Roots and Shoots: A Preface

By Dorothy Bell

To some extent, the events and timelines of the American Family Tree of Theosophy disguise the
true nature of its evolutionary life—the cycles and patterns of growth, decline, and rebirth and within
them, the struggles to bring the original purpose of the Theosophical Society into fruition.

New seasons have seen some branches of the Family Tree thicken and extend offshoots, as
others wither and die. In pushing up from underground and finding new garden beds, new runners from
the main roots have found their own place in the sun—while appearing separate. On the original tree,
storms have damaged branches sometimes splitting them asunder. And in the fullness of cycles, leaves
have fallen and others have grown, taking their place on twigs and other offshoots, pushing out to find
the light, and responding to the same living, vibrating impulse for life expression and expansion.

The impulse of the Heart that sowed its seed in 1875 and grew the outer vehicle—The
Theosophical Society—to carry the Light of Wisdom into the world, is still with us today in the hearts of
many who are responding anew to its original call, but who find themselves under different labels, in
different boxes, and in different territories.

Over the years, lines of demarcation have been drawn in the sand, fences have been built,
territories established and guarded. In time, lines drawn in sand lose their definition, but not so those
lines in the mind that are caught in memory, in history. In the past, perceptions of lost ideals, wrong
directions, and diluted teachings bred disharmony, division, and separation—and new patterns of birth,
growth and renewal, or decline and decay, evolved.

But the original impulse that produced the seed and the tree, the branches and offshoots, the
underground runners with their place in the sun, is still within, seeking expression and fulfillment. There
is no need to change any boundaries, annex other territories, or dissolve any compartments, save in the
prison of the mind. And a mind that is crippled by memory—Dby separation and fear—can never be free.
We can find our own place in the sun by going beyond the bondage of the past and serving that impulse
wherever we be. That is our territory; that is our center; that is our Theosophical family.

The American Family Tree of Theosophy

The aim has been to produce something accessible, simple and useful. It is an initiative of the
President, Betty Bland, in response to those members at the Joy Mills Krotona Invitational 2009 who
expressed interest in finding out more about the bigger picture of the Theosophical movement in
America—beyond our own organization—The Theosophical Society in America [Adyar]. The following
diagrams, while overlapping and becoming more complex, are a work in progress, as they attempt to
describe, in a restricted mode of presentation and from a range of sources, some of the significant events
of the past that have shaped the American Family Tree of Theosophy. They provide a springboard for
browsers to continue the exploration for themselves.



In seeking information, decisions had to be made about what to include or exclude, and there will
always be debate about things that should have been included. For example, the diagrams do not give
details about:

e The major developments in the history of the present Theosophical Society of America (TSA)
[Adyar] which is headquartered in Wheaton, Illinois [see Joy Mills, below, for a comprehensive
account of the first 100 years]

e The early days when Canadian Lodges were managed by the American Board of Control and
Section

e The independent Lodges that exist in the United States today, such as in Boston

e Those many groups that have formed around Theosophists or others who have been deeply
influenced by Theosophy and by both Eastern and Western esoteric literature

e The valuable journals and magazines that many groups have produced

Resources

As in any journey of discovery and exploration, there were signposts to follow. The following
reference books provided both information and food for thought:

Mills, Joy. 100 Years of Theosophy: A History of the Theosophical Society in America. Wheaton, IlI.:
Theosophical Publishing House, 1987.
Spinks, F. P. Theosophists Reunite!. Boston: The Christopher Publishing House, 1958.

And where would an amateur sleuth be without the Google tool? The following Web sites, some
more comprehensive than others, are fundamental and lead into the labyrinth of linkages of
organizations, personalities, and histories that weave the stories of the past that are also our stories and
our dreams. As a wise old woman, a teacher, once said, “Every story is an aspect of the truth...and
everyone who ever was, is, or will be, is an aspect of you—as you are an aspect of them.”

The Temple of the People Homepage http://www.templeofthepeople.org/
The Theosophical Society [Adyar] Homepage http://www.ts-adyar.org/

The Theosophical Society [Pasadena] Homepage http://www.theosociety.org/

The Theosophical Society [Pt. Loma-The Hague] Homepage http://www.blavatskyhouse.org/
The Theosophical Society in America Homepage http://www.theosophical.org/

The United Lodge of Theosophists Homepage http://www.ult.org/

The Word Foundation Homepage http://www.thewordfoundation.org/



An Introductory Glance

1875 The Theosophical Society formed
International HQ established in Adyar in 1882

Worldwide Branches and Sections

| 1886 American Section formed
1895 SPLIT-dissension; the Judge Case

1895 - The American
Section of the TS
[Adyar] continues with
minority of members.
Fullerton elected General
Sec., starts rebuilding.
Annie Besant assisted in
this task.

1934 it was renamed the
TSA [Adyar] -The
Theosophical Society in
America [Adyar].
Headquarters in 2009 at
Olcott, Wheaton, Illinois
Betty Bland - President
Tim Boyd - Vice Pres.

The TS in America 1898

TS of New York 1899

1909 - The ULT:

United Lodge of

Theosophists -
formed by

Robert Crosbie-
a former student
of Judge. Has
Lodges
worldwide-HQ

in Los Angeles,
A

Temple of the
People 1899--

T

The Blavatsky Associatio
1923

The TS-
Pt.Loma
The
Hague

1951-

1895 - The
Theosophical Society
in America secedes
from parent; forms
anew with majority of
Lodges. Judge elected
president for life; dies
in 1896.

Dissensions and splits
occur in early history.
Renamed often:
UBTS;

The TS —-Pt. Loma;
Pt. Loma-Covina;
Today-

The Theosophical
Society International
HQ-Pasadena, CA




International

1875 The Theosophical Society

THE AMERICAN FAMILY TREE OF THEOSOPHY
With the Parent Organization, Branches, & Offshoots
Overview of leaders and some main events

National

New York 1875 > Bombay 1878 > Adyar 1882

1888
1890
1891

1906
1907

1909
1909
1911

1912
1912

1922
1923

1928
1929
1933

1946

1953

1973

1980

A

The TS-Adyar
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H. S. Olcott: Founding President

H. P. Blavatsky: Corresp.Secretary
EST 1884
Inner Group 1886

Blavatsky dies Besant/Judge joint

Outer Heads-EST; 1895
Leadbeater resigns/returns *07
A. Besant 1907

Krishnamurti discovered/educated

G. R. S.Mead leaves >Quest Society
Order of the Star in the East est. 1912
Krishnamurti heads Order of the Star..
Rudolf Steiner leaves. Forms Anthropo-
sophical Society/Waldorf School-1913

1920
B. P. Wadia resigns
Alice Bailey leaves; forms The
Arcane School; Lucis Trust 1924
Krishnamurti Foundation India 1926

Krishnamurti leaves, Order/Star ends,

establishes institutes/schools 1931
G. Arundale 1934
1945
C. Jinarajadasa
Sri Ram
1960
1965
J. Coats
1974
1975
R. Burnier
1987
1993
1993
2002

Board of Control m
American Section 0

anages American Branches- Doubleday Pres.
[ The Theosophical Society- Judge Gen. Sec.

The Theosophical Society in America secedes

Judge - elected life President, dies 1896
Tingley -UniversalBro’hood&Theos. Society
moves Pt. Loma >> offshoots - see next page
Crosbie leaves [former student of Judge]

Crosbie forms the ULT |

Fullerton 1895
1898
1904
Van Hook
1909
Warrington

HQ Krotona/H’wood
Rogers
HQ Chicago

ES-HQ to Ojai
HQ to Wheaton

1929
Cook
Section renamed
TSA
Perkins 1945
1951
Smith
Mills
1971
Wylie
Kunz
Abbenhouse
TS in Boston [ind]

Algeo

Bland
2006

A

TSA [Adyar]-Wheaton

y

United Lodge of Theosophists |
The Theosophy Publishing Co.
International Headquarters
Los Angeles, California

Wadia joins ULT -1922

de Purucker

Conger
Long Hartley splits off
1958| Kok
Knoche
1985 Vermeulen

Grubb

v v

v
TS Pasadena TS [Pt. L-The Hague] ULT-Los Angeles
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY PT. LOMA - COVINA - PASADENA BRANCH

Roots - and some offshoots

Background

1875 Formation of parent organization The Theosophical Society [New York >Bombay >Adyar 1882]

1883

1884

1886

1891

1895

Co-founders: H. P. Blavatsky, H. S. Olcott. [President], W. Q. Judge

Judge instrumental in founding the Aryan Theosophical Society of New York, chartered in 1883,

earlier branches chartered in Rochester/New York, and St Louis/Missouri in 1882

Board of Control established by President-Founder Olcott to manage the American Branches

Doubleday as President - dissensions lead to eventual dissolution

Judge instructed to organize American Branches into a Section of the [General Council of the]

Theosophical Society to replace the Board of Control. American Convention establishes The American
Section of The Theosophical Society - Judge as its General Secretary. He also establishes The Path magazine
Blavatsky dies. Dissensions grow in a number of areas eg succession in EST; Judge’s relations with the Masters

Secession of The Theosophical Society in America [subsequently named] from parent organization

1900 | UBTS moves to Pt Loma
1904 | Robert Crosbie [student of Judge] dissents, leaves the UBTS
1909 | Crosbie for#s The United Lodge of Theosophists - ULT —

Judge at center of controversy, becomes its General Secretary; majority of Lodges go with Judge-
Olcott cancels their Charters; remainder stay as The American Section of the TS [Adyar] Today’s TSA

1898 | Tingley renames the new organization The Universal Brotherhood and Theosophical Society [UBTS]
1898 | >Hargrove leaves, [former Secretary of Judge] forms The Theosophical Society in America [disbanded 1943]
1899 | >La Due, Dower leave, forms The Temple of the People Syracuse, New York > Halcyon, CA 1903

1899 | >Alice Cleather [of HPB Inner group] leaves

1899 | >Salisbury, Nicholson, Percival, leaves, forms The Theosophical Society of New York

also known as The Theosophical Society Independent [Percival]

2006

2009
TSA

1923]| Alice Cleather establishes the Blavatsky Association, London
1929| de Purucker renames UBTS to The Theosophical Society [Pt. Loma]
1940s( de Zirkoff’s International Group of Theosophists becomes active, remains

1942 | The area of Lomaland sold; Headquarters moves to Covina
1945

1951 | Long Hartley splits off - small Dutch Section not accept Long

1971

also Theosophy Publishing Company
International HQ - Los Angeles
B.P.Wadia joins ULT 1922

aloof from all groups - disbands after De Zirkoff’s death in 1981 1943V

Conger renames it The Theosophical Society [Pt. Loma-Covina]

The Word
Moves to Pasadena 1950-51 - International HQ Foundation
Conger names Hartley successor- disputation 1950

continues as The Theosophical Society [Pt Loma-The Hague]

HQ: Blavatsky House, The Hague. Netherlands

1956 | Hartley dies ... group fades out in the US

1958 | Kok London

Gropp est.

Knoche 1986
1985 | Vermeulen TS [Pt. Loma-The Hague]

Grubb

y
v \ v
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2009 2009 2009 2009 2009

TS TS- ULT

[Adyar] [Pasadena]  [Pt. Loma-The Hague] The United Lodge of Theosophists



