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RN UNPUBLISHED COIN OF TIGRRNES I

Historical Background

Information concerning the events that took place in Asia Minor after Alexander

the Great is sketchy. After the death of Alexander the Great (323 B.C.), his empire

was divided by his generals. Selecius created for himself a kingdom in Syria and
Mesopotamia. Armenia was conquered by his successors but the Seleucids were
never able to establish direct control over Armenia. They were satisfied by

appointing satraps, called "strategos," from the local princes and collecting taxes

from them. At this time Armenia was divided into four major segments: Armenia
Major (Greater Armenia, east of Euphrates River), Armenia Minor (Lesser Armenia),

Sophene, and Commagene.
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Under the rule of the Seleucid Antiochus the Great (223-187 B.C.), Artaxias was

named as the strategos of Armenia Major, and Zariadres, strategos of Sophene.

Artaxias and Zariadres (Artashes and Zareh in Armenian), taking advantage of the

Seleucid defeat by the Romans at Magnesia (191 B.C.), declared themselves

independent kingdoms. Rome recognized their status as independent kings. Therefore,

two Armenian kingdoms coexisted at the same period. Armenian historians consider

189 B.C. as the year when the Artaxiad (Artashesian in Armenian) kingdom was

created.''

According to the Armenian historian Moses Khorenats'i, Artaxias I (190-160

B.C.) struck coins with his effigy.2 So far no coin has been found attributed to

Artaxias I, the founder of the Artaxiad dynasty.^ Khorenats'i also mentions that

Artaxias ordered that the borders of villages and farms be marked with rectangular

stones.^ Recently, several such marker stones with Aramaic inscriptions have been

discovered. One such stone found near the shore of Lake Sevan reads, "King Artaxias,

the son of Orontid Zariadres." Artaxias established his capital Artaxiata (Artashat in

Armenian) which was built at the suggestion of Hannibal of Carthage when he fled from

the Romans and took refuge in Armenia. Artaxiata replaced the ancient capital cities

of Armavir and Ervantashat. During the Artaxiad dynasty (189 B.C. - A.D. 6),

Armenia reached the zenith of its political, military, and economic power. Several

dynasties ruled Armenia thereafter but none approached the splendor of this dynasty.

Artaxias I was followed by his elder son Artavasdes I (160-123 B.C.).

Artavasdes ruled thirty-seven years but so far no coins have been found which can be
attributed to him. Artavasdes did not leave any heir; his brother, Tigranes I (123-96

B.C.), ascended the throne of the Artaxiads.

''

H. Manandian, K'nnakan tesuVyun hay zhoghovrdi patmuVian [A Critical Survey of the

History of the Armenian People] (Yerevan, 1944), Vol. I, pp. 100-135 (in Armenian); Hay
zhoghovrdi patmutyun [History of the Armenian People] (Yerevan, 1971), Vol. I, pp. 500-520
(in Armenian).

2 Moses Khorenats'i, PatmuVyun hayots' [History of the Armenians] (St. Lazare, Venice,

1955), p. 193 (in Armenian); History of the Armenians, translation and commentary by
Robert W. Thomson (Cambridge, MA, 1978), p. 147; Haykakan sovetakan hanragitaran [Soviet

Armenian Encyclopedia] (Yerevan, 1976), Vol. II, pp. 139-140 (in Armenian).

2 In 1971, Asbed Donabedian publishd a coin which he attributed to Artaxias I ("A Copper
Coin of Artaxias I; The Founder of the Artaxiad Dynasty," Haigazian Armenological Review,
Vol. II (1971), pp. 135-143, in Armenian with English summary). Bedoukian included this coin

in his corpus (see below, note 13, pi. I, No. 2). A similar well preserved specimen was
recently published by Mesrop Abgarians ("Four Rare Artaxiad Copper Coins," Armenian
Numismatic Journal, Ser. I, Vol. XVI (1990), No. 3, pp. 23-27, No. 4). Abgarians reattributed

this copper coin to Artavasdes III (5-2 B.C.).

^ G. A. Tiratsian, Artashes A-i arameatar noragyut ardzanagruVyund [The Newly Found
Aramaic Inscriptions of Artaxias I] (Yerevan, 1957), pp. 107-108 (in Armenian); Soviet
Armenian Encyclopedia (Yerevan, 1984), Vol. X, p. 146 (in Armenian).
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In the past, many western historians have not recognized Tigranes I. They

regarded Tigranes the Great {95-55 B.C.) as Tigranes I. Manandian has a lengthy

discussion on this subject. He points out that Parthian king Mithridates II (123-88

B.C.) conquered all the southern states neighboring Armenia. On the battlefield

Armenia was defeated but not conquered. Furthermore, Tigranes II, heir to the throne

of the Artaxiads, was taken to Parthia as a hostage. Appian testifies that Tigranes II

was the son of Tigranes I who was the brother of Artavasdes I. The testimony of

Appian is also verified by Moses Khorenats'i. Khorenats'i notes that Artavasdes had

no son. His brother Tiran succeeded him. Tiran or Tigranes I was the father of

Tigranes II. The modern eight-volume series History of the Armenian Peopie and the

thirteen-volume Soviet Armenian Encyciopedia have reached the same conclusion:

Tigranes II was the son of Tigranes I; Artavasdes I and Tigranes I were brothers.

Tigranes I ruled after the death of Artavasdes l.^

Coinage of Tigranes i (123-96 B.C.)

Western numismatists were not strangers to the ancient coins of Armenia. They
could read the Greek inscriptions and notice the characteristic Armenian tiara so

prominently placed on the heads of Armenian kings. There existed considerable

confusion however, in attributing them precisely. The main reasons probably were
lack of a comprehensive study, paucity of specimens, and the fact that most coins

were inscribed with just one or two names, either Tigranes or Artavasdes.^

Among European scholars Victor Langlois was the first numismatist to attempt a

catalogue of the ancient coins of Armenia.^ He listed all specimens known at that time

and published their line drawings. As much as one can admire Langlois' initiative, it

must be admitted that some of the attributions were questionable and the catalogue

lacked a corpus. Later, a respectable treatise was written by Ernest Babelon,® and

numerous other articles on ancient Armenian coins appeared.®

Recently R. D. Sullivan"’ ° and Clive Foss"’"’ authored lengthy articles on the coinage
of the Artaxiads. Research on Armenian numismatics must be encouraged in the

^ Manandian, pp. 134-135; Alexandrini Appiani, Historia Romana XI, De rebus syracis, ed.

L. Mendelsson, 2 vol. Bibl. Teubn (Leipzig, 1879), p. 48; M. Khorenats'i, translation by
Thomson, pp. 203-204; History of the Armenian People, p. 553; and Soviet Armenian
Encyclopedia, Vol. XI (Yerevan, 1985), p. 697.

® B. V. Head, Historia Numorum: A Manual of Greek Numismatics (reprint, Chicago, 1967),

pp. 754, 772; George MacDonald, "The Coinage of Tigranes I," Numismatic Chronicle, Ser. IV,

Vol. II (1902), pp. 193-201; et al.

^ Victor Langlois, Numismatique de I'Armenie dans I'antiquite (Paris, 1859), 87 pp., 6 pis.

® Ernest Babelon, Les Rois de Syrie, d'Armenie et de Commagene (Paris, 1890), pp. CCI-
CCVII, 213-216, 268.

® For a complete bibliography of material relating to this subject see Y. T. Nercessian,
Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature (Los Angeles, 1984), pp. 266-317.

Richard D. Sullivan, "Diadochic Coinage in Commagene After Tigranes the Great,"
Numismatic Chronicle, Ser. VII, Vol. XIII (1973), pp. 18-39.
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numismatic community since there are many missing links and obscure areas.

Sullivan and Foss find "no firm evidence that Tigranes I (123-96 B.C.) reigned at all."

Both of them reject the attribution of any copper coin to Tigranes I on the grounds of

"history and style." However, both of them failed to explain who ruled Armenia after

the death of Artaxias I (190-160 B.C.) and accession of Tigranes the Great (95-55

B.C.) to the throne of the Artaxiads.

Under the rule of Tigranes II the Great Armenia climbed to an unparallelled power
and prosperity. All rulers who followed him envied him, since none could emulate

what he accomplished. Therefore, all the successors of Tigranes II the Great followed

his pattern of coinage: obverse portraying the bust of Artaxiad king to right wearing

a tall five-pointed tiara and on the side of tiara an eight-pointed star.

The coinage of Armenia, up to the period of Tigranes the Great was in a formative

state. This could explain why coins of Tigranes I have a four-pointed tiara, eight-

pointed star, and facing to left.

In attributing the coins of Tigranes I, Henri Seyrig''^ came closest. He mentioned a

Senior Tigranes, a predecessor of Tigranes the great and probably his father. When
five kings with the name "Tigranes" exist in a dynasty and none inscribe I, II, III, IV,

or V next to his name on a copper coin more than two thousand years old, a

numismatist can only examine the actual coin itself and evaluate the available data.

Based on the design, style, fabric, and legend, the coins in question can be assigned
only to one ruler, namely, Tigranes I (123-96 B.C.).

It was destined to Paul Z. Bedoukian to present the numismatic community with an
attribution which was based on research, up-to-date historical and archaeological

evidence, and a detailed corpus listing more 600 coins."' ^ Even here Bedoukian would
be the first to admit that because most of historic Armenia is occupied by Turkey and
thus closed to archaeological excavations, future finds could not only complete the
missing links in Armenian numismatics but also might necessitate reattribution of

some Armenian coins.

Bedoukian attributed four types of copper coins to Tigranes I with the following

reverses:

1. A tree and Greek inscription (No. 1).

2. Zeus Nicephorus seated on a throne, resting left hand on a sceptre, right hand
holding a wreath, and Greek inscription (No. 2).

3. Standing figure to right, wearing a tiara, tunic descending to his knees, left hand
holding an eagle, right hand holding a long spear, and Greek inscription (No. 3).

Clive Foss, "The Coinage of Tigranes the Great," Numismatic Chronicle Vol 146
(1986), pp. 19-66.

1 0
Henri Seyrig, "Tresor Monetaires de Nisibe," Revue Numismatique, Ser. V, Vol. XVII

(1955), pp. 87-128; p. 113, first paragraph, "... Aussi n'hesitons-nous pas a la donner a un
predecesseur de Tigrane le Grand, et tres probablement a son pere, Tigrane I'Ancien."

Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia (London, 1978), 81 pp., 8 pis.

Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XVI (1991)



5c (enlarged 2x)

5d (enlarged 3x)

Y. T. Nercessian, An Unpublished Coin of Tigranes I
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4. Nike [without wings] standing to right with a wreath in left hand, right hand raised

up, and Greek inscription (No.

To these four coins, a fifth type needs to be added which was left out probably

because of the lack of sufficient specimens to form a corpus even though it is

discussed extensively in the coinage of Tigranes."’^

5. Victory with wings standing to right, holding a palm branch in his right hand. In the

field monograms AA one below another and Greek inscription (Nos. 5a, 5b. 5c, 5d).

Pellerin was the first (1762) to publish'’® a line drawing of this type of coin (Fig.

5a) which had the monograms AAMJ. Later, another coin of Tigranes I was presented

by Sestini.'’^ Langlois published"’® the line drawing of a similar specimen with A A
monograms (Fig. 5b). The specimen that Langlois described belonged to the "Cab. de

France" (presently, Biblioteque Nationale, Paris). Langlois apparently considered the

monograms on his specimen incomplete and preferred to discuss the monograms
described on Pellerin's specimen. While there are four monograms, however, he

chose to date only the last three Greek • letters. According to Langlois, AMZ
represents the year 241 of the Seleucid era (A=1, M=40, z=200; AMI=241), or 71

B.C. It is interesting that both Pellerin and Langlois attributed their coins to Tigranes

the Great (95-55 B.C.). In all fairness, it should be mentioned that Ernest Babelon'’^

printed the photograph of the same coin and the weight 4.05 grams; although the

legend was not very clear he interpreted the first three words of the inscription

correctly, but attributed the coin of Tigranes I to Tigranes III (12-6 B.C.): he also

mentioned poorly legible monograms. Henri Seyrig^o described the same coin of

Tigranes, published the correct Greek inscription, and mentioned that in the field are

the letter M to the left and the letter A to the right, but gave it to Tigranes the Great.

Seyrig described this coin in an article where he published a coin hoard found in

Nisibis, southern Turkey, very close to Tigranocerta. The treasure consisted of 715
copper coins dating from 147 to 31 B.C. There were eleven copper coins of Tigranes I

which Seyrig had given to Tigranes the Great. The hoard did not include any coins

ibid., pp. 46-47, pi. I. Photographs 1-4, courtesy of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian.
^ ® ibid., pp. 10-11.

16 Joseph Pellerin, Recueil de Medailles de Rois, qui n'ont point encore ete publiees ou qui

sent peu connues (Paris, 1762), Vol. 1, p. 116, pi. XIII, No. 14.

1^ Domenico Sestini, Descrizione delle medaglie antiche Greche, del Museo Hedervariano
dal Bosforo Cimmerio fine aH'Armenia Romana (Firenze, 1828), Part II, p. 380, pi. XXIX, No.

1 5.

1® V. Langlois, p. 30, pi. II, No. 11.

1® Babelon, p. 216, pi. XXIX, No. 18.

Seyrig, pp. 112-118.

Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XVI (1991)



belonging to other Armenian kings of the Artaxiad dynasty. Jacques de Morgan^"! and

K. J. Basmadjian22 gave it to Tigranes IV (12-5 B.C. and 2 B.C.-A.D. 1).

A careful study of the Bibliotheque Nationale specimen plaster casts and pictures

photographed from the actual coin (5c) reveal that Pellerin, Sestini, Langlois,

Babelon, and Seyrig described the same specimen. This author can only assume that

because of the poor preservation of the coin, Pellerin, Sestini, and others gave

nonexistent obverse legends and added a few letters to the reverse monograms. The

reverse legend and monograms of the Bibliotheque Nationale specimen are similar to

the author's specimen legend and monograms given below.

At a recent auction of ancient coins conducted in Munich, Germany, the author

successfully purchased an unpublished^s copper coin of Tigranes I. The unique

features and about very fine preservation status of this coin make it worthy of

presentation in this paper (Fig. 5d).

The coin was not attributed properly in the auction catalogue. The cataloguer with

a question mark gave the coin to Tigranes III (20-8 B.C.) and the weight was

missing.24

Obverse: Head of the king to left, clean shaven and wearing a tall four-pointed tiara

which seems to be adorned with a star in the middle. A diadem knotted at

the back encircles the head and falls downward to his shoulders. Drapes

cover the neck.

Reverse: Victory is standing to right. The wing is open and pointed downward. The

right arm is outstretched straight ahead and holding a palm branch

vertically. Underneath the right arm, in the field, are the two monograms

AA one above the other
( ^)- To the left upward BACIAECOC / MEFAAOY ,

to

the right upward TirPANOY /
OIAEAAHNOC (To Great King Tigranes,

Philhellene).

Data: AE 18 mm, 6.14 g.,\ Author's collection

AE 18 mm, 3.99 g., f Biblioteque Nationale coll. (Pellerin, gen. fond 27)25

With regard to the Greek inscription of this coin, the top half of the first word and

the bottom half of the last word do not appear on this coin as well as they should.

21 Jacques de Morgan, Manuel de Numismatique orientate de I'antiquite el du moyen age

(Paris, 1923-1936), pp. 193-194.

22 K. J. Basmadjian, Numismatique generate de I'Armenie (Venice, 1936), p. 38 (in

Armenian).

23 Gerhard Hirsch, Munzen und Medaillen antiken; Auktion 165 (Munchen, 14 February

1990), p. 31, No. 505, pi. 19.

24 ibid.

25 My thanks are due to Mme Dominique Gerin for providing information on Pellerin

specimen and providing me with the plaster casts and photographs from the Biblioteque

Nationale.
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A letter was drafted to the auction house and information was requested about

subject coin's provenance, how it was found, the date, etc. A response indicated that

they could not give any further information.26

On all Artaxiad coins, the king is facing to right. The coins of Tigranes I are the

only known exceptions. According to the Bedoukian's corpus, the inventory of all

known coins of Tigranes I is four types and a total quantity of twenty-one. 27 For a

monarch who reigned for twenty-seven years this is a very small number. Tigranes I

differs from all other Artaxiad rulers who succeed him. It was after Tigranes the

Great who unified all Armenian lands into one country, and the coinage thereafter

followed a set pattern, that is, the king's head turned right.28

Y. T. NERCESSIAN
Pico Rivera, California

Sh4.PU^ U-h ITh U^Sh«^ 0»PUITC
[LiTirmilinLLr ]

CuLn LT. ^npbTuj ghhT ,
Lipmuu2tu p.pijuT Liuipbg pp UL|ijULnL|bpnL[: Suupn.

Upinuu2tup'L iLbpujqpnLLUb p.pijuJ qinlnLLub: Li. SoTuunibuibULiT 1971 p-.

L[bpujULjuu<;nL|3'buj Tp rvpuuJ' T q LLbpuuqpbg Lipin uu 2 tu b uu T ^lupuinnipbiii'L

<lhLJLLuri.pp LipinLU2tu Li-pT: 9uupb<; ^mnipbuj'L iLbpuuinugbg ujju bq,ULiL|p n.pujJ'Q

Pp Upuvjjzkubuj'l <PjjpuLnnLP'buu'l ppuuJibpp qpp^pl IT. LipquupbuuTg Zuuj
0<pijUifuuqpLnuui^ujl ZLUlpbu\^\j ^112 LnuL|uu6 ( 1990, 23-37, ppL 4) pp «0npu
<;LUCLnLUuqpLLn Lipiniju2hubuuT rppuuXbp» jorpnuJLibnLp uuju rppiuJ'Q iLbpuuqpbg
Lipin uuLUuq^rv T-pl,: LipiniU2 tupT juu2npr].bg pp nprvpl, LipinLULUjq_r]-Q

,
npilb,

J‘bq_p p.puuJ' “^uuuiud: Liii]uu Lipinuu2hubLJU'L qiu<;Q piupdpujguui LipiniuLuuq_ri.p'L

bripuujPG' SpqpmT li:

Lipuiuuzbubuul ‘^ujpuuinLp'buu'h qpujdibpp ('i.pblliu, 1983) qpp^pT J'l;2,

Siupb<^ ^ in ni L| b HI T, inniiud t Spqpuuli Li-pT (123-96 T.-f.) 2 ^pu inbuiuL]

upriTdbuuj r^puuXbp: TpajXbpni binp"L rppniuiiqnLiub bT ^;bmlibuJLTbpQ .

1 . Duun Tq Ll jniijiuinuua funpLuqpnippLT:
2. 9LiU “bpLib^np 'Luinuud h, quu^lpT, diufu dbn^Q pQ ^luTq^h J‘uuL|UU‘Lp Tq

L[piuj, iu2 8bn.£Q pQ pnlih iiiuuup Tq Ll jHiTiuiniun tunpujqpnippL'L:
3. Li2 n-Lupdiu6 luTd Tq, <^iu jpiuLjuul, funjpQ qLfupT, UL.|iupbqoinQ Tp 1^211

bnilipbpQ, 8iupj dba^nip L|p priTt uupdrpL Tq
,

uj2niL' Tpq_iutH T

q

L
jniljLUinujri funpiuqpnip-pLT:

4. SiurLPuuliUuLiQ [uiinuu'Lg piip] n-tigp iU2, LijuijuL| Jq pp priTt 8iii[u dbn^niL,
UU2 8bn^p i[bp i[bpgnLgiu6 Ll jniTiuiniun lunpuuqpniP'pL'l,:

Liju ^npuplj Llpiuj UL]tin£ t uuLbLgTbL ^pTqbpnpr^ Tq
,
np <;iulljuTlupljjp

uuTpiuLUupuup LUULnpuuL^ lJ'ni2p Tq up uu in z5 uu run l qp£p pnpipniup'L ^1:2 Tniui^

26 Private communication dated May 2, 1990.

27 Bedoukian, pp. 46-47, Nos. 3-6.

26 Read during the May 12, 1990 meeting of the Armenian Numismatic Society in Glendale,

California.
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q.nnduu6, <;uuL|LLiauLiL| np ^LnnLLibuu'b ^'I'buupLiuud t luju inbuujLiG hP

J-t2 (t2 10-11):

5. Smn.p-uu'bLijL^Q ^uu^qXuu^r t H-tLilP ulj2: P-LlD PUliQ t li nLan.nLUUd h H-tiMh i^uup:

li2 puuqniLiQ nLqqnmid t n-t>JL]h ujn.2li li riLqquu<;ujjbuug L|Q pnljt

uupJ’uuLb'bhh z^pi-n. J’D* ^2 puuqniLjhl l,bp£li p. uu

2

lti h J't.2 bpgni

jnLTjUupt'b Lmjun.bp' J'G'L LThLupl, L[puuj l,ULnuu6 (^): Suutupl. quupfb i4.bp'

BAClAECOC/MErAAOY, uu2h'b g.LJupt^ L^bp' TirPANOY / OIAEAAHNOC (Llp^uuj

Ubd^l Shqpuulp, SriL'Luuutpp):

5 uu Lp uu q h muu L| uu

I

j uinLbuuLljbp'

18 J'J', 6. 14 q. <;bqhXuu4P <;uLJLUU£UJ8n^

18 vTiJ, 3.99 q., / Biblioteque Nationale-p (^bLLbnhl,) ^uuLUJ£uu8n'b

Znu Lnbqhl t Jh2bL> np uuju qpuuJG uu fu uu ul| h u ILiLupuuqpnLULib t 3.

^bLLbnh'bp binqJt ( 1 762 ): O-puuiTh qduuqpnLP'buul, L[puuj pULiX AAMI jriLluupt'b

muunbpo: bpJl; qbp2 4,. Luul.qLnLUu lL|Uupuuqpbg XJ'm'L qpiiiJ' Jq, npHLl;

qbuuqpniP'buu

I

j 4.puuj quu! Jpuujlj hpiupni 4.puuj lULmub bp^ni AA inuunbpQ:

LuulqLnuu'L Xuu fuQ Xui pb g ^'L'LuuppbL ^bLlbn-plp qpuuJ'h'L l[plujP

'L 2uuljUjqpbpQ
,

npnli^ pp Linq^Tt J'tp'buupuu'bnLb guul. 241 ubLii'Hbuj'L

l^'nLUuqpnLl^pL'b ^luJ" 71 ‘L.'P.: ^bLlbripl li Luu IqLnujLi qbpuuqpbgpl ppbl^g

qpuuOLbpn Spqpuulj Lfb6pl: b. PiupbLnlj <; puu imu puu L|b g Luu 1. qLnmi jp

LL|Ujpujqpiu8 qpuuJ'Q Ll qbpuuqpbg quujlj Spqpuulj 9>-p'L: huL| Z. Utjppq
'LL|Ujpujqpb g unjlj qpuuLfQ Lfdrpp'bp qpiu J’uuqpLinp'L <;bLn J’pLUinbq: Znu gujjpl,

715 Lqqldbuuj qpuiCJLbp, npnlg J‘t2 biuujplj Spqpuul Ll-p ii| uu ui 4 uu n q I I

qpuuCJLbp: Uhjppq pnLnpl ujl qbpuuqpbg Spqpuu'L Lrbqpl;:

tDuuppqp Biblioteque Nationale-p 'LJ‘nL2p'b nLunLXuuuppnLP'pL'UQ bqpuuguu gnug
,

p-t ^bLLbnpTj, Luul.qLnLUJ li uujl <;bqpXuuL|'Lbp Ij^uupLJuqpuub bX Xnjq qpuuJQ:
M’bplip P't qpujJ’p quuun qpz5uu4pq ul| uu in z5 uu n. uu l qpuu Juu qtin IbpQ
uupduu'buuqpnuP'pLlj'ijbpQ utuuuL p'uP'bpg 1111111 8 bl: Biblioteque Nationale-p

lJ'riL2pl ujpduuluuqpnLP'pLllbpl nu J'bluuqpbpQ 4 d IJ'uulpl qbpli

14LupuuqpnLUu8 ^bqpluugpl lLrnL2pl uupduuluuqpnLP'pLllbpnLl nu

J’bluuqpbpnL'L:

LipLnLU 2 tubuulj pnLnp qpuuXbpnul qpuuj uup^uujp gpuuulqppl nuqqnLUJb b

qtULiP UU2: LTpuug puu guun.riLP'pLlQ L|Q guuqiTbl Spqpuul Li-p qpuuCLbpg, npnl£
L|Q ^uujpl qtuqp 8uu|\j: Cuun 'PuinL^buulp qpp^pl' Spqpuul U-p Qlq’^uu'Lnup

qpuudLbpnu inbuuuL|Q znpu t ti ^uuIuu^q' ^uuulJ'tg: qpuuLUjbunp J'q "luuJuup, np
quu^uuLiuupb g ^uuulboP' unuupp, uuju qpuuXbpQ 4 q lbpU|UU juu glbl 2uuun

u uu <; J" uu 1 uu ip uu
L| £uu1uu4 J'q: Spqpuul LTb8'L tp np J'puugnug pnpnp ;uu jpuuUiuul

-^nqbpQ J't4 bp4pp uuu<; J'uul'Lbpnul J'b2- ppbl juu 2 npqnq pnpnp
unppuuLjuuLlbpnu'L qpuuJubpQ <;buiiibguulj <;uuuLnuumnLuu8 uumulqnuP'buu'L'
uup^uujp Lipuuulqppl nLqqnuuu8 qhiqp uu2:

b. P-. IbnUtUbUl
CDp£0 Opqbpuu, 'PuUQp^np'LpUU

Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XVI (1991) 21



RRMENIflN NUMISMRTIC LITERRTURE

07 ALMA. ALMA Plans Spring Opening in New Expanded Quarters. Armenian Observer, Vol.

XX (17 January 1990), No. 9, p. 9; Asbarez, Vol. LXXX (3 February 1990), No. 8699, p. 30;
NorOyank, Vol. XII (18 January 1990), No. 5. p. 49.

While publicizing the Armenian Library and Museum of America, mention is made that

organization’s collection also includes coins among other material and artifacts relating to the

culture of Armenian people.

UJbphijUJjh Zujj 9-pujri.ujp'Lh'i ft I^UJ'bquLipuu^h^ duu^nLgJ'uul

jP2 nuju8 t l^UJq.JuJl^bpujnL|^bUJ^ <;ujLUj£ajdrn^ ijQ oiujpnL^uj^t h-PuuXbp <;ujj

J‘2 UJi|njP'h hpbprt ^bm Jpoimbn.:

08 HAYRENIKY DZAYN. Hushamedalner erkrasharzhi tarelitsMn artiv [Medallions on the

First Anniversary of Earthquake - ZnL2 UJJl;n.uJLl»bp bqpuu 2 uupcfh umjpbLhgh'i uua^pq..

Hd/renikyDzayn, Vol. Vol. XXV (24 January 1990), No. 4 ( 1277), p. 5. In Armenian.
The West German firm Numiverzal-Mako has issued two medallions to mark the first

anniversary of the 7 December 1 988 earthquake of Armenia.

UpLLJ'mujqbpJ'ui'ijUuquj'i ^ppJ’oi'L' ‘UnLJTutbpquJL-ti'ujqn p-nirujpquLidr t bpqrt

jni2UJJT:n.uJL ZuLijujuuuju'Lh 7 O-bqq.bJ'pbp 1988 p. bpqpuj 2 uupcth luaujgh'i maipbLhgh'ii
uja^pi:

09 K'ALANT'ARIAN, Aram. Dvin -
'iiibh 4Pbg' UpoiJ" 'foiLOiljp-ujpjuj'b. Yerevan;

Committee for the Preservation of Historical and Cultural Monuments. 1988, pp. 12-19, illus. In

Armenian,

Clay seals, and Sassanian, Byzantine, Arabic, Seljuq, and Georgian copper, silver, and gold

coins discovered at the site of the city of Dvin are mention^ in the context of a general description
of the city.

Soijm'boipbpnLuud qujLt qX£iun.pn2XbPD Ll uuuumXbLU'u, p^Lquu'b^).uJqaJ^,
mpujpujquu^, ubL2nLqbuu^ U qpiugaimjiJl oin.p'bdt, uup8uupt U nuqpt n-paiXbpp
jP2nLUj6 bl qp£h QH^uu^mp ^qaipiuqpnLl^bui^ iTtg:

10 LRAPER. Dramneri lezun [The Language of Coins] - Q-poiXbpp Lbqml. Lraper, Vol,

XLII (24 March 1990), No, 25, p. 5. In Armenian.
The article mentions that the name of Armenia was first inscribed on the silver coin of Mark

Anthony and Cleopatra (82-31 B.C.). In Armenia, first time a coin was struk during the period of

King Arsames (third century B.C.). The titles of the Artaxiad kings of Armenia are engraved on
their coins.

SoqnLOJdro ^D Jh2t I^L 2.uuJaiUlmu^p aiXrt'bo ojauJ 2pX uu'bqujJ' uupdojlujqpnujudr t
LTiupqnu U^inn'bpnup U Mqtnaiujmpaijh uupduup qpiuJ’p^ qpojj (82-31
ZuJJUJumuJ^^ JT; 2 , ujaLU2M uu^qoiJ’ qpuuJ i^nnuupqnLiud t Dnippp J‘t2, liP20iJ‘

pujqiuLnph muupp^bpnL^ (bppnpq q. Upmuu 2 LublJU^ oip^LulbpnLt
LnpmqnuljbpG ^uuljqujqnLUJd bl ppblg qpaiXbpriLl qpuu j:

1 1 NEUBECKER, 0. Heraldry: Sources, Symbols andMeaning, by Ottfried Neubecker, J.

P, Brooke- Little, and Robert Tobler. London: Macdonald 8^ Co Ltd., 1988, pp. 168-169, 224
illus.

While discussing heraldry, a coin of Tigranes the Great and two coat of arms attributed to the
kings of Cilician Armenia are displayed,

9-bppbpnL ^^'luupqj'm'b oiappL, u^uumqbpnnju6 bX Spqpiul vTbdp J> qpuuJ'Q Ll bpqn
qplujl2iAJ'bT»bp qbpuuqpniujd gGLh^buJl Ziujujumuulp j^oiqujLnp^bpnLi:

Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol . XVI ( 1 99 1

)

22



12 SARYAN, Levon A. Armenia's Stormy Heritage, by Leon A. Saryan. Numismatist, Vol.

cm (February 1990), No. 2. pp. 179, 224-227, 298-301
, illus.

To introduce Armenian coinage to collectors attracted to the lesser-known corners of

numismatics, Saryan presents a brief summary of three thousand years of Armenian history and

numismatics. The following coins and paper money are presented: Levon I, coronation tram, half

double tram, tram, and tank; Hetoum I, bilingual tram and tank; Levon III, takvorin; Gosdantin III,

takvorin; and Republic of Armenia, 1 00 ruble bank note.

'bmujqujqnj^u zSuuXignuudr n.pujJ'uuqhuinLl^hL'bD' <;bmuj£p^pnLnn. n.pujJ'uj<;uuLUU£-

'Lbpn'i drm'boRuug'ibLnL <;uuJ‘Lup, hp ajujinRbpujgnLJ>'L JI2 Uaipbiul. R’aivTipnipL

bpbp<;ujqLupuuvrbujj <;iujng LLjUjmJTiP'hLXl n qpuuJuuqhmnLRhLlp U R’p^duujt <!b-

uUibuuL qpujXbpli m f^ql^uuqpaiXbpo Llinl U, odtTuuli ^paiJ*, RLu bpR^poiJ", qpoitf U
qujliq. ib^nJ" U, bpRLbqnLboi'l qpajJ" li quilq. LlinX 9>, p-ujqnLnphl. Mnumuj'iqh'l
9', ^oiqnLnphl II Zaijiuumuj^h iuu'ipuuu.|bmnL|>hL'L, 100 anLpLhlng ^q^uuqpujJ':

1 3 SARYAN, Levon A. Ancient and Medieval Armenian Coinage, by L. A. Saryan. Coin News,
Vol. XXVI (November 1989), No. 10, pp. 24-28. illus.

Blending numismatics and history together, the author surveys the coins issued by the kings of

ancient and medieval Armenia. In this commentary the coins of Xerxes of Sophene (ca 220 B.C.),

Tigranes I (123-86 B.C.), Tigranes II (96-55 B.C.), Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.), Levon I

( 1 198-1219), Hetoum I ( 1226-1269), and Levon III ( 1301-1307) are presented. The names
of individuals through whose efforts the modern collector is able to retrieve knowledge on
Armenian numismatics are mentioned.

PajqiuqpbLnq n.pujJ'ajqfunnLl^hL'it m UL|uumJ'nL|»hLtG. <lbqh^uLiRQ Rq rt

vThg^ujn.ujpbuj^ 7uJJUJumuJ^h l^ujqoiLnpXbpnL |^nqijup9uj& qpujdLbpQ: liju J'bh'biupuj-
IfL^buuX J^2 'LLjUupujqprujud b^ *^ubp^ul;uh ( 2 nip2 220 ^ .-P . ) ,

SpqpuJl U-p ( 1 23-96
'l.'f.), ShqpUJ^ P-p (96-56 ‘b.'f.), lipmaiLUjqq P-p (56-34 “b.-^.), Lblin^ li-p
(1198-1219), U-p (1226-1269) U LlIn^ p.-p (1301-1307) qpuudubpo:
3p2nLLu8 b^ ^UJli lujl UJ^4bpD npn\g uu2tubumnL|^pL‘b^bpnL^ 2 Tinp<;pL lupqp
qpujJ'uj‘;ujLUU£Q l^lJupnq L qpojJ'uuqpmnLf^buu^ qbpuupbpbuuL mbqb^n^pLl
pLpaigTjbL:

14 SARYAN, Levon A. Collecting Armenian Ctoins: a Beginner's Guide, by Levon A. Saryan.
Ararat, Vol. XXXI (summer 1990) No. 3, pp. 50-54, illus.

The article presents basic information needed by a collector of Armenian coins: why collect
Armenian coins, what types of Armenian coins are readily available, where do Armenian coins
come from, how does one get startoi, is there a central source for books and information, where
can a new collector obtain some Armenian coins, what factors are involved in coin selection, how
does one house and care for a collection, how much should one expect to pay for Armenian coins,
are Armenian coins a good investment, and how can one be certain a coin is authentic.

Zujj qpojJ'uu^ujLuu^bbpnL oqmpb <;ujJ'ujp' joqruudfQ 9’QTidujjt ‘^PXuj9uj'l
^oj'Lo^nppL'Lbbp.- pt^m <;ujLUj£bL <;ujjRuj9uj‘i qpiuXbp, pt^ mbuujij <;oij9ujL|Uj'i

qpoiXbp qpLppLRbujJ'p hujpbtP t quilibL, <;uujl|UjRuj'b qpiuXbpQ npRpg hn quu!., J‘t.9C!

pb^ujtu ^pbLuj uRupL, ^bqpnl Jq qpp.pbpnL li 6iubo|»nLP‘bujXg <;oiJ‘ujp,
qpiuJ'iu<;ujLUJ£ JQ npLjpg qpi;iuj zSiupbL qpiuXbp, pb^ ^tmbp l^'npn2b^
qpujJTi J'o Q'LuipnLP'pLTjG. P'llULitu JT;9q ^p^bajj uyai^^ojUJ'bbL ^ luTiUuJ'^ moilpL pp
<^LULOi£Uj6np'b, JT; 9 g np^Luip t uj^ljijUJLL qzSujpbL ‘^uujiiuuiiuj'b qpuuJ'p J“q
<;ujJ'ujp, qpiuXbpD uupqbo^ m^mbuuu^uJ^ 2u^J‘5buqnp8nLJ' b^, II

pb^bitu qpojJ‘uj‘5ujLUJ£Q 4pbujj qumoi^; qlluljl np qpiuJ'Q •^uupaiqujLn i:

DONATIONS
(Period ending 30 September 1989)

Jamgochian, N 50.00 Saryan, L 10 00
Jernukian, A 12.00 Setian, Ch 42.00
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lyQO READERS' POLL

1 ‘',-sp+ T »*' I ic •All r;; .Q Kocr' t-
I • .«'•« . ^ w •» V • ' j'w'

X - ~I, i I. 27, 36. 37. -2'. -2. . 3 3.

2 A :r,3f!ntr,ropist sriouia psy ali or our puDiiCdtion expenses anc tne Dco^-S shoulo be :’S'’''bu'eo

.’ee OT obaroe *o "‘erriDer s, scnoo’s, Apranes. e'c

X ' -
’33)

’

a, .A pbnan’.nrop'st snoub,: pay part of our Duplication expenses ano the pook.s snou'O oe

Oistriputed at reduced charge to the members, schools, libraries, etc ^
’ 0, a

,
: ^3

b jreat idea if vcu can find someone i
~ A2 . 1 46!^

c I' you can tine one, otherw’se, see below, Nos 5a and 6e. '=^9'’;

d A great deal if v/ou can find one, how apout an organization suen as AGoN
' .“39

3 ‘'empersnip aues/suDScnption rates should be man enough to cover our oubiication expenses

and the Poofs should be distr’buted free of charge to tne membership

X^“i2. 105, 145. 153. 154, 160, 164, 166)

a biembership dues/subscr^ption rates should be mgh enough to cover par* of our

Duplication expenses, anc uooxs should De distributed at a special rate to the rriempersr
.

1 4ir
I • •

b hcr ease dues
' (76;

c Memcer ship dues/subsenpron rates should oe high enough to cc.'er ou'' pub’’oa*’ 0
''-

expenses. '.“107;

d Quarterly puolication yes, but not free books. (^10)

4 Present dues should Pe sufficient to receive the Society's publications without eyf a o‘':a*-ce

Xi^lO;
a, Raise membership cues to $ 1 2/year (^37)
b Present dues snoula Pe raised to S 15-20, (^41

)

c How could this Pe truet^ 1 39)

5 If we do not have the mone'/ and no one is purchasing them let's slow down or stop for a while

X i 0. 1 5, 3
1

, 43, 55, 94, 139, 160)

a. However, I appreciate the publications and hope we can keep them up. (97)

6 a Very few pecole are interested in numismatics. We should do only wnat our f'jmds allow

1 )

b ! would be willing to pay more in dues to offset any losses. (^40)
c. Are we doing enough to advertise and pubi isn more book reviews'? (^41)
d, I

,

for one, only have a passive interest in the Society and do not know that much aoout A''
-

mema since my background is .not that nationality, Thus, I am not likely to ouv anv of tne

books. But I think you should continue, as you are doing the collecting fraternitv

service. And if any of the Docks are written in Armenian, now many can read it' v -42 /

e. Members should be able to pay a little more per year, Out the roea keeomg dues

will hopefull'/ aopeal to young people wno wiri be the aole to C'cntinue tne Society s 'wom
in the future. (“’97)

f It s worth more than S8.00 yearly dues. I'm enclosing $20 00, Can vou orint oornetniriu

philatelic occasionally? (* 107)

g include postcards. Send a new membership card. i
^

1 37)

h. 'feu don't e.xpect to sell too many specialized books anywa'/, sc don't be discouraged. 39'

i. What I am trying to say is that the combination of 2a, 0 and 3b would be more effective for

the Society and the expenses would be within our means. l ^6;
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"itTi 0^' ^*-oS "-r Yn’[ '"-'f r'-f:
’’

svT.v 50n*t»r COrHOindl'Of"' U' OLv'-C'

Hp '?mp!cv€'d
'

-vou'G ''O' •'^'00 riiQr.p''' .tjhs ^nd dir-'^’bution 5nd son^*?

f-xjiTjp'e "de Soc^efy 'E 'X'nc 'n:>X'anT jropior’v 'vvorK

SOME COMMENTS BV VOUR SECRETRRV AND EDITOR

1 . .'^or t:'.v<6 d; •’'T '>!ivO Soon dOulu i? Ou' 'inoncss pcrrnit, td'.;. soerrir. t.c Pc mCPt uG

’0 GO

2. i ^ouid oe '’ce ’t -«e couio fine a oni’anTOrooisf wno wouid pav al' on a panT our oi;or.;- r

•i- Pc'SeS. rtc 'jO ’G'iG Onb, jG' ''^unnai uoTi Pfc j fbf"y ai.'j' aC'wvc puL.‘ 1 ,".^oi.!Oi i. -’v 'C 'z :. z

or.T pppp aedn '0 iinn DOrnPOnp wnij >>«'Oi.)!o pp A^tlf inQ fo Oa^/ a ianop nroponTinn of 0'."' ''UO-r;a;

’i:^P6^. ass. Osr rnsrriP&'S 3''So'd'y' purpf'asb *.nS Society s putdipaticns '3t i nsGuesG -c

SO? off)

3. As one mempersnip dues go up ,
tne nurriDer of rnempers aecOoes On tne ofoen nano - -vs need

10 'aise Our dues to a point tPat we can publish one book every other year . and publish ar.

at' racfive and glossy journal ( eacn ’ssue 1 6 pages
,
6 'x9" format .>

,
it would reguir e. a.Douf

S 12,000 per year, rougnly, mere than $ ! 00 per member per year!

5. We have done some advertising in various trade publications. The result was poor

6. Relating to write-in comments!

m our journal the contenfs depend on what we receive for publication, we print whatever is

neceived from the membership assuming that it has not been published previously

Normally, when the books are published, sufficient announcemenis/reviews nave apoeaned

our members would like to write new reviews and submit to other journals, obviously it

would not hurt but nelp, Memoers are encouraged to do this. All of us are members of fhis

Society, no one needs to be bribed to work. The reward is in emotional gratification which

cannot be purchased with money

During the past few years we have been offered to publish five books. This would require 'S

budget of $90 ,000 00 We are finally out of the red, and just nave paid all of oui^ deofs.. Duf

are not in a financial position to undertake a major publication.

So far, all the books we nave published have been in English language with Armenian

summaries. Issues of the

?/Z tn English)

/I/' ///emdn Numisnidtic Journdl have had rniAed conten
it- ...

Our books which have ISBN number are listed in Books in r i and otfier (JUL' ! I'^O; lUl ID .

!f

Occasionally, bookstores and organizations order our books this wa'/

Recently, our apolication papers and flyers on our eight publications were posted 'Sn the

NumisNet, thanks to the efforts of a very devoted person
.
L, D Mitcneil i recomimeno fnar -./ni,

read his accompanying essa-/ on this subject.

I do not know much about postcards if tnere is someone among our membersi'iip knowiM-igaom

about them
,
perhaps they can take the challenge.

Our stock of membership cards is running low If we can purchase a computer forrri

membership card which can be printed 'On Macintosh Plus computer
,
perhaps we can issue a

new membership card every few years if not once a year

A Final Note' In responding to the oailot/questionaire, many of you were generous, opened '/our

checkbooks, and made donations to the Society treasury, Some others sent $10, 12, or 20 as

annual membership dues with a note saying that they do not want a receipt I would like to express

my sincere thanks to all of you, All these responses and donations emanating from the heart of each

memder is a vote of confidence for the work we are doing, Y T Nercessian
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IJJhy NumisNet...?

Ml ir-r> ''Qc ^ippn ip PC^b'-' D'"3''3 3Df'Ui our "'pnpr +
'',,'P MT>-ar’ t-.c ^

/Our.g, :o':ectors, yvniie rnuch can be rnaae oi i'abs, ^e;b:Tiar^e--!o aiu: eir:.,':

" CC'i IP'"'* 1 P'^ *hP^P .^lopp '^^ppot PpP'^npl r-"-r '^{ir HTMTiaj f~c:r'nr---< ii^

''bw ';cc'bV ' bte ''‘ore basic to our laiiure inan any of tne above is our .reerriinG -'e'luctariCc

ou’ *0 botent'a! bobbvists ’n an'/ media exceot print.

T-ai,

jesp’*.e ^be ract that most major school districts in the U.S. mare ^'.ea'/y use '/''dec a'‘:d

computers, and despite the tact that virtually every home m nme^'ica has a Tv \ arc an increasinu

nu.mber have personal computers!), I am unaware of any major etfort being made oy any

numismatic club or organization anywhere in the world to consistently utilize non-onnt media to

recruit ne*// hobbyists.

The .ANA has produced a few videotapes... investors and dealers use computers and modems tc

'maKe deals tnere are fledgling efforts like NumisNet and ComDu5erve's Collectibles F'ccum to

connect collectors via computer and modem, ..but for the most part, the hobby simply seems

uninterested in reaching out to folks who are just as likely to crack open software as they are to

’crack a book" 'n pursuit of a new hobby.

'Why IS this? If the technoloqv' exists to transmit the latest issue of The Numisfrytist to a

collector sitting at nis home computer in a matter of minutes over ordinary ohone lines, why
aren't we doing it? If a potential collector can download official membership applications ^or two

dozen dif^'erent clubs in a matter of seconds over ordinary phone lines, wny aren’t numismatic

clubs and organizations taking advantage of this technology^

A single commercial on MTV, if successful, would garner our hobby so many '^ew cQi’ec^.ors

that it would Dositiveiy embarrass ail previous recruiting effortsi ret, e.xceoi for a few

"investment touts" on the Financial News Network, our hobby has avoided TV like the olag'ue.

Do we have a collective fear of technology? If not, why aren't we using TV, '-'idee, computers

and modems to recruit new hobbyists.

NumisNet, mentioned above, is a first effort to tie together collectors worldwide r'la commute!
ana modem. Devoted exclusively to numismatics, NumisNet offers collectors the ocpO''tunitv to

electronlcaily exchange ideas and information about any aspect of numismatics 2A hours a aav

Does your club want to recruit more members., sell more books... exchange ideas anc
information with other numismatic clubs and organizations worldwide more quickly and

efficiently? NumisNet can help, as members of the Armenian Numismatic Society will soon

discover,..!

The Society recently posted an Official Membership Application on NumisNet, as well as Order-

Forms for all Society publications. This should lead to both increased membershiD and increased

publication sales, thereby allowing the Society to fund projects which have been put on the "back

burner" until now. But great ideas go nowhere without support. If you have a combuier ana a

modem, why not call NumisNet at 301-498-8205 (300/1200/2400 Baud) and see what 'you've

been missing..,^

L. D. MITCHE'lL

Laurel, rlD

^ /•
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