GAME 17

BC LIONS @ SASKATCHEWAN ROUGHRIDERS
TAYLOR FIELD

SUNDAY OCTOBER 25 1998

Radio: CKNW TV: NONE

Quote
“It’s not so much a matter of what plays you use as how you use your players.” (Lou Holtz)
TAIL OF THE TAPE

It’s come down to the final two games of the year for the BC Lions.  

With the Roughriders loosing October 16, the Lions win over Edmonton nailed down a play-off spot.  They will play the same Eskimos in the first round, but where?  Should BC win their last two and Edmonton lose their last two, it would be the first play-off game at BC Place in 11 years.  If any combination of a loss or win, and it’s back to Edmonton for the Western Semi Final.  The Lions proved that they are in the driver’s seat Sunday, going into Commonwealth Stadium and laying a licking on the frustrated Eskimos.  Loosing the previous three meetings to the Green and Gold just proves “you’re only as good as your last game.”  So the hunt for a home play-off date starts tonight with the third date with the Saskatchewan Roughriders.  Saskatchewan, who are mathematically out of the play-off race, is going to be strong, playing the spoilers.  These two teams met two weeks ago under the Dome, when both teams had identical records looking to get out of the basement.  The Lions won 31-14.  The Lions are on a four game winning streak, while the Roughriders have not recovered and have lost there last two.  This game could have been labeled a play-off spot showdown is now a play-off tune-up for the RED-HOT BC LIONS … LETS GET READY TO RUMBLE.

COACHES
Greg Mohns for Coach of the Year! Since Mohns has taken over this team of under achievers, they have gelled into the hottest team in the Canadian Football League.  Dominating the Eskimos in front of their own fans and convincingly beating Saskatchewan, Calgary, and Hamilton.  These guys are on a role.  The next two games will be play-off tune-ups, hoping to carry their winning momentum into the play-offs.  Coach Mohns is confident that this is a great football team, which could easily do damage in the play-offs and run the table to contend for the final drink out of the precious Grey Cup.

Jim Daley leads the Saskatchewan Roughriders.  Daley was named the Head Coach of the Riders before the 1996 season.  In only his second season as Head Coach, he directed the Green and White to the Grey Cup.  In his first and third season the Riders have been out of the play-offs.

QUARTERBACKS
Damon Allen was accurate spreading the ball around last week, leaving the pocket the odd time and finding the open receivers.  He will be quick to tell you that it’s easy to find receivers when the offensive line plays as well as it has been.  The line gave Damon lots of time, plus shut out sacks from one of the CFL’s best defensive line.  With the likes of John Huffnagel, Joe Poapoa, Danny Barrett, Adam Rita and Damon Allen, was there any doubt that this offence would sooner or later come together and dominate.

RUNNING BACKS
With Robert Drummond in the line-up the offence has increased their firepower, but Juan Johnson is still a big weapon, rushing for his fourth consecutive 100-yard game. Juan is running his way to a CFL Rookie of the Year award.  With this backfield, the Lions have the luxury of creating mismatches.  They can play with two backs, one back or even an empty set backfield.  Once again the offensive line is the cause.  They have dominated the trenches, opening holes and creating a much-needed running game.  

DEFENCE
The Lion’s front four led by the “DAVE” combination.  Dave Benefield and Dave Chaytors, were ferocious with constant pressure vs Edmonton.  Benefield was the CFL Lineman of the Week for his part in the Edmonton win.  Antonio Armstrong looks like the solution the Lions have been looking for in the middle linebacker spot.  Coach Mohns on his defence, “with the addition of Picasso Nelson, Rafael Robinson, Herman Smith and Antonio Armstrong, we have turned a pretty good defence into an awesome defence.” “The fact that this defence has only been together for three weeks proves that there is potential for the them to get better and better each week.”  Lion’s rookie defensive back Steve Muhhamd is currently tied for first in the CFL with Hamilton’s Orlando Steinauer with eight interceptions and is our second candidate for Rookie of the Year.

SPECIAL TEAMS

The Lions added Hank Ilesic to the line-up in Edmonton to help out on kick-off duties.  Mohns is happy with his performance.  The real delight on special teams this year has been the performance of Rod Harris.  Harris, who took over the special team return duties when Jim “the jet” Cunningham and Alfred “the frog” Shipman were sidelined, has been a great fill-in for the two guys who arguably were the best special team returnees in the league.  Harris currently has 370 yards on punt returns and 844 yards on kick-off returns.  Lui Passaglia continues to show that age means nothing.  He is 75% on field goals and averaging 44.0 yards per punt.

LION CHANGES (a look at the last couple weeks)
This will be the fourth week in a row the Lions will go into a game with virtually the same line-up as the week before.  The addition of kick-off specialist Hank Ilesic was the only change last week.

NEW LION LOOK (Lions not in your media guide)
TROY BAILEY
Defensive End
6.03
271
Oregon
Signed as a free agent by the Detroit Lions of the NFL last year.  Played four-seasons at Oregon.  Made 32 tackles with three sacks as a senior.  Born September 3, 1973.

EDDIE BROWN
Wide Receiver
5.11
190
Iowa State University

Signed as a free agent by the Montreal Alouettes this year after playing in Edmonton the last five years.  Eddie has had three 1000-yard receiving seasons in the last five years.  A deep threat that can also handle kick-off and punt returns.

STEVE HARDIN 
O-Tackle
6.07
310
OREGON STATE

Steve comes to the Lions from the Indianapolis Colts.  Hardin was on the Lions roster last year as an import.  In the off-season Hardin was considered a Non-Import by the Canadian Football League and was forced to go into the 1998 CFL College Draft.  The Lions drafted him in the 1st round, 3rd pick over-all.

ROD HARRIS

Slot back

5.11
198
Texas A & M

This will be Rod’s 9th year as a professional football player.  Selected by the Houston Oilers in the 4th round 104, overall, in the 1989 NFL Draft.  He was with Houston, New Orleans, Dallas and Philadelphia before being signed by the Sacramento Gold-Miners in 1993.  Last year with Saskatchewan, Rod caught 47 passes for 703 yards with 3 touchdowns.  Signed by the Eskimos in the off-season and was released in training camp. Rod was a CFL All Canadian and a West division All-Star in 1993-94 while with the Gold-Miners.  Scored an 85-yard receiving touchdown in his first game as a Lion vs Saskatchewan July 24th.

HARRIS RECEIVING STATS

YEAR
TEAM



NO
YDS
AVE
LG
TD

1993
SACRAMENTO

90
1379
15.3
56
7

1994
SACRAMENTO

86
1280
14.9
58
9

1995
SHEREVPORT

8
95
11.9
24
0

1996
SASKATCHEWAN

58
655
11.3
31
0

1997
SASKATCHEWAN

47
703
15.0
59
3

1998
BC



40
697
17.4
85
5

ROCKY HENRY
Wide Receiver
6.00
187
Utah

The Calgary Stampeders waived Rocky at training camp.  He played with the Dallas Cowboys of the NFL in 1998.  The 187-pound wide receiver from Utah appeared in 10 games as a senior and caught 42 passes fore 525 yards and five touchdowns.  Rocky’s father, Lloyd Henry, was an All-American receiver at Northeast Missouri before playing three years in the NFL with the Miami Dolphins and Washington Redskins.

HANK ILESIC

Kicker
6.01
215
St Joseph H.S.

Hank joined the Lions on October 18 to specialize on kick-offs.  His first game back was against the Edmonton Eskimos.  The last time Hank was on a CFL football field was in 1996 while with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats.  Hank first signed with the Edmonton Eskimos in 1977.

ALFRED JACKSON

Wide Receiver
6.00
183
SAN DIEGO
Alfred had a team high 79 catches for, 1,322 yards with 10 touchdowns last year with the Lions.  In the off-season Jackson opted for the NFL and a try-out with the Baltimore Ravens.  He was released by the Ravens just prior to the start of the regular season.

JACKSON’S RECEIVING STATS

YEAR
TEAM
NO
YDS
AVG
LG
TD
1993
Winnipeg
13
194
14.9
60
2

1994
Winnipeg
41
901
22.0
88
7

1995-96

NFL

1997
BC
79
1322
16.7
73
10

1998
BC
23
300
13.0
47
1

DERRICK LEWIS, Corner Back, 5.10 180,
JACKSON STATE

Signed with the Tennessee Oilers as an un-drafted free agent on April 20, 1998.  Four year starter at cornerback at Jackson State, where he racked up 186 tackles and 10 interceptions.  ESPN/Sportsticker Division 1-AA All American selection and First-Team All-Southwestern Athletic Selection as a senior.

PICASSO NELSON
Linebacker
6.0
205
JACKSON STATE

Signed as a free agent with Argonauts in May of 1998.  A former All-American safety at Jackson State University, he anchored the defence from 1992-95.  He was named the Southwest Athletic Conference Defensive player of the Year in 1995 where he led the NCAA in interceptions with eight and was named to both the Senior and Hula Bowl games.

MARK NOHRA
Running Back
5.11
220
UBC
Mark comes to the Lions from Buffalo Bills after being released on the final cut day of the NFL.  Nohra was a vital part to the UBC Thunderbird football team that won the Vanier cup last year.  Nohra set three UBC records while at college, most carries in a single game (48) most yards rushed in a single game (351), most yards total offence (413).  1997 All Canadian and Hec Crighton Award winner.   The Lions are looking for Mark to make a direct impact on special teams and the starting offence.

RAFAEL ROBINSON

Linebacker
5.11
200
WISCONSIN

Rafael is a versatile player that played for four seasons with the Seattle Seahawks before signing as a free agent with the Tennessee Oilers on March 26 1996.  In his first season with the Oilers, Robinson recorded two of seven career starts and a total of 70 NFL Games.  His career stats include 1.5 sacks, 3 fumble recoveries, 4 forced fumbles and 2 interceptions.  He played in 3 games in 1997 for the Oilers.

HERMAN SMITH
Defensive End
6.05
277
PORTLAND STATE

Herman Smith signed with the Lions on September 2 to provide BC depth along the defensive Line.  Having played in the National Football League, NFL Europe and the CFL in 1994, he brings years of playing experience to the Lions.  Smith comes to the Lions after being a late cut by the Dallas Cowboys.  In 1997 Smith was with the San Francisco 49ers, was released and played in London with the Monarchs where he had played the previous three years.  He played with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats in 1994, playing three games recording 5 tackles and a 1 STT.  Smith has been involved with the United Way throughout his career.  He has a son, Herman IV and a daughter, Jeta.

LAST WEEKS GAMEBALLS VS EDMONTON
Juan Johnson
rushed for his fourth consecutive 100 yards game.  Finished the day with 16 carries for 118 yards.

Sean Graham
one reception for a 17 yard touchdown.  Returned a blocked punt 50 yards for a touchdown.  His third attempt at a touchdown in the first quarter was ruled he caught the ball out of bounds.  Video later showed he was clearly in and was pushed out by the defender.

Damon Allen
attempted 28 passes, completing 15 for 192 yards and one touchdown.  Rushed six times for 26 yards and one touchdown.

Antonio Armstrong
starting at middle linebacker for the second time in as many games, Antonio recorded six solo tackles and one knockdown.

Daved Benefield
recorded one tackle and three sacks.  Dave and the rest of the Lions’ defensive line were in Archer’s face all day.

THE RECORDS
LIONS RECORD VERSUS THE ROUGRIDERS (since 1954)


GP
W
L
T
F
A


136
60
72
4
3155
3070

LAST FIVE GAMES VS THE ROUGHRIDERS

REGULAR SEASON WEEK 15

SASKATCHEWAN ROUGHRIDERS 14 @ BC LIONS 31 – 22,465
The Saskatchewan Roughriders flew to Vancouver this week to take on the BC Lions in a game with huge play-off repercussions.  Both teams entered action sporting similar 5-9-0 records and tied for third place in the West Division.  Saskatchewan scored first in the match when kicker Paul McCallum nailed a 47-yard field goal at 2:56 of the opening quarter.  Lui Passaglia got the Lions on the scoreboard at 5:19 when his 61-yard punt sailed into the end zone for a single.  The see-saw battle continued into the second quarter with neither team scoring until QB Steve Sarkisian, who replaced starter Reggie Slack who left due to injury in the first quarter, found RB Mike Saunders for a 10-yard scoring play at 6:05.  However, BC responded quickly when at 9:38, QB Damon Allen teamed up with SB Eddie Brown for the major.  Passaglia’s convert tied the game 11 points as both teams went into the locker room at half time.  In the third quarter the Lions picked up where they left off, as Passaglia struck 15-yard FG giving their first lead of the game at 3:19.  At 10:05 BC scored again, when Allen threw his second TD of the night to Rod Harris for an 18-yards strike.  BC began to pull away in the final stanza of play when tackle Moe Elewonibi caught Damon Allen’s screen pass and rumbled four yards for the score at 9:25.  BC Place exploded with cheers, as it was certain the Lions were going to win.  The victory propelled the Lions into sole possession of third place in the West Division.  

REGULAR SEASON WEEK 5, FRIDAY JULY 24, 1998

BC LIONS 25 @ SASKATCHEWAN ROUGHRIDERS 20 – 25,055

The winless BC Lions traveled east to Taylor Field to play the defending Western Division Champion Saskatchewan Roughriders under cloudy skies.  Saskatchewan jumped out to an early 1-0 lead on a Lammle kick-off that sailed into the end zone for a safety.  MacCallum put the Riders up by four with a 49-yard field goal at 11:13.  Passaglia got the Lions on the board 0:16 of the 2nd quarter with a 32-yard field goal.  Lion’s quarterback Damon Allen then struck pay dirt, with 85 yard touchdown pass to Rod Harris.  Passaglia’s convert was good and the Lions were out front with a 10-1 lead.  After a Passaglia field goal, the Lions went to the bag of tricks.  Jim Sandusky catches a Allen pass on the his own 43 yard line, he stopped and punting the ball 57 yards into the Rider end zone, The Lions quarterback then raced down field making the tackle for the 1 point.  Head coach Adam Rita said later that Jim and he had been working on that play since the early eighties but that was the first time it worked right.   The seesaw battle continued into the second half as the teams exchanged field goals from 28 and 32 yards respectively.  Passaglia’s 69 yard punting single at 8:57 of the fourth increased the Lions lead to 11 points.  That lead was short lived however, as the Riders went in for a TD at 6:00 for the games second major.  Drummond quickly re-established the 12-point cushion for the Leos with a 66 yards rushing touchdown.  The Riders struck again with a late TD by Curtis Mayfiled, and then proceeded to re-cover the on sidekick.  The Lions defence held tough and the Lions won their first game of the year 25-20.  The Loss dropped Saskatchewan from first place in the West.

LAST YEAR

June 26
Saskatchewan 24 @ BC 23 

18,881

The BC Lions opened 1997 at home vs the Green Riders.  With 1:36 left in the game, Saskatchewan’s quarterback Kevin Mason led the Riders 75 yards for the win.  The hit of the night and maybe the year, was when Mike Trevathan came back to help Damon Allen get outside from a pressuring KD Williams. KD never saw it coming.

August 15
BC 39 @ Saskatchewan 26 

28,556

Damon Allen passed for 308 yards, Trevathan was the hot target catching 7 ball, for 123 yards, but the story of the night was Sean Millington who set a BC single game record by rushing for 212 yards on 26 carries. 

September 7
BC 12 @ Saskatchewan 46

22,296

Reggie Slack and the Roughriders had complete control of this football game.  Slack was 16 – 27 for 261 yards and two touchdowns.  The Lions stats were not as bad as the score. Allen was 27 – 45 for 293 yards, but it was the same old story they could not put points on the board when needed.

October 10
Saskatchewan 26 @ BC 19

22,399

The scoring started when Damon Allen hit Alfred Jackson with a 49 yard touchdown pass.  After a Passaglia field goal the Lions lead 10 – 0 after 1 quarter, and had a 10 – 3 lead at half-time.  The Riders came out to play in the second half.  After the Passaglia field goal Reggie Slack hit Dan Farthing on a 26 yard TD Strike. McCallum’s convert had the lions only up by 3.  After 3 quarters the Lions were still up 16-10. Early in the 4th Passaglia made it 19-10, then it came crumbling down.  Slack hit Curtis Mayfield on a short look in pass, which he then carried 53 yards through the Lions defense for the TD.  The 2 point conversion was good and the Leo’s were down and out for the count. Saskatchewan did not stop, a 1-yard TD run from Daniels at 13:53, sent the crowd home.

1997 RECORDS


W
L
T
F
A
PTS
BC 

8
10
0
429
536
16 
4th in the West

Sask.

8
10
0
413
479
16
3rd in the West

FORMER ROUGHRIDERS WITH LIONS

#46 Troy Alexander


#90 Steve Glenn

#63 Scott Hendrickson

#12 Dale Joseph

#57 Dan Payne

#81 Rod Harris

BC Lion’s All Star Director of Player Personnel / Assistant Director of Football Operations, Brendan Taman has strong ties to the Rider Organization.  He was the Assistant Director of Player Personnel there and his brother Barry is the Director of Marketing for the Roughriders.  Born in Saskatoon, Brendan grew up having his family preach Rider Pride whenever they could, though rumor has it he was a Lion fan all along.

Frank Smith, the Lions special team’s coach was part of the Riders coaching staff in 1995.  While the head coach at UBC, Frank also was a Rider guest coach from 1978 to 1981

FORMER LIONS WITH ROUGHRIDERS
#4 Paul McCallum (1993-94)

#62 Vic Stevenson (1993-95)

#93 Andrew Stewart (1993-94)

#84 Larry Thompson (1996-97)

Cal Murphy the Roughrider offensive coordinator began his CFL coaching career with the Lions in 1974 as a line coach; he was the Lions head coach in 1976.  

Roughrider Director of Player Personnel, Bob O’Billovich, was the Lions head coach in 1991 and 1992.

WHERE HAVE THEY GONE?

The following BC Lions have ties to Saskatchewan.

#68 Cory Mantyka was born in Saskatoon and played for the Hilltops

#37 Mike Crumb played at the University of Saskatchewan

1998 STREAKS AND SCORES
BC won last Friday 31-7 vs the Edmonton Eskimos, bringing our record to 7-9-0. 321 points for/ 368 against.  14 points and sole possession of third place in the west division.  The Lions away record is 4-4-0, their home record 3-5-0

Saskatchewan lost to Hamilton 34-31, giving them a 5-11-0 record.  350 points for 368 against.  10 point’s in the West Division.  They will miss the 1998 play-offs.

1998 Lion Top Guns
1998 Roughriders Top Guns

Leading Passer
Leading Passer

Damon Allen
Reggie Slack

419-246-16 / 3078 yards
430-264-13 / 3408 yards

15 touchdowns
17 touchdowns

Leading Receiver
Leading Receiver

Rod Harris
Donald Narcisse

40 catches 697 yards
87 catches 1085 yards

5 touchdowns
6 touchdowns

Leading Rusher
Leading Rusher

Juan Johnson
Mike Saunders

130 carries 783 yards
133 carries 698 yards

4 touchdowns
4 touchdowns

Top Tackler
Top Tackler

Andre Strode
K. Benson

46 tackles
63 tackles

Most Sacks
Most Sacks

Johnny Scott 12
D. Patterson 9

Most Interceptions
Most Interceptions

Steve Muhammad
Terry Ulmer

8 for 149 yards (League Leader)
3 for 111 yards
1998 STATS MATCH-UP
OFFENCE
DEFENCE

Points Scored
Points Allowed
BC - 321 (8)
BC – 368 (6)

Saskatchewan - 350 (5)
Saskatchewan – 437 (7)

Touchdown’s
Fewest First Downs

BC – 24 (7)
BC - 302 (4)

Saskatchewan – 34 (5)
Saskatchewan - 365 (8)
Net Rushing
Fewest Yards Net Rushing

BC - 1989 (2)
BC – 1675 (4)

Saskatchewan – 1585 (3)
Saskatchewan – 2024 (8)

Net Passing
Fewest Yards Net Passing

BC - 3459 (7)
BC – 3992 (3)

Saskatchewan - 4146 (4)
Saskatchewan – 4383 (6)
Penalties 
Average Point Allowed Per Game

BC -  167 for 1285 (8)
BC – 23.0 (4)

Saskatchewan – 135 for 871 (1)
Saskatchewan – 27.3 (7)
LION PERFORMANCES AGAINST ROUGHRIDERS IN 1997

PASSING

Damon Allen A-136 C-78 for 1109 yards 3 interceptions and four touchdowns

RUSHING

Cory Philpot – 17 carries for 109 yards and one touchdown

Damon Allen – 27 carries for 218 yards and two touchdowns

Sean Millington – 49 carries for 372 yards
RECEIVING

Alfred Jackson – 22 receptions, 297 yards, two touchdowns

Larry Thompson - 20 receptions, 222 yards

Mike Trevathan – 12 receptions for 264 yards and one touchdown
REMEMBER WHEN / LIONS VS ROUGHRIDERS

RUSHING
August 15 1997, Sean Millignton sets a BC Lion single game rushing record with 212 yards on 26 carries which broke the BC Lion single game rushing record.  The record was held by Keyvan Jenkins with 206 yards.

Doug Carlson returns a fumble 88 yards for a touchdown, July 20 1977 vs Saskatchewan.

Neil Beaumont intercepts a Saskatchewan football at the back of the Lion end zone, returning the ball 120 yards to pay dirt the other way, October 12, 1963.

Lui Passaglia sets a new BC Lion single game punting record by punting the ball for 689 yards on October 30, 1983 vs Saskatchewan.

Willie Fleming scores a BC Lion record 25 point’s vs Saskatchewan October 29, 1960.

1998 BC LION NEW FACES
Director of Player Personnel, Brendan Taman, has been busy signing all of our new faces and rookies that will help the BC Lions to the next step

OFFENCE
29
Drummond, Robert
RB
FREE AGENT

Toronto 

88
Graham, Sean
SB
FREE AGENT

Winnipeg 

63
Hendrickson, Scott
OG
FREE AGENT

Saskatchewan

59
Jones, Jeff
OG
FREE AGENT

Detroit (NFL)

57
Payne, Dan
OT
FREE AGENT

Toronto

2
Brown, Eddie
WR
FREE AGENT

Montreal

83
Henry, Lloyd “Rocky”WR
FREE AGENT

Calgary 

18
Hank Ilesic
K
FREE AGENT

Hamilton

DEFENCE
46
Alexander, Troy
DT
FREE AGENT

Saskatchewan

58
Cantor, Noah
DE
FREE AGENT

Toronto

12
Joseph, Dale
DB
FREE AGENT

Saskatchewan

44
Knight, De Wayne
LB
FREE AGENT

Winnipeg

39
Richards, Nick
LB
FREE AGENT

Saskatchewan

26
Rogers Jr., Glen
DB
FREE AGENT

Edmonton

93
Bailey, Troy
DE
FREE AGENT

Detroit (NFL)

22
Rafael Robinson
LB
FREE AGENT

Tennessee (NFL)

3
Nelson, Picasso
LB
FREE AGENT

Toronto

91
Smith, Herman
DE
FREE AGENT

Dallas (NFL)

ROOKIES
37
Crumb, Mike
DB
ROOKIE

U of Saskatchewan

23
Johnson, Juan
RB
ROOKIE

U of Utah

22
Muhammad, Steve
DB
ROOKIE

Fresno State

28
Nhora, Mark
RB
TRADE WITH Hamilton
UBC

50
Armstrong, Antonio
LB
ROOKIE
Texas A & M

1998 “HUNDRED” YARD GAMES

300 YARD PASSING GAMES

Damon Allen
41 A / 28 C / 395 YARDS
Aug 14 @ Winnipeg

Damon Allen
32 A / 18 C / 319 YARDS
Sept 12 @ Toronto
100 YARD RUSHING GAMES

Robert Drummond 
25 carries for 187 yards 
Jul 24 vs Saskatchewan 

Juan Johnson 

20 carries for 104 yards 
Aug 27 vs Hamilton

Juan Johnson 

19 carries for 123 yards 
Sept 26 vs Hamilton

Juan Johnson 

22 carries for 108 yards 
Oct 4 @ Calagry

Juan Johnson

23 carries for 153 yards 
Oct 9 vs Saskatchewan

Juan Johnson

16 carries for 118 yards
 Oct 18 @ Edmonton
100 YARD RECEIVING GAMES

Rod Harris 
3 for 103 yards / 1 TD
 Jul 10 @ Saskatchewan 

Eddie Brown 
7 for 111 yards 
Aug 14 @ Winnipeg

Alfred Jackson 
7 for 121 yards 
Sept 12 @ Toronto

100 SPECIAL TEAM GAMES

Jim Cunningham 4 punt returns for 121 yards and 1-TD vs Edm. Jul 10

Rod Harris
7 punt returns for 164 yards
 Aug 20 vs Calgary

Rod Harris 
4 Kick-off returns for 132 yards
 Sept 19 vs Edmonton

Rod Harris 
8 punt returns for 132 yards
 Oct 9 vs Saskatchewan

100 YARD GAMES BY A LION IN 1997
RUSHING

Cory Philpot
17 for 109 yards
vs Saskatchewan

June 26

Sean Millington
26 for 212 yards
@ Saskatchewan

August 15

Sean Millington
23 for 137 yards
@ Montreal

August 30

Sean Millington
16 for 109 yards
vs Edmonton

September 13

RECEIVING

Alfred Jackson
5 for 104 yards
vs Calgary

July 3

Alfred Jackson
3 for 100 yards
@ Edmonton

July 10

Alfred Jackson
6 for 266 yards
vs Winnipeg

July 19

Mike Trevathan
 7 for 123 yards
@ Saskatchewan

August 15

Alfred Jackson
7 for 102 yards
vs  Hamilton

September 26

Alfred Jackson
6 for 109 yards
vs Saskatchewan

October 10

Jim Cunningham
10 for 150
vs Montreal (Play-off)

November 2

1997 BC LION YARDS FROM SCRIMMAGE LEADERS

1. Sean Millington
1334

2. Alfred Jackson

1322

3. Mike Trevathan
846

4. Damon Allen

837

5. Larry Thompson
746

1998 YARDS FROM SCRIMMAGE LEADERS (as of October 24, 1998)
1. Juan Johnson

1018

2. Robert Drummond
777

3. Rod Harris

697

4. Damon Allen

631

5. Jim Sandusky

468

BC LIONS BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER
Dave Chaytors

October 12, 1969

DeWayne Knight

October 8, 1970

Steve Muhammad
October 19, 1973

LION ALUMNI BIRTHDAY’S IN OCTOBER
Andre Francis October 5, 1960 (1986-87, 92-93)

Rob Smith October 3, 1958 (1981, 88-89, 93-94)

Doug Flutie October 23, 1962 (1990-91)

Jim Carphin October 21, 1938 (1960-68)

Don Moorhead October 11, 1948 (1971-75)

RADIO
Today’s game will be broadcast throughout BC on CKNW 98 with J. Paul McConnell, the voice of the BC Lions, doing the play-by-play, and Ron Barnett, while Tom is away on assignment, providing the colour.  The pre-game show begins at 2:00 pm. The kick-off is at 2:30 pm Central Time.  The post game show begins immediately following the final gun.  Head Coach, Greg Mohns will be on live, approximately 10 minutes after the game, as well as the CKNW Player of the Game following the coaches’ comments.  You can also listen to Lions Den, hosted by JP and Tom every Monday night at 9:00 pm, where they take your calls on all BC Lions football news.

TV
There is no TV broadcast of this game.  The last time the Lions did not play on TV was October 4th when they beat Calgary.

LIONS ITINERARY
Friday October 23
8:30 am practice in Surrey


1:00 flight #212 departs


3:15 arrive in Regina

Saturday October 24
11:15 Hat Day practice at Taylor Field

Coach Mohns will conduct his press conference after practice.

Sunday October 25
12:15 Bus departs hotel for stadium

2:30 GAME TIME … Win … Beat Saskatchewan

Monday October 26
5:15 am wake up call


6:45 Air Canada flight #1829 departs


8:23 arrive in Vancouver 

CFL PLAYERS OF THE WEEK

Week 1
Week 2
Offense - Mike Pringle Montreal
Offense - Darren Flutie Hamilton
Defense - Alondra Johnson Calgary
Defense - Malikia Griffin Edmonton

Lineman - R-Kal Truluck Sask.
Lineman - Elfred Payton Montreal

Week 3
Week 4
Offensive - Reggie Slack Sask.
Offensive - Dave Dickenson Calgary

Defensive - Eric Carter Hamilton
Defensive - Willie Pless Edmonton


Lineman - DeWayne Paterson Sask.
Lineman - Gonzalo Floyd Hamilton

Week 5
Week 6
Offensive - Kerwin Bell Toronto
Offensive-Danny McManus Hamilton

Defensive - Gerald Vaughn Hamilton
Defensive Orlando Steinauer Hamilton

Lineman - Marvin Hunter Edmonton
Lineman - Joe Monford Hamilton

Week 7
Week 8
Offensive - Jeff Garcia Calgary
Offensive - Kerwin Bell Toronto

Defensive - Andre Strode BC
Defensive - Marcello Simmons Toronto

Lineman - Jammie Krisdale
Lineman - Chris Gioskos Toronto

Week 9
Week 10
Offensive - Mike Pringle Montreal
Offensive - Mike Saunders Sask.

Defensive - Kavis Reed Edmonton
Defensive Orlando Steinauer Hamilton

Lineman - Pierre Vercheval Montreal
Lineman - Joe Montford Hamilton

Week 11




WEEK 12
Offensive - Derrell Mitchell Toronto
Offensive – Kerwin Bell Toronto

Defensive - Orlando Steinauer Hamilton
Lineman – Calvin Tiggle Hamilton

Defensive - Orlando Steinauer Hamilton
Lineman – Malvin HunterHamilton







Runner-up: Johnny Scott BC

WEEK 13




WEEK 14

Offensive - Derrell Mitchell Toronto
Offensive – Mike Pringle Montreal

Defensive – David Maeva Winnipeg

Defensive – Derrick Lewis BC
Lineman – Chris Perez


Lineman – Mike Sutherland Montreal
Runners-up: Jamie Taras, Lui Passaglia

WEEK 15




WEEK 16

Offensive – Kelvin Anderson Calgary
Offensive – Mike Pringle Montreal

Defensive – Kelly Wiltshire Toronto

Deffeesive – Jackie Kellogg Calgary

Lineman – Fred Childress Calagry

Lineman – Dave Benefield 

Runners up: Juan Johnson, Steve Muhammad 
Runner-up: Steve Muhammad BC

BC LION MILESTONES

Lui Passaglia’s 92 yard kick-off vs Montreal September 5 was the second longest of his career.  His longest was 93 yards set July 1 1987 vs Calgary.

Steve Muhammad needs 39 more interception yards to tie Jerry Bradley for the record of most interception yards in one season. Bradley set the interception season record in 1970 with 188 yards. Steve currently has eight interceptions for 149 yards.  This ties him for the league lead with Orlando Steinauer of Hamilton. 

Muhammad also only needs 28 more fumble return yards to beat the record held by Baz Nagle with 88.

Juan Johnson’s three rushing touchdowns in week 14 vs Hamilton was one short of the BC Lions record held by Larry Key set July 31 1981 vs Calgary.

The Last time a BC Lion rushed for more than 1000 yards in a season was Cory Philpot in 1996 with 1024 yards.  Currently Juan Johnson has 783 yards.  

There is little doubt that for the second year in a row, a BC Lion will win the Jackie Parker Trophy for Most Outstanding Rookie in the West Division.  Won by BJ Gallis last year and either Steve Muhammad or Juan Johnson this year.  A BC Lion has not won the CFL Rookie of the Year since 1991 when Jon Volpe won the award.

The Last time a BC Lion won the Eddie James Memorial Trophy for the leading rusher in the CFL was Cory Philpot in 1995 with 1308 yards.

Rod Harris’s 844 kick-off return yards is 381 yards short of a BC Lions record held by Darrell Wallace set in 1989 of 1225 yards.  Harris is only 156 yards short of the 1000-yard mark which has only happened four times in BC Lion history.
1993
Cory Philpot

1008





1991
Lorenzo Graham

1063





1989
Darrell Wallace

1225





1972
Monroe Eley

1033

The Lions offensive line has played well enough for one of them to be considered for the DeMarco-Becket Memorial Trophy, which is awarded to the Western Division Outstanding Lineman.  The last Lion to win this award was Jamie Taras in 1995

Should the Lions continue to win, Greg Mohns should be considered for (the first Lion Coach since Don Mathews in 1985 to win) the Annis Stukas Trophy for the Coach of the Year.

DID YOU KNOW?
The last four games the Lions have had the ball for 22 minutes and 59 seconds longer than there opponents.

The Province’s premier sports columnist, Kent “Cookie” Gilchrist, celebrated his 27th wedding anniversary … Happy Anniversary Cookie!

Damon Allen is the leading rusher among quarterbacks with 631 yards.  Saskatchewan’s Reggie Slack is second with 577.

The First meeting between these two teams was August 30 1954.  The Roughriders won 17-0.

The 54,108 fans who attended the Edmonton vs BC game at BC Place October 12 1991 was the second biggest non-Grey Cup attended game of the 90’s in the CFL.  The biggest was 55,438, when the Riders hosted Calgary at Taylor Field in Saskatchewan, October 4th 1995.

The Edmonton Eskimos and BC Lions play out of the CFL’s biggest stadiums.
Edmonton - 60,081

BC - 59,478

Since 1977 the Lions have finished ahead of the Roughriders 15 times.

Lui Passaglia is profiled in the October issue of the Gear magazine.  Lui holds the World Record for the most points scored by a professional football player.

The last time the Roughriders and Lions met in the Play-offs was 1988.  The Lions won 42-18.  That was also the last time a play-off game was played in Saskatchewan.  The Lions last hosted a play-off game in 1987, a 31-7 loss to Edmonton

Since 1910 when the Roughriders were formed they have won the Grey Cup twice, the Lions have won the title three times since 1954.

Dave Cutler, the famed Edmonton Eskimo kicker, went to Simon Fraser University and still lives in BC.

(JP) … Dave Chaytors, Juan Johnson and Rock Henry all attended the University of Utah.

BC Lions Strength and Conditioning Coach, Bob Park, was a teenage TV star on the Beachcombers for 10 years in the 1970’s.  He played the role of Huey, Molly’s nephew.

October 1st marked the 60th wedding anniversary of Annis Stukus and his wife Doris.

New Head Coach Greg Mohns has been with the team since May.   Greg went to training camp and then scouted for the Lions at many of the NFL camps.

In his role as the Director of Player Personnel with the Tiger Cats back in 1994, Mohns brought now Lion, Herman Smith into the Ticat line-up.

The first pass Rod Harris caught in a Lion uniform was a 85-yard TD, which is also the longest pass of his career.

Coach Mohns worked with Adam Rita and Don Wnek while with the Memphis Mad-Dogs.

While the Director of Player Personnel in Memphis, Mohns was responsible for bringing the following players to camp: Damon Allen, Eddie Brown, Damion Lyons and Al “the Frog” Shipman.

The Lions longest road-winning streak is 8 wins, September 28, 1984 to October 6, 1985.

Lui Passaglia has been the most valuable Canadian at the Grey Cup twice 1994 and 1985.

The most losses in a season by a Lions team are 15 games, which has happened twice, 1954 and 1992.

The Lions longest home un-beaten streak is 18, 16-0-2, November 4 1962 to August 16, 1965.

The Lions highest average point per game in a season was 1991 with 36.7. This year they are at 16.9

The most points the Lions have scored in a season are 661, in 1991.

The two biggest crowds to watch a BC Lions game were vs the Winnipeg Blue Bombers both 1985.


October 11 BC 10 vs Winnipeg 31 – 59,478




November 17 BC 42 vs Winnipeg 22 (Play-offs) 59,478

The American Bowl on August 16 was the seventh largest crowd to watch a football game at BC place in the 1990’s

1.
November 27

1994
BC 26 vs Baltimore 23 

55,097

2.
October 12

1991
Edmonton 45 at BC 38

54,108

3.
August 1

1991
Toronto 41 at BC 52


53,527

4.
November 2

1991
Hamilton 26 at BC 17

47,823

5.
August 15

1991
Calgary 37 at BC 28


45,485

6.
November 25 

1990
Winnipeg 50 vs Edmonton 11
46,968
7.
August 15

1998
San Francisco 24 at Seattle 21
45,202
8.
September 14
1991
Winnipeg 23 at BC 36

41,285

9.
September 21
1991
Saskatchewan 49 at BC 47

41,192

10.
November 5

1994
Calgary 24 at BC 23


40,556

CKNW Players of the Game.  At each BC Lions home game CKNW picks a player of the game who will appear on their post game show live from Club 55.

They have included
July 2


Al Shipman





July 16

Dan Payne





July 30

Rod Harris





August 20

Dave Donaldson





September 5
Danny Barrett





September 19
Damon Allen





September 26
Glen Rogers Jr.

The Lions lost by the biggest margin at home vs Calgary August 20.  Here are the top ten worst home losses.
August 20

1998
Calgary 55 at BC 9

46 points
October 29

1993
Edmonton 54 at BC 14

40 points

September 6
1990
Toronto 49 at BC 19

30 points

September 19
1986
Edmonton 32 at BC 3

29 points

September 13
1980
Edmonton 42 at BC 14

28 points

October 11

1987
Calgary 34 at BC 6


28 points

October 17

1980
Winnipeg 49 at BC 22

27 points

October 27

1990
Calgary 54 at BC 29

25 points

August 10

1996
Calgary 32 at BC 7


25 points

August 15

1996
Winnipeg 38 at BC 13

25 points

The Lions biggest winning margin at home is:

September 26
1982
Toronto 14 at BC 46
32 points

Dale Joseph’s wife has a Houston Rocket Championship ring for her part as the Dance team coordinator.

Dale Joseph and Glen Rogers Jr. were roommates while with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers of the NFL.

Jim Sandusky markets and has the patent on his own personal line of receiver gloves, called THE SANDMAN.

