O priest

teQdv —ov, 10 temple

teQdc —a -ov holy

Page 17

inut throw

ikavog -1 -ov sufficient

tcvéopat come

{va there, so that

tmrtevc -éwe, 6 horseman

{rtmog —ov, O horse

loog -1 —ov equal

totnut stand

lotoola —ag, 1) inquiry

lOXVQOG -& -6V strong

loxvg, loxvog, 1 strength

kaOd just as

kaOadg -& -6v pure

ka06 in so far as

katand

katmeQ although

Kadg —ov, 6 the right time

ka(tol and indeed, and yet

Kakog -1 -ov bad

kaAéw call

KA&AAoG —ovg, O beauty

KaAOG -1) -0V beautiful

Kapvw work

KAV =Kal+ &v

K&V =kKal+ el +&v

kaEdia —ag, 1 heart

KkaQmdc —ov, o fruit

Katd + gen. or acc. down
katapaivw step down
Kkatayryvookw have prejudice, charge
katdyw lead down
KAOnuat sit
kaOloTtnpt set down
kataAappdavo take hold of
kataAelnow leave behind
kataAVw put down
katanArjoow strike down
kataokevalw equip
kataoteédpw subdue
katadeVyw flee for refuge
katapoovéw despise (+ gen.)
KaTéXw restrain
KT YOQEéw accuse
katowéw dwell, settle

kelpat lie down

KkeAeOw order

KEVOG -1) -Ov empty
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Kkéoag -atog, T¢ horn
kepaAn -Ng, 1) head

KNQEULE —UKOG, O messenger
KkivdvveLw risk

kivduvog —ov, 6 danger
Kvéw move

KkA€og —oug, 10 glory
KAémtw steal

kAlvw bend

KOLVOG -1} -OV common
koAdCw punish

KOATIOG —0U, 6 womb, bay
kopiCw bring

KOTTW cut

Kxoen —ng, 1 girl

KOOUEw arrange

KOOLOG —ov, 6 order
Kxoatéw rule (+ gen.)
KQATLOTOC —1) -0V strongest
KQATOG —0vg, TO strength
kQeloowv -0V stronger
kolvw judge, decide

kololc —ewg, 1) judgment, decision
KQLtrg —ov, O judge
KQUTTw hide

KTAOUAL acquire

ktelvo kill

KUKAOC —ov, O circle
KUEéw meet (+ gen.), happen
KVQLOG —0v, O lord, master
KOWV, KLVoG, O or 1) dog
KwAVW prevent

KW -ng, 1) village
Aayxavw obtain by a lottery
AaAéw talk, babble
Aaupavw take

Aaumog -a& -6v bright
AavOdvw do without being noticed
Aéyw say, speak

Aeinw leave

Agvkog -1] -0v white

Aewg, Aew, O the people
AlBog —ov, 0 stone

Awunv -évog, 6 harbor
Atpvn —ng, 1) pool, swamp
Alpog —ov, 6 or 1) hunger
AoyiCopat calculate

18
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Adyog —ov, 6 word

AoLTt6g 1) -6V remaining

AO0dog —ov, 6 crest (esp. of a helmet), mane,

ridge

Avrtéw hurt

AVw loosen, destroy

HAKQOG -& -0V long

HA&Aa very, very much

HaAlota very, very much

HaAAov more, rather

HovOavw learn

Havia —ag, 1] insanity

HAVTIC —ewG, O prophet

HaQTLEéw witness, give testimony

HaQtuEia —ag, 1) witness, testimony, evidence

HLAQTUG, HAQTLEOG, O or 1) witness

uaxmn —ng, M battle

paxoupat fight

Héyagov —ov, 10 a large room

Héyag, HeyaAn, péya big

uéyeBog —ovg, 6 magnitude

LéAag, péAova, néAav black

LéAeLit is a problem, or worry, for (+ dat.)

HéAAw intend, going to

pév on the one hand, on the other hand

uévtot however, of course

uévw stay

HLEQOG —OULG, TO part

péoog —1 -ov middle

peta with (+ gen.) after (+ acc.)
petaBaAAw change
HeTAmé U summon
uetéxw be involved (+ gen.)

petalv between

péxot until

ur) not (ov with indicative verbs)
undé and not
undeic no one
unte and not

pnKog —ovg, 10 length

unv [emphasizes preceding particle]

U TN, UNTEAG, 1) mother

pnxoovn) -ng, 1) device

HLKQOG -& -0V small

pipvriokw remind, (in perfect middle)

remember

pioéw hate
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HoBog —ov, 6 pay OAlyog -1 —ov few
puva pvac, 1) mina, = 100 drachma = 1/60 talent OAAvL destroy, lose
pvrun —ng, 1) memory 6Aog —n —ov whole
potpa -ag, 1 fate OpvVuLL swear
Hovog —1 —ov alone, single OpoLog —a —ov or Opoiog —a —ov like
poBog —ov, 6 story opoow make like
puotag -adog, 1) 10,000, a countless amount OHOAOYEw agree
puplog —a —ov countless OUOw unite
val yes Ouwg nevertheless
vavpayia —ag, 1) sea battle OVOH& —0TOG, TO name
vavg, vedg, 1) ship ovopalw call by name
vavtikdg -1) -6v naval o0&V —¢la -0 sharp
veaviag —ov, 6 young man oTAltnc —ov, 6 heavily-armed soldier, hoplite
veKrQodS —ov, O corpse OmAov —ov, T6 weapon, tool
véuw distribute omotog —a —ov of what sort
véog —a —Ov young OTIO00G —1) —OV as many as
Vewg, Ve, O temple omote when
VvRoog —ov, 1) island 6mov wherever
VKA conquer, win Omtwe how, as, so that
vikn —ng, 1) victory 00aw see
voéw have in mind 0QYyn -fg, 1 anger
vopiCw consider 00YiCw make angry
VOLLLHOG —1) —OV customary 0000¢ —1 —ov straight
VOHOG —0v, O custom, law 0000w set straight
vouvg, vou, 6 mind 0okog —ov, 6 oath
vOoog —ov, 0 disease opouaw rush
voudn —ng, 1 bride ooun -Mg, 1 attack
VOV, VOVi now d00¢, 6pov, 6 mountain, hill
VUE, VUKTOG, 1) night 000¢, 6pov, 0 boundary
Eévog —ov, O foreigner, stranger 6¢ 1] 6 who, which, that
EVAov —ov, 16 wood 6oog -1 —ov however much
0, 1) 16 the doTeg, 1jTte, 6mep the very one who, the very
6de 11de TOd¢ this thing which
0d0¢ —ov, 1) road Oote fjte 6te who, which
00ev from where 6o1ig OTL any one who, anything which
oida know Otav = dte + av whenever
olkelog —a —ov domestic Ote when
oikéTng —ov, O servant OtL because, that
oiéw inhabit, occupy oV, ovk, ovx not (with indicative verbs)
oixia —ag, 1 house, household o0d¢ but not
oiodopéw build a house oLdelc, oLdepl, 0VOEV no one, nothing
otlkog —ov, 6 house ovUkéTLno longer
oipat, ofopat think oUte and not
otoc —a —ov such a kind oUTIc no one, nobody
oloc —at —ov T' eipl be able ovmw not yet
otxopat be gone o0 where
okTw eight ovkoUV therefore

19
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ovv therefore, so

ovEAvHS —ov, O sky, heaven

ovoia —ag, 1) substance, property

ovtog, avtn, tovto this

oUtwg in this way

odpelAw owe

0PpOaApdS —ov, O eye

O0doa so that, until

OxAog —ov, 6 crowd, mob

oPig, -ewg, 1 sight, appearance

naBog —ovg, 16 suffering

naevw educate

naic, madog, o, 1) child

maAx1og —a —ov old

TtdAwv back

navtanaot altogether

mavn entirely

midvu altogether

naQd, ' from (+ gen.), beside (+ dat.), to (+

acc.)
ooty yéAAw transmit
niapaylyvopat be present
ntaodidwpt hand over
MaA&d0EOG —oV contrary to expectation,
paradoxical
TAQEeLL be present
maQeoTL it is possible (+dat.)
magépxouaL pass by
napéxw provide
niaploTn e set or stand beside
nagakaAéw call for
MaQaAApPAvw receive
MaQATANOL0¢ —ot —ov resembling
nagaokevalw prepare
naQaokev -G, 1) preparation
Qo on o immediately

naeBévog —ov, 1) girl

TG ooa oy all

ndoow sprinkle

naoxw suffer, experience

natno, matEog, O father

matolog —a —ov of or belonging to one's father

natQlg, -dog, 1) fatherland

v stop

ntedlov —ov, 10 plain

meCog -1) -0V on foot

ne(Ow persuade

20
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metpalow test

TEAW try

TéAag near

méumnw send

nevtakootot —at —a five hundred

mévrte five

nievrkovrta fifty

méQ [emphasizes preceding word]

megaw pass through

néeBw destroy

mtept around, about (+ gen., dat., acc.)
nteglewt be around
ntegtiotnut place round

métoa —ag, 1) rock

TEOG -& -0V disabled

rprAnu fill

niivew drink

niinto fall

moTevw trust

nloTig, -ewg, 1) trust

Totoc -1 -0V faithful

TAELOTOG —1) —OV most

mAelwV, TAéwV more

mAéw sail

mAéwe, TAéa, MAéwv full of

mAf00oc —ovg, 16 crowd

ANV except (+ gen.)

mANnEow fill

mAnolog —at —ov near

nANoow strike

mtAolov —ov, T ship

TAOVOL0C —x —0V rich

TAODTOC —0V, O wealth

mvebUa -atog, TO wind, breath

motéw make

nOLnTﬁg —ov, O creator, poet

Tolog —a —ov what sort of?

mnoAeéw make war

moAéuog —a —ov hostile (m.pl.: the enemy)

mOAEHOG —OV, O war

mtoAlooiéw besiege

ToAL0QKIX —ag, 1) siege

TOALS, -ewg, 1 a city

moArtela —ag, 1) constitution, citizenship,

republic

moAlteVw participate in government or politics

TOA(TNG —ov, O citizen
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TOALTIKOG -1] -0V political

TOAAGKLC often

TIOAUG TTOAAT] TOAV many

ToVNEOG —a —ov evil, painful

ndvog —ov, 6 work

mopela —aG, 1) journey

moQevw carry, march

nopOéw destroy

moow far

TOTAROG —oU, O river

ToTé ever

notepog —a —ov which of the two?

motog —1 —ov drinkable

TtoL somewhere

ToUg TTodoG, O foot

TEAYHA —ATog, T0 thing

nea&Lg, -ewg, 1) action

no&oow do

nieeoevtric —ov, 0 old man, ambassador (rare

in pl.)

npeoevw be the elder or ambassador

nEéofug, meéoPews, 6 ambassador (esp. in pl.),

old man

notv before

mEO + gen. before
moodyw lead on
noaiQeois, -ewg, 1) choice, purpose
npoaQéw prefer, choose
mEAYOVOG -0V, O ancestor
1EoddwLL betray
TEOEQEW, TQOELTIOV proclaim
mpoéQxopat advance
neoBéw run forward
nigoOvupia —ag, 1) eagerness
TEOOVLOG —OV eager
nipoinpt send ahead, shoot
noolotn it set in front
nedvolax —ag, 1 foresight

mQOG + dat. to, + acc. in addition to
MEOCAY0QeVW greet
nEoodyw put before
TEOCDEXOoUaL accept
npooetL belong to, be present
TIQOC€QXOLOL come or go to
npooéxw hold to, offer
mooTkw have arrived
npooOev before
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noooAauBdvw take or receive besides
nipoomintw fall upon, strike against
mpootdoow place at
meooTOnuL put to
neoodpépw bring to

MEOOWTOV -0V, T0 face

TEOTEQOG —0t —0V before

mEOPATIS —EwWG, 1) excuse

mEod1 NS —ov, O prophet

ME@TOG —1) —oV first

mTeQdV —ov, T0 wing

TOAN -G, 1) gate

muvBdvouat ascertain

T0Q, TLEAG, T fire

nwAéw sell

TWTIOTE ever yet

WG in any way

Tws how?

QAdLOG —ax —OV easy

0éw flow

O1Tw0, ONTOQOG, O orator, speaker, politician

00V0pOog —ov, 6 rhythm

owun —1g, 1 strength

oavtov -f|¢ yourself [reflexive]

oadr|g -€¢ clear

oeAnvn —1g, 1) moon

onuaivew show

onuelov —ov, TO sign

oltog —ov, O grain

OKETUTOHOL examine

okevalw prepare

oK1V —1g, 1 tent, stage

okortéw look at

00 —1] -0V your, yours

codia —ag, 1) wisdom

oodog -1 -Ov wise

omevdw hurry

omovdn -1g, 1) libation

omovdalw hurry

omovdn -1, 1] eagerness

OTAdLoV -0V, 10 stade = 606.75 feet = roughly 1/8

of a mile

OTAOLG —€wG, 1) revolution

0TéAAw send

oteQéw separate

otépvov —ov, 16 chest
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otepavow surround, crown

0TOAOC -0V, O expedition

otépa —atog, T mouth

otoateia —ag, 1) expedition, campaign

oTEATELVHA —ATOG, TO expedition, campaign

otpateVw do military service

oTEATIYOS —0V, O general

OTQATLA —&C, 1) army

OTQATLOTNG —OV, O soldier

0TEATOTIEDEVW encamp

oteatdTEdOV —0v, TO camp

otoatdc —ov, O army

oteédpw turn

oV, oov you

ovv with (+ dat.)
ouvdyw bring together
ovvantw bind together
ovyyevig -¢¢ related
OLYYVWOUN —NG, 1] pardon
oVyKkAntog —ov specially called
oVAAapPdava collect
ovupaivew happen, agree with
ovuPaAAw throw together
ovupovAevw advise
ovvelpt be with, associate with, live
with
ovvépyxoual to come together
ovvexNc -é¢ continuous

ouvO1kn —ng, 1) composition, contract

ovviotnut bring together
ovupaxéw be an ally
ovupaxia —ag, 1 alliance
oVupaxog —ov allied
ovumnag —ntaoa —mav all together
ovudépw benefit (+ dat.)
ovudod -ag, 1) accident
OLVTAOOW arrange
ovvtiOnu put together
ovyxwéw come together, agree

opalw kill

odeic, opwv they

odétegog —a —ov their (own)

opddoa exceedingly

oxeddv close, almost

oxnua —atog, ¢ form

oX0A™ Mg, 1) leisure
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owlw save

owua —atog, 16 body

owtnoia —ag, 1) safety

T&AovTov —ov, TO an amount of silver worth 600
drachma

ta&ic —ewg, 1) arrangement, order
TACOW arrange

tavTn in this way,

TavEOG —ov, 6 bull

TavTo = 1O T the same

tadog —ov, 0 tomb

T X0G —0vG, T speed

TaxVg —€ia -U quick

te and

telvw stretch

tetxéw build walls

TELX0G —0ovg, TO wall

TEKUNOLOV —0V, TO evidence
Tékvov —ov, 10 child

teAevtalog —a —ov last, final
teAevtdw finish, die

teAevtr] -Ng, 1) completion, death
teAéw fulfil

TéAog —oug, 10 end

Téuvw cut

tecoagakovta forty

téooaeg -a four

tétaptog —1 —ov fourth
tetoakoool —atL —a four hundred
TevXw build

Téxvn -1, 1 art, skill

), here, there

tAKovTog —aUTn —ovTov of such an age or size
tnoéw watch for

TiOnL put

Tiktw give birth

Tipdw honor

T -Ng, 1) value

TIHwEéw help, avenge

Tl —ag, 1 help, vengeance
TIC Tt someone, something

ti¢ i who? what? which?

tot let me tell you, for sure
toivuv therefore

TOL00dE, TolAde, Tolovde such a
TOLOVTOG, TOlX VTN, ToloUTo such as this
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ToApaw dare
T0&0Vv —ov, TO bow
TOTI0G —O0V, O place, topic
T00000e —1de —ovde so much, so many
T000UTOC —atVTN —0oUTo(V) so large, so much
tote then
ToabHa —aTog, T0 wound
Teels toix three
TéTw turn
t0édw nourish
TEéXW run
Toéw flee
Toakovra, thirty
tolkéooL —at —a, three hundred
to(pw rub
TOWQNG —OVG, 1) trireme
toltog —1 —ov third
TQOTIOG —OV, O wWay
Q001 -1|g, 1 nourishment, food
tuyxdvow happen (+ part.) hit, meet, have (+ gen.)
Tueavvig -dog, 1) tyranny
tvgavvog —ov, O ruler, tyrant
toxn -1, 1 luck
UPoiCw insult, offend, disrespect
UPoLc —ewg, 1 offense, disrespect, arrogance
Uy -€¢ healthy
VOwo, Bdatog, T0 water
viog —ov, O son
VHETEQOG —( —OV YOUT, yours
Urnatog —1) —ov highest, the top of
vmég for (+ gen.), beyond (+ acc.)
UmeQPAaAAw excel
UTteEPOAN -T]g, 1) excess
vTOoXVEOUAL promise
brvog —ov, O sleep
vmoé by (+ gen.), under (+ gen., dat.), down under
(+acc.)
vTtaoVw listen to
vTthEXwW begin, exist
vToAapPavw take up
vnopévw stay behind, survive
votegog —a —ov following
VYPMAOGG -1 -6v high
datvw show, appear
daAayE, -ayyog, 1] phalanx, battle-array
davepde —a -Ov clear
ddopakov —ov, 16 drug
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Pdokw claim

davAog -1 —ov trivial

dépw carry

devyw flee, run away
Pnuisay

POavw anticipate

$Oeipw destroy

P éw love

Pl —ag, 1 love, friendship
dtAog —a —ov friendly, dear
¢idog -n —ov beloved, dear
doPéw terrify

$opoc —ov, 6 fear

dovog —ov, 0 slaughter
doalw tell

donv, Ppoevog, 1) mind
doovéw think

doovtiCw think

doovoa -ag, 1) guard

duyag -adog, 6 or 1) fugitive
Puyn -ng, 1) escape

dvAakr) g, 1) guard
PvAaoow guard

dUAN -1g, 1 race, tribe
dVOIC —ewg, 1 nature

¢dVw produce

dwvéw make a sound, speak
dwvn Mg, 1] sound, voice
daws, pwtdg, 6 light

Xxatow be happy

xaAemog -1 -ov difficult
XAQLS, -1Tog, 1) grace, favor
XELHWV —wvog, 6 winter
xelo, xe0g, 1) hand

X£10dw manage, master
xelpwv, Xelpov worse

Xéw pour

XAoL —at —a a thousand
Xow pile up, bury

Xodopat use (+ dat.)

X0dw (a) scrape (b) attack, be eager, desire (impf)
(c) furnish

xoela —ag, 1 use

xon it is fated, necessary
XoNHa —atog, 1o thing, (pl.) money
xonotuog —n —ov useful
Xxonotog -1 -ov useful
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X00VoG —ov, O time
XovooUg -1 —ovv golden
Xovodg —ov, 6 gold
xwoa —ag, 1 land
XwEEéw move

Xxwolov —ov, 10 place
Xwolc apart

Pevdr|g -é¢ false

Pevdw lie, cheat
YnoiCw vote

Ynodopa —atog, to decree
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Yndog —ov, 1) vote

Ppuxn -Ng, 1) breath

@, O! oh!

wde in this way

woa —ag, 1) season

g as, since, so that (+ subj/opt), (indirect
statement) that, to (+ acc.)

@oTeQ just as, as if

wote that (result)

wdeAéw help



