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""Scholar—official'"' Culture and China's Reunification

ZHANG Hai-bin
(Dept of Humanities and Law, Dalian Fisheries University, Dalian 116023, China)

Abstract: China's Qin and Han Dynasties and the Roman Empire were unified empires of great popularity,
but they were totally different in political and cultural traditions in the beginning. China was a country of
great unity in political and cultural traditions, with "scholars-officials" being the representatives of its political
culture. On the other hand, the Roman Empire was built on the basis of city-state political and cultural
traditions, citizens being the core representatives of its political culture. China after the collapse of the Qin
and Han Dynasties maintained for a long time this big unity as a result of the long-term duration of the scholar
culture. But after the fall of the Roman Empire, Europe saw the rise of a dual social structure consisting of
feudal knights and Christian priests, and hereafter experienced a long period of political division.

Key words: big unity; political culture; scholar-official; citizen
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