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Be a Ninja and Fxplore Koka
Traveling B

the tunnel on

around he St

suddenly find

KO k d b y C ar J’"”i%i;;ninja

e

There’s so much to see m Koka. Diive a 1oad that meanders thiough tea
orchands and stop along the way to see Shigaraki tanukis as well as try
some ninga wicks, You'll find many shops where you can discover good
things to eat and great souvenirs plus more fum places fo visit, so explore

=
This 1s Koka.

/ 74 1 A ninja standing face-to-face with a spemal guest, Ninjaemon,
K in front of the Ninja Trick House at Koka Ninja Village

Minakuchi

Tsuchiyama
- About the Koka brand

The Koka brand is designed to iniroduce people
around the world to exciting things and producis
found only in Koka that will leave lasting memones.
1300 years ago, during the Nara period, Emperor Shomu built the Shigaraki Palace. Among the unique Koka

The 13th century Kamakura period saw the birth of Shigaraki ware. During the AEN NERITAGE I products and facilities featured
Warring States (Sengoku) period, Koka ninjas played a key role in the quests of Lords R =Y T '] in this guide, those bearing this
Nobunaga, Hideyoshi, and leyasu to rule the country. Once the 53 Stations of the T mark have been awarded the
Tokaido Road were completed under leyasu’s rule in the Edo period, Minakuchi-shuku S e L i foka brand certification.

and Tsuchiyama-shuku thrived, paving the way to modern-day Koka. withthelogo shown above.

See the back cover for more nformation
ahout Japen Teringe

\Fun De tour/ :

Shin-Meishin Bxpressway Shlgal‘a]ﬂ IC

‘ 5 kmvApprox. 10 min

Yool - B o i il P

J 15 km/Approx. 25 min

Recommended 82 JA Green Hinayakaichi Start at the Museum of

dI t Contemporary Ceramic Art before
'1\']_11 'IO U € ‘ TR L moving on to the Plaza of Star and

Go tothe Pottery Quarter if

Stay timef Approx T 28 Koka ngﬂ BFuse the Exhibition Hall of Industrial you have extra time. Here
hours and 30 mmutes Ceramics where you can take a you'll find that perfect pisce of

pottery as well as a cozy cafe.
A relaxing stroll down the street
should take about an hour. (Go

break at a fashionable cafe and

Travel distance: J- 2 km/Approx. 5 min
shop. Although the slope is steep,

Approx 65 km/ Travel = =
B rer—

l. & km/Approx. 12 min it's lots of fun to walk. R to page 8)
Kusur Gakushukan/ 5
il - B Koka Ninga Village @mpr14a4 Spottanuids along the roadside. =
5 kmApprox. 10 min - ,’—‘
A 12 iAo, 25 ™ A lush green park dedicated i

@éakr;uen:wslﬁne & h (69 Michi- no-eki Aino Tsuchiyama

J. 5 km/Approx. 10 min

Kamaoshika VilaP. 11 -
a1 ’ i Foka bt Spring Yapponponro Ya

‘ 10 km/Approx. 20 min

to the art of pottery

Shin Meishin Expressway

Slimppu'kunina ninja costume & a sign
you see when driving around Koka that
means “caution childrenatplay.”
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rewt ninja outfits
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canbe'a ninjal. 7
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Route 1.

Featuring the Ninja Trick House,
Water Spider Pond, Shuriken
Dojo, and more, it's a fun place
for ninja lovers of any age to

Pown't miss the

spend all day.
Miss Kinoichi @5P.15 D-2
contest! "":@‘Zigum]m (left) and
/

Pet the ponies o
The gelateria offers B -
fresh-made deserts starting and cow s

at 350 yen

Not only a producer of hlgh-quauty milk this farm lets you get up close to
ponies, goats, pigs, and other animals. You can also enjoy barbequing,
depending on the season (reservations required). [FjP.14 C-2

/ See page 11 for more information.

Here you'll discover a trove of hidden
secrets and ninja equipment. Learn all
about the ninja house’s revolving door,
traps, hidden ladder, and more.

< -
mr1ac2 \

There are ninjas in every corner of the house.

i 2 JA(i'een}Enayakalchl Aj
(Farmer's Market) 4

The shop camies locally grown farm producis as weil
as food products such as miso and pickles. It also
has & souvenir section where you can find locally
made sweets and liquor. ;
BPASE-4

See page 13 for more information.

Tea packaged like a ninja
scroll is also sold here.

Lms of fresh pmduce inside

Fresh Veget ables harvested

1@1 o mmém

Tamura Shrine is just across National

Eniov :

Priced at 730 yen,
the Ninja Combao is
a special menu item
that comes with
Kurokagemai udon
noodles and
Kurokagebo sushi
rofls.

This Michi-no-eki (roadside station) features local ™«

specialties from the Tsuchiyama area of Koka. Be \‘
sure to try the self-serve green tea ice cream. |
[@PASE-L ;

Enjoy a relaxing dip in the outdoor
hot spring with magnificent views of

7\ he mountains.

Equipped with luxurious private baths for
families, bedrock baths, and more, it's the
perfect place to escape the daily hustle and
bustle and just relax.

[MAPLAS R YN See page 11 for more information.

The indoor baths use 100% natural hot spriwaferlhat
leaves your skin feeling soft and smooth The outdoor baths
are spacious and relaxing.

Coiunin__'

Kamo Alla
Set ina tranquil environment, the villa offers creative
cuisine made from local ingredients plus spacious
and elegant guest rooms for a comfortable stay.

[IHP15E-1 e T

The year-round
natural beauty of

Enjoy the spacious
gue stroom, hot spring
aths, and superb dining.



Fo llow in the footsteps of the Koka ninj

Expenence

who played a vital role in Japan’s
‘we ngoku perio d

*o

Ztthe Worldwrthe NnJa mK)ka

Koka Nja Fbuse

(Former Residence of Mochizulkd
Trumonokami)

The house was built during the Genroku
era (1688-1704) as a residence of
Mochizuki lzumoenokami, the head of
the Koka ninjas, consisting of 53 Koka

~ families. Packed with hidden features
as well as displays of ninja equipment,
it is an authentic ninja house of great
historical significance.

Step inside the last
remaining ninja house and

¢ 0748-86-2179 (mpr.14 -2
E89:00 am - 4:30 pm EWOpen daily EJ700 ven
B[ 2231 Konan-cho Ryubashi, Koka-shi

EWalk from JR Kenan Station (20 min) [@ Free

turn into a ninja!

Koka Ninja Village

Featuring the: Ninja Trick House, Water
Spider Pond, Shuriken Duojo, and mors, it's a
moderr-day replica of a ninja vilage. Stop at
the ninja museum to see real ninja gear and
learn all about the life of the 53 samurai
familias of the Koka clan. It is possible to
rent a ninja costume and there are outdoor
barbecue faciliies.

¢ 0748-88-5000
EB10:00 am - 4:00 pm
EMMonday (Tuesday if Monday falls on a holiday)
E3Admission 1,030 yen, Costume rental {adult) 1.030 yen,
Barbeque 2,160 yen and up

B394 Koka-cho Okl Koka-shi

EdTake a taxi from JR Koka Station (10 min) (complimentary bus
service avalable from the station, rasgmaﬂons required)
Efree -

{, Descending into.
2 secret passage

@nP.15D-2

Spider Pond using water
walkmg shoes

Ruins of Koka's unique
me dievalcastles

Koka-gun Chuso was an autonomaus organization formed by
Koka samurais during the Sengoku period. Medieval castls
sites dot the city where you can stil see tall meunds, maats,
and baleys just as they were ages ago. Five of these castle
sites (Jizen, Murasame, Shingu plus its annex, and Takenaka)
are designated as National Historic Sites. [ﬂmp.14 Cc-2

on display at the Keka Ninja Mussum youll find ninja equipment,
-shuriken, and more.

( BHours [EWDays closed BAdmission [EBAddress [ Directions [@Parking [}

Enkamqab Imﬂag:eathmvkcged‘nrdrm

-l they would sometimes disguise thenselves as

nedicive peddiess. The legerdary Sarutohi Sesiie
1 believed o have beena Foka rurja. (b abead and
nmerse yourself world of the irja.

M. wao

A sacred mountain towering 471 meters high, it
was used as a training ground by ninjas and
monks. The mountain has sheer cliffs and
unusually-shaped rocks with unigue names, such
as CGuma-iwa, which is shaped like a horse. and
Mokugyo-iwa, which makes the sound of
mokugyo (wooden fish) when struck. The
mountain is alse known forits magnificent chemry
trees and is a great place to have a picnic.
¢ 0748-60-2690

{Koka City Tourism Associalion)

B Kenan-cho Sugitani, Koka-shi

B Take a taxi from JR Konan Station (ZE} min)

)’:‘-“

P14C-3
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Ninja training grounds dotted with oddshaped rocks

An old shrine on the Koka
ninja’% training grounds

Hando Shrine o Hindo)
Situated near the summit of Mt. Hando {664m),
this ancient shrine was built in the early
Edo period. The grounds are covered with
rhododendrons which bloom in April and May.
For ages Omi's sacred Mt. Hando and the
monks who came here to lead an ascetic life are
saig to have greatly influenced the birth of the
Kaka ninja tradition.

0748-60-2690
< @mP14C-2
E8Grounds open 24 hours
Open daily EEE87 Shigaraki-cho Miyamachi, Koka-shi
(5 Take a taxi from JR Kibukawa Station (10 min) and walk to
the summit (50 min) .Free
The main hall featuring a
thatched roof covered with ©
Japanese cypress barkis
a nationally designated
Important Cultural
Property.

(Kaka City Tourism Association)
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'Three Buddhas of Kol
ee buaanas o1 KA
The three Buddhas of Koka are immense statues of Buddha
located in three local temples. Follow the driving route te see
these larger-than-life-size statues known as rokujo-butsu measuring 2.2 - 2.8 maters high.
The grand statues of Shaka Nyorai, Yakushi Nyorai, and Amida MNyorai are sure to amaze

you. It is believed that praying to the three Buddhas will bring peace upon the past, present,
and future.

5 ya-ji Teh]pe
Sta Statue of a sitting Yakushi ]

medicine and the history of medicine
- A 2 W 43
Kusuri Gakushukan
(medicine museum)
Drug-making tools, signs and
advertisements, as well as other materials
dating back to as far as the Edo period
are displayed in chronological order in the
permanent exhibition roem. In the workshop
room you can get a hands-on lesson on how
te make hyorogan, ninja energy pills {(open to
groups of 10 cr more, reservations required,
200 yen per personj.
¢ 0748-88-8110 (IBP.15D-3
E89:30 am - 4:30 pm EWMonday (Tuesday if
Monday falls on a holiday)EdFree [ERI898-1
Keka-cho Charanaka, Koka-shi & Take a taxi

from JR Koka Station (10 min)
Erree

You can do an herb search, skin diagnosls,
and mere in the permanent exhibition roam.

Juraku- i Temple |
The temple houses Japan's largest statue of

a seated Amida Nyorai. which is its honzen
{or principal object of worship). aswell as the
elevenheaded thousand-ammed Kannon and
statue of a seated Cuze Kannon. Another
mustsee is the statue of a standing Queen
Maya. This temple and Horyu-ji are the only
temples with staues of Queen Maya
depictedin the same posture in which she
gave birth to Gautama Buddha,

Temple located on National Route 1
(IBP.15E-2
¢ 0748-68-0364
E29:00am -4:00 pm N
E®N ot scheduled E3500 yen .
BER¥351 Tsuchiyama-cho Yamanaka,
Koka-shi ETake a taxi from JR Koka

Station {20 min) [MF ree

The Treasure House boasts an outstandingJ

collection of Buddha statues

Rakuya-ji Téemple

Rakuya-ji is a Tendai sect temple, which is believed

to have been founded by Dengyo Daishi Saicho who

carved an image of the eleven-faced Kannon on a five

oak tree and enshrined # there. Measuring about 3.3

meters tell, the wooden statue of a seated deven-facad

Kannon, the temple's honzon, is the largest in Japan.
P15 D-3

¢ 0748-88-3890 E3:00 am- 400 pm (The honzon is apen to the

public on: Apr. 19 - second Sunday of May. Aug. 8. Oct 19 - second Sunday

of Nov.) @B Mot scheduled {Clased from Dec. 17 through Jan. 3}

E3500 yen, 800 yen (on dates when the honzonis open to the pubdic)

BB 1377 Koka-cho lehing, Koka-shi

ETakea taxi from JR Koka Station (10 min) EFree

AHeian period temple
housing a freasure trove
Buddha statues

Horal Garden features exquisitely pruned azalea bushes.

The main hall stands in the center of

EPA5F-3
¢ 07T48-62-0396
8900 am-500pm (doors
close, varies depending on
the season)
EMMNot scheduled E3400 yen

a huge pond
Daichi-ji Temple

A branch of Myoshin-ji Temple, the Rinzai
sect's DaichiHi is famed for its Horai
Garden, a rock garden believed to have
been designad by Kobarl Enshu. Legend  EEE1168 Minakuchi-cho

has it that the temple was founded by Nasaka, Koka-shi J
Gyoki. It's a great place 1o view azaleas at & Iake a taxi from JR by
their peak from late May until mid-Juneas Kibukawa Station (10 min)

well as the beautiful fall foliage. EFree

Aburahi Shrine

Built at the foot of Mt. Aburahidake. this shrine te several gods stands 700
meters above sealevel. The shrine is dedicated to the god of flaming oil
and consists of a main hall, a hall of worship, a tower gate. as well as east
and west rocfed conridors, which are all designated as national important
cultural properties. Its solemn atmosphere has made the shrine a popular
location for filming movies and TV dramas in recent years.
¢ 0748-88-2106 BGrounds open 24 hours

EE 1042 Koka-cha Aburani, Keka-shi

E2Take ataxifrom JR Koka Station (5 min) [@Free

=

@mP.15D-3

Those working in Japan's ol
industry have a special feeling
for this ancient shrine.




Stroll down the
streets of towns

that take you back
to the Japan of
yesteryear.

Balt by Tokugawa leyasu, the Tokaido was one of Japan's
major outes in the Blo period. The 1ad connected Blo with §
Kyoto and had 53 post stations along the way. Among the
53 post stations, Tsuchiyama-shuku and Minakuchi-shultu
are located n Foka. Take a leisurely stioll along these
streets where ninjas probably once walked too.

This old building looks exactly as it did back in the Edo period.
o 1 ]
M|

T inn used by Tokugaw g
shoguns during their travels §
betw een Kyoto and Edo SSiares

Formeriy the Tsuchiyama-shuku Honjin
Tsuchiyama-shuku Honjin was built as a lodging for Tokugawa

lemitsu, the third shogun of the Tokugawa dynasty, when traveling
between Kyoto and Edo. Since it is still used as a private residence,

a reservation is needed to see the interior. Guest books, visitor signs,
crafts, and other precious materials are kept there.

£ 0748-66-0007 [QP.15D-1
E25:00 am - 5:00 pm (reservations required) E@Not scheduled E§300 yven
EEEX1628 Tsuchiyama-cho Kita-tsuchiyama, Koka-shi

S Take Koka Community Bus Tsuchiyama Honsen from JR Kibukawa Sta-
ot (35 i), yei ofi @i Gini Tsuchivama, and walk 5 min [@Free

Hiroshige in his Fifty-three Stations of the Tokaido
Carvings in the main
hall and the hall of

w orshi

Sy

A welcome rest stop for

people traveling through
the Suzuka Pass

"Tsuchiyama-shuku

@5P.15 D-
The 45th post station along the Tokaido, Tsuchiyama-
shuku served as a rest stop for people making the
arduous journey through the Suzuka Pass. You'll see
historical stone markers here and there as you siroll
lanes lined with fraditional wooden buildings bearing
signs indicating what they once were, such as honjin
inns for government officials).

Tamura Shrine

P Are a M USL SEe€. s ancent shineisbelievedtohave bsen buittin

812 The main deity enshrined here is Sakanoue
no Tamuramaro, a general and shogun who
subdued evil ogres that were harassing travelers
along the Suzuka Pass. The shrine grounds
command a beautiful view of the Tamura River.

£ 0748-66-0018 [@BP.15E-1
B Grounds open 24 haurs (prayers, amulets, etc.
offered 9:00 am - 400 pm}

B 469 Tsuchiyama-cho Kita-fsuchiyama,
Koka-shi

[EITake Koka City Community Bus Tsuchiyama
Honsen from JR Kibukawa Station (40 min) and
get off at Tamura Jinja.

EFree

Famed for [ts magnificent fall follage

Self-serve gres

Learn about the 4
iea ice cream

history and culture sg 3¢
of Tsuchiyama Column ot
njoy green tea ice cream

1 Y
TS“Chlyam a FOlk \ [and brown rice crackers
HiStOl'y Museum while savoring green tea

s /! -

Like the town itself, “the road” lies at the Michino
heart of this museum whose exhibits focus This Michi-no-eki {roadside station) is where you can

i . find local specidties from the Tsuchiyama area of
o ihe hlsitory zhd people. ofTsuch.lyama, Koka. Be sure to fry some brown rice crackers made
Here you'l See_ 9 pa_"el display telll.ng the with flavarful locally grown tea leaves and self-serve
stary of the Saio Princess Procession as green tea ice cream You can rest while sipping a
well as a video of the Kenketo dance.

complimentary cup of Tsuchiyama tea.
S 0748-66-1056 (I3P15D-1 ¢ 0T48-66-1244 (@HP.15 E-1
E&10:00 am -5:00 pm EMMonday and Tuesday

2300 am - 6:00 pm (5:30 pm Dec. - Mar), Restaurant
E3Free 58 2230 Tsuchiyama-cho Kita-tsuchiyama, 10:00 am - 4.00 pm

Koka-shi Tuesday (following weekday-if Tuesday fallson a
EdTake Koka Community Bus Tsuchiyama Honsen
from JR Kibukawa Station (30 min), get off at
Tsuchiyama Shisho Mae, and walk 5 min

holiciay) EIEEA 2900 Tsuchiyama-cho Kita-tsuchiyama,
Koka-shi ETake Koka City Community Bus Tsuchiya-
ma Honsen from JR

Kibukawa Station (40

min} and get off at

Tamura Jinja. [@ Free

Simple architectural design § e




Shiga Prefecture-designated historic site

Minakuchi Castle Ruins

i (Minakuchi Castle Museum)

§ Shogun Tokugawa lemitsu ordered Kobori Enshuto build
{ Minakuch Castle. also known as Hekisui (dlaar blue water)
B Castle, so he would have a place to stay during his travels
between Kyoto and Edo. Inside the Minakuchi Caste Museum,
which i designed to look ke the castle’s cormer tower, youll find

Mnakuchi-shukuggesses

The 50th post town along the Tokaido Road
Characterized by its distinctive three-forked road
{called misuji}, the town of Minakuchi-shuku sprang up

Buil tRt0

' Column.

Aseasonal tradition that takes
place from July to early August

Thying gowr
Lacally grown kanpyo (gound strips} drying in the
sunis a familiar summer scene in Minakuchi just
as itwas when Hiroshige capfured it in his
Fifty-three Stations of the Tokaido. Kanpyois a
key ingredient of the local specialty, ninja-maki
sushi rolls

Ly lo Shiga Prefectme
Prefectine :

£ A

¢

&

Kyoto’s Nijo Castlée

Also known for its spectacular view of the chemy blossoms

AS” M Prefeoture™, ™

0748-63-5577 (@HPISE4
E810:00 am - 500 pm

[E8T hursday and Friday E3100 yen
EEE34-80 Minakuchi-cho Honmaru, Koka-shi
EWalk 4 min from Minakuchi Jonan Station
o the Chimi Rallway

Eree

The castle’s stone wall
See the view from
the summit through
the eyesof the

m castle lord

Minakuchi Okayama
Castle Ruins (Mt. Kojo)

This castle was built on Mt. Kojo by
order of Toyotomi Hideyoshi. The
remaining stone walls stand as a
reminder of the past. Boasting beautiful
views of cherry blossoms in spring, Mt.
Kojo is easy to climb even for novices.
¢ 0748-69-2250 (IHP.15F4
(Koka City Board of Education Historic
Cultural Property Department}
EEIMinakuchi-cho Minakuchi, Koka-shi
E=ZWalk 20 min from Minakuchi Station on
the Ohmi Railway

BEfree

Don’t miss the floats’
ornate carvings and
elaborate decorations.

Shiga prefecture-designatedintangible folk cultural asset,

Minakuchi Hikiyama
Festival (Minakuchi Shrine)

The Minakuchi Hikiyama Festival, which dates back
to the mid-Edo period, features Hikiyama floats from
each community parading through the town in tune
with the dynamic rhythms of the festival music
known as Minakuchi-bayashi. Attracting countless
tourists, the festival is the biggest event of the year
for Minakuchi Shrine, which is fondly called
“Omiya-san” by the locals. @5P.15E-4

£ 0748-60-2690 (Koka City Tourlsm Association)
¢ 0748-62-0231 (Minakuchi Shring)
ESvinakuchi-cho Miyanomae, Koka-shi/Minakuchi
Shrine and all around town &g Walk 3 min from Minakuchi
Jonan Station on the Ohmi Railway [@Free
The annual Minakuchi Hikiyama Festival takes place on April 20
beginning at 800 am with the Hikiyams float parade kicking off
at 10:00 am and the procession of portable shrines and children
starting at 2:00 pm. Yoimiya, the celebration held on the eve of the
festival, takes place from 6:00 pm- 9:00 pmon April 19.
- Lt

N ; .

amodel of the castie and materials related to Minakuchi-han.

Shizuoka Prefectirs

e
a}» s&.% - ““%9@

around Minakuchi-Okayama Castle, which was built by
order of Toyotomi Hideyoshi. The town'’s streetscapes
look the same as they did back in the Edo period

Ckabe

Thaose visiting here and the
Minakuchi Castle Museum can
get 200 yen off the entrance fees.

Floats, histerieal
materials, and

everyday folkcraft
Minakuchi Folk History Museum

(fRP.15E-4

The museum provides information about

Minakuchi-shuku, its history, folklore, and
festivals. Also on display are excavated artifacts
from the Kofun period and the actud floats used
in the most recent Minakuchi Hikiyama Festival.
The museum has a memorial hall dedicated to
Iwaya Ichircku, a native of Minakuchi and one of
the three great calligraphers of the Meiji period,
and lwaya Sazanami, the father of Japanese
children’s literature.

£0748-62-7141
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
[EBThursday and Friday

E3 150 yen EBERAS638
Minakuchi-cho Minakuchi,
Koka-shi EJA short walk
from Minakuchi Jonan
Station on the Ohmi Railway
EFres

A place for visitors to rest and relax

Koka City Hito Machi Kaido Koryukan

Here you can get not only
tourist information but also
learn all about the history and
culture of Koka, with a focus
on Minakuchi-shuku, as well
as local products. It serves as
a crossroads of people just as
Minakuchi-shuku did when it
was a thriving Tokaido post
town.

Located at Minakuchi-shuku &
along the Tokaido Road

£ 0748-70-3166

DP.15 F-4

E2900 am - 5:00 pm @E@Monday (Tuesday
if Monday falls on a holiday) E3Free
=32 7- 4 Minakuchi-cho Yasaka, Koka-shi
EEA short walk from Minakuchi-Ishibashi
Station on the Ohmi Rallway ElFree




Shlgal‘akl Wal‘e | i

Potteries ET

Hlii.aﬁ ’

figurines. You'll be sure to find the perfect teacup.
for Asamiya tea, your new favante coffee nuig and
earthenware pots, plus lofs more.

y— - £
= Follow the ceramic tiles
k 0 “mn . that are embedded in
- the streets.

mov a relaxing stwoll along these charmmg steets.

The Pottery Quarter

Along the quaint old path that leads fo
Shingu Shrine youll find a climbing
kiln, old hibachis piled one on top of
another and ceramic signposts that
take you back to a simpler time. Walk
down Rokuro-zaka, Hiirotsubo-zaka,
and Kamaba-zaka lanes where you'll
find art galleries, cafes, and guest

A houses.

There are visitor-friendly
signposts here and there.

@pP.14aa-4al

M ¢

Seetke\mque sglksufﬁ]ls}nﬂelvcapix], Shigamki

( Parkw ith " mus
' bhlgaraklware_shops

~ Building facade wﬂh specially
n'ade Shlgarakj wanetﬂ&

'Iradltlonal' Crafts

Here you can visit a park devoted tothe art of pottery, the
Museum of Contemporary Ceramic Art, a grass-covered
. plaza, the Institute of Ceramic Studies, a training facility

| for ceramic artists, and the Exhibition Hall of Industrial
Ceramics. The Exhibition Hall has a cafe and a shop
‘where you can buy Shigaraki ware tanuki figurines.

¢ 0748-83-0909 (IHP14A4
E89:00 am - 4:30 pm E@Monday (Tuesday If Monday falls
on a holiday, the museum is closed some days in winter)

- - B3 Admission free (fze reguired to enter the museum)

The potiery-themed park is divided  BEEA2188-7 Shigaraki-cho Chokushi, Koka-shi

into four areas. ETake Shigaraki Kogen bus from Shigaraki Station on the

Center of Shigaraki

Its exhibits include works of Shigaraki ware
from the Kamakura period to the modern day
and related materials. Special exhibitions
spotlighting the work of contemporary artists
are also held there.

¢ 0748-82-2345
B9-00 am - 5:00 pm
EBThursday (Friday it Thursday falls on a heliday) |
[ 1142 Shigaraki-cho Nagano, Koka-shi
Ewalk 8 min from Shigaraki Station on the
Shigaraki Kegen Railway

ODP14A4

Shigaraki Kegen Railway (5 minj and get off at Togai no EFree
Mori EFree
-------------------------- \‘
------------------------ ' ’
------------ ltoffers three different potery workshops, each Off | Meke yourown pottery ata studio nes
2 hours. Onge your piece of ! inaserene mo ]de 5
' a e hich lasts apout 1 to i

‘Partic p whi oy tudio restled

polteryis complete, itwill be &

‘n a pOttery studio where it will be dried, glaze-fired. and taken

the kiln. The finished product will be sent to

workshOP 32:?Lcme<ad

Shigaraki Ferzo Bottery Art (lub

This is a pottery workshop facility run by
Kenzo Ogawa, a fourth-generation potter. You
can choose from the electric potter's wheel,

| hand work, ortatara courses. If you want to

~ take more time to work on your pottery, you
can stay in the guest house_

£ 0748-82-2216 [DP.14A-4
E10:00 am - 5:00 pm {reservation required)

[E® Not scheduled

3 Pattery workshop 5,000 yen. Lodging is
available. Contact the facility for more information.
[EEB755-1 Shigaraki-cho Nagano, Keka-shi
Bwalk from Shigaraki Station on the Shigaraki

Kegen Rallway line (20 min) Kenzo Ogawa's pottery studic is " 4,
Brree located in the Pn?]?ery &Jaﬂﬂ' o, i

ditional sh\ppmg fess applyl,

Fajoy neling pottery
in A quiet salon

A guest house equipped
witha kiichen's available
for 1 group per day-
Making a rice ble_T!’ﬁ
hottom of the bowl s
removed with athread.



Stop at the cafe and enjoy

a cup of coffee {450 yen}
orfocally produced 4 AB“rut T
Asamiya tea {300 yen). 1 ondto (2,180 yen)
holds 2 go (350 mil:
Known to bring of sake. lt's also
good luck owls great for condiments.

are a favonte.

(rama (limbing Kin and

~ f
Callery
Employing an abandoned climbing kiln and work
shed that have been restored, Ogama operates a
relaxing cafe overlooking the climbing kiln on the
first floor as well as an arl gallery and shop on the
second floor featuring figurines and dishes made by
Meizangama potters and Shigaraki-based artists.
£ 0748-82-8066 (HP.14A4
B 11:00 am - 5:00 pm [EMWTuesday through Thursday (open on
holidays) (EIN247 Shigaraki-cho Nagano, Koka-shi

D ST i 2R S e
[EWalk 15 min from Shigaraki Station on the Shigaraki Kogen The huge climbing kiln you'll see after ascending Rokuro-zaka lane is an amazing sight
Railway [@Fres

"Chlumn

Shigaraki Kogen Railway

This third-sedor railway company
was founded in 1987 after taking
over the Shigaraki Line from JR.
The line, stretching 14.7 km.
conneds Kibukawa and Shigaraki.
Ride the steep slopes of Shigaraki
and witness nature in all its

. magnificence pass by the window.

i-.ap:ta| it e St
3y Wood strips bearing
poems,cnntained ln the

(ZhP.14 B-3
£ 0748-82-3391

- _ An abundance of natural light pours through the Even the tunnel and suspension bridge that lead to the
....................................................... - geometric glass ceiling museum are works of art.

Another must-see! -

R orrcon oo o

MIHO MUSEUM

Designed by |. M. Pei, an architect
well known for his glass pyramid at
the Louvre, this art museum
houses collections of ancient art
from Egypt, Asia, and China. It
also hosts special exhibitions three
times a year.

¢ 0748-82-3411 (TG P.14B-2
EB10:00 am - 5:00 prn (Find admission at 4:00 pm) The museum may be
closed some days. Check the official website for days it is cpen,
[ERMonday during periods when the museum is open (Tuesday If Monday
falls en a holiday) E31,100 yen 300 Tashiro Momodani, Shigaraki-cho,
Standing Buddha fromlate 2nd Koka EgTake Teisan Bus from Ishiyama Station on the JR Biwako Line (50
century Gandhara {height: 250 em) . minj, get off at Miho Museum [@Free
ERhttp:/fwww.miho.orjp

The cherry tree-lined street
turns pink in spring.



Cherry blossoms, fall fohage,
parks, farms, hot springs,
more

There’s so much to do

and see n

(bme to Koka and relax against an amazing
natural backdiop that changes with the passing
seasons. Rivers flowing with crystal-clear water
and baths filled with natural hot spring water
await you

Misup Kalls
The sound of these pristine waters cascading info the Tashiro
River reverberates through the mountains. Spilling in three
streams, the waterfall is called Misuji three-way) Falls. There
is a rest stop along the Tokaido Nature Trail. P14 B-2

¢ 0748-82-2345 (shigaraki Tourist Association)
B Shigarak-cho Tashiro, Kaka-shi Eg0nve 11 km after getting
off at the Shigaraki | C on the Shin-Meishin Expressway [EiFree

Water splashing against the verdant backdrop creates a beautitul
contrast

r

It's a world of fufl.

Ozuchi Dam E:o Valley

Situated near Ozuchi Dam, this park has camping
grounds as well as barbecue and fishing facilities.
You can also play ground golf or ride off-road
buggies. There's so much fun to be had.

@DP.ISE2
¢ 0748-66-0316 (Tsuchiyama-cho Midori no Furusato
Shinkokai) I8Play facilities 10°00 am - 430 pm, Lodging facilities
check-in 200 pm, check-out 10:00 am @Open daily E3Off-road
buggy 500 yen, Cabin 6,000 yen
[EE8101-7 Tsuchiyama-che Ozuchi, Koka-shi
EJTake Koka Community Bus Tsuchiyama Honsen from JR Kibu-
kawa Station, get off at Omi-Tsuchiyama, switch to the
Okawara-sen route, get off at Eco Valley (45 min) and walk
BFree

T

200-year-old weeping cherry tice
The best time to see cherry blossoms is late March through early April
"Tokuhonzakura Che}ly tree
at Daafukurji Tepapléie
In the center of the Jocbsm[
stands a giant weepmgm branches hang
as low as eye level. Half the area beneath the
shade of the tree is a graveyard and the other
halfis a garden. @GP.15 D-2
¢ 0748-88-4427
EEEX171 Koka-cho lwamuro, Koka-shi

E=Drive 1 km after getting off at the Koka-Tsuchiyama 1€ on
the Shin-Meishin Expressway

GFree .i . ' /’

Enjoy catching fish by
hand and barbecuing

Summertime family fun on the river

Kmotalq Yugyojo

Hand-catch ayu, charr, satsukimasu salmon,
rainbow trout, and other kinds of fish that live in the
unspoiled upper streams of the Tamura River. You
can barbecue your catch and enjoy it on the spot.

¢ 0748-68-0531 P15 E-2
810:00 am - 5:00 pm [smOpen daily
E3Admission 400 yen, fish catching 2,00
satsukimasu salmon and char fishi
Riyama-cho Kurotakil Koka -shi

Keimei Wéterfa]l

Legendhas it that a golden rooster emerges fromthe
nearby ancient temple ruins on New Year's morning,
ushering in good fortune for the new year. The Keimei
Falls together with the Kamiari, lwashidare, Hakufu,
Byakuja, Shiragami, Shidario, and Hatsune waterfalls
are known as Keimei Hachitaki (the eight falls).
{@DP.14B-3
¢ 0748-82-2345 (Shigaraki Tourist Association)
B Shigaraki-cho Koyama, Koka-shi
E0nve 13 km after getting off at the Shigaraki |C on the
Shin-Meishin Expressway [@Free
The roaring Keimei Falls is 13 meters high and 11 meters wide.

Popular summer
destination fo

escaping
the heat ‘

Th beﬂll l lh h
ﬁgn]kawa S thouc.and b ot m.ﬁ ﬁp?ﬁ”

They are lit up during the night.
cherry troes

EOP.ISE-2
Ayukawa is avﬂag-: m@ﬁm{ of  ¢*0748-60-2690
the Suzuka Mountains. Streams of

(Koka City Tourism Assoc iation)

orystakclear water flow from the mountain B Tsuchiyama-cho Ayukawa,
I Koka-shi

EJDrive 10 km after getting off
at the Koka-Tsuchiyvama IC on
the Shin-Meishin Expressway
[AFree (Feec harged when

Sl e
b

valieys into the Ugui River whose barks
are ined with 200 Somei Yoshino cherry
trees Including the frees around the
nearby Ozuchi Dam, there are more than
1000 blossoming chemy irees every spring.

ol
herry Liossoms aie in bloom)

SSOMS

; epmg chenty tree In Hata
This Edo Higan variety of weeping chermy in Shigaraki's Hata
region is believed to have been planted when Tokugawa
leyasu visited here. Its magnificent drooping branches laden
with cherry blossoms are a s!unpring_g_gm.

mpr.14A-3
¢ 0748-82-2345
(Shigaraki Tourist Association)
EERES higaraki-cho Hata, Koka-shi
E2Drive 13 km after getting off at the
Shigaraki IC on the Shin-Meishin
Expressway [@Free

Hzuko Shline

Formerly known as Hachioji Mygjin or Omiya Daimyajin,
the shrine was renamed in the Meiji period. It consists of
the honden (main hall), chozuya (water ablution pavilion),
and shamushao (shrine office). mPA5E-2
EEN163 Tsuchiyama-cho Inohana, Koka-shi ggDrive 7 km after geiting off

at the Koka-Tsuchiyama |C on the Shin-Meishin Ex pressway [@Free
B{ea{maklng fall foliage in glowmg shades of cnmsun

W Secret spot for leaf- wewm,,
i

This 12-kilometer scenic crive leading to Yunoyama —onsen Het
Spring in Mie Prefecture offers panoramic views of the great
outdoors throughout the year. The fall fdiage is breathtaking.

MAPLEA
/0748-60 -2690(Knka City Tourism Association) @DP.15F-1
EADrive 15 km after getting off at the Koka-Tsuchivama IC on the
Shin-Meishin Expressway *Road may be closed during the winter

Early to mid-November
is the best time to view
the fall foliage.




Indoor baths using 100%
B natural hot spring water
Resort hotel featuring§
tsubo (ceramic pot)
baths and carbonated
hot spring baths

elaxing dip 1n?

En]ov ar

bath wnth magnlﬁcent
Tbtel Lake Vila '

Enjoy relaxing baths,
including sumptuous
Shigaraki ware ceramic
tsubo baths, carbonated
het spring baths, ocutdoor
baths, bed baths, and
more. The hot spring
water will leave your skin
feeling soft and smooth.

The hotel also has a gni‘l‘
course and tennis court.

DPr14B-4
¢°0748-85-0250
81100 am - 9:00 pm

ROpen daily

E3700 ven (weekdays), 1,200 yen
(weekends and holidays)

Esd 1 Shigaraki-cho Tarao, Koka-shi
| Take Shiga Bus from Shigaraki
Station on the Shigaraki Kogen
Rallway {30 min), get off at Shigaraki

S5 U Spring

Relaung outdoor baths where you can :. I S

enjoy beautiful natural scenery in all
Tanuki-accented outdoor baths

four seasons.

the outdoor hot spring

and creative

eat-the-view cuisine.

Hot sping inn located
near the border of Shiga
and Mie prefectures

Be sure to try the

The main bath is also eguipped
with a bedrock foot bath.

Get up close
to cows

Pet bunnies and cows

Not only a producer of high-quality milk, this
farm lets you get up close to calves, ponies,
and bunnies. You can also enjoy barbecuing
under the outdoor tent.

¢ 0748-86-3341  (IHP.14C-2
IBGrounds open 24 hours, Gelatenia 10:00 am

- 500 pm (vanes depending on season)
EMOpen daily

E3Admission free, BBQ 3,500 yen, Gelato 350
yen and up

36596 Konan-cho Shinji, Koka-shi

E3Take a taxi from JR Konan Station (5 min)
EFree

offers a tranquil setting

outdoor garden bath

.

Reputed for making your skin healthier, the hot
spring contains sodium and calcium chloride. Take
a soothing hot spring bath in a wooden bathtub to
relieve stress from your busy life.

£ 0748-86-2212
B 1100 am - 900 pm @ Wednesday (Thursday if
Wednesday falls on & holiday) E3800 yen (EER364-1
Konan-cho Sugitani, Koka-shi EJTake a taxi from JR
Kenan Station (5 min) @Free

qguests staying at the inn) EEE1104
Tsuchiyama-cho Okawara, Koka-shi
ExTake Koka Community Bus from JR
Kibukawa Station (1 hour), get off at
Wakamiya Jinja @ Free

UHP14C-2

Grassy plaza where you can
spend all day having fun

Youme no Mo

The park features a Dream Garden and
Ninja Fort (an outdoor field and kids
playground) as well as Koka Sokenkan, a
library, plus a lifelong leaming center.

P.15 D=3
¢ 0748-88-2190 (Public Welfare Center)
8 Gates open 24 hours Monday
[} 507-2 Koka-cho Ckubo, Koka-shi
B Take a taxi from JR Koka Station (10 min)
BEFree

Picnic area on a grassy hill

Ht spring baths with TDPI5SE- are popular among guests.
ascenicview of the  /*(0748-69-0344

Suzuka Mountains E8Hours vary depending on the season Mllage of Hre Shigaraki Ebtel Ogawatei
soothe the body and Not scheduled F3500 ven

soul Kamoshika Villa  (availability depends on the number of Thesodium-rich, hot spring-fed Tanuki Onsen baths

soak away the fatigue of a long journey. Popular
amongtounsts arethe bath tubs made of ceramic
files fired in a dimbing kin and outdoor baths that can
be rented out privately. Reservations are required

£ 0748-82-0008 {IBP.14 A-4

E811:30 am - 9:00 pm EANot scheduled £3900
yen, Private outdoor bath rental (50 min) 4,000
yen for 2 persons, 5,000 yen for family [EE}676
Shigaraki-cho Nagano, Koka-shi fWalk from
Shigaraki Station on the Shigaraki Kogen
Railway line (10 min) [@Free
An elegant hotel located in Shigaraki

=

aS9cseddeBeRERESRACEDOIDEDOOTROROSDRS

ba i an exciting playground

Recreation facility with
a multipurpose field

Minakuchi Spor Mo

This athletic/recreational facility set in a lush
green environmient has a multipurpase field,
swimming pool, tennis courts, camping

grounds, and mare.

¢"0748-62-7529 (P15 E-4
IBCrounds open 24 hours (hours vary depending
on the facility)

Open daily

E3varies depending on the facility

EXERR230 Minakuchi-cho Kita-naiki, Koka-shi
EATake Koka Community Bus from JR Kibukawa
Station (5 min), get off at Sports no Mori Nishiguchi
REFree

the per
t rela

baths, and private baths for families
¢ 0748-68-0250
! IB12:00 pm - 10:00 pm (opens 11:00 am on weekends and holidays)
Open daily E31,240 ven (weekdays), 1,540 ven (weekends and
hol[days). 520 yen for bedrock bath (adults only)

BB 1711 Tsuchiyama-cho Kurokaw a, Koka-shi

ETake Koka Community Bus from JR Kibukawa Station (40 min), get
off at Diamond Shiga [ Free

(IBP.ISE-2

One of the oldest hot
springs in Shiga

Shiono Onsen is a long-established restaurant and
inn with & hot spring. The saline spring, whose
sourte lies within the inn's grounds, is believed to
have been discovered by Kobo Daishi. The granite
bath is equipped with handrails, showers, and stools.

¢ 0748-86-2130 DP.14C2
81100 am - .00 pm @B Not scheduled E§Day
trip (meal + hat spring bath) starting at 3.726
yen (reservations required)

Shiono, Koka-shi gJTake a taxi from Kibukawa
Station on the JR line (7 min) [@Free

fecsosecen

sesee

Discover the natural
wonders of Minakuchi

This nature park nestled in a sprawling
woodand features a biotope, public farm, and
a nature museum featuring displays that take
you back in time to glimpse Minakuchi as it
was 2 3 million years ago along with
dioramas and other exhibits.

¢ 0748-63-6712 P.14¢C-2
(Minakuc hi Kodomo no Mori Nature Museum)
900 am -4.00 pm

Monday (Tuesday if Monday falls on a holiday)
Free Admission to nature museum 200 yen
TR0 Minakuc hi-c ho Kita-naiki, Koka-shi

[ Take a taxi from JR Kibukawa Station (5 min)
EiFree

Fossil Tunnel at the nature museum




4949490000900 s0ssutbetniitassntttttttttans -...

A50 g pack
2f*Shigaraki”
Asamiyatea with
full-bedied flavar
and rich aroma,
sosts ust 1,000 yen.

TLocally produced
teawith a
refreshing, mild
flavor

“Shigaraki” Asamiya tea ]

from Katagi Koukaen

Katagi Fouksen & a tea plntaton where peopke
giow tea in hammony with the ervionment.

This superb oigant tea & made from carefully
selected young tea kaves harvested meary
summer usirg a special processing technique.

¢ 0748-84-0135 IBPI14A-3
E29:00 am - 5:00 pm E¥Not scheduled

B8 1090 Shigaraki-cho Miyajin, Koka-shi
E=Take a taxi from Shigaraki Station on the
Shigaraki Kogen Railway (18 min) @Free

§r mttn O
and more

Dotted with beautiful tea plantations, Koka produces

Savor the exquisite flavor of

Asamiya tea

Green Tea Otona

from Cha-no-miyagura

Roll

This shop nm by a tea grower in Asamiya
offers wll cakes made with the tea it
produces. Featuring a rich flaver,
cakes ae popular among shoppers. They
come in sencha and matcha flavors, The
shop also sells homemade gelto.

(I2P.14 A-3

¢ 0748-84-0405
B 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

@M Tuesday and third Wednesday of the month
[T 20-1 Shigaraki-cho Shimo-asamiya, Kaka-shi
(2l Take ataxifrom Shigaraki Statior on - e
the Shigarad Kogen Railway (12 miry) - £

EFee
The sencha flavered
Otona Roll is 1,405 yen.

quality tea and delicious tea flavored sweets. Rice grown
with Koka’s pristine water goes into making hpanese sake
and mochi rice cakes, the local specialties. Picking fruit
when it’s In season 1s fun for the whole family.

Pew! Open S

Using the tea leaves grown in Ohmi's
Tsuchiyama Tongu aea and locally

a special wasting tec hnique that brings out
the best of the tea’s flavor. Try its original
hajicha flavored sweets, such as monaka
and dorayaki in the attached tea house.

¢"0748-67-1333 WBP 15D-2

Station (25 min), get off at Ono Imajuku [@Free
Relax and enjoy tea with sweets at Horaku

Ta.Le abreak at a hojicha tea salon

Ohmi-cha Maruyoshl—]

harvested tea leaves, this tea shop employs !

fu

k
Enjoy hojicha and sweets (324
yen). You can choose one of
three types of sweets.

EB9:30am - 6:00 pm EMOpen daily EEB2723 Tsuchiyama-cho Ono,
Koka-shiTake Koka Community Bus Tsuchiyama Honsen at JR Kibukawa

these roll

=

Swieets that accentuat
the flavor and aroma
Asamiya green tea

Matcha I@@@&m—

from Yamamoto-en

The matcha
_<kuzumochi cakes
/" are 216 yen each,
4 1,080 yen for 5.

Asamiya Ochabatake (greentea
tiramisu) with premium hejicha
(950 yen)

Inside the tea shop is at room
called “With Tea."

Gallery-mamma
mia has displays
of woodcraft and
ceramics.

Savor tasty tarts in an 1dvlhc
setting

patisserie MIA —

This gallery and patisserie operating in a
renovated old wooden school house offers
a warm, cozy atmosphere that hars back
to yesteryear k offers cakes and more
baked on the plemises. @GP.15D-3

¢ 0748-86-1552

E812:00 pm - 4:00 pm (carry-out and gallery
11:00 am - 5:00 pm) E@Monday and Tuesday
EEEI 335 Konan-cho Nogawa, Koka-shi B Take a
taxifrom JR Terasho Station (8 min) @Free

-

Strawberry tart (518 yen) and
raspberry milk (626 yen)

£ 0748-84-0014
B¥9:00 am - 5:00 pm (tearoom 10:00 am - 5:30 pm)
Monday (Tuesday if Monday falls on a holiday)
EERN275-1 Shigaraki-cho Kami-asamiya, Koka-shi
[EJ Take a taxi from Shigaraki Station on the Shigaraki Kogen
Railway (10 min) [@ Free

The center of this kuzumochi made with Yoshino
kudzu is filled with sweet bean paste incorporating
lots of Asamiya matcha. The robust full flavor, color,
and aroma of the green tea eally come through

3P4 A3

'What's Asamiya tea?

Azamiya ea = a high
quality tea gmwnon
a misty mountanside
simated 500 meters ahove
seakevel Featunng a
unifque aroma and flavsr,
Asamiva = one of Japan= |
fiva lzading tea brands.

Zhiga Pefectze s bgest poducer
of ga Buliyama & home to vast
‘tea phnmibns thatstechout acmwss

its rolling “ills. Tha first “suchiyama
tea E belleved to bave beenmown
fom seeds talen fom Dainlar i
Bopk nKotw.

Enjoy the savory flavor
Cold Brew Akachan
Bancha from

Tatsuoka Seicha

Containing no caffeine, this tea is great
forpeople of all ages. The company
also offers falk harvested bancha, which
it makes filom tea leaves hawvested

in October or later using a special

technique. - rop 15

¢ 0748-66-0025

B900 am - 5:00 pm ERSunday
and holidays ERFB982 Tsuchiyama-
cho Kita-tsuchiyama, Koka-shi

(3 Take Koka Community Bus
Tsuchiyama Honsen from JR
Kibukawa Station (35 min), get of f
at Higashi-tsuchiyama [@Free

55 J o=

head w2t

Tatsuoka's cold brew
~\ Akachan Bancha (840
J yen/400 g) is also sold
' atthe Ano Tsuchiya-
ra roadside station




nja Mochi (pack of 10)

Mochipounded in thes™
traditional way

Ninja Mochi from

Koka Mochi Factory

These healthy nice cakes inspied by the Nimja diet
come in five different flavors: yuzu. shiso, yomogi,
sesame, and yam.

@BP.15D-2
¢ 0748-88-5841
8830 am- 530 pm [@8 Monday (Tuesday if Monday falls on a
holiday) EEE12121-1 Koka-cho Kosaji, Koka-shi g Take ataxi
from JR Koka Station (10 min) @ Free
Koka Mochi
Kobo hasa
restaurant that
serves light
fare including
gomoku ankake
rice noodles

Featuring items supplied by
some 500 farmers

JA Green Hana
ox's Marked)

The shop carries beally grown farm pwoducts as wellas
food produets such as miso and piekles. The shelves are
stocked with fresh vegetables harvested every mommeg by
=ome of the 500 farmers who have signed up as suppliers.

£ 0748-62-0711
B9.00 am- 6:00 pm DPISE-4
Open daily (may be temporarily closed far inventory)
EEER6111-1 Minakuchi-cho Minakuchi, Koka-shi

EWalk 10 min from Minakuchi Jonan Station on the Ohmi Railway
Eree

This is the place to shop for
local produce!

Bottled tea is also avaiable.

Sake made with n

: o Made fiom Ayukawa ice, giown with This ancient black sticky rice reminiscent of the
i mimimum use of chemical pestcides and ninja in black is rich in nutrients such as
",  fertilzers and groundwater from the Suzuka anthocyanin, protein, and vitamins. I’s sold at

¢ 0748-60-4828

Ayukawa, Koka-shi

—— 2,880 yen

Delicious fresh blue-
berries

Pick sweet and juicy
blueberries

Miya Berry’s
blueberry farm
At this pickyouwr own fam you
can enjoy all the ripe, plump

{ blueberres you can eat. The
farm also has a shop where you

{ canbuy jam.

[EP.15D-3
{ £ 0748-60-1746

: IE8:00 am- 400 pm

{ E3Allyou-can-eat 1,000 yen,

/ All-you-can-eat + to-go 1,500 yen

| IR} 462 Konan-cho Nogawa, Koka-shi
ElTake a taxi from JR Kaka Station (10 min)
EFree

{spring water from beneath
[ the Suzuka Mountains

Aiga from Sugoi
- Eenou Ayukawa

Mountains, this sake i hand-crafted
| according to the age-old biewing tradition of
a place wheie time passes sbwiy.

8 [@®1226-1 Tsuchiyama-cho

A 500 g bag of
L ‘Ataste as refined as Kurokage rice is
*ta stream of crystal priced at 1,296
clear water Aiga 500 yen. It's great
- ml 1,030 yen, 1800 mi when cocked

atural Bringing delicious, healthy
food from the home of the
ninjas to your table
Kurokage Rice from

Minori Sangyo

the Michrno-eki Amo Teuchiyama, Konan
Parking Area, and Tsuc hiyama Service Area.

@mP.14C2

¢ 0748-86-4778
[ER82472 Konan-cho
Ryuboshi, Koka-shi

with white rice.

Kafuka Strawberry Farm
Farty-five minutes of all-you-

caw eat strawbeny picking, with
complimentary chocolate sauce and
condensed milk Thewre's also a market
where local produce and Kafuka

gelato are sold.

A sprawling farm of 35.0-00-
strawberry plants

¢ 0748-63-5811 [HP.15E-4
EB10:00 am - 4:00 pm

[E®WOpen daily

32,000 ven (Jan. 4 - Mar. 20),

1,700 yen (Mar. 21 - May 9), 1,400 ven (May 10- late May)
[EEE5940-4 Minakuchi-cho Minakuchi, Koka-shi
E3Walk 10 min from Minakuchi Jonan Station on the
Ohmi Railway |
EFree

B8 Barrier free

Pick sw eet red apples

Kafuka Apple
Orchard

Picking times vary depending on
apple variety. Tsugaru i harvested
fiom late August to eardy September;
Jonagold in mid-October Orin from
late October to early November; and
Fugi around mid-November m P15 D- Apple picking is fun!
¢ 080-3846-6773 189:00 am - 4:00 pm (reservations required)
31,500 yen EEEI2520 Koka-cho Aburahi, Koka-shi

EdTake a taxi from JR Koka Station (5 min) [@Free

Sweets bearing ninja names make a perfect souvenir

Taste differentlocal
specialties and compare

Koka-1yu Ninja-mali, a sushiwll made with locally produced kanpyo
and rice, is offered at restaurants that have a black ninja flag.
Shigamki's original Tanukrdonis served at estaumnts bearmg an
aranges Tanukl-dan flag.
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17th~19th Yakuyoke Festival
Tanmra Sheine/(THP.15 E-1

" 0748-66-0018 (Tamura Shrine)

Held in the shnne associated with

Sakanoue no Tamuramara, the festival is

fondly called Tamura Matsuri.

22Ninja Day
February 22 is ceriified by the Japan Anniversary Association as Ninja
Day. On this day various ninja-themed events are hald across Japan.

Iate Maich

Ai no Tsuchiyama Saio Princess Procession
Starting at Ono Herentary School and ending atthe
ruins of Barumi Saio TongwW/{IGP.15 D-2

£ 0743-66-1602

(Ai no Tsuchiyama Culre and Sports Promotion Coundil)

People dressad up in Heian era costume ra-snact the Saio
Princess Procession

19th and 20th

Minakuchi Hikiyama Festival
Mnakuehi Shrine and nearby areas/{I3P.15 E-4
¢ 0748-60-2650

(Koka City Tourism Association)

The highlight of ihe festival is the procession

of 1& Hikivama fleats and Minakuchi-bayashi.

dynamic festival music derived from Kanda-

bayashi, which is unusual fer western Japan.

Late Apiil

Yomigaere Minakuchi Okayama Castle
Summit of Mt. Kojo/(THP.15 F-4

£" 070-5509-4646

(i i-Okay jyo A iation Administrative Office)
A huge inflatable castle representing Minakuchi Okayama Castle
is set up atap Mt Kgjo {site of the Minakuchi Okayama Castls
Ruins) and fluminated at night.

3 Kenketo Dance

Biki Shrine/ () P15 D-2

¢ 0748-67-0533 (Taki Shrine)

Elementary school boys dressed in bright colored costumes
dance to the beat of drums and bells. The festival is nationally
designated as a Selected Intangible Folk Cultural Property.

3md Miss Kunoichi Audition
Foka Nija Village/(J[j P15 D-2

& 0748-83-5000 (Koka Ninja Village)

Taking place in the bithplace of the ninja, this event
is where the top kunoichi {female ninja) is selected.

Sunday in mid-June Koka-ryu Ninja Test
Fonarrcho/([P.14 C-2

¢ 0748-60-2690 (Koka City Tourism Association)

Pass this test and you will be a certified Koka ninja. Onee

you pass the elementary level test, you cah mave on to the
intermediate and advanced lsvels.

Sy

7th Tanabata Festival

Yagawa Shrine/ ([P, 14 C-2

¢ 0748-86-2016 (Chamber of Commerce Konan Branch)
Spectacular tezutsu hanabi (hand-held firsworks} are sel off as an
offering to the shrine, which is decked out in Tanabata decorations.

231 and 24th Ohara Gion

Otori Shrine/fIJ P.15 D-2

¢ 0748-83-2008 (Otori Shrine)

On the eve of the festival people bearing lanterns on their heads
clash with one another, ramming sach ather’s lanterns. Ths main
festival features a gauntlet run by paricipants carrying flowers.

4th Satwday Shigaraki Fire Festival
Shingu Shrine and M. Atago area

(Shigaraki-cho Nagano)/ (T3P, 14 A-4

£ 0748-82-0873

(Pottery Capital Shigaraki Festival Committes:
This Shinto festival unique ta Shigaraki, the

poltery capital is held to give thanks to fire. Many
participants carry torches from Shingu Shrins

located at the foot of Mt Atago fo Toki Shrine at the
meuntain's summil as a sacred offering.

9th Sen-nichi Mairi

Rekuyarji Brople/ I P15 D-3

£ 0748-83-3890 (Rakuya ji Temple)

Jize statues and the temple’s main hall lit by candle lights create
a magical atmosphere,

16th Somagawa Summer Festival

Somagawa/([ P.14 C-2

¢ 0748-62-2027 (Kibukawa Community Center)

This riverside summer festival, dedicated to word peace, features
goma kuyo {holy fire ceremony), floating lantems, and fireworks

13th Omiya Gomori

Abwahi Shrive/([HP,15 D-3

& 0748-88-2106 (Aburahi Shrine)

This fantastical festival featurss flames fusled by oil. given to the
shrine as an offering, that are kept burning until midnight.

Day before Physical Riness Day

“All Japan Ninja’s Contest”

Foka Nija Vllage/(T3p.15 D-2

£ 0748-83-5000 (Koka Ninja Village)

This popular event brings togather ninja wannabes from all
across Japan as they put their shuriken, obstacle courss, wall
climking, water spider, and other skills to the test in competition
with ona another.

“Information provided hers is
eurrent as of December 2018,
Dates are subject to change.

Al m._x"!'su’c(rﬁyarﬁé aio:
Princess Processin

3-day weekend ircluding Physical Finess Day
Shigaraki Pottery Festival

Ceramics (at Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural F‘arig}f'
P14 A-4

0748-83-1755
(Pottery Capital Shigaraki Festival Committee)
This annual festival atiracts large crowds of pottery fans
from across Japan. The fastival consists of the Shigaraki
ware art exhibition showcasing the latest works of local
pottery studios and potiers as well as the potiery markst
wherz yeou can find your new favarite dishes and tanuki
figurines.

8th Shigaraki Tanuki Day

Across Shigaraki-cho/(IP.14 A-4

¢"0748-82-2345 (Shigaraki Tourist Association)

Nevember 8th is certifiad by the Japan Anniversary Assaociation
as Shigaraki Tanuki day. It's 2 day dedicated to Shigaraki ware
tanuki figurines. Many fun events associated with th2 tanuki are

hald on and around this day, such as the national belly drum
contest and Shigaraki Kogen Railway's Tanuki Train.

Koka-Ryu Nin Nin Fireworks

JA Foka parking lot/(ZP.15 E-4

¢ 0748-60-2690 (K oka City Tourism Association)

* The date will be decided by the fireworks committes.
Please check the Koka City Tourism Assaciation
wehsits for updates.

About Japan Eeritage

Japanese tangible and intangidle
cultueal propertiesiassets, Le. regional
histones, tradifions and custon's. are
passed down for generations through
namatives. These stories, tefing of the
|legacy of our culture and hetones. have
been designated as “Japan Herlage™
by the Agency of Cukural Afairs.

In April 2017 two stones from Koka

Japan Heritage Site samed the Japan Heritage designation.

Published in January 2019

Published by the Koka Cffice of Tourism and
Future Planning

(Koka City Tourism Planning and Promotion Office)
Produced by Shobunsha Publications, Inc.

#® Information provided in this publication is current as of December 2018.

® [nfermation about the events and facilities (address, hours, days closed, fees, and contact information) is subject to change. Pleass check beforehand.

#® Operaling hours of a facility indicate the hours during which it is open to the public. For restaurants, the hours shovan here are from the time they open uniil the time the last
orders are taken, For other facilitiss, the hours arg fraim the time the doers apen until the last admission,

#® Days dosed refers to regulary scheduled days facilities are desed and does notinclude New Year, Golden Vieek, and summer helidays or when faciliies are temporarily closed.




