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Executive Bummary

Grand Portage National Mopument lies on the rugged north shove of Laks
Buperior in northeastern Minnesota. It has a partially reconstructed lats
18ch century fur trade depot; an 8 1/4 mile long portage; and Fort
Charlotte, an advanced depst on the Pigeon River. The aonument preserves
unigue histerical values of the fur trade era, the exploration of
norshwestern North Americsa, and the dmerican Indian.

Tha dgrand Portage Trail ie the major historic featupre of the monument.
Sriginating in prehistoric times, it berame Lhe gateway Lo the northwest
for the French and British fur trade of the 17¢h and 18th centuries.
Vovageurs osrried packs of trads gosds up the long portage to the Pigeon
River angd returned with bales of furse.

This report focupes on the physical and ecological aspects of the portage:
its history and umses i{n the late 18Lh century and makes reccmmendations for
archeclogical studies of some of ite poses or resting places. Yhis
information provides the basic facts for the preparation of a Trail
Hanagement Plan.

Selected poses can paArve ag on site interpretation pointe to tell the story
©f the portage and the men who used it. Future research ls nesded ¢o guids
archeclegical investigationa, historic pressrvation, and interpretation of
this centurigs old portage,



Intysduction

The development of a network of waterways and gonnecting portages was
contingent upon an even earlier Indian achisvement. This was the creation
of the graceful birch bark cance. The pxonaaring stady uf In&zan watarcraft
dy Bdwin T. Adney and Howsrd I. Chapelle, (I ) B )
America, 1964:3} notea that Lthe bark canoes of North Ameriﬁaa Indiana,
particulariy those of birch bark, were among the moat highly developed
nanually propalled prismitive watercrafy. They state: "The great skill
exhibited in their deaign and construcilon shows that & long pericd of
development must have taken place before they bacame known to the whits
man.” A few pages later they davelop thie thesis more fully:

Records of bark cances, contained in the reports of the sarly white
gxplorers of North America, are wosfully lacking in detail, buat they
&t least give grounds for helieving that the bark canges even then
were highly devaloped, and were the produst of a very long period of
existonce and ifmprovement pricr to the {irst appearance of Buropmans
(Ibid, p. 7).

Going further, their comments lead into our subiect mattar:

The Indian bark cances were moel sfficient watereraft for use in
forest travel; . . . The canoes, being light, could be carried
ovarland for long distances, wven where trails were rough or
nonexistent, {ibid., p. 3;.

Chviously, generations of thought and experiment precseded this zance
development.. After the first few prototype canoes were made and gradually
improved, tranaportation became far mors rapid and practieal. It is
tenpting ty speculaie that these sarly watercraft were used moatly in the
food gquest-~for hunting, fiehing, and gathering of wild piasnt foods. We
must not forget either that a long slow process of technological
develspment lay pehind the making of maple sugar and the gathering and
preservation of wild rice. And thess aspects of American Indian life ware
integrated thoroughly inte the development of portages.

tThe materials now guoted abt length are highly relevant to portages,
They have been aba:ractad from an ﬁnpubl;ﬁﬁ&i manuacr;p: tepart Himtoria

1991 Iy Robert C. Vogéz and David G. Stanlay This document was'prapared
for the Minnssota Historical Society State Bigtoric Preservation Office;
copiss of the report are filed there.

¥a the context of the fur trade, a portage wag Literally a garrving place
petwaen water routes, distinguishable from a road by its relakively short
distance and by the portager’s need te sarry their vessels with thesm from
one waterway to another (Ibid., p. 2).

In general, the literature ¢f the history of the Puropean fur
trade and exploration ¢f Minnesota does not sccurately raflect



the importance of portsge routes in the developmant of ragional
wraneportation aystems. However, many acholare heliave that port-
agss are at least as important as relict government roads, oxcart
trails, stage routes, And other resources asdaociated with the¢ thew
ma of transportation. Hisvorians generally beliesve that portages
are significant as lecations of important events and because of
their asscciation with regional historical themes, {e.¢., the

fur trade), the study of which can yield important information ab-
cut the state’s history. Those archaeclogists lucky enough to have
lovated a portage vontaining intact culitural depcsits or diggnos-
fic arcifacts have been wont to sonsidar portages asg potential
archaeological sites, the excavation of which aight provide the
anewers to specific ressarch guesticns (Ibid., p. 8.

Portage trails physically comprise a spesific type of vernacular or
cultural landacaps. Borroewing a concept familiasr to historical
geographery, the authars of this report are inclined to regard
poxtages ap cultural landforms chat have been shaped by hiateorical and
natural procsesses. In addition to buried artifacts and features,
purtage trails often retain visual landecape charscteristics
indicative of thelr historic function, The findings of arshival
researsh and fileld survey suggeat that sepatial relationships between
individual portage tralls,; their component features and associated
water yowkes 15 aritiszal to evaluating their significance as historie
landecapes {Ibid. p.8). Lach of the major phaves of Minnesota history
had its charagteristic route geography, developed 10 serve the needs
of particular groups ©f pecple at particular times: and each
supcessive phase inherited parts of the earlier route geograchy, to
which it added its own modes of tranaportation. Portage trails, an
impartant link in waterborne transportation systams which existed up
until the late 1%th century (some ars still in recreational wse), wers
marked out by Native American Indiane and were an indelible feature of
the historical geography of the fur trade {(Ibid., p. 11).

What exavsily do we mean by portages trail? Poriage sntered American
English in the 17th century and has remained in gommen umage aver
sincee, especlally in northern Minnessta in the ¢ontext of the historic
fur trade and sodern recrestional canceing. Etymologigally, it ig an
Old French word borrowed from the Latin portare, "to carry.” Used 24 a
aoun, it describes a "carrying place,” i.e., a trail or pathway
batween two water bodies, As 8 verb it signifies the act of carrying
boate and thelr cargoes overiand. Az a descriptive term, it ig an
important place-name that has been applied to many natural and
cultural features throughout the northern Unitesd States and Canada
{Ibid., pp- 11-12:.

In NHationsal Register parlance, portage trails £all within the gene
eric classification of sitea, which includes archeological dep-

ugite &8s well as the locatiuns of important events. This distiaction
between archeelogicsal sites and historic sites is important with
regard Lo portage trailg because while mosi portages probably possesy



gome archeological reseaprch potential, the overall cultural resource
value of portage trails is most often the product of thelir historical
and physical assocviation with cother aspects of cultural history,
particulazrly waterborne transaportation and the fur trade of the i7th
through 19th centurieg {(Ibid., p. 1i}-

Portage trzile are of interest as historic landscapes because they
document tha ages-old relationship between human beings and their
environment. In the sense¢ here used, landscape is not simply an agtual
sceng viewed by an observer, bat an area comprising a distinctive
agaociation of physical and cultural characteristics; literalliy, a
"land shape.® Landscapes are commonly distinguished as designed ox
vernasulax. A8 defined by the Wationsl Park Service, i desjgned
landscape ig & historic landscape that has been conselously designed
as a4 work of art (l.e., landsgape architecture). Portage trails,
which developed without benefit of schoeled engincers and which are
significant primarily because cof their asecciation with land use, are
therefore wvarnacular landacapes; sors importantly, they are ¢ultural
landforms, i.€., historic sites shaped by historical procepsza that
cyeate a spesifiy mispcenvirvonmant baned on recognizakle Formg such s
topsgraphy, wvegotation, place names, structures and duried gultural
depoeite. Because uf thelr asesciation with transportation linea,
individual portage traile may also be significant as component
alements of routes. Finally, portage trail landscapes represént the
phyuical geography behingd hiptory. Hinnescta geography is doaminated by
three mator drainage systems or watersheds which carry off the surface
waters of the #tate north to Hudson Bay, sast to the Great Lakes apd
south into the Mississippi River. Tha rivers, creeks and asgociated
lakes within thege drairage basing espentially describe the route
gecgraphy of the thoroughfares used by Amayican Indians, Burcpean
explorers and fur traders. But water travel was subiect to
interruption caused by rapids, falls or shallows, and not all of the
major lakes and vivers were interconnected. Morsuver, most of the
strategic watey routes were suparated by relatively short distances
aver land {ibid., p. 12}.

Portaging rellied upoen twe oritical technological innovations, both
apparently of American Indian origin. The foremost of these was the
birchbark cance, which made poriaging feasible over loag distances,
Like the toboggsan and the snowshoe, the birchbark cance wag used by
all of the Algongsin tribes of the $t. Lawrence-Great Lakes baegin and
wig resdily sdopted by the French and British. The unigue maring
architecture and adaptability of the hirchbark gance facinated
Buropean observers. Rene de Brehant de Galinee, a3 French missionary
brother who ¢onducted a reconnaigpance of the eastern Great lakes in
166%, decliared: "The convenience of these vanoss is great in thege
waters, full of catzracts or waterfalls, and rapids through which it
i lempossible to take any beat. When you reach them you load canoe and
bagg~ age upon your shoulders and go overland until the navigation is
good; and thea you put your canve back into the waier, and embark
again. .., I see no handiwork uf the Indlans that appears to me Lo merit



the sttention of Europeans, except their cances and their racketa for
walking on BRoOw [i Q., saowehcaa} {Louise Phelpe Xelliogy, Early

; it 6 - 59, 1917, pp. 17211733, Wrote
Georqe Catzzn- *?he bazk canoe of the Chippeways is, perhaps, the moat
beautiful and light model of all the water zrafie that ever ware
invented” (Kellogg, 1817, pp. 172-173 & George (atlin, Nerth Americun
Indiana, vol.2, 1965, p. 138:.

Gf only salightly lesgs importancgs than the ¢anoe iltself was the portage
coliar, esgentially a hroad leather strap employsd to pack baggage
over the portage trail. Ynlike the now familiar backpack or ruckeack,
the portage collar secured the joad to 4 band worn around the port~
ager‘g forehead. During the fur trade era, the standard load for a
voyageur was tws pleces or packs: the typical two-pleve load welighed
180 to 290 pounds. Securing the two ends of the portage ¢ollar to ons
¢f £the piecer, the voyageur placved the band azround his forshead zand,
assuming the poriaging position (sicoping, knees bentl, let the load
rest on the small of his hack. His handa being free, he then holstegd
the sacond plecs up over his head and left it perched atop the firat
pack. This mode of carrying had the advantage of distributing the
weight more or less avenly over the upper and lowsr orso.
Customarily, two pleces are carried with mora ease than one, on
account of the directien of the body, but occasiondlly a vovageuw
valunteared to heist up and carry a third pisce. "The sxperience of
traders, and sbaservation of the manneér of ths Indians, have proved
this to be the mogt convenient way of carrying, in t¢his country,”
noted Lisutenant Allen., "It il steordingly practiced by all; and every
thing to be transported over portages, is put up with a view #f this
methoed of the portage collar., ALl the portage roade, too, are selected
with the pasme view" (Journal of ldeutenant James Allen, in Phillip P.
Mason ed., Schnoicraft’s Expedition to Lake Ttagea, 1958, p. 1%2)}.

At the dawn of the Contast Period, canceists desiring f£o tranait from
cne waterway £o ancther had to rely on poorly marked native portage
patha, With the accelaration of the trade, there was a pressing demand
for iocating and improving eritical portage routes. While mest port-
ages were little more than trackwaye, a few key routes eventually
developed Lnue roads, with designated landings, campdites and poges
{rest stopei along the portages trail. Some, like the Rat Portage from
Lake of the Woods o the Winnipeg River, even had hewn log cauneways
over boggy aress. It wasn’t long before the most strategieally
important portages found their way onto contemporary maps [Vogel &
Staniey, 1931, p. 141,

Nefining a portage as "the longest distance between fwo points,” the
histourical gesgrapher Ralph E. Brown went on to note that "the portage
paths around falls or between tivers were ilikely o bacome quicers of
mud in rainy weather..." Indesd, the major impediments to portaging
were trail obstrustionsg and high water. Depending on climatic
variables, soms portage paths were impassable becsuse af stamding
water. Fallen trees and boulders abounded but swamps were the most
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patural obstruction: being often located in low, swampy areas, portage
paths tended to become more difficult and darmgerous to traversa over
time, Trails which were passable one year were somatimes cloged the
poxt. Most ware littles more than narrow trackways and tended to shift
their positiona over time. In winter, some portages remained open for
upe by sl&égznq partiea, but most. ware impassable {Raliph H. Brown,

s ] 3 r At d e o b SR LR Hew YOL’}(? 3948? P 176;.
Tha zxtexature oz &xploratiaﬁ &nd the fur trade ip Filled with random
cheervarions on the vicisaitudes of portaging, of "savlting® rapids
and traversing hilis and swamps, “dirty little portages™ filled with
fallen logs and boulders, mud, black fiies and mosguitoes. "The trane~
porcation of the goods at this grand portage, or great carrying-place,
was a work of ssven daya of severe and dangerous eéxertion,” wyroke the
elder Alexander Henry of hig experiences on the Gzand Portage of the
Pigeon River in 1773 (Alexander Henry, Trave nd A B8
p. 24j. Half 4 century later, Majior 3oaeph neiafieid survaying the
United States~Canada boundary waters, noted that whers the old trank
af the Grand Portage of ¢he Pigeon River wis not mud it was rock, *
and the old read ig a0 closed with a young growth of trees and bushes,
that it is difficult to carry anyihing the size of a cance pisce
without injury, if there hag been a dew or rain, and to carry the
cinod ie stil)l wore difficult” [Hobart McElroy and Thomas Riggs,
editore. The Unfortified Boundary, 1943, pp. 404-40S3%.

Portage trails survive in the sodern landgcape as cuyltural relicts,
i.0., formerly dominant but now obsolete forme. Mot surprisingly, the
greatest number of portage trailes in the state are found in the
Central Lakes sanid Border lLakes ragions, where the greatest concentrat-
jion of lakes is found. Intazconnected to form hundredz of mllees of
canoe routesn, they ware the highwaye of the fur trade. Apart from the
Btill active portage pathways in the Boundary Waters Cance Area and
Vovageurs National Park, unnumbered abandoned portage trails in
HMinnesota remain conspicusus gultursl landforms, deepite lumbering,
agriculture, road building and other forme of development (Vogel &
Stanley, 19%1, p. 14).

It should be noted thal portage tralla wers an important aspect of
the pre~European culbural landacape, although the zoute geography of
ancient North AZmerica as well asn the relative importance of long
digtance waterborne versus overland trade among varioua prehistoric
peaeples have baen aubijects ¢f some controveray. Traditionally,
historiane and antiquarisng have argued that edre or less well
eatablished trails made by animals exiated long before tha appearance
mf human beings, that ancient Native Rrerican Indians followed these
traile which ewvalved inte media of communicaticon through their use by
prehistoric peoples. This Lheory is difficult to diemies, if for no
better reason thasn because it is common knowlddge that many species
of wild animals of sufficlent size to create a visibie tyxaill acrose
the land ars alec capable swimmers (Ihid, p. 17:.

Wnile it has been asperted by aome writers that theszs native portage
trails were used gxalusively for birchbark canves, thie is not at all



certain. It is pot known when thi biroh-bark rance wag first devel-
ocped, but it ig fairly certain that it was an Algonguin invention
and that it was used by Anerican Indlans long before FTuropean oon-
tact. Becausa the biocloglical range of the paper birch gensrally
delimityg the range of the bhirchbark canos, 1i was also adopted by
varisua Siouan-speaking groups, including the Eastern bakota. Father
Hennepin ncted that the Dakota enijoyed an important military advan-
tage over thelr southern enemiss because their bark canoes enabled
them “to go from lake to lake and follow any river tao attack their
anemies, " whose dugosut log piroges could not be paddzed as fast or
rortaged as aasily (Barion B, Oroaes, Fat ~:s § 15 ; ¢
criptivn of Loulwisna, 1%38, p. $9). Porzagaa can be mnst readily
wlassified as low or high traile an the bagle of topographical char-
atteringtices. Low portage trails tended to be the shortest and most
direst routes batween two witer bodias and were Charatteristically
rarrow, undulating pathways acroas low lying, marshy or boggy ground,
The length of the low portage trall varjied jnversely with the
elavation of the water tablies a mile~iung partage passed during high
water could be threae-five or even ten miles long in & dry season. In
midwinter, iow portages sometimes became routes for travelers using
sladges or snowshoes. Under certain sonditionm, dome ¢f the amaller
low portages couid be bypassed altogether by having the oocupants of
the canve wade alongside thair oraft and literslily drag it over the
obestruction, a procen® known ag gawliing. As described in the Jeguit
Relatione: "In ascending these rapide it is often nocesgary to zlight
from the cance and walk in the river... The gance ie grasped by the
hand and dragged behind, two men uausally sufficing for this.” In
navigating smail streams, vovageurs somebimes dragged their canoss
over bsaver damg from one pond te the next (Jesuit Relations, wvol.
4%, pp. 251-263).

There is very little information with regard to the archeclogical
characteriatics of portages in general, and of iow portages in
particular: only the Savanna Portage has been studied in any detail.
{In Altkin County, Minn. between Big Sandy Lake and the #:t. Louis
River). Some low portage routes may have been artificially enlarged or
improved hto facilitabe portaging: fur traders astually excavated a
"canal” for dragging canosa along one degment »f fhe Savanna Portage
{Guy ®. Gipbon & S¢ukt Jacobsen, "The 0ld Savanna Portage,”
unpublighed manugcript, a.d.} Fer trade accounts ales Comenonly
distinguish between ragular portagas, where canoas ware unloaded and
carried overland, and decharges (discharges) or *half-portages,” whers
thiz canoe waa lightened and then paddled through the rapids and
akhallows while the zarge was packed over a pertage trall. The term
gemi-chargs was cuatomarily used to deacribe the packs taken osut of
the cance and portaged (Vogel & Stanley, 1991, p.253.

High portage brails wire the overland poutes over which both water
crafe and thelr cargoes ware tranuported. High portase tralls provided
detours around navigation obstrugtions, linked rivers and lakeas, and
wften spannad watershed divides connegting the heads of streams



flowing in opposite directions. Perhaps the moat common form was ths
riverside trail used to detour ardund rapide or falls. Nost portage
trailas were little more than uncut pathwavs through bthe woods, rough,
narrow and crocked., Over time, the most heavily travslaed portage
trailg became permanent trackways, rutted and sunken. Scse appear to
have bheen marked: Hennepin describes the Fox-Wisconsin portage as
marhked by American Indians and notssa that his party "passed the
night there in order to leave marks and crosses on the trunks of
tress” {(Orose, 1%38, p. 126). The Savanna Portage trall appears to
have bheegn marked by bilazes on trees, some of which were still visible
in the 1920s. References to the mal (maypele} vr "lob tree,” made by
cutting the topmost branches of 2 fall tree, ¢rop up occasicnally in
the literature of the fur trade as a portage landmark similar in
purpnse ta trall blazing. Some of the more heavily traveled porfages
developed intc roads, sometimes with log causeways where they crosa-
@3 streams of #wampy aArsadg, and stone dtepe where the grade was
particularly steep {Ibid., 1991, p. Z8).

Bortage terminals or cance landings represant the gites where portage
trails begin and end. An important consideration in locabing portage
landings was Che necessity of unleoading the canoes while they were
atiil afloat, the bark underaide of the {anct du Nord heing extremely
fragile and therefore never allowsd to rest on the hottom. The
phyaical characterisgtics of these sites vary considerably. Some appear
¢ have been highly developed rest and refitting stationg where
traveiers would have preparsd for the next stage in thelr Journey:
others wers hardly more than tracks over boge or sheer rock faces
tinid.). Pose {derived from the French word poger {7to deposit™),
sometimag rendered in Engliah as "pause” or "post,™ refers to cance or
pack rests established along portage trail routes, The term was also
the historis unit of messure for all portages: eariy travelers
reckoned the gtandard distancas between poses to be between one~third
anngd sne-hkalf mila, but noted that when the country was rough and the
partage grade considerable, the poses were located closer tagether,
while on short, lave) portage trallz the interval sometimes exceedsd a
mile {Iibid., p. 27}.

Portage tralils physically comprise a apecific type of vernacular or
cultural landscaps. Borrowing & concept familiar to historical
geographars, the authors are inclined to regard portages as gultural
landforms that have Deen ahaped by historical and natural procvesses.
in addition to buried artifacta and features, portage traile often
retain visual landsgape characteristics indicative of thelr hisgtoric
function. The findings of the archival research and field survey
suggest that that epatial relationships between individial portage
traiis, rtheir component featursa and associated water routes is often
eritical te evaluating thelr significance a8 higtoric landscapes
{ipid., p. 29},

The archeolwgical rscord of Hinnesota's portage sitee has not been
adequately assessed, bur the present writera are iLnglined to believe



that many portage sites are relatively undisturbed, although their
wotantlial for cuntmining buried deposits ig extremely Alfficult to
determine, Cursory site inspections have revealsd traces of portage
trails, but very little systematic aurvey or testing has been done,
except at a handful of sites. Likewise, kxnown laocaticone of other
historic pertage trails have not been aystematically survayed. Bacause
there are relatively few axtant hisboric gites which date from the fur
trade and ewploration era, portage sites from that period take on
added importance {Ibid, p. 30).

Dr. Guy E. Gibbon investigated the western end of the Savanna Portage
a short distance northeast of Big Sandy Lake, Ritkin County,
Minnesota. In 1882-83; a student used a metal detector to locate and
£lag locations near the site of a “trader‘s cabin.” Thig was an aid in
iloccating the agproximate end of the portage. Otheyr investigations
located & fur trade era "ganal" where canoes had been dragged aiong
through mud and shallow water. In move recent yesars, four poses on
this portage have been located largely throuwgh the vse of metal
detactore,. Smail cathes of trade goods have alan bheen found along the
portage (Guy ¥. Gikbon and Eugene Willms, “The Savanna Portage: An
Rrchasclogical Study, " an unpublished sanuacgipt, 1985; "“The 01d
Savanna Portage.” n.d., unpublished manuscript {by Guy E. Sibbon and
Zcott Jacobeon]. *Portage Survey and Excavation: An Example from
innesota,” 19%1, an unpublished manustript.

Please note that this information im an amplification of the section o1 the
same subject in the paper on portagas by Hobert €. ¥Yogel and David G.
Sranley, 13¢1,

Most medium portages had campe or habitation eites at either end. All
difficult or loeng portages had campe at their beginnings and snds.
Frequently, they would have camps at mid points or at logations where there
were crasks; permanent aprings or grassy areas.

Brery long or difficult portage had "poses”™ our resting places which were
from 600 to 800 yards spart, depending upon portage conditions., Podes ware
often located immediately after a portage had passed over a steep hill or
through a difficult wet plage. The poge, however, was more thas a resting
place for weary voyageurs. It also served as a temporary collectlon point
for the pieces being portaged. All packs of gopds, provisions, or other
items were brought together at a pose before being carcvied on to the next
poae farther along the portage. This procedure appears to have been
initially designed as security from Indian raides and as a safeguard %o
hindeyr pillaging by employeses, With the same poses being used by all who
pagsed acruas a portage, it was lugical to measure the length or difficulty
of a portage by the number of its pupes (Gates, 1965, o, 186},

At poses, voyageurs rested, smoked thejir clay pipes, no doubi gossiped. Few
i€ any poses have been locvated and excavated. Thus, they are iargely an



unknown quantity. Some poses, especlially those noar water mources such as
streams or #prings, were used for camps. Difficult teryain, poor weather
conditiones, unseaacned voyageurs, and cther factors guch &% iliness made
camping mandatory. These locations theoretically should have scattered
artifacts and evidenpes of camping, campfires for cooking, ste. Fresumably,
thers should be fragments of clay pipes, pipe stems, and stray persconal
ohiects such am knives, fire gteels, buttons, beads, flints, and similar
materials,
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Chaptar 1

Chaptar 1: A Brief History of tha Grand Portage

* : p— .. ?nﬂa ‘

A seriena of five interconnected great lakes lis along the zoutheyn rism of
the ancient worn rock of the Precassbrian Shield and drain into the Atlantic
Ocean through tha 3t. lLawrence Rivexr. The 1,300 mils eagt-west water route
of the Great Lakes lured Buropean traders and explorers intos the intaerior
of the continent at &n early date. Thelr attention sson fooused on the
north shore of Lake Superior and the rivers flowing inte it which ied to
the unexplored northwest. One promising route lay in Thunder Bay, a deep
natural harbor and up the Kaminietiguia River. Of lesser eignificance ax
the time was the Pigeon River about forty miles Lo the asocurhwsst along the
lake ghore. It wag a phorter and better routs to the northwest once a way
had been found arsund the falla and rapids upstream frem the mouth ¢f the
Pigeon River. The Rey o it was & long, rough portage conngoting & large
aheltersd bay on Lake Superior with the westward flowing Pigeon River, This
of course was the 1egen&azy trand PBortage (Eric Morse, Pur Trade Canoe

7 ga o, pp« £F=29, 1968 & Alan R, Woolworth, "The
Great Carryznq 92&€e," in Where in Mest by Carelyn Gilman, pp. L10-
115%.

The Grand ¥ortage was surpsgsed only by Budson Bay as a natural route into
the heart of northern Rorih America during nearly two gsnturises of the fur
trade. It was strateqgically situated between Lake Supericor and a chain of
connected watarways leading to the northern @reat Plaing, the Rocky Mount~
ainp, and the fur-rich Athabasca sountry. These gesgraphical advantages
led to the development ¢f a great inland fur trade depot at the head of
Grand Portage Bay. It becamd the headfguarters of the British North West
Company and its fur trade empire which spanned the cosntinent by the late
173G 8. Today, Grand Portage Hational Monumeni includes the partially
reconatructed North West Company depot, the eight and one-half mile portags
that bypassges cbstructions in the lower Pigeon River, and the site cof Forit
Charlotte at the portage’ s western end {Ibid., p. 1318},

Three key geographical featurss of the Grand Portage locality made it the
pest water route hetween the upper Great Lakes and the north and west.
These ware {1} a sheltered bay on ths north shore of Lake Suparior with
level land for trading facilities; {2} a relatively sasy portage arocund the
impagsable luweyr Pigeon River:; ang (3) the river itgeif, which was an
exvalient natural waterway lsading to the Northwest, {Ibid.),

A range of jagged hills behind Crang Portage Bay resemble gmall mountaing.
They are the moat promingst local topographie festure aside from the
massive presencs of Lake Superior. Thess hille are formed from great
uplifte of a veircanic stone called diabase. The valleyg between them ars
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formed from an oldeyr, softer stone failed RBove glate. The Rove slate was
hroken by volcanie activity and meltern lava flows that formed <dikes. Thua,
the kills are usually diabase and the valleyes ars underlain by siate. A
sTopoagraphic & Gavlogic Map of the Grand Portage Trall,” {Map 16; deplicte
the intimate relationship of wepography and gevlogy to the Grand Portage
{"The Topography and Geology of the Grand Portage,™ by George M. Schwarts,

Minneaota History, Vel. 3, 1928, pp. 26-30).

It is algo signifigant that the portage rises aimost 700 feet during its
glight and cne~half mile course from Lake Superior Lo the Pigecon River. Lake
Superior is approximately 800 feswt above sea level, the Pigeon River at the
upper or western end of the hrail is siightly less than 1300 feet above teas
leval (The Grand Portage and Cascades Quadrangies, 7.5 Minute SBeries, U.8,
Geological Survey, 1%3% & 1980.}%

Hegional Brvology and Natural Reasources

The natural setting of the Grand Portage regiocn is discumsed to provide a
nackgreound for a bketier understanding of the available natural vesources
and the marked limitations of the area in terms of food production. The
upper Great Lakes area of Laske Supericr, Lake Michigan and Lake Huron form
the Cansdian Biotic Provinge., Climatic conditions, sails, water, and veget-
ation ail played important roles in the subsistence activities at this
location.

Alexander Mackenzie, the noted trader and explorer of northern Rorth
Bmerica in the late 18th centary viewed the relatively poor food respurces
along the north ahoere of Lake Supericr and estimated that only 150 families
of Indisans iahabited the region. In his opinion, there were large supplies
of fish in the great lake which supplisd the most raliable food resources
{W. Réye Lanmb, =24., The Jourpnals and lLetters o ir e avider Ms

1973, pp. 95-96.3

The Crand Portage liee well within the Canadian bigtiv province with the
uneven topography of a heavily glaciated country of gravel hills and
ridges, swanps and rock oubcrops. The climate is ¢ool with sn average mean
temperature of about 44 degrees Fahrenhsit. The brief growing seasons range
from 8Q to 1440 frost«fres days. Homt loral solils are rather infertile and
low in organic mattey, Wintey gnowfall is heavy and the ground say be
covered with snow for 100 toe 140 dayes per year (Charies E. Cleland, "the
Prehistoaric Bnimal Ecology and EBEthrozoology of the Upper Qraat Lakes
Region,* Anthropeological Papers, Musze £ B 5514

Michigan, Bo. 38, 1966, p. 9;.

The region had heavy stande of trees surrounding inland lakes and streams.
Forests of this biotic province were greatly affscted by nearby large
masses of water. Usually, the predominate tyrees wers hardwoods, they were
aften intermixed with important sub-climay species. In some areas, a
deminant tree species wap the gugar maple, but yellow birch, red pine,
aspen, and white pine wore alay oomnon. Importanst reglonal sub-¢limaxes
centained black spruce, tamarack, cedar, fir, white pine, white birch and
ajder which flourish on wet gswampy ground {Ibid.).
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A variety of mammals lived in this ragion. Prominent among them ware white
tailed deer, beaver, mushkrat, snowshoe hare, and caribou. The caribou ware
herd animals who made trails between bodies of water and migrated on &
gaagonal baslis. Less commgn, but present in sowe nusbers, were o1k and
movee. Generalily, these larger animals were easy to hunt as thay zould be
peen and tracked. Koose for example, will often enter as area and linger
there for a few days. Deer are far more evasive. Many avian species
including the now extinct passenger pigeon, lLived in thig area. Waterfowl
warg abundani during the warmer months but difficslt to medure without
firearms except during the moulting season., Fish were ant a dependable
source of food in the large, deep lakes., It was & region of lake fiehery
rather than viver fishery, and fisghing in the main lakes could be called
inland shore fishery. The beat f£ishing was during the summer months though
gome fishing could be done during the winter. These factors did not ailow
for large food purplueses, and the bisntis provinece could gupport only small
groups of people who knew the local rescurces and who utilized them at the
proper seagons. {Inid, p. 10},

The lLocal Ciibwa Indians used a “diffuse subsistente economy™ to survive in
thig diffiecult ernwvironment. Thig simply means that they were wsll attuned
te the local fond rescurcses and lived on them geascnally when they were
avallable. In March or April they spent about a month in the sugarbush
caiiecting and boillng maple sap down inte sugar which sould be stored.
Then young men hunted large game snimals and trapped. Relatively large
gummer villages grew in choios iocations such as Thunder Bay, Pilgeon Bay,
and top & lesser extent at Grand Portage. Here, the Oiibwe gould net or
spear seasonally pleantiful £ish, Deer, suose, and caribou wers also hunted.
Wild fruits and other plant foods were usually plentiful in summer. Towards
falil, families would move L0 good wild ricing areas to gather, procsas, and
store this nutriticus food. Larges guantities of wild rice were saved for
winter asd spring consumption. Hush of it was often traded o fur tradexs.
Pucks ware plentiful as they ton, relished wild riess. Pish were usually
netted ang driad Or frozen for winter somgumption. Hunting and trapping
cooupiad the men during the winter months. Towards epring, agute bunger and
sometimes starvation were common if all food surpluses had bgen eaten and
there was little to eat until the maple sugar ssason came {Alan R, and
Naney L. Wosslworth, “Grand Portage National Monumenit, An Ristayigal
Geerview and Inventory Of Its CQultural Resources,” wol. 1, 1282, pp. 202~
203).

Prahistory

A scattezing of 0ld Coppar Culture artifacts and copper acrap have

neen found near the south eamborn end of the portage on the shore of

L.ake Superior. These materials appear to date from . S060 B.C. to U A.D.

A single lanceslate projectilis point, & large side notched point and
numerous stone end scrapersg point to a later cccupation of the area and

to big game hunting and hide proceaszing. These items may dave from ¢, 356
AD. fo 1500 A.D. A number of broken Micmac pipe bowls appear to date from
the historis era (Alan R. wWeolworth, *Azchevlogical Exsavations at Grand
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Portage National Konument in 1962," pp. 45-44 & Plate 14, 1558 and Alan R.
woolworth, “Archeclogical Bagavations at the Norih ®est Company’s Depot,
Grand Portage, MHinneaotsa in 1%70-1%71,% 1978, pp. 251-282 & Figure §23.

It is tempting to speculate that there are hundreds of prehistoric and
hiptoric Indian camps; ¥French trader’'s camps; and perhaps even rude French
trading establishments near the eastern portion of the Grand Portage Bay.
They would have peen left by Indian summer and fall viaits to the areas for
trading, intertribal negotistions, or unreacosded French or British trading
{Wooiworth, 1968, gp. 43-44 & Plate 14 & Woolworth, 1878, pp. 251-2352 &
Figure 52%.

The Sisuasn apeaking Santee Dakota Indiane lived around the southern and
western hordera of Lake Superisr until about 1720 and then gradually
withdrew to the south and weat under pressurs from the Algonguian speaking
Ciihwe who were expanding westward aleng the gouthern margine of this great
lake. Bands of Giibwe began £to wmove westward from the ocutlet of Lake
Superior at the Sault Ste. Marie during the 1670’'s. Initislly, the southern
Ojibwe moved along the southersn shore of the lake to fuod rich locations
such as Cheguamegon Hay. Another group of these people moved slowly along
the northearn shore of Lake Superisr., 8y about 1738, they were at fSrand
Portage Bay {Waolworth & Wooliworth, pp. 179-180, 1982; Harold Hickerson,
The Chippewa angd their N&xghbors. A Study in Bthnohistory, pp. 42-4%, 1370
& Carclyn Gilman, G -ang Story, 1982, p. 32,

The Grand Portage ares was aocupied by the Cree and Assiniboine tribes
prior to the advent of the Qlibwe. These people withdrsw north of Lake
Superior and westward to Rainy Lake. The Lakxe <of the Hoode area was
dominated by the Asainiboine, an offshoot of the Yanktonal Dakota. They
were tiveely allied with the Cree and gradually moved westward o the Red
Rivar Vallay {Harold Hiakerson, *land Tenure of the Rainy Lake Chippewa,"
Ant pery, Yol. 2, Mo, 4, 1967, pp. 44-46

&”2?36. Cenaae ofmlndian Trzb&a; Lscgggiﬁ Higtorical Collectiond, vol, 17:
246~247, 19086)

There is much informstion about the use of the Grand Portage by various
Ingdian Exribes, a practice that appears to date from the prahistoric aza.
Hany Indlians visited the locality to Lrade with sither native peoples or
with Freach or early British traderas. Usually, they came to Grand Portage
ag it took far leess time and cance travel than to Hudson Bay. Further, the
Brivigh goods from the Hudson's Bay Company were expeénsive. Austute tradera
themselvea, the Indians wished to profit by dealing with competing traders.
Heunce, many of tha norihweatern tribes brought pales of dressed furs by
canoe along the border lakes and styeams to the Plgeon Riwver. Than, they
carried them down the portage to Grand Portage Hay on Lake Superior and
began o dickey wifth traders,. When traders were not at hand, Indians
paddind thelir cances 10 the Sauli $te,. Karie, to Michilimackinac and evan
farther sastward (Parker, 1976, pp. 130 & 132,
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In July, 1767, J=nathan Carver met and talked to Cree and Apginiboine

Indianz st Grand Portage. He alsc commented on their need for traders who
wanld deal with them more fairly. There is8 much additional information in
John Tanner‘s narrative concerning Indian use of the Grand Portage in the
379072 while hunting, trapping and for seascnal travels {Parker, 1%75, pp.
130-3131 & 191; Harold Innia, The ?uz Trade za Canada, 19%6, pp. B9-30 and
Edwin James, ed., A crat.ive : : d Adventurss of John

Tanner. 1936, pp. xii, i? -27 & 50”53}.

There la little information o inform ug about Indian traders from the
Horthwest traveling to Grand Porvage after 1767. Perhaps those 0jihbwe who
brouwght zanees to Fort Charlotte from Rainy Lake went down the portage to
see the great depot and Lo trade. It is also highly probable that Oiibwe
from Thunder Bay to the eastward and even Lake Nipigon canced te Grand
Portage for trading. The gradual growth of the North West Company and its
cappetitors hrouvght trade goods diregtly tuw their Indian customera no
matter where they lived. Essentialiy, these traders scoured the gountry in
their relentiess guast for fures. The comments of John Tanner in the 1790w
demonstrate that his family traded at the North Wert (ompany depot. Ha
claimed that the North West Company traders used liguer to induce hig
mothey to store their furs in the Grand Portage depot and that the family
was never paid for them {Hickerson, 1967, pp. 44~47; Parker, 1976, pp. 130«
32 & James ed., 1956, p. 51},

Thus, the unique gewlogy and gecgraphy of the Srand Portage provided a
passage arcund the rough waters of the lower Pigeon River to cannecting
taken and streams leading to the northwest. This long portage led from
sheltered Srand Portage Bay upwards to the Pigeon River angd olimbed almostc
TG0 fesbt in ite courga. The losality lay in a relatively rough landucape
notabie for ite gravel and rock putocrodpe and long, harsh winters., Food
resources ware scanty and dgerved to support a smsll population of Indian
peoples who had axisted in the area for some two thousand years or more,

Despite these drawbacks, the Graad Portage served as a passage to the
northwast for long cesnturies leading into remote prehistoric times. The
adgvent of EBurupeans bt North America began a fur frade era in which beaver
ard other furs were exchangsd for Buropesan manufactured goods. French
traders ventuyed to the Grand Portage and were met by eager Indian
customers who had traveled hundreds of miles to obtain thegs goods.

In some meaqure, this trade continued at Grand Portage well into the
British era.
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Chapter 2
Uxaptey 2: Trade and Travel on the Qrand Portage, 1731-1824

The Prench Presence at Grand Portage 1731-1760

The esarliest written Commenty on the Grand Portage region originated with
tne French trader-explorers, missionary priests, and government officials
who coadgted along the northern shore of Lake Superior in the mid-
peventeanth cantury.

There i8 a possibility that Plerre Esprit. glieur de Radigmon, and hia
bBrother-in-law, HMeadapd Chouart, gieur des Groseilliers, were in the Grand
Porvage vicinity about 1660. Given heavy fines for illegal trading,
Radisson vlasited England and promotuad a firm that became the great Hudson’'sg
Bay Company. Father Claude Allouesz, a Jesull missionary, canoed along the
poereh phore of Lake Supesrior in 1687 and depicted the moukh of the Figeon
River on his 1670-71 map. A note on this map states that the Lake of the
Rsginiboined or Laké Winnipeg is 120 leagues to the norithweast of Thunder
Bay and the Pigeon River {(Gilman, 1982, p. 32%.

Baniel Grevaclon, sieur du Luth, and his brother erectad a small trading
post at the mouth »f the Kaministiguia Rivey in 1679 ang canoed along the
north ghorve of Lake Superior to the site of Juluth. They passed by Grand
Portage Bay and may have paused briefly, but ieft rno written record
(Kallogy, 1817, pp. 330-3313.

Kearily LQ years later, in 14688, Jacques de Hoyon ventured up the
Faministiqua River to Rainy Lake. There are n¢ records to indivate thabt
he visited the Grand Portage (Lawrence J. Burpee, Jouynalg and Letters
of pierre Gaultier De Varenngg, De La VYerendrye, 1927, pp. 6-7.%

French fur trade in the west resumed in 1718, Twe vears lztey Jacharie
Robutel de la Noue built a paest at the mouth of the Kaministiguia River
angd traded with the Assiniboine and Cree tribes who had been attracted

to British postz on Hudaon Bay by better fur prices, cheapar trade gnods
and hetter qualiity cloth. French traderas had the aele advantage of

cloper proximity to their cusbtomers. In 1722, a ¥rench official named
Paghot reported thit the bedt route £o the west was thought to be the
Pigeon or Nantokouagune River southwest of the Kaministigquia. This is

the earliest known written mention of the Grand Portage route {Lawrenos J.

Burpee, The_Sedrch for the Western Sea, 1808, p. 202 & Gilman, 1932, p.
5.,

The racorded fur trade over the Grasd Portage began wiikh the immortal
Pisrre Gaultier de Varennee da La Verendrye. His career in the northwest
comnenced as commandant at the Xaministigquia sutpost in 1728. Soon he was
at Lake Nipigon where he met a Cree Indian named Auchagah who was well
informed on regional gesgraphy. About 1729, he drew a map of the region for
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La Verendrye {Map 2) which connected Lake Superisy with the northwest via
Kiconl Ongaming or the Greaty (arrying Place (Gllman, 1992, p. 38,

On Auguat 26, 1731, La Verendrye, landed at Grand Portage Bay with his
sona; a nephew, aievr La Jemeraye; Father Meealiger, a Jesuit; the
indispeneabhle Cree guide Auchagah; about forty wvovageurs and 7 or & cances.
Encumbered by heavy packs and canoes, thay started over the lang portage
but the men mutinied and demanded that they turn back. Only a few of them
went on £o Rainy Lake with La Jemerayve. La Verendrye and the remainder
returned to the mouth of the Kaminisstigua River to winter. In June, 173%;
La Verendrye returned Lo Grand Portage and weni usver it to the Lake of the
woods to build Port S5t. Charles. Enyoute, thay “took great cage to lmprove
ail the portages and waterways”" and reduced them from forty-one o thirty-
two. These measures improved iravel, took lesg time, and reduced trans-
portation cogts  {Burpee, 1927, pp. 131, & 437-438).

La Verendrye then engaged Cree Indians to escort indian canves toe Grand
Portage each spring and fall for trading. & long bloody conflict began
between the Dakota and Ojibwe tribeas in 1738. It led traders to use tThe
safer northern route over the Grand Portage intc the northwest. About the
game tima, a small group of Oiibwe reached the Grand Portage locality. From
there they spread westward to Rainy Lake. The ysars 1740-174% were the peak
sf the French fur trade g@ra over the Grand Portage {Gilman, 18232, pp. 18-
4.1 La Verendgye and hig family continued to used the Grand Portage route
£t the Horthwest uwntil ¢, 1750, They were succeeded by Jacgues Legardeur,
sigur de St, Plerrs, who used the Grand Portage until 1733 {Gilman, 1592,
pp. 356, 3840 & Burpee, 1927, pp. 91, 436-38).

5t. Pisrre was susceeded by the Chevaller de La Corne. In 1784, tha ¥rench
and British hegan a war which spread to North America. L& Corne is said to
have cloged the posis of the Ses ©f the West {"La Mer de 1 'Cuest”) in 1735%
and to have returned to Canada for servicee as a militia officer.
Bougainville, another French official, listed seven trading posts in 1757
sc thay may have still been in operation, Yoyageur's engagements and
trading permits demonatrate that the French trade continued through 17359
(Béra&xd ., Pay@tta, ©id French Papers, 1966, pp. ID0-303 & W.S5. Wallace,
arg £x aehe 19564, p. 1.}

Dary relativa to the fure harvested during the French era are incomplete,
but will be mentioned to pive an idea of the number of packs taken over the
Grangd Portage. A total of 625 packs were gathered from the Sioux poshs and
La Her de 1'Ouest in 173%, In 1750 these poets produced 300 to 400 packs
(Innis, 1366, p. 100.3

French Trade Licenses for the Northwest (31738-17863

Year Person Biace Lanoes Men
1739 Ignasse Gamelin poste de L Ouest 3 is

1739 - # v " il 4 28
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1 7 40 2] -+ " L n 5 3 2
1743 Sisur Maugras " * » 2 12
1743 * " " " ” & &
1748 " " na¢ Bourbon 3 L
17435 " “ forts Maurepas &

8¢, Charles 3 18
1745 * * Forts La Reine

& Dauphin e 30
174% Sieur Moniere La la Plujg 2 iz
1teé J. Bunc ¥er de l'Quust 1 5
1748 M., Laroghe ' " b &
1746 Pierre Hoyer Lac ia Pluie 1 &
1746 Sieuy Maugras = il 4 20
1747 " n Fort Dauphin 2 13
1747 # b Mar de 1‘Ousal 2 py
1747 La YVerendrye » " " 4 i4
1748 " * Forta La Keine

& Haurepan 4 24
1748 ignace Gamelin Forts La Rgine

& Mauyepas 2 14
1148 G. Rupalais Lag la Pluie & 3 23

ia¢ du Bois
1749 ” = # = " 3 1.8
1749 Ignhace Gamelin Fores Maurepas A 12

& La Reine
174% Sieur Maugrasm Forts Dauphin & 4 23

Bourhon 4 24
1751 Sieur L Echelle " " * 8 48
1782 » # il " « 8 48
1153 3 17
1754 A &0
1758 o 33
17586 3 i8
1953 8 52
1768 c.1 27
1759 3 ig
1760 1 3

{innig, 19%6, pp., 94=-95, 97-89%9, 101 & Payette, 19566, pp. 297-30%3.

In the esarly period ¢f French trade, many iraders entered the northwest
without government licenses. Sporadic efforts were made to control the
unlicensed “"Coursurs de bois™, but hundreds of young men roamsd the woods
for adventurea angd trading with Indians. Doubtless, some of them entered
Grand Portage Hay znd uded the portage to enter the northwest. There are
unfartunataly, few written records concerning them or thelr activities
{Nute, Grace lLee, The Yovageur, 19253, pp. 74, 83-66; The Yoyageur's
Highway; & Innts, 1356, pp. 59-63 & &56-6%9).

British Traders at drand Fertage, 1761-31805

British arme and supplies triumphed over the French on the Plains of
Abraham in 17%9. Eanterprisging British and Scottigh merchants moved awiftly
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from New York into the moribund fury trade. Alexander Henry the Elder
vantured to Michilimackinac, the gateway to Lake Superior, in 1781 under
the tutelage of an axperienced French trader. Soen he went into partnership
with J.B, Cadotte, a tradeyr it the Sault Sta. Marie, and bhegan trading to
Grand Portage and into the Northwest. This combination of French
experience, British capital and trade goodm led to suctess. Traditionally,
the HBritish flag had foliowed its commerce; uuch wae the case now. Thompaocn
Maxwell enlisted in a c¢ompany of Rangers and went ¢o Hichilimackinac in
Sevober, 1761, In late May, 1762, his unit escorted Sritish traders and
thelir goode along the north shore of Lake Superior to Grand Portage
(Thompean Maxwell, “Narrative,” Wigconsin Bistorizal Gollestions, vol. 11,
1888, pp. 213-21%).

The Pontiag War didrupted trade and esaw the capture «f the British garrison
and plundering of tradera at Hichilimackinac by Ojibwe Indians. ARlexander
Henry survived through the aid of Prench and Indian frlenﬁs (Jamas Bain,
editor, I3 Wyl H > ieu Betwesn
the Years 1760 and 1775, 1991, Pp. 47-48.) 1In 1?65, Banry obtaza&ﬁ an
exclunive license for the Lake Superior trade and ssnt out four sances and
twalve men. Unhindered by competition, he gained a fortune in beaver pelts
{Innie, 319856, p. 1£8.}

8ritish fur traders gained parmiesion in 1767 to winter among the Indians
in the northwest. Fourteen ances paddied by an unknown number of wovageurs
went over the Grand Portage with trade goods valued at sliightly more than
5,008 British pounds and returned with 100 gances laden with beaver pelts
Jonathan Carver vieited Grand Portage in the summer of 1767 and saw the
arvival and departure ¢f traders over the portags. Carver also noted the
presence of Cree and Asainiboline Indians ajong with local Cjibwe. Even at
that date, 1t was an important fur trade rendezvous {Chariee E. lLart, “"Fur
Trade Returns, 1767,” Canadian Historical Review, vol. 3, pp. 381-358 &
Parker, 1376, pp. 130-3133;.

Large Montresl canoes were uzed to carry trade goods and supplies 4o Grand
Portage at an early date. By 1772, Lawrence Ermatinger suggeated that the
idie Xontreal voyageurs be used to transport goods over the Grand Portage
to ths Bigecon River. By 1773 these men were required Lo carry six pleces
acroes the portage and returning to carry bales of fure down the portage to
the lakeside depoct. Alart Hudson’s Bay Company employees watched the
British tradera flow inte the acrthweat and commented on thelr methods of
transportation Lo and over the Grand Portage. By 177%, 80 snorth canoss
laden with trade goods from the Grand Portage, were competing with the HBC
men in the northwest (Erwin W. Thompson, Grand Portage: The gat ¢ i
?iggg, 1865, p. 24; W.5. Wallace, ed., Documents Relati

cmpany, 1934, pp. 39, 41 & 44-4% & J.B. Tyrrell, ed., Journals of Heazn&

gﬁ Tuzrnor, 1934, pp. 121-1233.

On June 10, 177%, Alexandar Henry left the Sault at the east end ¢f Lake
Superior with provigions &nd trade goods valued at 3,800 pounds stsrling.
He took precautions by carrving large quantities of provisions for food
would be scarte in the northwest. The goods weze in twelve small canoces
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with three maen each and four larger cances manned by four men. He hired twe
exparianced men at Grand Portage and had 34 men in his hrigade. Thay
reached Grand Portage on Juns 28th and bagan ${he arducus labor of carrying
pances, provisions and trade goods Over the porvage, Thiz reguired seven
days of “seveare and dangeroud exertion." In the following yegr :1776) a
total of 70 neorth cances with cargoes valusd at 49,000 British pounds were
in the northwest {Bain, 1941, pp, 233-3& & Reuben . Thwaitse, ed. "Trade in
tha Upper Country,” Higconseip Bistorical Collections, ¥ol. 12, 1892, pp.
4)l~42y & W. 8., Wallare, ed. T;c nzeben, p. 54, 1954),

Large seale British trade £6 the northwest by the Srand Portage appears o
have pegun in 1775 when James McGill, Beniamin Frobisher and Maurice
Blondeau sent 12 canoces with 3 guldes and 7% men to the portage. Other
figures indicate that 41 canoced went to the Grand Portage in 1775 with 241
men, In 1775, traders to the rich Athabasea countyry obtained 12,000 beaver
peits, and large numbers of otter and marten furs. In 1778 conditions made
it essential for nine traders or sets OF partners to forsm a "North West
Company” with its assets divided into sixteen shares. The benafits of @
large well organized firw with skilled managers and an ample supply of
capital were obvivus to the canny Scottish fur traders. By 1776 Grand
Portage had supplanted Kichilimackinae as the advanced supply depot for the
nerthwest fur trade. John Askin at Mackinac shipped buliky cargoes such az
haryels of rum and bags of drisd corn by salling vessels gver Lake Superior
to Grand Portage. By 1781, a group of Montreal traders prepared a memorisl
to Frederic Haldimand in which they reguested large supplies of cora and
other provisions {or the growing north weet trade (Wayne E. Stevens, "Fur
Trade Licenses,”™ Minnesota Historical Society Archives; Ianis, 1956, pp.
193-%% & 197; R.E. Righ, Montresl angd tng Fur ?xggg, PP, Fi+72; "Trade In
The Lake Superior Country In 1778," ¥ % 3y v il ong, vol.
1%, pp.337-339) & £20-821 & Milo M. Q&a;fe, ed ’ The John Rekin Pavers,
wol. 1:90-%8, Debroif, 1928,

The Rorth wWest Company reorganized in 1784 under Benjamin and Joseph
Frobisher., By 1785 the firm would have an investmant of 50,000 pounda,
eriginal vest in furs at Grand Portage. Two sets of men were engaged with
ong nhalf employed in the transport of goods from Montreal to the tGrand
Portage and the other half used to carry the goods into the northwest. The
North West Company then had about $00 men emploved in this trade. In 178%
the firm ment 2§ cances and 4 battegus with 278 sen Lo Detroit and the
Grand Portage. By 1786 the numbers had insreased 4o 30 canpws and 340 men
{Thampaon, 196%, pp. 40-42 & Innise, 1836, pp. 214 & 283y,

Dynamic Benjamin Frobisher expended large sums of mopey ©. 1784-1787 to
build & jarge inland fur trade depet fronting on Grand Portage Bay.

About the same time Frobisher appesre to have enlarged an clder facility
at the upper snd of the porrage; it was known as Fort Charloste. This
stracture was for the storage of materials esgentlal for the northwest
trade, These items included provisions, equipment, supplise, and un-
doubtedliy 4 large number of Dirch bark north canpes. Efforts were made to
keep a year’sa supply of lyed corn and grease on hand at the upper end of
tha portage. The cances were made by logal Iadians ¢r purchased from Rainy
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hake Olibwe Indisng and kept until needed. Their normal use wap for only
one yveaar. during €his same perisd, the gmaller firma of Gregory, Moleod &
Co. and Todd, MeGil)l & Co. appear td have erected storvage facilities at the
upper end of the portage. The portage must have baen busier than usual
during theee years {Innis, 1%36, p. 2327 Lamb, 1970, p. 37 & Thompaun,
1969, pp. 46€-50).

Although neo records appesr to have survived, it is probable that the
dominant North West Company kept the Grand Portage in repair by using
foresd voyvageur laboy. This practiss required each voyageur to donate a

day of his labor to the company. There are some indicationa of corduory
loges being placed in muddy spots and of log bridges being laid gver
streamse. An inventory of goods ab Grand Portage dated June, 1787, lists: “6
hovees, a 3 year old colt, 5 tows, 1 bull, 2 oxen, 2 calves, & gsheep.*®
Alexander Mackengie provided a footnote to thip experiment by noting in the
iate 1790's that oxen were not of much use On the portags even in gsumner
monthe. Both horaes and oxen had been tried but with 1itsle success. Drafc
animals had been found useful only for light, bulky articlesa, or for
pulling sisdges during the winter months. In winters, they were used to
sovey provisions and some trade goods from the depot on up the portage to
¥ort Charlotte at the Pigeon River (Innig, 19%4, p. 23%n & Lamb, 1974, »n.
G975,

Benjamin Frobisher died in sid-April, 1787 and was succeaded by Simon
Mctavish who forped a partnership with the Frobisrher firm. This goncern was
recrganized inte & company that dominaved the North West Company during the
remainder of iis existence. Sregory & Meoleod almo joined this salarged firm
{Ianie, 1956, pp. 199-300%.

In 1788 Simon McTavish and Joseph Frobisher as agents for the North West
Company asked for a grant of land an acre in width from lLake Superior to
Lung Lake in order to build a wagon road, This would “obvlate the need of
using one hundred men at the portage.” Their request wag denied by ths
Provincial Administrative Council. Thus monopoly control over the Grand
Yortage was averted {Gorden , Davidson, The North Weast Company, 1918, po.
23 & 49).

In the 1780‘'s a British cartographer named Mitchel) drew a map depicting
the Lake of the Woods draining southeastward to Lake Superiosr through a
jarge river with an egtuary called "Long Lake." Diplesmats at the cless of
the American Revolution used this map for boundary negotiations. The “Long
Lake~ error survived to confuse boundary surveys between Great Britain and
the Univeqd #States in%o the 1820°s. Hontrsal traders knew that “Long Lake"
was really the deep mouth of the Pigeon River, but guibbled to keep their
neld on the Grand Portage (William E. Lass, Minn ta’y undary With
Ganada, 1988, pp. 14-17).

The North Wes: Company continued to grow and prosper well inte tha 17907s.
The volume of trade goods carried over the portage and taken into ihe
norshwest enlarged year after yedr as did the guantities of furg from the
Red River, the Saskatchewan, and the Athabapca Country. The remarkable
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geographical Riscoveries of Peter Pond dnd Alexander Mackenzie pointed the
way For this expansion. Mackenzie's epochal exploration avyoss countzy to
the Pacific Ocean in 1793 and hisg subsequent history of the fur trade
gained him lasting fame and a title., In 1792, a large group of northwest
sraders signed a memorial in which they emphasigsad their concern over the
iess of the Grand Portage (Lamb, ed,, 1978, pp. 1, 14-37 & 3%-37 &
Thompson, 19%56%, pp. 54-5% & “Mewmorial of Hontreal Msrchante Respecting

Trade,” Mighican Pionear and Historical Cellections, vol. 24, pp. 402-4D%,
189%; .

Thare are no complete accounts of the packs of furs chitained in the
nerchuest by the North West Company. Joseph Hadfield wrote that 700 paoks
of fars were ooligctad and taken through Grand Portage ©. 1785, Each pack
wag valuad at 40 pounds sterling and the total amounted te 28,000 pounds.
Couynt Andriazni may have vovaged to Grand Portags in 1791. Kis journal
states that 1,400 packe of fine furs (besver, otter, marxien and wild zat)
from the northweat came through the Grand Poartage in that year. These
peltriea had a value of 88,008 British pounds. These packs would have all
heen carried down the Grand Portags to the North Weat Company depot on Lake
Superlor {Hadfield, 1933, p. 109 & "La Rochefoucalt-liancourt’ s Travela in

Canada 1795, Thirteenth Report of the Burssuy of Archives for the Province
of Ontaric, %15, pp. 110 & 113,

Another view cf the growth of the Horth West Company’'s returnz of furs can
be galned by thalr wvaluation betwesan 1784 and 179% ¢Lamk, 1974, pp. 2% &
By

1784-1787 30,000 pounds sterling
1728 40,000 ® "
1789 53,000 * "
1790~1795 %000 =
17941798 98,000 “

173% 120,060 * "

Stiil ancother measure of the growth of trade through the Grand Portage can
ke found in the nusber of men at the apnual rendezvous in zarly July of
#ach vear: In January of 1778, an official memorandum stated that nearly
500 men were employed in the northwest trade {(Bavidson, 1918, p. 18).

In 1784, Joseph Froblsher reported that the North West Company emploved two
gets of men, who numbered about 500, Ons haif of them or 250 were used to
trangport trade goods from Montrsal to the Grand Portage. The other set
were hirsst to take the goods into the northweat. By the mid 17%07a 3590
LEnoe mén were engaged to transport these goode. {Innie, 1956, pp. 213-14:
Davidgon, 1818, p. 229 & Lamb, 1970, p. 97-88),

Despite ite growth and continued prosperity, the North West Company had
lived under a shadow pince the Treaty of Parie in 1783 which officially
ciloged the Amerigan Revolutlionary War. American negotiators had obtained &
peundary line running [rom the Atlantic Qcearn to the northwest point of the
Lake of the Woods. As the years went by it became more certain that the



iz

Amsricans would own the srucial Grand Portage. If British tradsrs were
gxoluded from this route, they would be forced to find another watsyway to
the northwest {Gilman, 1382, pp. 74-753.

By 1725, the older partners is the fiym realized that they must grant
eonCessions Lo younger partners, and also deal with gontinued competw
ition from other £irms. In 1797 & rival firm known ae the %Y Company
smerged. Alexandar Mackenzie later joined it, and fought for survival
againat Simon MeTavish., During the summer Of 1797 an Indian informant
told a Rerth Weast Company officer zbout a4 route ¢o the noerthwest along
the Kaministiguia River. This route had been used by Indians for
gensrations and also by early French Lraders before the Grand Portage was
developed into the major entrepot to the northwest. Then it fell ints
diguse and was unknown to Byitish tradera. This disgovery sslved the
problem of access to the northwest and led to the swift abandonment of
the Grand Portage by the Horth West Company. A deglision o move anrthe-
east uwp Lake Superior te undoubted British territory at the mouth of
the Kaminidbicquia Biver in présent day Thunder Bay waz made at the 179%
rendezvous at Grand Portage. Retailed accounts by former North West Com-
pany partners angd employees state that the great depot on Grand Portage
Bay wap abandoned becauss it wag in the United States. North West {omp-
any men believed that the young, aggressive country would cpllect cust-
omeg dubies on trade guode taken there (Martin VYan Buren, Boundary Het-
ween The Unlted States Ard Great Britain, Dosument Ro. 481, U.8. Serial
NG, . 331 & Thompson, 1863, p. 88).

Conastraction at tha new North West Company headquarters at the mouth of the
Kaministiguia River in Thunder Bay began in 1801 and continued Lo ¢. 1807,
Company persannel and gupplies were moved to Thunder Bay in 1801 and 1BC2.
By 1804 the Norih West Company facilities at Grand Poritage werae removed or
demslished, The legendary Grand Portage lapsed into cbhscurity and only
casual use, Britigh trade licensgesg for the northwest were isgued annually.
The entries below ahow the number ¢f licenses for sach year batween 1767
and 1787; but those frowm I788-1802 are not available. The extant number of
canoss, the number of men paddling thes and the value of the materials
being sarried to the Grand Porisge are listed in theae focuments (Innis,
1956, pp. 189-198 & 283):

Britieh Trade Liggnae 12671787

¥ear Lirgnaea Canvey Han Yaiue

1TEY 14 5117 pounda
1768 3 5 Ja 2158¢

1770 7 1l 3686

1172 & i3 8842

1773 3 8 53 17580 +

1774 5 21 154 4000

1778 8 41 241 3000

1777 7 31 218 + 131700
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1778 B 43
178 2 &8
ivas 4 i3
1783 14 33
1782 12 29
1783 1s
1785 3z 139 26128
1784 38 383 2000
1787 34 340 26700

With the close of the British fur trade at Grand Portage, the logality
lapsed into a period of quist and little recorded svents. A refewed
interest in the vegion came with the bhoundary surveys between Lthe youthful
United States and Britigh North Americs during the early 1820°s. These
gurveys brought talented acientifis men to ths srea who passed over the
Grand Poretage, measursd and mapped it and recorded theiy impraasziong of
this historic locatian. We owe much to their labors angd dedicatian,
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Chapter 3
Chapter 3: Trails, Portagss and Roads at Grand Portage

A series of sleven portages, trails, and roads are known toe be g¢losely
assoriated within the Grand Portage ilocale. Approximately one half of thess
features have prehjatoric origine and long predate the advent of the white
man. All of them existed for one basic purpose -~ to facilitate gravel
over a relatively rough country from one place o another. Thua, they were
tied to tha daily needs of the Indian peoples of the Grand Portage region.
Mont of thess tralle led from the willage to locations with seasonal food
regourcesg, They were of ¢ourse highly important to the subsistence cyols.
The Giibwe people placed great reliance on water borne frangportation and
land routes weye often only connecting links in their network of water
routes. More concise data concerning features of the Grand Portags Trail
itself are listed alphabetically in a portion ¢f this report at the end of
Chapter 7 entitled, "Place Names Asspoiasted with the Portage.” Map No. 19
lirts most of tha trails on the Grand Portags Reservation.

Beat known of course is the age old “Great (arrving Place™ wur Grand Portags
that bypassed the rough waters of the lowey Pigesn River and coanectaed a
favored landing spot on a sheltered bay with the Pigecn River above its
wirrst obstacles. Widely kanown as the premier tyravel route in the region, it
wag depirved on most maps of the area from the French era into modern
times. Thig portage would appear 0 be associated with the dsvelopment of
the light, portable birch bark cance. It is of course the basic theme of
thig study 2nd is dealt with repeatedly in other portions of this geport.

Partridga ¥Falls Portage was the first portage on the water route westwards
fraom the upper end ©f the Grand Portags; it provided a detour arvund
FPartridge Falls. In all probability, this portage was initially azsscciated
with the development of the Grand Portage and the use of the Pigson Hiver
watey route t¢ the northwest. Its course is shown on the Charles L. Emeérson
map of the local Indian reservation made in 1858 {(Map 9). It is also
depicted on the many General lLand Office surveys of the region bsiween 1853
and 1893,

The Sugar Bush Trail originated north of Mount Rose near the bay and led
weet to & well known maple sugar ¢amp on the shores of Speckled Trout Lake.
Its earliset known route ie aleo on the Charles L. Emerson map of 1858
whers it was merely indicated aw an "Indian Trail® leading from the Grand
Fortage village o an “Indian Sugar Camp.* Its course is alao shown on a
map drawn by Newton H. Winchell, ca. 1883, ¢Map 12) and here it is
designatsd ocnly ap a portage. Ancithey map of about the zame period shows
its route, but does nobt name it, This trail may well be linked with the
early occupation of the Indian village on €rand Portage Bay.

Another trail of considerable antiquity is the Mount Josephine Trall. It
began a short distance sast ©f the Grand Portage village and after crossing
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ovar Mount Josaphineg, turned to the ghoraline of Wans-wau~gon~ing Bay.

From there, it was possible to travel {o other bays along Lake Superior,
and to Pigeon Point. The earliest known drawing of its route is on the 1868
map of the North Shere of Lake Superior vy Rogers and Molitor. It is ales
shown on the W. 8. Bayley map of 1851 (Map 11i}; the Rewton H. Winchel)l map
of Pilgeon Point dating from 1893; and the U.5, General Land Office maps.

The Clark’s Bay Trail ran from the vicinity of Parkegrville on the Pigeon
River sputhward fo the ghores of thidg inlet in the Lake Superior coastiine.
It ig alse shown on a number of U.S, General Langd Offive maps and the W. §.
Bayley map of 1831 (Map 1i}.

Another route of considerable antiquity is the Little Portage that passed
from an indentation on the gouth ajide of Pigeon Point, over a yidge, and to
vigeon Bay on the north zide of the point. It appears to have been uged by
iocal Indiang during high winds.

Still another well xnown trail is the Hudson‘s Say or Fort William Trail
which may e prehistorie. It rune from the northeastern edge of Grand
Portage village, over Mounit Joesephine and north of Waus-wau-gon~-ing Ray to
the mouth of the Pigson River and Pigedssn Bay which containgd many food
resourtes. The remainder of its route Lo Fort William may relate tn the
Earl ©f Selkirk's activities inm 18316 to build z winter road from Fort
#illiam to Srand Portage. It is shown on the General Land Office maps and
on many modern mapa (Gilman, 1392, pp. 302, 150-13.

The Mission Trall dates from the 1840's and ran from Waus-wau-gon-ing Bay
to the Roman Catholic HMission of the Pigeon River. it may have been used
faor only a faw short years. It could, howsver, had sarved as a canvenient
zoute to the trading post &t Parkervillie on the Pigeon Riwer :n the 1880°g.
This trail is depisted on the W. 5. Bayley map of 1891 {Map 11} and tha
Winchell map of 1893 {Hap 12},

Tthe MNorth Shore Maill Route ar 01d Dog Tralil which sonnected Duluth with
Fort William may well be descended from an ald lakeshors traill. The mail
routé was gtarted about 1B56, and ie shawn on many maps such as hhae
Winchell map of 18%3., It developed inte Minnescta Highway Ho. 1 as an all
weather road by 192%. {It is now known as Highway No. §1).

The fllver Mountain Trall was beqgun about 1885 by patkers who usged Grand
Portage village ag a basge to transport supplies overland from Lake Superior
inland to newly discovered mines about 40 miles away in Ontario. This
route is shown on the General Land Offioe mape and the Winchell map of
18493,

A far more recent travel route is the Cascades Trall which branched off
from the Grand Portige a short distance sast of itvs upper end, and went
dirgotly te the scenic cascades on the Plgeon River. It was well known in
182878 and may date from the logging ers in the early 20th century. Later,
it was popular with fishermen and eightwseers.
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Pernaps it is significant to Bpeculate on the ages of thess varlous trails.
The lakeshors routa lssading from Grand Portage Bay to the Pigeon River and
Thunder Bay may well ba at lsast two thousand or mare years old. It is
probable that it was used by migrating bands of Indians far back in the
prehistoric era and it may well have originated long before the development
of the birchbark zanoce.

The more localized trails leading to specialized food production areas auch
a8 the Sugarbush trall, would appear to ba nower than the precesding
lakeshore trail. AL present, wé& can only speculate on the date of mapise
sugar production, but it was dependent on & nunmber of technological
innovatione such as pottery vessels and long experimentation in boillng
maple pap down into the sugar form., Wild rice as a food rescurce also
reguired & number of seguential technwlegival developments and perhaps a
Iong pericd of time to devise them.

$ome relatively short portages may have been used for small wonden dugout
cances, They could have alao been developed by prehistoric Indians who kept
thewe cances Ab both ends of a portage and who walked overland with their
belongings on &4 seasonal hasis.

Mapny of these travel routes are shown on & map of "The Grand Portage

Triangle” {(Map 16} thar accompanies the 1931 reprinting of The Story of tha
Grang Portage by Solon J. Huek., Host of these fedaturea are alas on the

accompany;ng {Map 1) frcm Aguar, Jytxng & whztewaa, Tourign And Recreat-

{&'Qamplate'l;at of theﬁkaown pZaoemnames alang the Graa& Portage Trail
can be found on pages $5-993.
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Chapter 4§
Chapter 4&: Ristoric Rowtes snd Alignments of the Poriags

While at Grand Portage during the summer of 1778, British Lisutenant Thomas
Bennett laid out & public roadway from the lakeshore canoe ianding site
east of Grand Portage Creek and progeedsd an unknown distance northward. He
may have copnected this road to a ford across the creek, It was probably
necespary te cut down trees, remove stumps, and bouldsrs, and to £i15 in
low spots with dirt or wond. It is also possible that this party buiit a
small wooden bridge over Grand Portage Creek. Traces of a ford and roadway
wan be atill seen on the east bank of the creek akout 120 faet north of the
aastern end of the stone bridge (built c. 1940) which spans this stream
{Nancy Il,. Woolworth, "Grarnd Portage in the RBevolutionary War,* Minnesota
History, 44(6):18%-208}.

¥Young John Macdonell alao mentionad this road in 17%3. Then the North Westc
Company "Horth men” oy “winterers” from each post lived in camps in an open
area eapt of the mouth of Grand Portage Creek. He commented: ... and
through thelr camp pagees sh& rcad of the partaga,“ {"The Diary of John
Macgonell,” in: {ares, 3 L Trat F . Lhe -t hwe 1985, p. 93:.

The "Public Road" was a local landmark in 1802 angd was mentioned in a
British legal case ag being a short distance east of the mouth of the Grand
Portage Creek and ngar the shore of Lake Superior. Daniel Sutherland, a
former North Weet Company partner, teetified in court on this subject in
these woyrds:

.-there iz a public rocad that passes in the open space between ifhe
two forts above mentioned to the Noyth side of the portage, and that a
Cart may pass in the said Road from the Beash to the liitle River,
whieh Read was made before the daponent want fo the Grand Portage, by
the former North west Company az the deponent bellieves {Weolworth &
Woolworth, 1982, pp. 164~169; Kute, 1940, pp. 137-139).

It the perind from ca. 1784 to 1787, dynamic Benilamin Frobishey, expended
great sums of money for the erection of a large fur trade depcst. This was
apparently the genesis or parhaps the oulmination of the Korth West Company
depot at Graad Portage inte itA complated form and with the dimensions
which the reconatyucted depdt hae today. During this same time pericd,
thers can be little doubt but that the dominant North West Company built or
enlarged its facilizies at the upper end of the Grand Portage intc what
became known as Fort Charlotte. During this same pericod, Gregoyy, Mcoleod
and Company; and Todd, McGill & Company appear t¢ have erectéed pulldings abt
the uppey end of the Grand Portage (Thampscn, 1969, p. 46~47).

Benjamin Frobisher died in mid-april of 1787 and wag guccaeded by Simon
McTavieh whoe formed a partnership with the Frobisher firm. This was
reayganized into the combination which dominated the North West Company for
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the remainder of ite existenca. Gregory & Moleod aleo joined this enlarged
Firm {Inniwk, 1356, pp. 199-200).

At about the same time, the North West Company applisd for a grant of Iand
along the Grand Portage and imported draft asnisals congisting of oxen and
horses to haul wagons over this rouke. An increased reliance wasg alsc
plaved upon the use of sailing vessels on Lake Superinr to transport bulky
cargoes of foodsiuffe and trade goode to Grand Portage. Although ne yrecords
appear o have survived, it is very probable that the dominant North West
Company kept the portage in repsir and expended forced wvayageur labor te
improve it. Thie praciice reguired each voyageur Lo donate one or two days
of labor to the company during their terms of employment. Usually thies work
was used for construction arpund a fur trade depoc. There are gome
indicationg of logs being plaged in maddy lovatione and bridges being
placed over streams {Innig, 1956, p. 231 & Winchell, p. 504, 1899).

Kajor Jogeph Delafield lad an American survey party to the Grand Portage in
July of 1822 for an official study of the boundary between the United
States and the British pouasesaions. The Major described the portaging
provess 50 wall that he is guoted here:

fawly 10, 1B22]

+ » - Brrive at Grand Portage at 7ip.m. A day of fatigue, laborw
ing and gonfused in foge & uncertalinities has made all glad %o
arrive & anxiou® te encamp, which we soon do on the old company’s
ground, barning & pullisg down Indian wigwams to holl our pots

{Rahart HcEZr&y and Thomas Rigga, eds, The Unfertified Bounddry
A ; »-arian Baundarv L;ne from 8t

fFuly 11, 18221

At sunrise the men have carried most of the baggage ons post

and T have notice that the Marguee & its furniture will be

wanted €for ths next load. Taking an esrly breakfast whilst the
wan are eating theirs, I set off with the last load, carcying

my own travelling bag, and stone hammer. The whole is carried two
poets, when the rain cobliges me to encamp. The torn and bread had
already been considerably exposed by carrying it that far thro’
the wet bushes. These two first posts are very bhad. There is a
rongiderable ascent, and where it is not roek, it is mud: and
the oid road is svo cloeed wiih a younyg growth of trees and bushen,
that it is difficult to ¢azry anything the size of a3 canoe piece
without indury, Lf there has been dew or rain, and to carry the
pance Lo atill more diffloult (Ikid., pp. 404-405).

My establishment reguires three fripe for baggage and ong for the
cance. The mode of carrying ia by a portage gollar, so called,
which 18 a long leather strap with & hrozd hand in the center to
piace on the forehead. The load iw tied by the ends of it, the band
placed on the farehsad, & by stooping the man throws the ong piece
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tied into the holliow of his back, hig hands then being &t liberty, he
throws annther plece on top of ic which fille up the load £o the back
of his head, bending forward, he takes it over his post on a slow
trot, a very fast walk with bended knees. The tws piledes are carried
with more sase than one, on account of the direction of the weight
upon the body, and two sacke of gorn {(which {8 three bushels), or a
keo of pork (98 1bs.} & a aack or two kegs, is the common ioad. A man
will, when he pleasez however, Garrcy threg piscee, but i{ is not
required of them. The Canadians surpass all othars upon the portage.
Hy American of the party was very awkward at first, but soon carried
light loade with ease, and it soon proved that in ce other panner, s
great a weight could be carried on the portage as by the collar
(1bid., p. 405},

{July 12, 18Z2:., Continue to labor 4n the Grand Portage; the road
very bad, from the rain of yesterday. Keep most of the time by the
men. At night arrive with all the luggage at the gecond river than
crogses the road & ensamp, the tance being advanced several popta
Fayond. Az this place ig a little clearing now covered with high
grans. It hag every appearance of having been the common stopping
place of the traders who formerly used the route. . . . Coneider
the distance comé thia day to be about ene third of the portage
(Ibid}.

[July 13, 1822}

Spend the day in hard work crossing the portage. I advance before
the men to the third river & encourage them to get that far with
the baggage; but they stop for the night at & little mud hole
walled & spring, that filled cur kettles once only & was only
sufficient for the night. The cance is sent to the river. The road
from river to river has proved very much better than the firat part,
It is level and without rocks. The evening hae every appearance of
baing most delightful out of the woods, but, ham’'d in by busghes &
treas and annoyed by musdguitoes, there isg ng enioyment of it here
{Ibid., pp. 40%~406).

[July Y4, 18221%.

Encamp at the Figeon River in the afterncson & the men have all
things up by four o’cloeck, thus having passed the Gragnd Portage
in three full day’'s work, and one broken day, it being rainy
{Ibid),

« At this end of the Grand Portage, as at Lthe other, there
in scarcely a trace remaining of ite former condition except the
cileared ground. A few stumpe of burnt pickets assiet in tracing
whe extent ¢f the former enciosures, and that ie all. . . . Fir
traes and white pirch are the only trees of the adiacent country.

The landing place or dock of the sld North Weat Co. ig shill
entire and affords some adromodation (Ibid.}.
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Although the route war bad because of rain on the previocus day, the party
continued over the partage. Aftar crossling Grand Portage Lreek, they were
able to carry all of their luggage to the second stream which ran across
the portage. Here, they casmped. The canoe wap several poses ahead. & little
ciearing covered with tall grass existed at the "second river” where they
apent the night. Delafield belisved it to be an »ld stoppiang place or pose
from the fur trade ers. Here, s gingle Indian enroute to Forit william,
pagsad them, Calculations were made that they had vome about one-third of
the portage thia day {Ibid.,. pp. 405-083.

On Sunday, July 13th, the Major went ahead of the mén Lo "the third river”
and gnoouraged them to get that far with the baggage, but they halted to
gpend the night at ~. . . a little mud hele calied a spring.” The nance had
begn carried on to the Pigeon River. The portayge between the second and
third rivere had been much betier than the first segment for it was levsl
angd without rockz. At this lset camp, the party was hemmed in by bushse and
tormented by mosguites (Ibndd.).

On the following day, July 14th, they wepre at lasi over the portage and
camped at the Pilgeorn River with all of thelr baggage by 4:00 P.M. Thus,
they had passed over the Grand Purtage Dy three full day’s work and one
broken day of rain {Ibid., pp. 404-406),

pelafield’s progrese can e studied in detail with the aid of a map of the
Grand Portage which wag prepared in 1822 by Seorge W. ¥histler in the
coursg of the official boundary survey (Map &3.

The next reagonably detaliled account of traversing the portage was written
by Dr. John Bigsby, a British phvaician who accompanied the British
poundary survey party in 1832.

We left Lake Supericor on the 2%th of June, {1822) and walked over
woody hilla and waded €hrough awampy bottoms ¢ the west end of the
portage {eight miles angd one-sixthi, greatly annoyed by mosquitoss,
and the closenese of the air, the path, such as it was, being
ovargrown by briers and coppice. The trees were sometimes large,
ardi the fruite were in bhlossom {Bigsby, 1858, ¥Vol., 2, p. 241).

Almost a generation elapsed befuare the next recorded crossing of the
purtage. David Dale Owen, an Rnglo-American geologist, led a survey party
to the norith shore of Lake Superior in 1849. They made a detailsd study of
the Pilgeon River Bay and then moved along the lake shore into Grand Portage
Bay. Notew were made concerning the ancient beach levels of Lake Superior
at Grand Portage. One besch wag about a hundred yaprds inland from the lake;
the other about three hundred more yarde inland. The party camped at the
"comrencenant of the Grand Portage Trail® and later asscended it to Fort
Charlotte but left few obssayvations other than brief comments on ftree
spacies in the locality. Thers was a heavy growth of large poplars and
white birch in the siate valleys {David Dale Owen, Heport of a Geclogical
Survey of Wiscopnsin, Iowa, and Mianeasota, 18%2, pp. 396, 4088, & 408;.
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Although this route continusd to be used somewhat, thers ars no furbher
records of ite use until 1858 when the British saplorer, 5. J. Dawaon, usaed
it. He cryptically commented that iv wasg “pasgsable,” but provided no
further details (Dawson, 1i8S5%, pp. 3, 7, 8.

A considerable amount of data soncerning the Grand Portage was resorded by
mambers ©f the expedition which expliored a water route from Lake Superior
t0 the Red River in May-June of 1888, J. A. Bickinson, a civil engineer,
was favorably impressad by the route and obtained information concerning it
from an "old voyageur®iJ.A. Dickinson, "Additional Remarks on the Pigeon
Rivar Route,® in Bind, Henxy Y., Pa tative to the &

. Batween Jake Superior i '

ik, 1859, pp. 201~

These are some of the reasons for my preferring the route by the
takes to the Kaninistliguia and Riviere La Seine route; the others
being that it is shorter by several miles, that the portages on it
are hetter, and lastly that it passes through a countyy bearing
superior timbey {Ibid.)

+ « .« This for a long period of vears wae the route travellsd by the
old vovageurs, and wag only given up, I understand, on aceount of the
iength of the Grand Portage, which was suppossd to have had a bad
effect on the spirits of the men, ovcuring as it did at ths commen-
cemant of thely journey. I may remark, in confirmation of my opinion,
that our guide, who was with up o¢n both routes, and who had some 40
‘ourneys batween Lake Superisr and Red River, said he much preferred
the Pigeon River route to any other, and how could there be a person
batter gqualified for being a judge thap he?® {(Ibid., pp. 201~02).

Grand Portage Bay, where formerly was the chigf depot of the Horth
vaat Company, affords a sufficlently safe harbour or small vesselas,
being very shallow, however for some distange out the shore.®

At the head of the bay commences the Grand Portage, which im eight
miles thiyteen chaing in length; without any difficulty and with very
little expense it might be made suitable for waggonsa, but at pressnt
it is only & rough fool path. Am Jt and Grand Portage Bay are aito-
gether within the United States territory, it is perhape needless to
propose any improvemants that might be made in them, This portage is
unavoidaplie, as the Plgeon River, for gixteen miles from itg mouth, ig
guite unnavigable, from the nuperocas falla and rapide in it [J.A.
Pickinmon 18392, "My. Dickinson’s Report On The Plgeocn River Route.®

In Hing, 1858, pp. 4-5).

Henry Youle Hind, leader of the expedition, did not fully share Rickinsen’'s
enthugiaem fOr the Grand Portage, but perhaps this is understandable in
vigw of hig experience. His party started out to crops the Grand Portage on
May 85th, and reguired flve days to move their eguipment acress lt. In
Hind's words:
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When we started from the east end of the Grand Pertage the baggage of
the expedition weighed coneiderably wver €,088 pounds, and the labor
of carrying it, in addition to the canoes, oysr the portage, was
necaszarily great, and oocapioned mevere gores on the shoulders of
aome of the men (HMind, 1860, pp. 14~186 & 201).

EI R N I I R R I R L L I I L L A O B L B EEE S

The Grand Portage, made to overcomeé the falls of the Figeon River, 120
feet high, has been often ¢lted as the chiaf Gbstruction to the Pigeon
River route. Its length is & milew, 1% chaine. The road is dry, and in
comparigon with some of the portages on the Kaminjetiguia route, in
good condition. It is pasgable fur an ox tzam, in charge of the Amer-
ican trading post in forwarding their supplies tibid.}.

¥ endeavared to procure theé Ox cart and team to transfer the heavy
agoage from the ewast to the wast end of the portage, but altheough the
cart wag available the team wag nobt, one ox having died during the
winter, and the other was in such misarable condition that he could
scarcely draw the cart itself (Ihid.;.

The passage of the Grand Portsge conseguently secupied five daye
inatead of two, and in making 3 comparison between the two fanve
routes Lo Lake Winnipeg these facte must be borne in mind . . . .
(Ibid.j.,

Britiash engineers made another study of water routes and portages between
taks Superior and the Red River isn 1870. Comments ware made that the Pigeon
River Route was 43 miles shorter than the Haministiguia Route and wazx gaid
e B¢ easier, but it was in American tervitory. Thie iaformation is guoted:

PIGECK RIVER POUTE.

The portageg on this route are chiefly on the Amesrican side of

the frontier line. Grand Portage Bay affords a sufficiently safe hazr
pour for small vessels, being very shallow, however, for some dist-
ance oyt from the shore.

At the head 2f the bay commences the &rand Portage, which is & miles
13 ghaina in length; without any difficulty and very little expense it
might be made suitable for waggons, bub at present it is only a rough
foot-path. A8 it and Grand Portage Bay are aliogether within the
United Statas territory, it is perhaps needless to propose any ilopro-
mentd that might be made in them., . . . An ox team is employved by the
americans in forwarding aupplias (Calanei Cxeftnn and Cagtazn {now
Gensral Lefroy, Bt g
River, and On The Sett
Qffice, pp. 3=4, 1870C:.

'.'f' Lnndon. ?t;nﬁed at ﬁhe war

Minneacta‘g veteran State Geologist, Newbon H. ¥Winchell, studied and
travereed the Grand Portage during the course ©f a geclogical survey of
the region in 1893, Fortunstely, he was interested in ihe portage and left
a record of his observationa. In 1893, he noted: “In its present degengr~
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ated state, this is #till a good road, except where the bridges over the
srreans have not been renewed. . . many Americsn and Canadian parties
passed over it until the conetruction of the Canadian Pacific Railway
{about 1885%. It will soon be a mere Indian trail, obstructed by brush and
falien trees® [Winchell, 1899, pp, BL4~50%8%.

Kore specifically, be noted that the portage azcended a2 grads as it iaft
the Grangd Portage village and that it foliocwed Srand Portage Creek for
about 4 mwile ard a half before leaving the valley of this stream. High
hillw rose on sither side of the portage to the north of the viliage and
aiong the gourse af the streanm, Thereafter, the route curved to the
northwest., At a distanzge of 3 milas, the portage ¢rossed Poplar River.
Herwe, the siream valley had cui about 50 feet inte non-terraced depositsz.
At this point, the passage way was 458 feet above Lake Superior. The ascent
to a point about one-half mile south of the mtream crousing was gradual
over a deposit of smooth glaclial nili. Next, there was a level tract of
apout one-half mile of red glacial clay which had once besn heavily
timered {Ibid, p. 50853,

After pasging a natoeh in the range 6f hille, the portage degcended about 74
£2et tu Lhe Poplar River and continued over A mile-wide glacial plain which
ross bowasrds the northwest. The portage followed this plaln and soon rose
west of the Poplar River erosming ito the highest paint ©a the rsute, a
height of 743 feet above the lake, or 1,345 above saa level. This was at a
location about 5 miles northwest of the Grand Portage village. This ig a
tiay covered plain which rises nearly as high ag the hills further south,
but it is enclosed by nearby hills which rise 200 or 300 feet higher than
the plain. At & mile and a quarter scutheast «f the Piggon Rivar, the
poertage passsd over a low biuff of gray trap rock {Ihid.).

Ceail W. Shirk, fisld secretary for the Minnesota Historical Sogiety, game
t¢: the sleepy village of Grand Portage on July 310, 1%22 at the dirsction of
Spion J. Buck, Superintendent of the Huciety, with the iLsntent of eéxploring
the Grand Portage and Fort Charlotig. He recerdsad many observations which
are now gummarized (Cecil W. Shirk, "Report on Bxpedition To Grasd Portage,
July 10, 1922, Minpnescta Higtorical Society Archives}.

The start of the portage was esgy to find as aboud 2 milez of it had bheen
wlepared in anticipation of a posaible highway. The route was & wagon road,
being uged perhaps a dozen Limes a year. There wan much evidencs £o ghow
that the portage had been in ¢ontinuous use for many vears. This wasg
evidenced in part by the fact that there were no tree stumps in the path,
Except in the places whare horses had traveled through muddy spots, the
path was wall beaten angd firm {Thid.:.

Three or four settlers had hacked out small clearings in the brush along
the route. The firet clearing, about two miles from Grand Fortage, was that
of €. ¢. Walker. Two miles farther, they crossed Highway No. 1 which went
to Fort William, Ontaric. A second ¢learing wag about one-half mile inlang
from this highway. It may have belonged to a person named A. E. Bawyer.
Three miles further in from the highway wse the homeastead Clesving of A, O,
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H¥eGrath., In each inetance, from ons to three acres had been cleared and a
cabin or shack erected (Ibid).

For the first two miles of its course, the portaga rose gently, passing
through a growth of young bireh and poplar trees which ranged from three to
might inches in diameter. No really old trees were vigible in this area,
and Paul Le Garde, the loval guide, mentioned the forest firea near the
gettlement in past years, Also, there was a distinst posaibillity that ths
region had been logged off many years before. At about two miles inland,
the pine traes appeared and ar & point about five miles along the portage,
they predominated. About half way along the portage, a huge pine wag found
along it. ¥rom then un to the Pigesn River, mora and more mature Lress wers
seen, some of them perhapsg a hundred years old. There were fouyr places
along the trail where detourg had recantly been made to avoid large trees
which had fallen acroas the portage. Shirk wondered if the original course
of tha trail had shifted bacause of tree falls or other causes (Ibid.}.

At this date the route was used by thres or four homestéaders on the Grand
Portage ITmdian Resarvation, by Indians who were travelling to the Pigeon
River, and by a few hunters or trappers in the winter. Two canoes were
found nesr the end of the portage indicating that several lowal Indians
Btill used a spot above the rapids in the vriver for launching them
tIbid, ).

Fortunately, the Hinneeotsz Geclogical Survey mude a detallied map of the
Grand Portage lorality during the summer of 1327, George M. Schwartz, &
geologist on the projsct preparad a brief paper on the hopography and
geolagy of the portage. He commentaed:

Advantage was taken of this opportunity to study the logation of the
portage relative to the geciogic and topoegraphic festures of the
regind. A3 a result of this work the accompanying topographic and
geolagic map was prepared, which brings out various pointsg more
clgarly than can woyds aicne,”

About one mile up the portage from the bay is a gap whers an old
valley cuta acrosa two large dikes. The map zhows the close relation
of the dikes and ridgss., The stresm which now flows through this gap
ig very small. About a mile farther on, the trail passes arnund the
nose of a high dike ridoe and over & siight crest, then 4dips asrossg a
valliay. Thip is practically the only place on the trail where
elevation once gained ia logt, but it was impossible to avoid this
valley and a laes of elgvation of z hundred feet. Bayond the stream
the trail followa the gentle rise ton the weat for three miles (George
H. Schwarta, 1928, Hinnesota History 9:28-30).

Aboat midway between Lake Superior and the Pigaon River the trall
pasges through a narrow gap. It is noteworthy that this is the only
break in a ridge which extends far on sach side of the trail. One must
admive the manner in which advantage was Laken of swvery favorable
place in the Lopography. Beyvond the gdp the frall turns sesyxly due
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wept and for the most part follows the dip siops of diabase fille,
thus securing a comparatively level route and avaiding the sxtensive
swanps of this wasterly area. The broad curve of the frail to the
noreh about twe miles from the river was made to avoid a large swamp.
By foliowing the sill a4 gradusl dssgent to the rivey was obiained
{ibid., pp. 29+30).

Tha Grand Portage wae largely unused during World wWar II EFrom 1941-19453
with the young men from the reservation in military service. Insvitably,
the portage becamsg overgrown with brush and young trees. In Auguat, 1844
wwenty~six Boy Scouts of North Star Councli 286 and their lezders worked
with the Indian Foresi Service to clear three and one-half miles of the
portage. This work continued in 1947 with thizty RAmerican and Canadian
geouts and was acheduled for completion in 1948. The project was financed
by Duluth business men and a movie made of the undertaking., Minnesots
Historival Society, Hews For Memberg, November, 1946 p. 2 and 1347, p. 35.

It appears projable that the present day allgmment of the portage is guite
close %o that of the 17907a. The maps dating from the detailed surveys in
the 1820°'®9 were made by highly competeni men who had lifetimsa of pragtical
expariance. David Thompscn especlially, was greatly skilled at thie type of
work and painstaking in his methoda. A viagual inspection ¢f these maps
phows a ¢lose resemblance to each other, particularly with the course of
the portage. The moat accurate reaeenably modern map of the portage was
made <. 1927 by skillad geciogists and purveyors on the staff of the
Minnesota Geological Survey (Map 16). This map shows the various geclogical
features of the locality and the Tourse of the portage in relatiss to them.
in my opinion, it can be used as a siandard of comparison for both older
and modern maps of the portage.

Another argument in faver of the present day alignment of the portage can
be taken from the detailed survey of the portage in 1837 by the Hinnsgota
Gealogical Survey, and the commenis of George M, Schwartz. He wroteé: “Gae
must admire the manner in which advantage was taken of every favorable
place ia the topography.® Here, he referred to the #kill with which the
surtage relatsd to the topography and that its users had carefully placed
it &0 utilize the natural features guch as the ends of sipne outirops
éSchwartz, 1928, p. 28:.

Repeated, dirscted field survays with specific goals are recommended for
the Grand Portage hefore any archeological investigablions are nade on it.
An eobvious proiect is to have the route ¢f the present day portage comparsd
with that in 1927 as depicted on Lhe Schwartz map. Notes and photographe
abould be made ag permanent records of this inspection. A search should be
made for the many geolugical landmarks depicted on this map and their
raltionship te the portage investigated.

A detailed light table comparison should ba made of ildentical srale maps of
the portage dating from the 1822-23 surveys and the Schwartz map. Coples of
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the survey nores of David Thowpeon should also be takern lnto the field with
gteal tape measures and a large surveysy's compass mounted on a4 triped and
used to duplicate the Thompeon survey. Care should be taken to compensate
for probabips differences in magnetis declinations extant in the area in
1822 and the present day. Laatly, this comparative work would be of a

batter gquality if made by an experienced gurveyor skilled in plane table
gurveying.
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Chaptar 5
Chapiery 5: Temporal & Ssasonal Changes in Poytage Rautes or Alilgomsots

Several records of passing over the Grand Vortage mention the need to walk
around large fallen trees, Over & pericd of years, such obstaclies could
sause shifte in the portage locations. Anothar major obstacle would be
caused Ly heavy rains or the sudden nelting of winter snows. In the summer
of 1978, the north shore of Lake Superior had fwe unprecedented 7 inch
raine., This caused severe flooding is crand Portage Craek and along the
partage.

Another series of problems could ariss from heaver dame at stream crosalngs
along the portage. Besver felling of large trees could also opeste logal
ficoding <ar ohstacles across tha portage. Wa must recogize &f courge that
this problem wourid not have lasted long in the 18th century. Many travelers
complained about the wet mud and ¢lay on some sections of the portage. Mo
doubt thay went off the route and sought dryer fosting when feagible. In
some instances, brush may have been cut and laid down to lmprove the
footing. Some poriages alse had corduroy roads made of logs laid on the
ground in boggy sveas. George M. Schwartz noted that the portage was laid
out to gvolid a pwamp. It ie probable that this route shifrted on a sgagonal
pasis depending on moipture conditiong {Schwartz, 1%%8, pp. 25-30:.

The Grand Portage had at least five stream crossings with one or two of
tham being moderately iarge. 1t is highly probable that these locations had
gimple log bridges lald across them, and that they wers kept in repair by
forced labor from the North West Company Monireal men.

generally, rains are heavier in the spring time for the Grand Portage
region. This would alsc be a critical tisse for the melting of heavy snow
packs along the portage and associated flgoding., There ig little mention of
portage use in winters aside from some late 18th century trassport of
supplies by sleighe. Heavy snowa and atorms could have created drifre and
okatacles on the portage.

In July, 1927, Cacil W. Shirk, field secretary of the Minnsscta Historical
Soclety, went over the portage and made excellent netes on the vwegetatlon
as well ag four large fallen trees. Detours had formed around them. Shirk
commentad that such detours sould become permanent, bui also speculsted
that there wap gbout an equal chance that they would be eliminated in time.
Here, hi may have thought that users of the portage would attesmpt to
shoriten the route by futting across & short detouy when a fallen tree had
been burned by 2 forest fire or had votted away. Fallen trees are rarely
menticned in writien records from 1731 to 1%22. La Verendrye improved
portages systematically to reduce travel time and costs., Thig smaintenance
continued until the North wast Company abandoned the Srand Porvage o. 1802,
In 1804 the runte was deliberataly bilovked with fallen trses to eliminate
competitive uge of it. These trees may have remained untiil they rotted or
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were destroyed by forest fives. Scanty use of the portage into the 20th
century gave plenty of time for trees t¢ mature along the portage, to dis,
and to fall acroge it. Fallen trees would have burred in the forsst fives

north of Grand Portage village in unknown forast firea and thoze of 1873,
1g78, and 1808 (Shirk M8.3.
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Chapter &
Chaptar €: Trade Goods, Provixions and Supplisz Carried over the Portage

European manufactured goods had an engymous impact on the American Indians
wha had lived for eountless generationg on the land by hunting, fishing,
gatharing wild plant foods and gazdening. Thelr tools and weapons were made
from wood, bone and stone. They did not have sccese Lo large amounts of
plant or animal fibers and weaving techniques. European manufactured
producte of metal or fabric were initially miraculous to them, and greatly
deaiyed. Often toc, thay thought the Burcpeans fools for trading these
valuable materials for commonplace worthless fura.

% study of Indiane as ¢onsumers of manufactured tyade goodg in the
aighteenth century reveals that Indians wanted fair prices, good guslity
merchandise, ltems thal were siylistically pleasirng, lightweight and
durablie for use under harsh conditions. Whers possible, Traderw tried %o
ohtain goods aiready familiay to their suatomers in Lype, style or pattern.
Problems srose with metal items because thay could not be repaired by the
Indianeg or replacded as they lived long digtances from the trading posts.
English sioth had long been noted for ite guality, and sold well to
indians, but mome of iy failed ¢ matisfy them {Arihur J. Ray, "Indians az

Congumars in tha Eightaanth Qentury,” in 0Old Traiis and New Diractionag:
Papere of the Third North American Fuy Trade Confe . 19803,

Harnld A. Innis aiso made many observations on the types of European goods
imported to North America for trade with the Amerizan Indians:

HFuropean goods were in greater demand amang the Indiana as old
cuitural trairs disappesared. The beaver disappearsd ass a result of
persistent trapping to meet this demand.

Innis ralies heavily upon Peter Xalm'e observations concerning the
importation of Burcpean goode for the Indian trade (Innisg, 1956, p.i0%3.

The Europeans have taught the Indians in their neighborhcod the uge of
firearms, and they have jaid asgide thelr bowe and arrowd, which wers
formerly thelr only arms, and make use of mushketae. If the PBuropsans
should now refuse to supply the Indiang with muskets, they would be
starved to death; as almost all thelir food consiste of the flegh of
animals, whicsh they hunt; or they would be irritated to such a degree
#8 to atbaek the Buropeans. The Indians have hitherto neveyr trised Lo
make mupkets or similar fire—-arme; and thelr greal indolenge does not
even #]low them to mend those wsuskets which thev have got. They lesve
this entirely toe the Furopeans . . . {(Peter Kalm, 1772, fravelg Into
Horth americsa, vol., 2, p. 391).

Hatchetst, knives, scissors, needles, and & stsel to gtrike fire with.
Theee instruments# are now gommon among the Indiana., They all take
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these ilnstruments from the Buropeans and reckon the hatchets and
knives much better than thoass which they formerly made of stones and
bones. The stone hatehets of the ancient Indiana are very rare in
Canada {Ihid.j.

Rettlies of copper or brass, sometimes tinned in the inside. In these
the Indians now duil all thelr meat, and they have a very great rusn
with them. Thay formerly made use of sarthen oy wooden pota, and threw
in red hot atones to make it bolil. They do net want iron beilers
hacauge they cannot be easily carrled on thelir continual ournigs, and
wozld not besr such falls and knocks as thelr kettliss are subjeot to
{Ipid.}).

Trade goods szepecially socught by the Indiane were thoee which wers used for
hunting, fishing, or trapping. Weapons were also much deaired ss they were
a great advantage in their f{regquent conflicts with other tribes.

Buppliea for the trade which had been carefully chosern included
knives, awls, hatchsts, gune, gunpowder, powderhorns, shot, kstfles,
tobagoe, and cleth, *The principal things necessary for the support of
an Indian and nis family, and which they usudlly trade for, sre the
following: & gun, a hatchet, an ice chisel, Brazil fobaceo, knivas,
filea, flinta, powder and shot, a powder hoyn, a bayvonet, a ketile,
sioth, beads and the Like” {Inni=s, 1956, p. 129).

Trada goods were packed with great care in England, valuable iteme were
distributed throughout each piece, and the goods asssmblied in cunvenient
gized packages. Piees were sxpected to withatand water in case of
accidents. Guapowdér was carried in wooden kegs wkich could dry out, split
from being dropped or he otherwise damaged. Powdey also had %o be Rept dry
but away from sareless smokers who might ignite it. Bolte of cloth and
plankets were wrapped in Canvas covere, but there are Ifreguent mentiona of
thess packages becoming wet and 0f the necvessity to hait and dry them ocut
(Innig, 1956, p. 20%).

Es time went an, wovan textiles were gradually introduced and came to be
maior articies traded o the Indians. Woclen oloth in partlioular, was much
digired becauyse ii wae warm even whan wet and dried well, not becowming
ptiff and brittle as did tanned animal skina. Woolen blankets waeye highly
popuiax for their appearance and warmth. Furoepean clothing such as shirts
and leggings developed into valuable trsde goods., This is shown by the
Iisting of late 18th century trade goods imported into Canada, and the
large quantities of textiliss (Innig, 1958, pp. 20% & 236,

Impouyted trade geods, supplies, and foodstuffs funneled through Grand
Portage to the northwsest in steadily inereasing guantitiss. The increaseg
are shown by a steady growth in the RHorth West Company’'s trafiic gver the
portage. In the 1780'a, fen dave of portaging were normal, by the mid
1790'a, f[ifteesn daye were needed to carry the company’s trade goods to Fort
Charlioctite. There was a comparable increase in the volume of baled furs
taken down the portage to the depet on Grand Portage Bay {Ibkid., pp. 18686-



41

167 & 2267},

Gradually, the assortments of trade goods hecame standardized and were
procurad by agente from large whoelesalers in England.

Principal articles exported fyrom Greal Britain, for the
Indian trade by the Horth Weat Company are:

Blankets, manufactured at Witney, Oxfordshire.

Wooliensn, ditto in Yorkshire namely: Strouds, (vatings,
Moltons, serges, and Flasnel, comtion Blue and 8Scarier cloths.
Lotbton manufastures, from Hanchestaer: Striped Cottons,
Uimitien, Janes, Fustiang, Printed Britlsh Cottons, Shawls
and Bandikerchiefs, Gartering and PFerretting.

Hardwara in large guantities.

Irish linens, Sc¢otch sheetings, Osnaburgs and Lineans, Neig,
Twine, Birdlime, Threads, Woersted yard, large gquantitises.
Brass, Coppey and Tin kettles.

Indian fuwsile, Pistols, Powder, Ball, Shat angd Flints.
Painters’ golors, Yermillion, etg,

Stationery, Beads, Urugs and lLarge parcels of all kinds of
Birminghan sanufactore, with other arxticles of British
manufactyre {Innis, 1956, pp. 1661867},

Joseph Hadfield, a British ({raveler, ¢ame to Norih Americe soon after ths
¢lops of the Revolutionsry War and fortunately recorded his sbservations on
cunditiona in Canada and the newly formed United States. Me had exceptional

— upportunities to observe the loading of cances for the great lakes fur
trade {(Ap Englishm 7 Ameri 1785, 1533, p. 103):

254k July, 1788

This day I was favored with the particulars of the articles
necessary for the loading of a cance:

EACE TOTAL

1% hales contalining sach 1 pr. shoud (?)
and other dey goods. . vvveaaa.. IR0 1,800 lba.
12 kegs of Rum, ea. 8 gallis.......... taeas 80 260
2 kege of Wine, @4, 8 galig..csnreeersrns B0 180
4 kege of Pork and Beef......civvuvaas Ve 70 2890
2 kegs of Greasge, viz., 1/3 Tallow and
213 Hog's Lard.. e cnrnoavans Eit 1406
1 keg of Bubter........ rreen e Cryera s 10
3 cases of Iron WODK..vsouacarrrvnrees P Y & 1+] 300
Lcash Gf QuUnB.cveavrrres sttt ava 4%
& kegn OF Powder. cucvvvrcriannesnsnan I 80 480
4 baga of Shot and Ball....ceoeen..s ves e 85 348
4 bhags Of FLOUK. i veassrrsnrsvsnsasernanes L0 400
4 rolle of Brazil Tobkacso...... v seeran 40 360
4 bales of {7} TODASCG - v s ra b amxanenn » 90 380

—r
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53 PAUKAGEB . 4 vt v urrr s sra v st at i rn T - 5,540 1bs.
&4 packages of different articlesn......... 5,540 lbs.

- 0 - ¥ s D Peve e e P see-x 140 1,240

9 bags Of wem e owme e s a e 39 278

1 keg af rum....... sresenn baerareaanan hae 80 80

€ bags of Bread or PeaBe....cccvirrssnn- 160 &00

4 kage of Beel OF PorKevrsrreravorrersass 70 280

1 Travelling CaBe. .. v ccrnsaonrsversrsnna 80 8a
Ketiies, Poles, Paddlesn, 0Ll Cloth,
Gum, Bark, etc., suppose-—--... 140
{dadfield, 1933, p. 103;. 8,250 lba.

A fascinating docummnt has survived from the Norih West Company’s
sarrespondence for 1794, Tivied “"Scheame for the NW OQutfit,* it describen
in detail the planning that went into working out the guantity and kinds of
goode needed for Grand Portages, and the number of men and cances reguired
te haul the goods up and bhying the furs down. That year the Company sent
2,018 piecas from Montreal:

600 baien, dey goods
40 tyunks, dry goods
30 balea, Brazil tobacceo
10 balew, Spencer tobacco
20 baise, Carrot tobacco (name derived from shape)
22 cagen, guns
90 cagen, iron
& capea, hats
20 cases, knives
3 cassg, soap
) "Maccarcons”
2 bales, traps
10 bales, copper kettles
10 bales, tin kettles
20 pales, (Hans? & Cheecks?)
10 hkegs, sugar
8 kege, salt
32 kays, butter
100 Reage, powder
80 kegs, pork
230 kegs, greane
41 kega, besf
484 xege, high wines
50 keqgs, rum
10 kegs, port wine
10 hkegs, brandy
24 kege, shruls
3 kegs, saupages
30 hage, bhall
20 bage, shot
17 bage green peas
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—-— 2015 Pieces”
{Brwin Thampaon,

2, 1269, p. 74},

It ig simple to caleulate that a labor forca of ¢. 126 vovagsurs would be
needad to transport these maieriale over the Grand Portage se long as each
ohe carried twe pleces and made the regulation 8 trips.

A far smaller number of nen wasz needed Lo loagd north cances bound for Lhe
Red River at the cliose of the 18th century.

Jouwrnal for the Yeayr 1797

Friday 4th Auguat - Recelved the loadings of Pour Canoewn for River
Painbinat & Thirteen Piecss for the Botitom of the River Quinipigue -
Diat under the wmark Q

17 Bales Dryd GSoods - EO

1 Trunk Sendried - 1 Cage Gune:

4 Cases Iron Works - 2 Kewus M., Wines -

& Kags Pawder - 4 Rolle Spenser Twist Tobo
5 Bags Bails ~ -
5 Bagsg Shott - i3 PR R. Ouinipigue

4 Bales Carrot Tobacgeo
E Bolle Spencérd Twist Tobo
1 Bale Copper Rettles -
1 Bale Tin -~ Ditte
1 Bale Beaver Traps -
30 Kegs B Wines
1 Macoarsn Pum
2 Lapes Gung N.W.
84 Trading Piecgs ~
< Bags flowur =~
2 Kegs Sugar -
1 Kag Beaf -
1 Keg Port -
1 Keg Shrub -

%1 Pleces®
{Harald Hickerson, "Journal of Charles Chabolliesz, 1797,." Eihnohistory,
Volu 5, 19593 ?po 2“’2"2?3}&

Tobacoo 900n became a highly valued commodity and a neceasity to Indian
trappers and hunters as it eased the rigors of their harakh lives and wase
somawkat addictive. Much has a2igo been written concerning the importation
of increasing gquantities of distilled liquars for the Indian trade. Many
bandes or tribes became addicted to alicoholic beverages and were driven to
hunting and trapping to obtain it. Typleally, fur traders imported
increagingly large guantifiea of liguoras during periods of great
competitisn between rival concerns. It bhecame a major commodity transportad
acroas the Grand Portage. There waw a considerable loss in transporting it
pecauss the wooden kegs could dry out or become damaged through rough
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handling or accldents. Many voyageurs relieshed liquor sc it was necassary
to keep a close watch on them while it wad being transported.

Journal from the Grand Portage, Lake Superiocor to Lake Winnipeyg
in 1840

Bales Marchandize-——30 pounds each
Sale Carrot Tobacco

#ale Kettles

{age Guns

Case Iron works

Rolls New Twist Tabaveo

Bage Leaden Salls

Hag Leaden shotb

Bag flour

Ray sugar

¥egs Gunpowder

Kegs of High Wines 9 Gallonsa esch.

€3 RS ed gk ek R RS B 5 B R (M

ot

18 pieoey Total

Equipage for the Voyage.

Provisionas for 4 men to Red 8iver.

4 Bage Corn, 1-1/2 bushels in Each.

1/2 Keg Grease."
{Barry M. Gough, The Journal of Alexander Henry The Youngey,
VO}.. }1 1988: Pp' 5“6}.

Great quantities of provisions cvonsisting largely of dry iyed corn and
greass were imported inte the northwest as food for the voyageurs.
Bormally, these conmodities were one-thirzd of the cargo of outward bound
sanoes at Fort Charlotta. Often, they were consumed in a few weeka and
additional food supplies had to he found amoeng the Indian populaticons along
the Rainy River.

Many partners of the North west Company had experienced hunger and
starvation in the remote wilderness and felt meore secure 1Lf a lavge food
stack wag ab hand, Usually, the North Weet Company Lried to keep 4 year'a
pupply of foodstuffs at Fort Charlotte for distribution to ¢anoe brigades
beund for the northweat. Dry biscuits, corn meal, and many other focds were
garried in cloth bags and could be easily damaged by contaet with wet
vggetation or water while being poritaged. It is probable that most
portaging was halted during raine. {Lamb, ed., 1976, p. 97).



45

Chapter 7
Chapher 7@ Phywsical or locstional Fexturss of the Portage

The Grand Portage lies in the Canadian Biotic Province which has the uneven
topography of a heavily glaciated country. Graval moraines, and ridgss,
gandy ontwash plaing, swamps and rock outcrops abound. The acils are the
preducts of coul, molet foreste and are iight colored, acid and infertile,
being low in organic content. The characteristic ¢limax of most forests in
this region is & coniferous foreet. In some localities, there were large
stands of sugar mapls, but yelliow birch, heech, aspen, and white ping ware
alao associated. Wet, smwampy ground had black spruce, tamarack, cedar, fir,
white ping, alder and white birch (Cleland, 1966, p. 3).

The mopt prominent features of the landscape are the dikes or diabase
ridges, slate valileys with elight acil depoasits, and emall streams that run
through some of these valleys. Many of these features are shown on a
detailed map of the Grand Portage preapared by the Hinnesota Geological
Burvey in the late 1920's (Map 156).

It is posaible that the Grand Portage originated as a game trall perhaps
made by hards of migrating caribou. Newbon H. ¥Winchell noted such trails in
the ared running between the Grand Portage and Trout Lake in the late
invG'e (Winchell, Zenth Apnual Report, Minnescta Geplogical and Natural
Bigtory Survey, 1881, p. 27}.

A rasual byt highly relevant cbhservation was made by young John Macdonell,
an apprentice clerk for the North West Company, who ssrved at the fur trade
depot in the susmey of 17%3. Re walked over the portage then and recorded
one of the better known cbservationas on the the Grand Portage in these
words:

The Portage is three lesguas from one navigation to the
other whith caused great expense and frouble to the com-
pany. The men have 8ix Livers of this currency for every
poaice of Goods or pack of Furs they warey from one end of
it to the other—-*

The Portage ia full of hills ig Aivided by the voyageurs
into sAixtesn Pogses or resting places, its apll is cheifly
composed of copper coloyred clay the chief vegetable pro-
duction of which is spruce, fir, and other evergreens
{Macdonell in Gates, 1963, pp. 93 & %6-97).

Alexander Mackenzie cocmmented ar length voncerning the Srand Portage and
wrote with long yewars of experience voncerning it. His dats related to ths
17908, Speaking of the Montreal men or pork eaters, he wrote:

when they are arrived at the Grande Poriage which is nearly
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nine miles over, sach of them had Lo carry eight packages
of such goods and provisions a9 are necessary for the
interior aguntry.
Having finilehed thia toilsome part of their duty, if more
goodd are necesgsary to be transporied, they #are allowed a
Spanieh dollar for each package; and inured are Chey to
this kind of labor, that I have known some of them set off
with two packages of ninety pounds each, and return with
twa othera pf the same weighi, in the course of six hours,
being a distance ¢f @ighteeén miles ovey hills ang
mountains (Lamb wd.. 1874, p. %7},

Alexander Henry the Younger went over the portage on July 1%, 1800 and
commented sourly about his two hour walk:

The road through the Portage was very bad in some places,

knae desp in mud and clay, and ag sliippery, as to make

waiking tediaus {Barcy M. Qauqh, editeyr, The 15D
axa; _ " (814, vel. 1, p. 97, 1988),

David Thompson’'s Records of the Grand Portage “Teail“, 1797-1824

Lavid Thompson, the famed British geogriapher and cartographer, went over
the Grand Portage mapy times between 1797 and 1824, The standard biography
of his productive life and rareer was writien by Jomeph B. Tyrell, a nuted
canadian gsographer and historian. It has been replaced by & new sdition
{Joasph B. Tyreii ed ﬁavgd Thompgen’s Narrative, 1318 & Richard ¢lover,
24y =\t ALY 1%62) BHe msapured the portage three or
four times and usuazzy kep@ detailed notes on the weather, conditicn of the
portage, vegetation, and progrsss of the portaging. His jfournales are
difficult to use, but meticulous notes have been made from them by Thomas
4. Tthiesssn, Archeologist, Hidwest Archeslogical Ztenter, National Pazk
Service, Lincola, Hebraska, His notes are indispenaible for the study
of Thompgon's razorde. Microfiims of the Thompson journal sntries have been
carefully collated with Thiegsen's notaes. His gunerous oontributions ars
gratefully acknowledged.

On June 11, 1798 havid Thompson measured the height of the high hill behind
the North West Company depot. Hia notes follow:

In the Rfternogon -~ Meapurest Lhe height of the HilLl behind

the Fort -- took Altde [altitudel of the Hill at the edge of
the Lake 4 £t above its levelw~ Altds double—— 43435 1/2--

but the Ground not permititing another Altde T measured a Base
along the Lake~- calling tha top of tha Bill A~- the apot whers
ehig Altde was Laken B-w £ & the snd of the measured basa C--
Angles—~ At B -~ {anglé symbol] 98%-41l-- gt O- [angle aymdboll 60,
437 ~~ Bame exactily} &3 fath[oms] Hence the height of the Hill
above the place of Obsn ichmsarvation}] 294.% feet-~ toc which add
4 ft the height of the piace of Oben above the level of the Lake--
£ it gives 298.5% feet for the Helght of the Hilil above the level
of Lake Supericr-- Thege notes are accompanied Ly two sketches
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showing Thompson’s methods of triangulation measurements (Thompson
Journals, Ontaric Public Arghivea, 1986 wicrofilm edition, Resl I,
gSeries 1, Bound Velume 5, Book %, Juns 11, 1798).

A few days later he measured the portags:

June 16 th. [1798] Hassured the Grand Portage— from the West
Gata of the Fort, Lake Supsrior, to the Brink of the Rivulet ai
¥opy Charlotte~-. 14,110 yarde~~ 1960 ¥Yds to the Parting Treege
7140 yarda to the Pountain~- 131400 varde to he Meadow--~ & 8
Miles exact to the Door of the Houge of Fort Charlotte-- + 30
yarde to the Stream-- {(Thompson Journals, Reel 1, Bound Voiume 5).

In July, 182%Z, Thompson hegan his survey work on the international boundw
ary petwsen the United States and British North America. Here, he Lraveled
by canse along the north shore of Lake Bupericr from Fort William o Grand
Partage Bay:

July 22 [1822] a 8W ¥Wind arrising we salled to 9 1/2 Am when

thank God we put aAahore at the old Great Carryg Flace to Obssrve

for Ltde & Longde to examine ths Road; and che Wind becoming too
high scon after increased to a oteady Gale; and dissipated the
vemaining Clouds. ... The Great Carxyg Place ls along the =ut in

the Hille of a 8rook, which empties iteelf close to us, and ia

now nesriy dry: This direction is at first NW-~ then mars to the
waatd, srarce a vestige remainsg of all the former Faotories;

they are covered with rank grasse, in places s littie fine red clover
tThompson Journals, Reel 4, Bound Volume 20, pp. 51 &7 - 51 683,

[August B, 18221 ... Early the sen began cerrying the Carge and
Cance over this Carryg. Place-- fook the Lda of the PE of Land
and diraction of the Carryg Place:

[hpugust B, 1822] Tuesday~- . . . meagured with s Tape Line of
108 ft the Carrying Place altho’ the very first time in service
and handled very carafully it broke twices-- dined at the end

The 3 Miles very hilly; at a Brosk of 5 Yds wide measd: runs into
the PFigaon River; which now lies 1 M gdistt abt Horth from us uae.
or NRE. The men have brought every Thing to {his Brook. Abed ¢he
the Course ig NI8W-w-., at 1 PM the Hen set off each with a Load
with a Load uf my Baggage, Instruments &0 for the NW snd-- and at
& 1/74 PM arrived, very much faticued. Thay returned, and we camped.
The Rosad i# excessively fatiguing; covered so thick with an under-
growkn of Cgdar{?] snd Mountain herbage, Graas &¢ that the Path
cannot be sean; and the old causeways that once croaased the swampy
places, are entirely rotten, full of holes and dangerous. Many
fiyg Clouds 41} day. Westly Wind & a Gale af timems. in the after-
noon very cloudy: and &t Kight moderats Rain: 1(his Carryg Place
from water to Water measuves 43670 feet. 8 1/4 Stat Miles or 7

Gen Miles + 3B2 Yde [4 note at the side of the page: To the
Brock of & ¥Yde 15240 #¢. Colurme]} NI8W then West ZB430 ft. $449
7] Yds. 28420 ft.,] The Water in thia River, i2 high for the
Zeason (Thompson Journals, Reel 4, Bound Vvolume 23, pp. 52 5
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& 52 &3.

fAugust 7, 182231 ... Sent the Indian o examine by Land, the River
baiow us~- and to procesd, and mark the Road ae far as he could
this day that the Aszistant and Interpreter might follow this
Route #nd report on the direction, state of the River, &c at

3 1/7%2 ¥ the Indian returned and reportad that he followed the
River about 3 Miles, over very bad hilly Ground, covered with
Thiskets & fallen wood-~ hare the Roecks became almest lapractice
akle To climbk; the River ail the way £ seriee of Rapids, now
passed between high steep Creaigs, so steep that he did not dare
look down.-— ... Hen busy carrying, and much fatigued (Thompson
Journals, Reel 4, Bound Voelume 21, p. 52 7).

{Ruguat 10, 18I2) ... he sxw the Americas Party on the Carryyg
Placs, they were to camp at tha Fountain-—- 8 Resta-- leaving
10 Rests to carry. their Canoe at the Meadow {Ibid., p. 82 7).

[Auguet 23, 1822} ... and went down to the Great Carrying Place
at 10 1/% Am-~ gsoon after sommenced caryyving-- ... late in the
gvening, got all to the Fountain, except I loads.~~ {Ibid., p. 52
213,

Great Carrying Place

(Bugust 24, 18232) ... A Moerning of heavy Dew, aided bw heavy foq.
whish has isaded (tha Herbage & Branches with Water, so that
every thing in carrying is a8 wet asg with heavy Rain.-- Camg on

with every thing to the Brock at 8 3/4 Am breakfasted-- then
took & Laad, 2ach man £0 the Lake at 1 PH. camped-- The Men ret-
urned for the Cance and rest of the Baggage.~- ... plentv of ripe
Ragpberries-~ In the eveniag, every thing was brought over--
£he Men wvery much fatigued {Thompson Journals, Rael 4, Bound Volune
21, p. 52 231%.

P A B I I T T I I I A T A L B R R I N A

June 28, 18231 ... &bt 11:20 Am Thank God arprived at the Great
Carzy Place except our Things, The Men carried all the Cargo, &
the Canpe 1 Xils on the C Flagse and then camped-~ ws oan the sids
of the Lake-—~ {Thompson Journalis, Bound VYolume 22, p. 55 28).

fJone 29, 38237 ... The Men ciarzied every thing to the little
Rill, westd of the Poplar Brook; at the last we campad; and our
Things thus far behind {p. 3% 27).

{June 35, 18231 ... At % As bthe Men came for our Things, and car-
ried them on toe the west end. Banks of the Pigeon River. (My
Son) the Assistant and myself sscended the € Place from Lake
Superior to the River with a wire c¢hain of 50 £t length. ixs
whele length is 43,134 £ = 14,378 Yards = 8 Sf{tatute?! Miles and
258 Yards vr 7 Geo{rge] Miles and 203 Yardse~ Remarks. going on
the sagt side ©f the Brook 220 yds cross a Rille~~ at 1840 Yds., a
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Rill. &at¢ 2510(%?) yde & Rill; all ¢three to the Brook, and always
ascaending-- The Poplay Brook is 4783 Yds.-- Of abt. 3 Yds. width,
and runs into the Pigeon River abt 1 ¥ below the psth.-- a steady
constant. ascent from the Lake hereto the Co.iurse) is RIOW wav(|er}
ing{?] a few deg{raes} on esch side--,,., The Men camped just 3 M 5.
and abt 100¥de farther & Rill to the Right.-« The Lake Brook conte
inuey with us for 2 174 M. then comes from the westd. measpured ang
The Fountain just 4 #Miles to a Ffew Yards, and the sast of the Mead-
ow just & Miles~- Thence Z 31/8 Miles 6 the Pigeon River. The
Country ascends gradoally, sng at times vary perceptable to the
Fountain then a level for 1/2 M Then rires Constantly to naar the
Meadow, a i1ittle beyond which rises gradually o with in 1 1/8 M
of the River; from whenos it gently lowers to tha River, perhaps
about 30 ft. The Courme from Poplar Brook by often setiting the Com-
paus ia firet R70W 172 Mile the abt due ¥est: ... The whole hap a
Bed of deep Soil, mestly a reddish stony{?] with clay; and wail
covered with vegetation of Trews and Herbe &c av 3/4 M from the Lake
for 200 ¥ds the bare Rock shews irtself, but only there. At 1 174 BM
the Men returnsd to carry tha Carge & They camped at a short &iste
bayond the Meadow {Thompaon Journala, Bound Volume 22, 5. 85 28.3

[August 28, 18233; ... At B Am moderatedw-~ &t 9:15 carried aver
tha CP & ser off,. at $:40 at the Great €.P. Thank God. ... spread
all our thiags to dry. At 31 1/2 Am the Hen set off with a lLoad,
and went to the Meadow 2 Miles dined, a few smart Showerz They
have ust 2 Loads per Man, counting the Canse and with & weak man
La Grave & Fruceman [7]. we camped-~ every thing brought here,
and the Canwe carried abt 1 M farther (Ibld., p. 538 72).

fRugust 23, 182317 At 5 Am the Men set off with & Load to the
Poplar Brook whers we breaxfasgted; then came t0 the SE snd of
the OF on Lake Superlor Thank God. At 1 P¥ the Men returned for
the Cance and ave camped. The Cances are at the Fountain; they
brought them near a Mile this side the Poplar Brook and slept
there (Ibid., p. 55 73:.

David Thompson returned to Grand Portage op June 12, 1824 from Fore
William and bagan to ascend the priage onve more. The detailed
compass bearings, shto. are gmittsd.

jJone 18, 183431; . . . tied every thing in Loads fit for the
Carrving Place, and after Breakfast get off, at 7:10 AM landed

and began carrying. Thia Caryying Place is 8 174 Statute Miiea

in length, about % ¥ of which is alscst constantly ascending. . . .
we camped many Musketses, which harass the men very much
{Thompson Journale, Reel %, Bound Volume 24, p. 58 1%,

{+une 1%, iB24); - - . At B:2% Am began carzying. altho the
willows, Houghs of Treeg &¢ shower down on us. dined at the
Brook At 7 PH canped at the Pountain, left half Carge one

Pose behind The Men very tired with the slippery bad Road, wet
heavy Baggage &¢ and the Reoad is much encumbered, and some
plaves shut up with young Trees, Willows &2 ¢rushed down by the
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Winter Snow, worked hard claearing them with the Axe {(Ibid.,
p. B8 23%.

fdupne 20, 1824%1: ... Barly began carrying and continued At §
PH came to the Meadow Campesént. ... The Read much sncumbered,
but better than yesterday. Hany fliles (Ibid.:.

{June 21, 18243; ... began garrying~- One ppe short uf the
liznle Rill of Water at 30 172 Am, heavy Raln came on and we
camped, part of fThe men staved with the baggage behking, and
part with me. 311 day bad Weather and many Flies. Ken could
not rest {Ibid.j.

fJune 2%, 182417 ... We have 3 Poses Lo carry over to the Pigesn
River, ~— end of this Carrying Place. got all over by 10:50 Am
Thank God (Ibid., p. 538 23.

MHost measursments and opssrvations of the Grand Portage commence ab Lt
souths east end at Lake Superior and proceed up the poartage to its upper or
northwest snd at Fort Charlotte ¢n the Pigeon River. in early Septembar,
1824 David Thompson went down the portage from the Rigeon Kiver to Lake
Buparior and kept dJdetaijed records ap ugual:

{September 3, 1824}; . . . at the NW and of the Great C Place
Thank Guod, here we breakfasted., put #11 in order for tarrying,
made fires under the Canoeg t¢ dry them. Each of the Hen aset off
with a Load to the Headow & got there at 9 177 Am. Meadow heavy
Rain came on, & all wet we camped~— The Rain continued all day,
part of the Men at the other end making Pires to dry & lighten the
Carnves (Thompsan Journala, Bound Volume 26, p. 60 44).

[September 4, 1B2431; . . . At 8 374 Am the Men brought the Canoes
to the Heagow-~ . . . at 1 1/4 P¥ aed off, &t & 174 PM they
prought the Canoea, & 1 rest farther, & part of the cargo 2 rests
de. Camped at the Brook, {Ibid., p. 60 45;.

{September %, 1BZ41; . . . at & 1/2 Am set off with the rest of
tha Cargo. . . . sight the Lake. . . . to fthe Shores of lake
Superioe-~ Thank God {Ihid.),

End notes in the rear of thig journdl rontain placs names and measure-
ments on up the Grand Portage from Lake Supericr:

Grand C Place 220 yde across Rill 1840 do 2510 du 4783 Poplar
Brook 7030 yds the Fountain (0580 the Meadow 14378 yds Pigeon
fiver {(Thompson Journals, Reel 5, Bound Volume 29, p. 83 89).

Comments made by Hajouy Jomeph Delafield in 1822 provide a few mors
gpecifice, which by inferencs locate & pose or two. Hisg first losation was
the "Second River™ which was situated after the "Firet River" asg one
ascended the eight and one-guarter mile long portage. A emall grassy
clearing wae st this location. Delafield believed this had been a pose.
REome of his vovageurs gamped at "The Spring™ which rzame after the "Sgcond
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Rivar." The =Thizd River" wag about midway un the route. Ee also noted that
the smsil sirsams had been bridged during the North West Company era, hut
that thesge useful features had long zince rorted away and had not been
ranewad [(MoElroy & Riggs, 1943, pp.70, 404-406; % ¥Winchell, 189%%, p. 504;.

The general course 4f the Grand Portags between the bay and the Bigeson
River ig depicted on many mape from about 1750 to modern times. Adturate
and literal deplctions of the route were wapped by both the United States
and the British parties which were attempting to mep and define the
ingernational boundary during the early 1820°s. Maps made by Gecrgs W.
Winistler (Map 6} and Samuel Thompson {(Map 73 both show the route in much
detail. Each cartographer gave particular attention to the geveral small
atraams which were croeesd by the portage, and to the hills snd valleys
which were prominent features of the terrain.

An accurate, but more generslized map of the route was prepared in 1858 by
Charies L. Emerson in the oourse of his gurvey of the Pigeon River Indian
Reservation (Map %}. The U.5. Sovernment Land Office surveys of the region
ca. 1592 provide & detailed view of the country over which the portage
pagsen. A gecliogical map of the portage (Map 18) with notes, was made by
Gaorge M. Schwartz of the Minnesgha Geoclogieal Survey in 1927 and published
by the Minnesota Historical Sooiety in 1528 ¢Schwartz, 1828, opp. p. 26%.

An elaborate, five gheet series of maps of the lower portion of the
wonumant was begun in 1982 by Kip Lantz, a civil enginger from the Phila-
delphia Regional Office of the National Park Service in 1962. In (882,
Lants planned to map the portage during the winter months. The proviect
wag compieted by Lesiie Fugetti, another enginear, in 1883-&4., Amazingly,
there is no mention of this work in the 1982 adminiatrative history of the
menument. {Ohservationeg by Alan R. Woolworth at Crand Portage National
x&nument, 1862~ i§&4 & Ron Lockrall, 1983, Grand Portage National Mopnnw

A igrrative Higtory., Omaha, Xatianal Park Ser-

vxs&, Rev;aed 1982}

The Yastern ¥nd of ihse

Qver the years, there has been much confugion concerning the commencew
ment of the Grand Portage, Thers can he no final, definite decision on this
marvter becausa Lhere were at least three, parhaps more, logations from
which segments of the portage originated near Lake Superior.

in prehistoric times it appears to have began at an Indian cance landing

0r camp on the esstern portion of the bay and then went snorth along Grand
Portage Creek. At Jonathan Carver s 1767 viait to Grand Purtage, the
commoniy uded location appears to have been well east of Grand Portage
Creek, perhape as much as one and one-half miles sxai of this stream. From
this point it may have gone northwest to a point east of the creek and just
below the hill on which tha Roman Catholiv ¢hurch stands. Tt vould have
aleo merged with the major branch of the portage north of Grand Porbage
village. Then, il alse followed the ¢reek northward to & ¢ieft in the
hillg.

¥hen the North West Qompany was well entrenched in its depot, there were
apparently thres separate points from whith tha portage began. Thepe ware:
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1). The west gate of the North West Company depot; 2), The "public road”
which ran from the beach sast of &rand Portage Creek and northeast of the
hill on which the church is located; and 3). The XY Company and other
spposition firms all operated from aiftes a considerable distance sastwards
from the areek. Thair voyageurs would have walked northwest across a level
tract of land to the foot of a hill east of the creek and then northwards
along the eaatern margin of the cvreek towards a waterworn cieft in the
hillie.

Rotesg o tha beqginning of the British fuy trader's Grand Portage a sghort
digtance east of the mouth of Grand Portage Creek are on the fivst page of
Chapter &.

Jenathan Carver recsrded a considevable amgunt of detail during his wisit
at Grand Portage in the aummer of 1767. His description of Srand Portage
Bay shows that the Oiibwe Indian villsge and the fur trader’s camps were
anout one and one-half miles past of ¥ount Rose, It appears logicsal to
aggume that the Grand Portage commencad near this location and that it may
have done o0 ginge prehistoric times. The Grand Portage Ojibwe Indians made
it a8 practise ts sgek sholter frowm the winter winds by camping near €6
Mount Josephine, Fur traders appeay to have campeé in the same generai

area {(Map 3); {(John Parker, ed., The Jow than sy 2

Related Dotuments 166-1770, 1976, ppa 130*131, & 172}.

Grace Lea Nute's study, "A British Legal Case and 0ld Grand Portage,”
deals with & fur trade contrgversy at Grand Portage between Lhe dominant
Horth West Company and an independent trader in 1882 (Hinnepoha History,
vol, 21, 1940, gp. 117+-3483. Dr. Rute’'s study provides much information on
the clearing of forest cover near the mouth of drand Portage Creek; when
saveral forte were sracted; who built them; and information on local Land
vae. It ig discussed hereafter:

Testimony of Thomas Formyth

- - - That Deponent hag been informed that that space 0f ground
has been cleared these fifty vears past, and that it has been
occupied by the tenta of the North West Caompany, {(Nute, 13405,
Bs 133).

Testimony of Kaurice Blandeau

Maurize Blondeau, Esquire, deposez and says that he has been a
merchant voyageur in this country since 1752. That he went up

to Grand Porbtage the first time In 1756. That he knsows the fore
wheye the bourgeciae were, [North West Company] which wiag not then
clgared and was not oleared for two or three years thereafter and
then by & man named Erekine, as he helievea. That according te what
has been told him, the Blig Company (HECC) occuplies at preasent ithe
game fort that the deponent occuplied formerly (Ibid., p. 134;.

Testimony of Daniel Sutherliand

Daniel Subherland Depgseth and saith That he has been (n the



83
hanlt of trading to the upper Country for these fouprteen yoars
past. . . . That he particularly knows the old fsre at the Srand
Portage which was occupied by the said Nerth West Jompany in the
vaar 1801, and that ap the Deponent has been informed wam ovcupied
by tham last year, That ha alss knows the situation of a emaller
fore at a litcle dietance from the former which now gues by the
name ©f Fort Boucher, and that the space of ground between theam
was ¢lesred (defriche; when the Deponent first saw it, and appeared
ta have been so for several years before that time, . . .(ikid.,
1940, pp. 137-139).

P I I N L I A ] I N 2 A A R B A S B R N A I T N

That duzing the timé the Deponant wae at the Grand Portage the
above mentioned gpace betwasen the two forts was always occupied
by the tents snd the men and by theiy Canots. That the =mald
space of ground is bounded in front by the lake, on the asuth
West side by the old fort, on the North East by Fort Boucher
{pelonging to the Narth West Company as he believes) and in the
rear by the woods (ikid., p. 13#}.

L R L I N R I R R I A I L I R I T I I Y I 4 @

« » .+ Saye further that there is a3 public Rosd that passes in the
opan spacs batween the two forig above menkioned to the North side
of the Portage, and that a Cart may pase in the said road from the
Beach t¢ the little River, which Road was made, before Deponent
want $0 the Grand Portage, by the former Rorth West Company an
Depunent believes (Ibid., p. 139}).

This information suggests that the location of the South East end of the
Grand Portage wis shifted southwest abouk one and one-half miles ¢. 1768~
178% and that & number of new trading establighments were built adiscent
to this new location soon afterwards. By 1778 the stockaded establishments
of four oy five traders had been esrectad in this area., During the swmmer of
1778, Lisutensnt Thomas Bennet! and hia detachment worked at laving out
and bailding 2 "puklic read® from the South Fast end of the new portage
lovation to the northward for an unspecified distance. By 1785-1787, these
new astabliphments were absoxrbed by the eniarged North ¥est Company depot
(Waclwarth, 1978, p. 206 & E.E. Rich, Montrsal and the Fur Trade, 1968&,
BPRP. 71-72%.

It ig alae relevant to note that a number of independent traders in the
178078 and 1790's huilt trading facilities a coansiderable distance esun
of the Grand Portage Creek mouth, Perhaps they ¢ontinued to use the clder,
original end of the portage which was about one and one-half miles v the
sagtward of the newer une.

This information conclusively places the commencement of the Grand Port-
age in this location during the period o. 1778-1802. This was alec the gane
lovation surveyed by British and American astronomers in 1823-23. Prominent
among thesm was David Thompson, surveyor and geographer, whe knew it well
From first hand observations,



T—

S

4

A wide variety of maps drawn by Jonathan Carwver, ca. 1767; cesrge W.
whistler, 1822; Samuel Thompson, 1822; Charies L. Emerson, 18%58; 9.8,
Topgraphical Engineers, 18£1; U.5. Army Corps of Zngineers, 1881; Minnassra
Highway Department, 19257 Solon J. Busk, 31923 & 1%31; and the U.35. Army
Corps of Enginesrs, 1940; all depict at least ¢ne branch of the Grand
Fortage originating on the lakeshore east of Grand Portage Creek, and then
pureeing a course acrihwards at & moderate digtance eand of the creek. This
alignment oan be traced in some detail on a topographic map thabh depicts
the Grand Portage In 1BZ3. Coples of ail of these maps are in this report.

3 of the Poriage

It iz aimost certain that La Varendrye had an sstablishment on the *Rivi-
ere Nanstougan® or Pigeon River at the westarn end of the Grand Portage. A
notarized desd dated August 9, 1733 makes it clear that he had cances and
cther belongingé at thie location which were being gusrded. At this data,
La Verendrye and hia associates had more engagas at Fort Michilimackinag
and the Pigeon River than thelr competitors. Most probably, La Verendrye
had &4 range of leg buildings at thie aite to provide quarters for
management, smployees, and the storage of trade goods and furs. It is
iikely also that there was some type of a shed to house the fragils birch
bark cances from the weather and animals (Gevin Lajois MS., Minnessia
Historical Sccievy, HManuscript Collectionsd.

Additional circumatantial evidence ia available to support this viewpolint.
A copy of & map dated 1737 and attributed to Count Beanharnois depicts the
Grand Portage as belong at the head of a2 bay on Lake Superior. This may well
he an indication of the La Vexxndrya use #f the Granﬁ Portage. Reuben Gold
Thwaites noted in the Wigoons 3 ical Coiled neg, (Vol. 11, 1888, p.
1243 tnat he had examined a Frsnch map of 1737 whxch showed a astructure st
the upper end of the Grand Portage. He claimed it was called Fort 5t.
Fierre. There are nc other known uses of this place name (Burpee, 1927,
Opp. P- 116},

% ¢ tte

Explorations at the site of Fort Charlotte in 1832%2 by E. Dewey Albineon and
Alvin C. Eastnman located what may be the site of such a structure oo the
north side of Snow Creek (Blbinson Ms., 1922, Minnesota Historical Society
Archives). Underwatey archaeolsglral work &t the Pigesn River in (973 by
Douglas A. Birk indicates the retrieval of ¥rench artifagts from thne period
of 1730~1760 on the north wmide of Snow Creek and along the Pigeon River in
front of the bullding mapped by Rlbinson in 1922 (wWheeler etal., 1975, p.
44 & Albinson Map, 19221.

Ropert Nickal of the Midwest Ardheological Center, Rational Park Service,
Lincoln, Hebraska, made a proton magnetometsy survey of Fort Charlotte in
1978 and prepared a report on his work. In 1979 nore detailed mapping wasg
done at this site and further proton magnetometey investigations were made.
Ropert Huggins and John ®W. Weymouth wrote a reportk, "A Magnetic Survey of
Fort Charlotie, Grand Portage National Monument,® 4nd Bruge A. Joneg
prepared a report, “Historic Sites Archeclogy at Fort Charlotte, Grand
Portage National Monument, Minnasota,® 1980,
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Rapid changes took place at Grand Portage in the 1770's. In May, 1772
Laurent Ermatinger, & trader, suggestad Lo & colleague that voyageurs
who brought trade goods from Montreal could ba ussd Lo garry them over
the portage. This would aliow traders to proceed into the intericr maore
guickliy., Re eariy as 1773, the pork eaters or Montreal men were reguired
to carey six packe of trade goods over the portaga, By 1774 there isa
svidence that trade goods were now prepared in packs for ithe portage.
Large shipmants of mérchandise were made £o Grand Portage in 1775, Some
historiane view thie as the heqginning of the Nerth West Company. In 1776
a number of traders gooperated 0 Bhift thelr supply bhase from Mackinac
te Grand Portage {Iannis, 1956, pp. 193~184 & 238y Thompson, 1969, pp. 24~
25; and Edwin E. Rich, Montreal and the Fur Trade, 1966, pp. 71-723.

The importance of the Grand Portage as the gateway to the Northwest
continued o grow during the 1770's. By 1778 there were at leaat four aub-
arnantial palisaded fur trade facilities on the bay. Logic suggests that
these firms had secure facilities at Fort Charlotte to house their aorth
cancve#, provislons, sgulpment, and trade goods Onoe they had been
Lransported across the Grand Portage $o Port Chariotte on the Pigeon
River. Thesa gtructures appear to have been in wege by 1785~1787 when the
¥arth West Company began to assume its final form under the guidasnce of
the Frobisher brethers and Simoen MeTavish (Woolworth, 1978, p. 206 &
Thompaon, 1969, pp. 45-47).

It is probable that the astute Frobishers named thia facility “Fort
Charlotte” to honor the wife of King Seorge 111. Perhaps the name "Fort
Gagrge™ was applied to the company’'s establishnment on frand Portage Bay; Lf
so, it had little ume, Thus, the Grand Portage would have been the
sonpecting link batween two fup trade facilities named for the British
monareh and his consort.

The little known Montreal Company owned by Peter Pangman, Alexander -
Hackenzie and the firm ¢f Gragery, Melacd and Co., offered a considerable
competition to the Neorth Weat Company by 178%, At the upper end of the
portage, they erected a storehGussg warmly put together and large encugh for
their uses. Further, ithis facility stood opposite the *»ld fort” of the
Rorth West Company. The probabilities arve great that it was to the left or
west of the North West Qompany depot. Tt ie evident that the NWCo muat have
had its depot there for some years if it would be caila& an "old fazz,
(?hmmpacn, 196%, pp. 45«46 & Louis R. Masson, ed., Lep LS
iy @et, vol. 1, 1889, pp. 22-23).

John Macdonald of Garth made a casual reference %6 Fort Charlotte "on the
Horth end of Grand Portage,” referring to his adventures in 17%1. Thia
would be further evidence that thia name had been in commeon use oy some
vears {Thompéon, 195%, pp. 37-583%.

For instance, consider the fact that young John Macdonnell noted in 1793
that: "My, Domald Rosp has been g80 long in charge of Port Charioite that he
hag agguired the reapectable name of Govermor. Here, we ponder the real
meaning of "#¢ long in charge of Fort Charliotta.* Did thie mean 5 years, 7
yaars or 1 yeara? In any event, by 1793 Fort Charlotte was considered an
old post {Macdonell in Gates, 1%96%, p. 97).
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The highly interesting narrvative of John Tanner, a long time Indian
captive, affords ua a diffevent type of viewpoint n Port Charisite as
ot the North west Company ar this location:

“wWhen we reachad the small house at the other side of the Grand
Portayge to Lake Superior, the people belanging to the traders urged

us te put our packs in the wagons and have them garried acrogs. Bur
the old woman knowing if thay were onee in the hands of the traders it
would be difficult, if not impossible, for her $o get thes again,
refused o comply with this reguest. It took ue several days to carry
&il our Packe acroes, as the old woman would not suffer them to be
carvied in the trader’s road (James, (856, p. 5ii.

John Magdonald of Garih came Lo Graad Portage as & new clerk in 1791,

About 17%8 he reminiasced how he was sent up the portage to Faory Charlotte
to divcharge vhe clerk in charge of the eastablishment. A few days later, he
wi# sent back to Fort Charliotte to force the oppusition (probably the XY
Company] to move a longer distancs from thisg depot. Silmon HoTavish wam, of
wourse, €ayer to create problems for opponents, but appesrs to have been
concerned here with prevesting a close observation of the company’s
operations by its enemies:

FPort Charlotte was . . . on the Horth end of the Graed Portage a
general Depot after crossing the Grand Portage 9 miles long-—-ac galled
I swppoased after Gld Queen Charlotte; heére we just landed from the
Interior & from Fort Chariotie, or Pigeon River all touk their
Reparture to the Interior again. Thare were sxtensive stores for Furs
& Goods as out fits., There was g Clerk in charge with some men. There
was thén a Gentleman ¢f a respectahle [French! Canadian family in
charge. Some few days later after we got a rest at the Lake Superioy
end of the Grand Portage, the late Simos MeTavish whe ziways called

me Jaok--told me Jack—--~you must cross the Portage toe Fort Charlotte

& dismiss Mr. Lemcine the Gentleman in charge, he is charged with some
nadty tricks; tell him to deliver you his charge znd keye~-~& come
acroes; then give thargs to anotheér person whom I have forgot--§&
return yourself immedlately {("Autobiographical Notes of John Haconald
of Garth," in Arthuy S. Morton, ed. The Journal of Duncan M’Gillivray,
192%, p. lii).

I ger off--% in my entrance ints the House mst My. Lemoine--&
delivered my mossage, He demured & asked me to show him oy orders, [
pointed to my tongue & told him I g0t no otherp he saw that it was
useless to resist & set off as told, & I returned & rsported.

Some daye after, My, HMoTavish called me $0 him again & said Jagk you
mupt crose agaln, the gpposition are picketing out a place for a Fort,
toa close Lo ours—-with the intent of watching cuy novements. Go & try
& . . , make them move farther off. There is a young Gentleman in
charge. 1 conseguently went over & told the voung Gentleman (I think
it wae Allan Sandie MgD.) that such was the case too nigh and that he
must move someé space farther. He replied that it was his Masier whe
planted the Pickets, that he had no authority or Power to meve auch
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pickets, that he would he Blamed if he did it & would not do ivr I
immediateiy maid I am not told by any one to do it hut to ask you to
do it but {if] vou will not do so I maust I have not oome over to no
purposs-~Saying which I sulted the action to the word & pulled them up
£ threw them inte the Pigesn River. He made no reply or resistance.
I then returnad acrosg the Portage & reportved what I had done whish
caused A geneéral laugh amonst the Partners present who said that I was
a bold boy. I was stil]l ceonaidered s Boy-~being but small & delicate"
tMorton, 1929, p.liii).

The in¢ident with the pickets ia, of sourse, direct evidence on the stazt
of an opposition depol at the western end of the Grand Portage. Macdonald
wrota these recollections ar an ¢ld man and his dates appssar T0 be samewhat
in eéyrror. He dated both incidents ae having taken place in 1724, but in
that year Simon McTavish was in England. Perhaps both events took place in
1797 or 1798 when the XY Company was commenting a strong opposition to the
wsider and dewminant fimm.,

Macdonalid'a firest adventure is sigalficant becawse he states that the
firm had “"extengive storey for Furd & Goods ag fwtfits." This reflects
the ovganization of the trade inte cutfits, each of which had its own
geographical territory and which inevitably kept its own packs of fura,
sances, and aguipment pet apart and distisct when they were laft at the
Pigeon River depet. When departing into the interior again, the trads
goods, foodstufis, and equipmeni were organized and kept distinet by
outfits at the depot on the eastern end of the portage. Their distinct
charactar wag maintained while belng carvied over the portage, while in
storage there, and when being loaded into canoea for tranait to the
Horthwest. The zheer necessity of keeping these outfits apart from others
is a powsrful argument for geparats atorage facilities, perhaps by
department, and for a reasonably sophisticvated system of inventory cont-
rel (Innis, 1356, pp. 226-28).

in August of 179%, Alexander Hackenzie, waz at the Grand Portage ap the
agent for the Nerth West Company. While there, he sent off laden north
panves and made arrangements 1o take an inventory of the company’s stocks
of goods and supplilies at Fort Charlotte. Bad weather had made it impossible
o portage x1l of the packs of furas down to the depot on the bay., There
ware vet aboui 400 packs of fure in stoyage at Port Tharlotte (Lamb, 19706,
. 4953,

Tha comments of Alsxander Henry the Younger, who pebt out for the northwest
from Fort Charlotie on July 20, 1800, are of more than casual interest:

Sunday, July 20th. The canoes having been given out to the men. 20 gum
and prepare, I found everthing ready for our departure; and early thig
worning gave ocut to all thelr respective loading, which consisted of
28 pachkages per cance, assortad for the Saulteur trade on Red

riveyr, namely:

Merchandiss, 90 pournds sach, 3 bales
Canal tobacos, 1 bale
Kett.les, 1 bale



—

58

Guns, 1 zase
Tron worka, 1 vase
Hew twigt todbacco, 2 rplis
Leaden balls, 2 bags
Leéaden shot, i mag
Fiour, i bag
Sugar, 1 ke
Gunpowder, 2 kege
High wine, 9 gallons &ach, 10 kegs
Total, A8 piecen”

{Gough, ed., Journagl of Alexande
&“6] .

ez, 1988, vol. !, pp.

The sxpanding XY Company had eastablishments valued at 300 pounds sterling
at: both ends of the Poartage in 18C1 (Thompeon, 1%6%, p. 104).

Henry's incidental note about giving out the north cances to be gumwmed and
preparad for the departure in sdvance of loading them with trade goods is
indirect, but strong, evidence that they had been ptored. At the least,
they would have been housed in large warshouses, Perhaps the liguors and
gunpowder keys were even separated intp more secure arsaes and kept gnder
iock.

An anecdote converning an XY Company "regale” wnich was customary upon the
arrival from, and departure to, the wintering groungs is of more than
casuwal intersst. These avents ooeurred a short distance westward from tLhe
upper end of the Great Carrying Place in 1802 and were narrvated by Gaczge
Nelson:

One of cur brigades, fitted vut I believe, for Fort des Prairies,
glept as usual at Portage la Perdrix, only a few hundred yards from
cur Stores at the norih end of the Grand portage, where they feasted &
got drunk upon theé “regale” that was always given them when they
arrived from, Gr departed for, their winter guartera., Whes they arcse
the next moerning they found thirty Kegs of High Wines [containing 9
Galle. ea.) had all run cutl Upon examination if was found they had
baen bored with twd gimlets holes eachi {Sardon & Nute, 1947, p. 143;.

Nelson’a casual mention of "our Stores at the north end of the Grand
Partage, ® gimply confirms the cvonclugions drawn from inferences and random
ite of information on the existence of a palisaded XY Q0. depot with
atructures at the upper end of the Grand Portage. There can be little
questien but that this firm occupied and used facilities at thie lovation
through 1804, and perhaps into 18045,

George Heriot, writing batween 1804 and 1808, provided this meagar note
cencerning Fort Chariotte; it would seem probable that he was referring to
the 8W Co. facilities:

Fort Charlotte ie placved upon the river la Tourte, which has a
communication with the interlor country: 1t cunsists of a stockaded
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guadrangie, with huildings and gtores within it™ {Heriot, 18867, p.
203y.

In 1836 the Barl of Selkizk was 83id to have bullt "a winter road" between
fort William and Port Chaviotte ap one of his miiizary activitiss against
ke North West Cumpany. He may have aleo had a warehouse, 4 wintering
dwelling and Btore at the upper end of the Grand Portage. it may well be
that these structures werse burned by the NWCe when it again gained controel
af Port William in L1818 ae Major Delafield makes no mention of them when he
vigited the azsa in 1823, f&ilman, 1992, Phe 101 2 & 150-1; Reating,
William M., Narrati %] ristd B p 0f St. Peterm River.
Reprint., {2 vola‘ in 1}, D 138, 2824 H;nneapclzs: Rosa & Hainem, Inc.,
1859, & HcBlroy & Riggas, 1943, p. 406}, Delafield made a reasonably
detailed commesnt about the site which iz below:

Pigeson River i# at this puint a pretty straeam, about 30 yards wide,
and just below the portage tumblies over rapida of considerable height
but not having geen them all, cannot speak of the descent. The falls
af Pigeocn River near the lake are said to be 110 feet high. AT this
end of the Srand Portage, ag at the other, there is scarcely a trace
remaining of ite former cundition except the cleared ground, A few
atumps of burnt pickefs assist in tracing the exient of the former
aenclosures, and that ig ail. It is & pretty place & a profusion of
wild ropes & the sweet paa and high growth of grass, in the absence of
a2}l other considerations, afforded s somentary recongiliation to the
gpot. Fir trees and white birch are the trees of the adiacent country.

The landing plave or dork of the old North West Co. is gtlll eantira
and affords some accommodation. At night heavy rain. Temp. at sun set
60°%: of Pigeon River 2 ft. from surface, 692 (Ibid, p. 406j.

A map of the Grand Portage prepared at about the same time (1822 by
Wnistler (Map 5} depicts the portage in that ysay as cressing the remaine
of 5 large guadrangular ocutline which lay inland a shopt distance frem the
Pigeon River and to the right or east of Snow Cresk. There is not much
gueption but that this wag the depot of the Nurth Wast Company. A amaller
aguare sutline lay to the west and across Snow Creek. The odds are grest
that this was the depot of the XY Company from ca. 17%8 to 1804 or it could
have even bean occupied ag eariy as 1784 by an early rival firm, that of
Petayr Pangmarn, Cregory., Mcleod & Company.

Rewton H. Winchell, Minnesota s State Geologist, was ah the Grand Pogt-
age at lsast three times in the veays 1878, 1880 and 189%3. Having more
than a casual interest in historical matters, he recorded many facts.
#e made notes on the oute and physical nature of the Grand Portage,
ite vegstation, and that it had been heavily wooded untii 1873 when

an accidental fire burned off a forest of pine, aspén, birch, apruce,
tamarack, ard cedar., ALl that was lait was a sirip about 2 miles wide
that began 4 3/4 miles north of the drand Portage Village and extended
northwest along the portags. In 1880, Dr. Winchell made another long
tour of the region. A third visit waa msde in 1893 which produced a map
of the portage, and a well written description of it (Rewton H. winw
chall, Ninth Annual Repoct of the Minneec salogd 3 3
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ﬁ;g&ggg_ggzggx, 1881, pp. 71~73; and The DGy tinneacta, Vol. IV
i@ F ig pp. S00, & 5&4*505) Ke acted from tradit-
;ﬁnal Indaan remsnxacances; that there had been two *forte® on the bay

with housen, and barne for horses. His comsments are now reproduced:

At the upper emi of the portage was ancther gimilar astablishment,
and its vuina are still vigibla in the form of foundatlions that retain
indigtinctly thelr cutlines, and in the old dock, made of cedar logs,
which iz held in place in the muddy bank of the river, and still
serves as a landing for canoes.

In 1892 there were sixty-peven cedar logs proijecting from the
pank near the level ¢f the water, in the form of a platform, supported
on other gedare running in the other direction and on stones. There
ware doubtlass many more ariginally. They are decayed and fraved at
the ands but permanently kept in place by the overlis of red clay on
the landward endes (Winchell, 189%%, p. 501.)

Available written records ave lavgsly blsnk soncerning the Grand Portage
and Fort Chaylotte between 1893 and 1922, Local Indians continued to usge it
and it may well have besn in heavy use during the sarly years of the
twentieth gentury during legging opsrationa on $he adjacent Pigeon River.
Prash, new inteveat in the ragion commsnced in 1932 heravse of the soncern
of Selon J. Buck, Superintendent of the Minnegota Historiesl Socieby.

In April, 1822, A. B. Bawyer, a huwmesteader ilving in Mineral fenter, and
whoee land wa# croamsed by the portage, wrote to the Historical Socclety with
the naws that & neighber of hie had ersctsed a "Road Clomed” wsign across the
portaga moye than 3 yvear beforg. At about the same time, Bdwin H. Hawitt, a
Minneapalis architect, who canced the Pigeon River, intarested the
Historizal Scclety in searching records about the logality. €. €. Walker, a
guide and hunter living at Grand Portage, visited the Society ia sarly July
ef 1922 and informed Society officiale of the danger to the remaing of Fort
Charictte and the upper end of the portage (Solon J, Buck, 1923, The Story
wf the Grand Portage, Minnensots History, veol. &, 1923, p. 27 & Woolworth &
Woolworkh, vel. 1, 1882, p. ix}.

¥r. Walker alsce stated that the wooden walls of Fort Charlotte and tha
palisades around the enclosurs had rotted to the ground, but that the
outlines were all clesrly visible, together with a cellar hole and two
wells. My, Walker wasg also desirocus fthat some steps be taken to preserve
Fort Charictte and the Grangd Portage trail (Ibid:.

This situwation had arisen because of the Dawesg Act of 1889 which author-
ized the extinguishment of Indian title to¢ lands on yreservations, and Lhe
gale of non-sllotted lands. Basically, A reaervation’s lands were to hLe
allotted o individuale, and the surpius thrown open to homestead entry-
At Grand Portage, the land allotments were made ir 1898. At this time, the
rasarvation consigted of game 51,340 acres. Of this sum, 24,191 acrsg wers
allotted to qualified Indians; and 16,041 acree opened toe homestead entry.
A small amount of timber lands were eold to A. V. Johneson, Grand Marais,
Minneacota; angd to D. J. Arpin, Grand Rapide, Kinnesota (Woolworih &
woaolworth, vol. 1, 1982, p. ixy.
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In aarly July of 1822, Cecil W, Bhirk, Field Secretary of the Minneanta
Hisctorical Socliety, and Paul Blims, a feature writer for the Hinnsapclip
Journal, visited Grand Portage village and walked up the historic portage
£ Fort Charlotia. Both men snthusiastically commented on the historis
nature of the village, portage, and ¥ort Charlotte. Paul Blies wrote an
fllustrated feature story for 2 Sunday edition of his newapaper ("Bask Two
Centuries Over Minnssota’' s Oldest Highway To Gldest Fort,® Minneapulis
wournal, July 16, 1922.%

¥ortunately, Shirk also ieft s detailed douynal whioch provides much
information conderning thig expedition. The portion of it which deals with
Fort Charlotte is summarized here:

The party ilanded on Grand Portage Isisnd about 4:00 A.M, on the morning of
July 10, 1922. They were ferrisd across to the village of Grand Portage and
obtained the services of Paul Le Garde 3¢ & guide who conducted them up the
crail %0 the waters of the Pigeon River iCecil W. 8Shirk, "Raport =n .
Expedition to Grand Portage, July 10th, 1822," Minnescta Historical Soclisty
Archivesa}.

Tws fances were on the river hank at the end of the portage and were
launchad fyom this location, 0ld decayed timbers extended ocutward from the
river bBank for a distance of about six fest. Underneath them werg othevrgw—
old logs, so old sand decayed that they were nearly gone. River overflows
had depesited soll to & depth of abouts four inches over them. On the river
bank, about ten feet away and parallel to the bank, ware other oid logse.
These were about half a foot above water level. The men thought they werae
the remains of an old dock or wharf used during the fur trade era {Ibid.},.

Dewey Albinson and his companion had sxplorad this site a faw daye
before. They believed trhat they had found a burisl mound nesar = huge
nine tree. Twid geparats arsas with construction data had been found
which were pragumably palisaded depote of the trade. The gutlines of
several buildings weye located and mapped. The firet, or smaller cloar-
ing, contained a csilar hole about five feot deep which wae surrounded
by a ridge of earth forming the sutline of a building foundation. In
aomé places, thie ridge was about & foot in height. The building was
ahout BY » 12.' Bast of this structurse, and on the edge of the larger
ciwaring, was the outling of ancther structure about 107 x 1%’ in size.
Near these sites wera found twe lines of stones placed at right angles
to wach obther. These remains are ovztlined on the map made by these men
on August 14, 19IZ7 {Albinson & EBastman Map, Minnesota Historival Soc~
iety Arevhives). Albinson also made an exgallent detailed photo-
graphic record of thia work which was donated to the Historical Soow
imby. His photographic negatives and prints are carefully preserved.

“Abita*®, bore the Ojibwe name for the halfway point on the Grand Portage.

*fhe Brook” five yards wide, fliows into the Pigeon River was mentioned by
David Thompson on ABugust 6, 1B22: August 24, 1822; June 30, 1823; June 19,
1823; and Beptember 4, 1824. It wag 135,240 feet or o, 2.87 miles northwest



62
of the South East end of the portage.

*The Carrying Flace"; "Great Darrying Place™; Grand Portage, The
Portage,"the Cid Hoad" and Ritchl Onigum were all names for this historic
route lasding fromn Lake Superior to the Pigsun River angd the northwest.

The Cagcades Trail branchas off from the Grand Portage about e half mile
East of Fort Charlotte.

"the cut in the Hills of Brook®, see "the Netgh,”
*The Fiysft Galle",was seen by David Thompson on September 5, 1824,

“The First River™ is Grand Portage Cresk as it turny aast through a notch
in & stona dike about two miles north of Grand Portage village. It was
obheserved by David Thompson on July 22, 1823,

*Part Charlotta"” wag mentioned by David Thompseon on August 9, 1797; June
29, 1798 July 14, 1798 and August 8§, 1822,

"The Fountain" wap at or between the 8th and %th poses up the portage from
Lake Supericr. Thompeon mentions it August 10, 1822; August 23, 1822; June
30, 1823; Bugust 21, 1BZ3; June 19, 1£Z4; Septembsr &, 1824 & in a&n 1825
note. Thompaon recorded that thie featwurse was 4 miles and a few yards up
the poartage from iis South East end,

"Grand Portayge Creek, The Brook, The Little River are fur trade era
designatisng or from a more modern ers.

*The Measdow" or “Headow Carpaent” wad a grassy area, probably a pose and
10,560 vards or & miles up the Srand Portage from the North Weat Company
depot.. Savid Thompsoen mentions it on August 10, 1833; June 3¢, 1823; June
23, 1824; september 3, 1824 and in &an 18295 note. Jogeph Delafield visited
it on July 12, 1823,

"Mount Bose, The Hilil, The Mountain, Hill behind the fsrt, Sugar Loaf
Mountain, Rose Hill and “Mount Rosis’™ are all from the fur trade ara or
ware used by losal Indians.

*A iiztle mud hole called a spring” was noied by Joseph Delafield on July
13, 1823,

*the littie Rill" was west of Poplar Cresekx and was noted by David Thompson
g June 29, 1823; June 21, 1824; and perhaps on September 4, 1824,

"The Notch” was A claft in a stons dike abkout 2 miles north of Grand
Portage village. Grand Portage Creek and the portage passed through it.
Blso callied the "cut in the Hills.”

“the Parting Trees” were 1940 vards or siightly more than a mile up the
Grand Portage from the wedat gate of the North West Company depot in 1737,

The Pigeon River was 14,3786 yarde or 8 miles and 888 feet up the Grand
Portage from ita Ssuth Bast end.



63

"poplar River or Popple Crsek™, 3 miles North of Srand Portage village, was
aiso called the Thivrd River by Joseph Delafield, It was noted by David
Thompson on June 23, 1823; June 30, 1823; August 20, 1823; Aauguevr 231, 18231;
and in an 182% note. Thompson wrote that this stream wae 4,783 yards up
the porrage from ite South East end. A second "Paplar Creek™ was farther up
the portage.

"Poags” or "Rests” tiumbered 16 or the Grand Portage by the 1790°S, and 18
in 1822,

**he Public Road” laid out by Lieutensnt Thomag Bennett in 1778 at the
eagtern end of the portage, still had this name in 1802,

“the Resting Place™ is about one and one~half miles north of old Highway
No. 6i. Thie pope was traditionally kaown to the locsl Ojibwe Iandians. It
wag about 1 feet north of the portage and was the site of a3 former
gpring. It is near the pection line petween Sectione 2% & 26, THAN, HSE.

*Three Rillse" preseded the "HErook® to those ascending the portage and wers
obgeyrved by David Thompson on June 30, 18423; September 5, 18i4; and an 1825
note. The fivst rill was 220 vards ep $he portage; the second rill was 184C
yvarda; and the third rill wag 2,510 yards up the portage from ite South
Eapt end.

“The fHecond River” had a swmall grassy clearing and was about J miles Korih
of Lake Superior. It appesrs to have been a poege and was noted by Joseph
Delaflield. David Thompaon noted it on July 12, 18214,

“A small Ravipe like a Brook” was noted by David Thompeon on Saptemher S,
1824 while descending the portage.

*The Spring™ was North ¢f the Second River and at an indefinite spot. It
wag aged ap a pose at times.

*snow Creek"” at Fort Charlotte, flows into the Flgeon River.

“The Third River® was about midway on the Grand Portage and was also zalled
the Poplar River from nearky trees. It was commented &n by David Thompson
on July 13, 1BR3.

“The West Gate" of the North Weast Company depot was the starting point for
David Thompeon*s 1798 meagsurement of the portage.

"The wWriting Stongs™ were a location on the portage abouf 1 mile north of
the post office. A large glacial boulder at this apot bore a date that may
have bean 1888 and the pasme, “George Naganib." Bureau of Indian Affalrs
recoyds show Lhat George Nah gah nub was born in 1858. He wag given Grand
Portage Allotment No. 145, dessribed as § 172 8W 1/4, Section 26, T83N,
REE, 80 acres. He was marvied to Hreé. Nancy lLaPlante (Will Leaf, Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Minnesota Agency, Bemidii, Minnesocta, to Mancy L.
Waoclworth, September 30, 19563). Thipg stone waa displaved in the Great Hall
c. 1%53 to 198% put was destroyed in the July, 1969 fire (Cook County News
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Beraild, Cctober %, 1933, p. 1} & *Obpervations on the Great Hall, 1863, by
Ailan R, Woolworthi.

The *Place Namés Along The CGrand Portage™ listed above are partially der-
jved from x two page list at the snd of the Thiessen Notes on the David
Thonpeon Papers; other entriss are in Weolworth & Woolworth, wol. 1, 1982,
pp. 8-213.

In Getober, 13%3, G. Bubert Smith made archeolisglioal tests at the site of
thie touldsr and alsc did extensive research on its insoription. Tha
Haganikh family moved to Srand Portage from Fond du Lac, Minnescta in the
19th century and were well known to membarg of the Grand Portage band in
the 1980°s. Smith's notes on thls work are in hie papers at the Minnesota
Bistovical Seoisty. Many of Ssith’s masuscripte were obtained after his
untimely death in 1972 by Alan R. Woolworth and were deposited at the
Minnesota Historical Socviety.

* Alan R. Wooiworih worked at Grand Portage after the July, 19869 fire and
wag told that the large boulder had been destroved in this conflagration.
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{hapter 8
Chaptey #: Native Flora and Pauns on ths Grand Portage Trail

The Grand Portage region was heavily glaciated about 10,800 yearm ago. Even
today with a forest oover, the uneven topography, gravelly hills and
ridges, samdy cutwash plains, gswamps and rock outorops are prominent. The
aoils are light colored, acid, rather infertile and low in organic matter.
Foreats of the area are largely soniferous. During the 18th and 19th
centurias there were larga groves of sugar maple which were highly vaiued
by the Ciibwe Indians for the sweebt #ap that oould be heilad down into
maple sugayr. Dther species of trees werse yellow birgh, aspen, and white
pine. Wet and swampy ground had black spruce, tamarsgcek, cedar, {ir, white
pine, alder, and white birch {Cleland, 1968, p. 9).

La Vergndrye landed in Grand Portage Bay on Auguet 26, 1731 and moved
inland over the paortage the next day. His forty or more vOyaAgeurs were
dismayed at the length of the three league portage and refused Lo go over
it iBurpee, 19327, pp. 437}. It is very proababla that they were also
appalled at the conditiona of the portage which does not appear o have
heen wessd extengively at this pericod. In June, 1732, La Verendrye returned
to the Grang Portage and went over it to the northwsst. He reported: “I
took graat care to improve all the portsges by which we had toe pase." He
alsne noted that he had raduced the forty-one portages between Lake Superioy
and the northwest to thirty-Ewo (Burpee, 1537, pp. 131, & 437-438;.
Unfortunately, La Varendre did not aention vegetation along the portage.

L& Guardeur sSt. Pierre crossed over the Grand Porgage in 1750 and
recarded hias impressgions of the route in strong terms: *I ghould remark
that this route ig of the most difficult nature; great experience is
BessERary Y0 Rnow the voade. Bad ag 1 had imsgined them, I was supprised ar
the reality, There are thirty-eight carrying places; the first of these is
four leagued,” Here, $t. Plerre is commanting on the entire gystem of
portages Jeading to the northweat. S5till, it is sctable that he mentioned
the Grand Portage and ite length specifically after the La Verendryve family
and their supporters had used it almost 20 vears. Presumably, they would
have improved it considerably {Brymner, Douglas, ed., 1888, "Memoir or
SutAry Joarnal af the Expedltion uf Jacgques Repentigny Legardeur de Saint
g i L3 : Arshivas, p. clix).

s 1767, Jonathan Carver loeated the cance landing site on Grand Portage
Bay as being about one and one~half miles sast of Mount Rosea. Hy
implivstion, the portage would have commenced near thiz lsocation, and would
have meandered northwesterly to & point east of Grand Portage Cresk, and
then northward {Parker, 1%76, p. 172). At this date the area at the mouth
of Grand Portage Creek was forested. It wap cleared within the next two
yvears (Nute, 1%403, pp. 134 & 137%.

Alexander Henry, the Elder, described his passage over the portage in
conaidaerable detall in 177%. He had 16 cances, 54 mes and a large guantity
sf provieionsg. Hig party appears to have cayried their cances over the
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portage along with provislons, eguipment and trade goode,. It is probable
that Eenzry kept hia party together and elowly advanced from pose to posa
pver a weeX iong ordesal. It "was a work of seven daye of gevers and
dangerous exertion.” He described the portage as consisting of two ridges
of land with a deep valley bstween them which had meadowlands and a broad
strean of water., The lowlands were uovered mostly with bilreh and poplar;
the higher aress had a pine cover {Bain, ed., 1301, p. 235}).

In 1806, & competitor of the North West Company attempted to take trade
goods over the Grand Poartage. He was thwarted by a North West Company
wEficial whe felled trees across the portage and creeks. Thus, the portage
was closed for many years (Bumsted, ad., vol. Z, 1987, p. 7Li.

Or, John Bigshy ae secrebtary for the Sritish Boundary Commission, went oves
the portage in 1827, He recordsd that theye ig "...s ridge of maple growing
o oan argillacecus agil, which extends, at least, twanty miles westward
from the Grand Portage. He furnished a few more detsils in another
publicatien., There, he noted that a vidge of sugar maple trees atretched
from Partridge Palle to the Fond du Lae vicinity. These extensive groves
warg wich prized by the Indians as asurcas for delisinug mapls sugar
{Bigaby, 18%0, wol. 2, pp.202-03).

bavid Thompson went over the Grand Portage in 17%7, 1798, 1822, 1823, and
1824, His invaluable notee have documented the types of vegetaticn along
the portage. In 1822 he regerded that the portage was “exceasively
fatiguing as it was covered with an undergrowth of Cedar (7)) and *Hountain
herbags, " and geass. The Foutheast ar lower end of the portage bore a
plentiful orop of resd raspberriess thae same vear., In June, 1824 he traversad
the portage again and commented that the path was obesoured by young trees
and willows that had been crushed down by the heavy winteyr snows. It was
necespary to clear them away with an axe {Thompaon Journals, Reel %, Bound
Volume 24, p. 58 2).

Many detalls about the portage ars in the account of Major Joseph
Pelafieid, American Commissaioner for the boundary survey who traversed the
portage in July, 1823, Notes made from his dournal folliow:

Friday, July 1, [18B23]. ... the Rain obliges me to
encamp., The corn and bread had already Reen conaiderably
expoaad by carrying it that far thro’ the wet bushes. . .
the ¢ld road is so closed with a voung growth of trees and
bughes, that Lt is difficult to carry anything the aize of
& canoa pieve ...

Zarurday, JSuly 12. . . . at the second pviver . ., . At
thies place is a jittle clearing now covered with high
Qrans.

Wadneaday, July 14 [#ic]. Encamp at Piggon River . . .

It i a pretiy plare & a profusion of wild roses & the

swaet paea and high growth of grass, . . . Fir trees and

white Migch are tha trees af the adiacent countyry (Major Juseph
Dalafislid, : atl Boy Yo B Rlary of the first survey
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2f the Canadian Boundary iine from 8, Reqie tvo the Lake of Woodd.
ads. Robert MeRlroy and Thomas Rigge, 1343, pp. 404-406).

Enroute ¢ver the portage in 1849, David Dale Owen, an Anglo-American
gaclogliat, noted that the high valleys had a heavy growth of timber, among
whigh were many Large poplars and white biras. On the topa of the yidges,
red aiay and marl bed were present {David Daia Qwen, 1882, Report of 3

TR Rale i Sur of Wipconai SEwa, and Minnesoba

¢.%,. Hall, & geclogist, on the Minnespta Saological and Natural History
Survey noted chat the denme undergrowth and windfalls on the Pigeon Polnt
Repervation were much greater obstructions along the rivers than away from
then {Winchell, 1881, p. 27).

fr. Winchell commented on the extensive sugar maple groves in the nartheasc
portion of Township 63N, RSE. Here the timber had ant bean Jdestroyed hy
fire and much of it was birch and maple. This was perhaps the only area in
northeaatern Minnesocta where sugsr maples grew Lo a large size. The entive
village of Grand Portage meved Lo the sugarbueh e collect sap for making
maple sugar ia the latter part of March or the first of April, #nd returned
in May (Winchell, 189%, pp. 303-504).

Winchall recorded much about the Grand Portage. In his opinion, it was
atill a good road, axcept where the bridges over the streamsd had not been
replaced. Hany American and Canadisan parties had passed over it uniil the
construction of the Canadian Pacific rasilway that was completed in 1883. It
would soon be only an Indian trzil cbstructsd by brush and fallen treas.

From the village of ¢rsnd Portage, the trail followed the creek about one
and one~hal? miles hefore it left the valley of the creek. Then it
continued in a northwesterly courae. It crossed the Poplar River about 3
miies north of the village at an slevation of 498 feet above the lake.
Next, there wap a level tract one~half mile wide of red glzcial clay, ance
heavily timbered. Paasing the trail notch in the hill range, the trail
descended about 70 feset toe Poplay River and to a glacial plain about a mile
wide. The trail followed thig plain and soon rode, weat of the cresk, to
the gummit of the portage, 743 feet above the lake, azbout five miles from
Grand PFortage vilisage. At & mile and a quarter from the Pigeon River the
trail passed over a low bluff of Lrsp rock (ibid., 1899, pp. 503-06).

Noted Canadian historian Seorge Hryce visited the iaglated village of Grand
PFoptage during ths i8%0’s and mused on ite historic psst while walking
over the abandoned portage (George Bryce, The Hemarkable Historvy ¢f the

Hudscy Bay Company, 1900, pp. 94-853.

Ceoil W. Bhirk, field saaratary uf the ¥innegota Historical Sosisty, and
Alan Eliss of the Minneapcelisg e gtaff went by the steamer America to
Grand Portage in July, 1922, rnair goals ware to visgit the village of Grand
Portage and to inapest the portage and Port Chariotte at itg upper end on
the Plgeon River (Cecil W. Shirk, "Report On Expedition To Srand Portags,
July 10th, 1822, Minnesota Historieal Society Archives:).

The beginning of the portage was ssey to find as it had besn ¢leared for
about twe miles as a possaible route for a highway. The lowsy portion of the
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trail was used perhape a2 dozen times a year as & wagon road. Ancther
section about ITwo milee long had not besn uead for wiagons for some years.
hnothaer asgment about three miles from the viliage wae difficult for travel
as underbrush had spread ovar it. Near the uppser end of the trail, there
was little evidencs of wagon traffic, Here, there wag only a narrow path.
No stunps were presant on the trail and £he path wad well npeaten and firm
axcapt where horses hagd tramped through muddy spots (Ibid.).

For the first two miles, tha portage roee gantly, passing thyrough hirch and
poplar trees ranging from three o eight inches in diametsyr. Shirk 4id not
aae any large, old tress. Ping trees appeared twe miles north of the
village and by £ive miles had begun t¢ predominate. Later, birch and
poplars appeared in large numbers. The firet really large tree seen was a
hugh pisge about one-half way up the portage. Then, more and more of them
ware geen up %0 the Pigeon River., Vegstation wag dense all along the
portage, but the trees ware not thick snough to shut put guynlight, Evidence
of ¢ld forest fires was noted {ipid.),

Many smallier plant specisa were noted. Butiercupe, and dark purple prunella
conatantly underfoot. Most clearings were filled with tall, showy flireweed,
GCow parsnip was freguent with yellow and black~syed dalsies less common.
Hloapoms of wild grapes were alpo observed as was varrow. Patches of wild
Btyawberries wers seen in most clearings {(Ibid).

There wers four places on the portage where detours had recently been made
around large traes that had fallen across the purkage. This mads Mz, Shirk
uncertain to ¢laim that they had followsd the original portage from end to
and. He thought that there was 3 possibility thar detours could bacome
permanent, though it was just ag probadblea that the trall could have gone
pack to its original location oncve the fallan treés were gone. The portage
soil was firmly packed from the thousands of feet that hasd walked owver it.
This made it identifiable even in 1922 (Ibid.;.

Howdayw, the portage was used by three gr four white homesteaders who lived
along it. A few local Indians used it to go te the Pigeon River avea. In
wintar months, a few hunters and trappers traverssd it., Twe canoes were
seen at the Pigeon River., At the cascades of thig stream the forasst on the
Canadian wide had been denuded as far as the eve could see, On Lhe American
side, loggers had cliearsd a space nearly 4 mile sqguare. On ths Pigeon River
near Port Charlotte was a thick growth of pine, birches and poplars. Fort
Crarlette irtself waw covered with hrush, especially hazel bruah angd thorn
appiss. Maps 1 and 19 show natursal featuras and remnant mapis groves.

It muat be notsd that no mentions of wildlife along the portage ware found
in traveler's narvatives. Perhaps most wildiife was frightened away by the
portagers. Rlso, it is probable that individuals on the portage forused
closely on the weather, condition of the portage and other factors
asaouiated with this experience,
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Chapter 9

Chapter 9: Archeological Ressareh Rlonyg the Grand Portage Trail and
Rucomsendations for Fulurs Resesrch Along It

Ko systematic archeclogicsl investigations have been made on the Grand
Portage "Trail;" they have been ingidental and during the courss of other
explorations. E. Dewey Albinson #and Alvan C. Eagtman worked at the aite of
Fort Charloette in July and Aeguet of 1822 for the Minnesota Historical
Society. Thelr accomplishments were remarkable and wers dons on a minimal
budget under adverss oonditions. They produced a unique field map which is
priceless and often reproduced. Ansther invaluable record was a large
geries of annotated photographs and nagatives. Thewe materials are notable
among the Socliety s recorde. It wag my privilege to kasw Dewey Albinson and
to talk with him about this great adventure of his youth.

Initial underwater archeclogical explorations were made at Fort Charlotte
in 1%61, 1963 and July, 1%71 when divers of the Quetico-superior Underwater
Research Project made brief visits to this location. HMore systematic
explorations were made in July and October, 19372 and June, 1973 by teams
lzd by Douglas A. Birk for the pame organization. A general report on this
work as well as a preliminary artifact description by Birk was published in
{(Robart ¢, Wheeler etal., ed., 1375, pp. 37, 39, 44, & 85-33).

E proton magnstometey survey was made at Port Chariotte in 1878 by Raobert
Rickel of the Midwest Archeciogical Centeyr, National Park Service, Lincoln,
Nebraska. A repori was written on the resulta. More detailed mapping was
undercaken af the site in 1979 and proton magnsiometer investigations were
ailso continued by staff members of the Centar [(Robert Hugging and John W.
Waeymouth, "A Magnetic 8Burvey of Port Charliotta, Grand Portage National
Honument, " & Bruce A. Jones, "Historie Site Archeology at Fort Charlotte
Grand Portage National Monument, Minnesota,™ 1980.)

Future Archeclogy Al

Well planned archecloglieal investigationa at key ioccaticons aleng this
pertage have a great poteptial to fursalsh historical and interpretive data
o ity use over many centuries by American Indians, French and Brisish
traders as wall as American citizens#. These sites alsc have an unmatched
potential for on sgite interpretation and could be developed €4 ancourage
were use of tha portage angd would enrich the visitor s experience,

The 15 1o 18 popes are the chaice sites for inivial archeoclogical
investigation with metal detectors. This technigque has worksd well to
locate posesw on the Savanna Portage in Aitkin Counby, Minnesota. Hany of
the posas on the Grand Portage will be found on both sides of the small
Btyreanms cyoaging the portage,. Potable water was essential to gook the
vovageur‘s lved corn rationg and was needed for drinking especially if the
weather wss hot. Investigations could alao be made at the "noteh® where the
portage passes through a cleft in a diabase dike. Other poass may be
situated after cthe route goep over steep hills, rough ground or wet, boggy
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iccations. Some of the more choldce sites which once had grassy meadows
would als0 have Deen good camping areas, An obvious start would be to
galect halil a dozen sites along the portage with good camping locationg and
water sourdes; they <ould be swept with metal detedctors and tested with
small excawvations.

Another promising area of investigation would be te make a careful
gpllation of David Thompson's survey notea, from hig three separate surveys
of the Grand Portage. These ¢ould be indexed by distances along the
portage, key geclogical or gesgraphical features, and thelr place names am
lisved in hip notes. Thig woulid lead te the elimination of some duplicate
sites and would point more specifically io locations used for camping or
phBed.

$till another obvicus line of future investigation would be ¢o field a
small survey team of perhaps three traiced purveyors to maka a re-survey
of the portage from Thompson's [ield noteg, and to make detalled mape,
phatographico records, ete. to permanently record the more notable features
antgd courses of this hidtoric poxtage. It iz possible that this methodslogy
eould provide a large body of interpretive dara for future use along the
portage., An sxamination could also be made of the available aerial photo-
graphs which were little used during the present atudy.

Investigations should be made in cooperation with ihe Grand Portage Band af
Chippawa to locate the traditional Indian villages near the sastern and of
Grand Portage Bay. This suggestion is made becaude Tthis location appedrs to
be the site of the prebietoric and early historio commencement of Che 4rand
Portage. It would have alas been the eite wheve hundreds of Imdliana from
the northweatern tribes camped when they came to the Grand Portage Bay to
trade with local Isdiane or #rench traders before the coming of British
tradsrs. :
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Chapter 10
Chapter 10: History of Land Use Alony the Grand Portage Trail

From about 1768 to 1803 British fur traders controlled the land at the
start of the Grand Poritage. When they removed to Thunder Bay in Sritieh
Horth Ameriss the land raverted to the local band of Chippewa Indians. From
31838 into the 1B&Q'p the Amarican ¥Fur Company opeérated a fishing station in
the ares east of bthe mouth of Grand Portags Creek. Many loval men worked as
fishermen or in packing fish in barrels for shipment. In 1884 the Grand
Portage band signed the Treaty With The Chippewa, 1854 ceding their lands
along the north shore of Lake Saperior. In return, the Pigeon Rivey
HRewsrvation was created for them (Charlea J. Kappler, Indian Affaira. Laws
ngd Tr s, wol. 2, 1904, pp. £48-652).

Gradually, governmental servicss in the form of annuity goods, foods, and
taoley, were provided. A school was bullt, and efforts made to educate all
who were willing to lesrn. Houses were built, and eguipment provided for
farming on the hareh, rosky terraln. In 12556, a village plat was surveyed
and lotg of $% by 198 fest were staked out. A lot was given ta sach Indiasn
whe would build a house on it. A wareshouse was built near the beginning of
the portage for etorage of annuity goods. A wharf was alge built nearby
and the U.$. Indian Depariment essentislly contyrolled the area up to o,
1240. Over the years, twa sets of Indian Service struchures were erected on
or near the beginning of the portage {Woolworth & Woolworth, 1982, wol. 1,
p. 1503,

By 1B71, hopes that farming would work had faded; fortunately, wild rice
was plentiful and fishing was productive. CGradually, many of the Indian
men found work ag packers to carry food and squipment from the lakse into
Canadian areas being explored for minerals. Others worked as lumberijacks
in the woods or hunted, fighed and trapped in the winter. In the eariy
L8808 many local residents moved to Grand Marais for work on a large
governmeént harbor proijesct. By 1800 logging on lccal furests had developw
gd. Many people now cut and gold timbey from thely allotments (Ibid, pp.
183 & 198).

The Lawes Act of 1887 authorized the alloktment of ressrvation lande to
individual Indians and the sale of non-allotted lands. An agresment bet-
waen the Grand Portage Band and the U.S. government in 1889 guthorized
this program for their reservation. Onge iands had been surveyed and
aliotted to individuals, the surplius was purchaged by the federal
govermment and opened to homestead entries. At ¢rand Portage, land
allotments were made in 1896. At this date, the reservation consisted
of about 51,340 acres. How, 24,191 acres were allotiesd to qualified
Indiane and 15,041 acres were openad for €0 homestead antry. A small
amcunt of timber bearving land was gold to A.Y. Johnmon, Grand Marais,
Minnegcta and to D.J. Arpin, Grand Rapids, HMianesota. The Pigeon River
Lumber Company was formed in the fall of 15060 o log on this river and
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cantinued to cut pine tress up Lo 1919 {El;nu: Bary, Lambgrlng in tne
Pigaon River Waterghed, Thunder B : By ans

g§§§;gg, vol. 4, 1976, pp. 3- 5 &

In June, 1907, advertisemente in local newepapers offered ressrvation
timber to commercial firme. Dangercus forest fires swept down on Grand
Portvage village in 1%08, destroving timber, By 1909 population had declined
as many loecal rescurces were exhausted. Moast jand within Grand Portags
viliage belonged to the local band. Efforts st subslstence farming wers
gradualiy abandoned. Homesteads were made along the upper portions of the
Grand Portage abour 1512 and hopefal settlers began to hack out ¢learings
and to build houses (fhid, pp. 198-198;.

& few random notes from 1915~1%16 issues of the Cook County Herald, shed
light on continued local use of the portage:

May 18, 1915, Jawee Morrison and family made 800 pounds of
maple sugar on the *0ld Sugarbush Trail’ about halfway to
Swampy Lake."

~~~~~~ wwmm== Jog Fisgher with the government team tock two
canoes up to the Pigeon River.,

Hay 20, 1915. {Building a road to Port Axthur, Ontaric.)

July 1, 1%15. Jeve Hunter and Jercme Naganih finished brush-
ing osut & new road along the lake ghore to Godirey Montfer-
rand’s house.

Auguet 26, 1815, (News of the f{irst avtomobile over the new
raad to Port Arthur, Oniario.d

Decesber 16, 1%16. W.H. Foote from Port Brthur arrived in
Grand Porsage. He had £o0 ford the Pigeon River as thers was
ne bridge across it

A loral ¢risis developed when setilere enrcached on the Grand Portage. One
of tham even placsed & "Road Closed™ aign acrozs the portage o. 1921. B few
losal rasidents contaccted the Minnescta Historieal Society and asked for
ssgistance Lo preserve the portage and the remains of Fort Charlotte. This
aroused the interest of Dy, $olon J. Bugk, superiantandent of the Bistorical
Socisty and ied to the long term involvement of this institution at Grand
Portage (Motes on Activities of the Himnesora Histeorical Socisty at Fort
cnarzotte in 1922, Twenty~Second Bienniai Repurt of tha Minnesots Histopw

: 1923:28-29) & WwWoolworth & woolworth, vol. 1, p. ix, 1%82:.

In July, 1%22, E.Dawey Albinson and Rivan C. Eastman, under the auapicss of
the Minnesostsa Hiestorisal Socliety, cams Lo Grand Portage to explore the
portage and Port Charlotie. Fortunately, these men prepared a detajled map
cf the gite. Ceg¢il W. Shirk, fimld sacretary, Minnesota Historival Socclety,
also visited the area and wrote a detailed avcount of his vigit which is
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summarized. The start of the portage wae sisy to find for its firet two
milee had bean clesred by local residenta in anticipation of a possible
highway. Now, the routs was a wagon road, being used perhaps a dozen tives
% yaar. Thers wazd much evidence te shiwr that the portage had been in
continuous use for many vearg. As an example, thersa were no tree atumps in
the path. The ground was beaten and firm axcept where horses had gone
through muddy spots {Ceclil W, Shirk, "Repor:i On Expedition To Grand
Portage, July 10th, 1822,7).

three or four settlers had havked out amall clearings in the brush along
tha route, The first clearing, about two miles nortl cof the village wasa
that of €.C. Walker. Two miles farther, they ¢rmssed Highway No. 1 which
lad %o Fort William, Ontario. A sepond clearing was about one-~half mile
inland from the highway c¢rogsing. Three mileg farther from the highway wan
the clearing of E.0. MeGirath, At sach claim, from one to three agreze had
haen cleared and & gabin or shack erected {Ihid.),

At this date, the route was ussd by the three or four homasteaders along
ice gourse, by local Indiana going $o the Pigeon River, and a few hunters
s trappers in tha wintsy., Two canceg ware found near the upper end of the
portage indicaving that iocal people ztill used a site above the rapids to
launch them {Ibid.}.

Archeslogical work gommanced on the North West Company depot site in 1936-
32 on land belonging £o the drand Portage band «f Chippewa Indians., This
jed to the reconstruction of the Great Hall and a stockade surrounding the
depot. In 19538 this land and much of the portage was donated to the federal
govarnment and became the Grami Fortage National Monument {Woolworth &
Woolworth, vwol. 1, 1382, pp. 225-226%,

In more racent years, the Mational Park Service historian EBrwin ¥. Thompson
Ma Pian. 1973 for the monument which cites the basic
ehiwctives of "preserving an area containing unigque historical values:®
"Te recreate the nistorio scene;”™ and "To interpret the roie of the Grand
Portage.” Honument superintendent Anthony L. hnd&raen wrote an nterprative
Proapectus for the monument in 1981 angd an 35 ypessment in
1986. National Park Service historian Ron &ockrali prep&re an ddmin-
istrative History for the monument in (582 that wasg revised in 1983.
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Chapter 11
Chaptsy 11: Sumsary sand Canclusions

Srand Portage ¥ational Mosnument lies on the rugged north shore of Lake
Superior in sxtreme northesstarn Minneaota. It s compomed of a partially
restored late 18th cantury fur trade depot; the unique Grand Portage
"trail®; and Fort Charlotte on the Pigeon River. The "Great Carrying Place™
or Grangd Portage originated in prehistoric tismes as a route around
impaspable chasmg and rapids in the lower Pigeon River. It led from a
guiet, sheltered bay on Lake Superior for more than eight miles to fhe
pigeon River. This waterway was the gateway to the fur rich regliun of Rainy
Lake, the Lake of the Woods, the Red River of the Rorth, the Saskatchewan,
and the Athabasca Country. Several tribes of Indiang lived is the region
until the zoming of French traders ¢. 1660 who cootrolled it sntil 1760,
British traders dominated this northern fur trade smplire until hhay moved
to the mouth of the RKaminiegtiguia River shortly after 1800. The new United
States of America gradually t6ok possession of the frand Portage area in
the npinsteentl centary.

The Grand Portage "trail” is the monument’s maior historic rescurce, buf
until sow there hag nout been & conmprehensive study to guide cultuzal
regource praservation, nstural rescurcss management, and the interpretation
of this unigue aspet. Mors rasearch and planning is naeded to provide
gpecific data to guide future archeological redearch, historie
pregervation, and interpretive uses of Lthe hiatoric portage. Collectively,
this information can become porticns of a Trail Management Plapn.

The Scope of Work for the prasent atudy sutlines ten areas of research
which relate to the nature, uges and history of the Grand Portage from late
prahigtoric Limes into the ninteenth century.

Centurieg ayo northersn American Indiane began the developsment of their
graceful poriable birch hark canoes. This teshasicogical inssvation opaned
the waterways of northern Horth America and asacciated forestsad lands to
the American Indian. A clesely related invention was the portage collar
which was a broad leather strap used to pack baggage over a portage. Stored
foozl supplies ware alsc esgential to the survival of these Indians and an
integrated aspect of thelr lifeways. In the spring they camped at maple
gugar tree groves te gelilect and condense maple sap into maplie sugar, 4
gtaple foud source in the northern forested region. Of egual importance was
the procesaing and storing of wild rice which provided ancother staple focd
aupply for these Indian peoples and the fur traders.

American Indlans and fur traders regarded a poartage as & Cazrying placs
hetween water routes. Portages were distinguished from roads by their
relatively short distances and the portager’s need to cargy their canoes
and suppiiss with from one waberway to another {Vogsl & Stanley, 19891,

P2}

The history of the European fur trade and the sxploration of the Northwest
doss not ancurately refledt the isportance of portages in the development
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of reagional transportation systems. Ingreasingly, scholarg are coming to
view portages as vital connecting links in a ¢ontinent wide transportation
systen., They were sajor features in the historical geography of the fur
trade.

poartages devaloped informally and spontansously ag venacular landscapes and
euitural landforms with recognizable attributes auch as topography,
vegetation, place names, camp sites, and buried archeslogical deposiis
{Vogel & Stapley, 1%%1, p. 12).

There have been only a few minor studies of portagee as archeclogical
eites. Indeed, their study has scarcely begun. Moust portages of medium
length had camps &t thelir terminals, Often, there were camps at mid points
where there were creeks, permanent gprings, oY grassy areas. Every long or
difficult portage had posss or resting places that served as resting places
for weary voyageurs and temporary colliestion paoints for portaged materials.
Camp# were often at their ands and mid pointa.

Three key geographical features at the Grand Portage locality made it the
best water route betweén the upper great laked and the northwest. These
were: (1) & shelterad bay on the north shore of Lake Superior with level
land for tyading facilities; {(2) & relstively sasy portage around the
impassable lower Pigeon River; and {3} the Pigeon River itaelf which was an
excallent natural waterway lsading to the Horthwast {(Weolworth, in: Bhers
Two Worlda Meet, by Carslyn Gilman, 198%, p. 110},

The Grand Portage lies well within the Canadilan biotie province with a
rugged, ylaciated terraln, poor swils and & cool colimate. The region had
heavy standz of timber around lakes and streams. Dominant tree species were
coniferove, but & few localitisp had mspie augar groves. Fir, pine, spruce,
tamarack, cedar, white birch ang aspen were common species.

Large animals were comparatively scarce. Figh formed a more stable food
ruagource, hut gurvival was heavily dependent on the zallegtion and
preservation of wild foods such as maple sugar and wild rice. Thewe factora
restricted Indian populatlon growth.

Daspite these Jdrawhacka, the Grand Porbtage ssrvesd ag a pagsage to the
narthwest for centuries into the prehistoric ers. The coming of Europeans
and manufactured trade goods began an extengive fur trade era over the
tirand Portage.

The recurded French fur trade over the portage began in August, 1731 when
the great explorey, Pisrre Gaultier 4 lLa Verendryve landed in Grand Portage
Bay and sant men, Cances and trade goods to Rainy Lake. The La Verandrye
family were sucoeeded ¢. 1750 by Jamee Legardeur, sieur de St. Pierre. Tha
lase prominent Pronch trader was the Chevalisr de La Corpne; French trade
pver the portage clossd o, 1760,

The British congquered Canada in 1759 and their merchants went rapidly inteo
tha upper great lakes region. By 1761, they were at the Grand Poxtage and
went into the northwest., Hy 1767 they were wintering among Indian tribes
and a fur trade rendezvous had begun at the Grand Portage. The British
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trade grow swiftly; by 177% large guantities of trade goods and suppliss
werse haken to Grand Portage and associations of traders cooperated. A firm
informmally calied the "North West (ompany® developed by 1778 and was
reorganized in the mid 17807e under shrewd financierw. This company grew
rapidly and within a few years dominated the fur trade of the northwest.
kround 1755-1787, it erected a great inland fur trade depot near the
western end of Grand Portage Bay. Diplomacy to end the American
Revelubionary War gave the newly formed United States the area below the
mouth of ths Pigeon River. By 1B02, the North Rest Company had moved to the
mouth of the Raministiguia River in British North Amarica.

Brictish and American attention On the Grand Portage renawed in the 1B20‘g
with a oumber of detajled surveys made of the portage. The most detailed
work was done by the British geographer, David Thompson. Comparable
american surveys weres alan made,

There are manpy portages and trails in the vicinity of Grand Portage Bay
with most of them aesociated with the local Olibwe Indian food guest. Some
of thesge roytes are centuriss ld and & few of them are still in use asp
romads today. Most of them are depicted on Map 1§,

The alignment of the Grand Portage appears to have baen «losely aassociated
with geologival forms alonag its route and haw probably changed littlie since
the late 18th century. Most maps from the 1820’8 onward give the same form
to the portage. Davigd Thompson made detailed couree records of at least rwo
of his seasured surveys along this portage. Thess# notes can bhe used to
study the route in detall today and for comparison with its course in the
i820'a, and the sarlier fur trade era. Little information is avaijabile
aoncerning temporal or asasonal changes in the Grand Portage routes or

al ignments.

A wealth of information is at hand concerning the European manufactured
goods carried over the Grand Portage for trade. In general terms, thege
obiecte transformed Indian i1ife, made it more produrtive and rewarding. The
fur trade also introduced firearms and alchoholic liguers in grest guantite
ies. Ligquor devastated many tribes and caused gyeat hardships. Other
imports such as cloth were substantial contributions to Indian life.

¥uch space and effort has besen devoted %o providing detailed data on the
physical and locational aspects of the portage. Tt appeare pointlisss to
attempt to sumarizs it here. Among the key features of the portage are its
aeries of twenty eight glace names which relats mostly tn water couraes
acyroas the portages with a few of them being tied to probable poses or camp
#gites.

Much information congerning the native fiora alonyg the portage is given in
Chapter Eight. Most of it deals with the listing of tree species cobperved
along the portage by travelers. It would be rewarding to tabulate and
compare this information in a chroneological manner argd also at different
key points along the route. Zome of this information might be useful in
reatoring vegetation in some areas along the portage. A study shoulid be
made of the relict maple grover used by the CGramd Portage band of Oiibwe.
Many of them are shown on Map 12,
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Only & wvery liittle archeological research has been done along the pore-
age and meost of it relates to Pori Charlotte. Thars, many fur trade
sbructures were mapped by Albinson and Bastman in 1%22. The site then
lay untouched wntil the Quetico-Superior Underwdtsr Hesearch Project
worked there off of Fort Charlotte in 1961, 1963, and 1971. National
Park 8egrvice archecloglets began work at Fort Charlorie in 1978 with
proton magnetomgter surveys that ended in 1980, A small amount of
archaclogizal work was done by Alan R. Woolworth at the Southezst end
of the portage adjacent vo Lake Superior in 1962 {"Archeolegical
Exvavationsg at Grand Portage National Monument in 1%62." By Alan R.
Woolwarth, 1968%.

It is probable that archeonlogical raeearch and tests along the portage
would lecate at least half a dogen poees and & number of allied features
mich as temporary camps. Theae locations would have a great potential for
osa~gite~intearpretation of the portage and would asrve L0 encturage vis-
itation and to enrich the experiences of wisitors. Comparstively little
information is provided in Chapter Ten on the History of Land Use along
the Portage. This subisct has been cuvered in detail for the fur trade
era and weil inte the 1%th century. The major rescurce for agditional
information un the use of the Grand Portage in the late 19th and sarly
20th centuries lies in the Grand Marals, Minngsota nswapapers. Those

can be readily examined by the monument historian or cther staff members
in future winter monihs.
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