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Editorial

The sad news of the death of Ely Culbertson came as we went to

press. An appreciation by Alfred Sheinwold will appear in
our next issue.
FULL CYCLE that is not a success. We do ask

A new magazine? Not alto-
gether; there was a British Bridge
World, sponsored by De La Rue
and edited by Hubert Phillips,
from December 1932 up to the
war. The Contract Bridge Journal
began in 1946, and it is appro-
priate now to pay tribute to the
most able and largely disin-
terested efforts of the successive
editors: M. Harrison Gray, Dr.
Paul . Stern, Guy Ramsey, and
Harry Ingram. Harry was in-
vited to continue as editor of the
present magazine, but he felt that
he was entitled to a rest after five
years.

NO FORTUNE

Disinterested; you caught that
word, and the implication behind
it? It is no secret that no fortune
has yet been made out of a bridge
magazine, and some, indeed, have
been lost. The B.B.W. has the
backing of the great firm of
Thomas De La Rue, so that
finance is not a direct problem.
At the same time, no one likes to
put a lot of work into a venture

all our present readers, therefore,
to mention the B.B.W. to their
friends and, still better, to take
out a subscription (see page 27)
on a friend’s behalf.

those

As for
characters who will go to great
lengths to see a copy but will not

unhelpful

themselves subscribe, let them
bear in mind the fate of the man
who stepped off the pavement to
avoid a flag-seller and was
knocked over by a bus.
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unanhlﬂhoﬂnut writers and the
best features possible. In pre-
sentation, also, we have aimed at
pew standards, and with ex-
perience we shall improve on
these. If you have any ideas or
comments—well, that blank of
page 28 is waiting to be filled.

IRANDO SAID IT FIRST

I'ne Fditorial Board, at its first

-2ting, gave careful thought to
that eternal problem, regional
news. What happens in the first
round of a Surrey competition
is not, let’s face it, of notable
interest to the reader in Lan-
cashire. On the other hand, an
actor, said Marlon Brando
recently, is a guy who, if you
ain't talking about him, he ain't
listening, and bridge players are
also a bit that way. So, for his
feature * Tournament World,”
Harold Franklin will welcome
news from everywhere.

marily for begmnen. ver
less, there must be many

say to a friend, or to a r
of the family, * Some of tk
be above your head, but A"
learn from this chap Baxter wi
writes * Across the Green E

COTE ’AZUR 5

May we draw attention t
splendid first prize that is &
offered to the winner om 3
first three months of our n
competition? The prize,
pension for two at a first-cl
hotel in Juan-Les-Pins durir g:
tournament from May 5th tol
Prizes apart, these competiti
set by Jack Marx pro
splendid exercise for any pla
who is keen to improve b
judgment and his technique.
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Special late announcement

W. Somerset Maugham C.H.

has kindly promised to write an article Jor the February issue 4’ 2
The British Bridge World
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American News-Letter

by ALFRED SHEINWOLD

Alfred Sheinwold is Publicity Relations Officer for the American
Contract Bridge League and an Associate Editor of the Bridge
World. He will write every month on the American scene.

More than 1,500 bridge players
assembled in Miami Beach early
in Docember to take part in the

- 29th  annual Winter National
Tournament of the American
Con' ct Bridge League. Many
. of 11 were, to be sure, players
* of 1 dest attainments from the
neighouring countryside, bent
only n playing in special one-
| session events. Several hundred

. had. however, come from distant

- points (one from Vancouver, and

several from California, about

. 3,000 miles away!) to play in the

championship events.

Most of America’s distin-
guished bridge players came to the
tournament, and the titles were

- fought for by most of the players

known to English readers. For
example, Sidney Silodor and Helen
Sobel won the mixed pair event,
closely followed by George Rapee
and Alicia Kempner. A Jacoby

. team won the Open Team event,

a Roth team won the Men's
Team event, whilst the Open Pair
title went to Milton Ellenby

~ and partner.

7

YOUNG BLOOD

The best part of the story lies
in the exact composition of the
partnerships and teams just des-
cribed. The Jacoby team included
son Jim Jacoby, aged 22, marking
the first time that a father-son
combination had won a national
championship here. Other mem-
bers of this all-Texas team were
George Heath, Paul Hodge, and
Ben Fain, not well-known abroad,
perhaps, but all amongst the
leading handful of American
experts.

Roth’s partner for all three
sessions of the Men's Team
championship was Dick Freeman,
likewise aged 22. Other members
of the team were Ralph Hirsch-
berg, Norman Kay, and Edgar
Kaplan, the two last-named being
barely out of their twenties.

Ellenby, himself only 30, was
partnered in the Open Pairs by
Emanuel Hochfeld, a 25-year-old
army private.

It is no accident, of course, that
so many young experts win



I ection in Englond.

Jate teens on master point tourna-
ments, were infected by the master
point virus, and never recovered
from the disease. Any country
that wants to develop a large
number of first-class young
players would do well to institute
a master point system.*

“SIX NO TRUMPS, SIX NO
TRUMPS, SIX NO TRUMPS "
A two-session individual event
at the beginning of the tourna-
ment produced the usual number
of misunderstandings. In one of
them, one of the players must have
thought his partner was playing
an unannounced Vienna response.
The player in question opened
the bidding as dealer with One
Diamond, and his partner
mumbled a no trump response of
some kind. The dealer thereupon
made a rebid of Two Diamonds.

As it happened, the responder
had jumped to Six No Trumps,
holding 19 points, and not want-

*The English Bridge Union has
appointed a committee to study the
. Mmaster point system and is moving,

- somewhat slowly, towards their intro-

Ed.

necessary, and the res
his slam with ease.
something we didn't d
partner,” said the dealer after
had seen his partner produce A
and Kings by the bushel desp
his supposed One No Tru
response. ** Evidently your |
sponse of One No Trump to
minor is made on a rather sou
hand!™ N

NIGHTMARE

The most unusual hand of tl
tournament found 13 p
West players in possession of:
money player's nightmare:

@653 a
Q752
O 765432 _
L
At most tables this hand b
came the opening leader against
contract of Four Heart:

took the only defensive trick b
ruffing a club! .

By way of contrast, most Eas
players came a cropper on th
following deal despite their 2
points in high cards:—

/i
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NORTH

& 952
Q87

O J9752
& 1062

EAsT

& K

Y AKIJS
O AKQI06
& AKQ

Both sides
vulnerable

J876
Y 632

O 8

b 19875

SouTtH

é AQI1043
P Q1094
O 43

& 43

The contract was usually game
or slam in a red suit or too many
in No Trumps. One player got to
1X Clubs by means of a Two
Slub (forcing) opening and a
father silly continuation.

| The play was not so silly.
outh opened the @A and then
roperly shifted to a trump. East
pok a second round of trumps
nd led out his three top dia-
ponds, discarding two hearts
pm the dummy.

East had hoped to establish the
@amonds with one ruff at most,
which he would try to
tablish the hearts with one ruff,
he bad break in diamonds,
pgether with South’s failure to
the third diamond, per-
uaded East to play South for both
‘ the missing Queens.
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East ruffed a diamond in the
dummy, ruffed a spade in his
hand, ruffed another diamond
in the dummy, and drew the last
trump with dummy’s Jack. East
discarded the low heart on
dummy’s last trump, but South
could not find a safe discard. He
naturally bore down to Q and
QI10, but East disdained the
heart finesse. Who would take a
mere finesse rather than play for
this dummy reversal cum squeeze ?

“ EXCUSE ME, BUT HAVEN'T WE

MET BEFORE SOMEWHERE?"

By the time the tournament
neared the end of its nine-day
term, some of the players were in
no condition to recognize any-
thing but the Ace of spades. The
following incident is reported as
true (but not guaranteed by this
reporter):

Charles Hall, a well-known
American expert, boarded a lift
and heard somebody say ** Hello,
Charlie.” He looked up, saw a
face that looked vaguely familiar,
and responded ** Er, hello,” some-
what blankly.

Then, realizing that the other
man was probably a bridge player,
and that some politeness would
not go amiss, Charlie asked,
* How'd you go today ?”

* For Heaven's sake, Charlie,”
exclaimed the other fellow, * 1
was your partner all afternoon!”

- oo o o o T e i
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No. 1
Mr. Simon stakes a clai

by M. HARRISON GRAY

No one is likely to forget my The bidding:— 5
)¢ friend and partner, the late SoutH . WEST NortH E
S. J. (*Skid™) Simon, and it No 1d Dbl. (1) 1«
< fitting that he should figure 20 (2) No 3003) 4
:n the opening cpisode of this 44 (4) No No..of
serics. The hand below, which (1) If his partner had pas
helped our team to win the Lon- originally, Skid felt entitled
don championship of 1948, illus-
trates his style and habits, not to
mention the dubious joys of
partnering him in a critical match.
In our room Simon was North and
1 was South.

South Dealer
North-South vulnerable

}
|

.

4
¥
3

NORTH
& ATS52
Y KQ84
O 13
&QJI0
WEST EAST
$ Q643 @ 10
-7 ® 31092
oI5 O AQI0964

S AKIT54 63 Inaddirionlohbfmcscph)",.

South e f:&”.ﬁ'm

Q‘7 i é: g eorsbegh o My W
O K82 Cﬂf ,ﬁ'ﬁm.:“ um‘t;d;’ﬂ::" ra
a5 el el for o el

10
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shade his take-out doubles
down to rock-bottom. The
logic behind this theory es-
caped  his  long-suffering
partners.

(2) An easy game in one of the
majors seems assured. After
all, North has doubled at
unfavourable vulnerability.

) Skid was never at a loss in this
situation. His invariable policy
when things looked sticky—
let partner play the hand.

{4) Smothering his rage, South

~ chooses luckily.

- Prospects at first seemed poor.

‘West played three rounds of

clubs, East ruffing the third and

forcing out @J. When East
failed on the lead of @K, West
marked with ten cards in
lhe black suits, and a break in
hearts looked highly improbable.

LAl
[,

NORTH

é® A

Y K84

73

-
EAsT
-
QL J109
O AQI0

975 L

SouTH

i~

Y A65

O K82

&

., Wi A . el i 1 iy
k r ‘n’.. . nl e w ‘_. .

» g Y " »*
a2t Rl e o
Lofha < R et S R

"'South continued with @9 and” . |

@8, West playing low, and
entered dummy with PQ, leaving
positionshownin lefthand column.

@A drew the last trump and
East, embarrassed, discarded ¢ 10.
South threw a heart, and a dia-
mond lead from dummy' estab-
lished both OK and 08, so the
contract was duly made. (In the
other room North-South held
their peace, and our East player
made a contract of Two Dia-
monds).

*“Claim hand,” snapped Skid
as the last card was played.
** Oh, no,” I said, having seen his
point. ** We'll discuss it later,”
said Skid huffily.

This cryptic repartee was quite -

normal—Simon held that a
prompt “Bags I gave him
copyright of any hand that took
his fancy. He eventually got his
way by arguing that I could
scarcely say how well 1 had
played the hand if I wrote about it
myself.

The story was spread over three
weeks in Skid's Observer column,
but I looked in vain for any
reference to South’s dummy play.

The spotlight was turned on East’s_

flabby defence. To break up the
squeeze, all he had to do was to
jettison his OAQ, so that the
second round could be taken care
of by West’s Jack!

oy S

3 L+ ¢

+

:
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;
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" These are practical problems

many tricks in the play.

1 NORTH
&6
Y AKQ76
O AS53
$ K184

No.

54 led SouTH
$ 73
D 43
OQJ76
S AQ632

South plays in Six Clubs, the oppo-
nents not having bid. West leads (4.
How should South play—should he go
up with the OA, or should he finesse?

No. 2 NORTH

: ® A9765
QY K842
O A4
& 106

&K led Soutn
$ K42
W AQII0G
O Qs
& 973

South plays in Four Hearts. West
&K and follows with &J; East
H. with the Ace and returns 6.

should South plan the play from
this point?

f

%

- Your Pla
of a sort Mm’ h

Y arerigh:auhreeaaoftk -
bbby The answers are on pages 31-32, b de
look at them until you have arrived at your own solution.

No. 3

12

b A';:‘I

NORTH

4 Q5

Y A83

O Ql0964
& Q102
SouTH

& AKG63
2.3

O AKIJITS
& A6S :
South plays in Seven Diamonds a
East has overcalled in Hearts. 3
12 tricks on top, counting two he
ruffs. How should South play for
thirteenth ? e
No. 4 NORTH

9 led

Y AQl0762
O3 4
$d AKT7632 3

$ K1064

V93 8

O AIS4

)5
North opened with a bid of T
Hearts and South responded T
Spades. In the subsequent '
North showed his pronounced
suiter, but South won the day with '
No Trumps. West led O7 and East W
with the Ace. What should East ha

O7 led

% B
i\ L



When a tricky trump contract
s reached, defender’s task is often
tough.

Average players, when in
'doubt, follow certain general
principles. Among them:

>

1. Do not give declarer a ruff and
discard.

2. When possible, force declarer
to ruff in his own hand,
shortening his trump suit.

Bridge play, however, cannot
always be reduced to such simple
formulae.

NORTH
North & J1083 Game
dealer 37 52 all
O AJI1032
& AK
WEST EAsT
$ A654 &7
Y AKJ43 Y 10987
05 O 93
& 1083 P Q97652
SouTtH
$ KQ92
YV Q6
O KQ874
& )4

Exceptions to the Rule

by JEAN BESSE

Jean Besse, the famous Swiss international, is coming to London
next month to play in the Masters Pairs with Claude Reichenbach

The bidding:—
SouTH WEsT  NOrRTH EAsT

— — 10 Pass

I dp Dbl. pr Pass

30 Pass 44 All Pass

West leads QK, (DA, dropping
South’s doubleton Queen. Now
what?

If West passively leads a club
or a diamond, declarer forces
West’s trump Ace and, regaining
the lead, pulls all trumps out and
eventually runs his established
diamonds.

West therefore must take action.
This action can only be directed
against declarer’s trumps. Thus,
at trick 3, West leads the <),
allowing declarer a * ruff and
discard.”

South of course has to expend a
trump, let us say from his own
hand. South then offers the
@K to West, but West does not
care. He just ducks @K, and
#Q as well.

West takes his @A on the third
round and leads a killing fourth
heart, removing North's last
trump; down goes the contract,
West having established a trump

PR - 4
|« W T S Y



trump by ruffing for down
Simple.  But consider

following:—

East dealer

Love al!

2

NORTH

$ 654
.4 9 AKS
O Al3
i 7642

e A SR T Fo A
b e £ T .
g .

|8 Wesa

® AQID2
AR

O 982

& AK93

The bidding begins:—
South  Wisr

NORTH EAST
S s —_— Pass
1 Dbl. Redbl. Pass
Pass I ?

Now what? Should North bid
Two Hearts? The hand is strong
for that, and Three Hearts is also
not ideal. In my opinion the best

~ call is PASS, for South, after
- North has redoubled, must not
- let the opponents play in One
~ Spade undoubled.

It so happens that South’s next
- bid is Two Diamonds; whereupon
‘ Nonh,mthhucoodﬁtforboth
~ suits, raises to FOUR HEARTS.

b
=

14

West of course leads
at trick 2, East being r
. Either East will 1
1udaspade,otm
to ruff, shortening his trur
in accordance with the a :
Principle 2. e
And of course West should ha
thought a little more befo
leading this silly lﬂndﬂ,

Is it not easy to reconstruct
full hand? Remember M f
passed the redouble of One Hear
50 is unlikely to have more tha
three spades. South must h
at the least:— 1

1
® K xx
Y QJII0XX
O KQIox
& x

You can see now why t
second club from West i,
lazy play. It allows declarer &
effect a dummy reversal by r
ing three clubs in his own b ,'
That will give him ten tricks-
three hearts in dummy, three ruf
by South, and four di I
But if West leads a heart or
diamond at trick 2 South will
an entry short for the dumm
reversal and will make oﬁ
tricks,



South & KJ74 East-West
dealer Y KQI10 vulnerable
O AQ4
S J10S5
& 103 N é 95
O 8642 W E Y 9753
O 108732 S O]
$ A3 $ KQ8742
® AQB862
Y AJ
O K965
»96
Room 1: Room 2:

SouTH WEestT  NorTH EAast | SOUTH WEST  NORTH EAST
D. Skinner J.Tarlo Mrs. Davidson Dr Rockfelt | P.Juan A.Benjamin Mrs. B. Gordon L.Mitchell

ir No 30 No 1dp No 2NT No

40 No BY No 30 No i No

- 4NT No 50 No 4 No 6dp No
Odp No No No No No

Room 1. Even the best glayers often reach a slam with two top losers in one suit
when loaded with all the high cards in the other suits. In this case South might have
| avoided the trouble if he had bid Five Hearts instead of “ the old Black.” With
the club weakness thus pin-pointed, North-South could have stayed in Five Spades.

However, the best players do not always find the killing lead, and here Joel Tarlo
Jed a small diamond, convinced by the bidding that East must be void. East had not
“doubled Six Spades, however, as he might well have done had he been void in dia~
monds. In any event, West can lead A first and, if necessary, follow with a
' diamond at trick 2.

bomz. MEnzlthonh-Southh;dtlnmmtmublcastheSeoumdpt
: North presumably took the Four Heart bid to show shape and guarantee
club, but this is no certainty, and she would have been wiser to bid
or Five Diamonds on the third round. The Two No Trump bid,
tally, is the Baron system bid to show a strong balanced hand with 16-19

b Scotutheu had no reason on this bidding to find a diamond lead attractive:
led his 4pA, and then his #03. This disposed of the slam, and Scotland gained
8 LM.P. As reported elsewhere, England won the match by 41 I.M.P,

15

Camrose Trophy (Hand 62) 10-11th December, 1955




#1107543

‘ @ A6

" % K85 W R E VQ‘,

: & KS43 O AJI097

pi v . S

| & 1632 » -
il f

{ $ K9 .
| D AII094 i
rj D & \
¥ HdAKIT754 .
g- : ‘
Room 1: Room 2: s 4

SoutH  West  NortH East | South  West  NortH EA
Dr. Rockfel: J. McLaren J. Tarlo Dr. Forbes | L. Mitchell J. Sharples A.Benjamin R.Shary
1dp No 10 ir 3 Idp No 10
29 26 No 44 | 30 £ Y No No
Dbl. No No No 4 No No ]

¥

Room 1. West's raise to Two Spades is a good bid which would occur only t0
good player, and the jump to Four Spades is a well-timed piece of aggression: E
has no great hopes of making the contract, but he certainly does not want to defes
- against a club or heart game by South. The opening club lead was ruffed, a
- declarer played a trump to the Ace and another trump. As the bidding mark
~ South with YA and North with OQ, East had no trouble in making ten tricks.

- Room 2. Here also West supported spades, and East’s final pass of Four Hear
~ looks strange on paper. He felt that West was more likely to have a high ¢
- useful only in defence, than a high diamond, invaluable in attack. This consideratio

790 in Room 1 plus 620 in
H Room 2 gave Scotland 9 LM.P., the biggest swi

16



* London Championship (Melville Smith Trophy) 12th December, 1955

West $ Q98 Neither side
dealer D3 vulnerable
O AKQ103
S K754
$ 53 N ® AJIO
P 765 w E P AKQ94
O J9642 s OS5
»QJ6 é 10832
$ K7642
P J1082
O 87
& A9
Room |: Room 2:

SouTH WEST  NORTH EAsT | SoUTH WEST  NORTH EAST
J. Flimt R. Swimen R.Pridav R. Preston M. Wolach H. Franklin A. Rose J. Tarlo

No 10 Dbl. No 10 Dbl.
No 10 Dbl. 20 No 1Y 2d 3Q
No No No Dbl. No No No

1. Aggressive bidding by both North and South landed Flint in an almost
less contract. The lead of #Q was won by dummy’s 4K, and the singleton
was led. East won and returned a club, South played a trump to dummy's
and East's Ace. East, fearing that dummy’s diamond suit could be run
larer, now forced dummy by playing a top heart. A club ruff and a heart

the prospects slightly for South, who then led winning diamonds from
East had placed South with three cards in each red suit, and therefore
yed his ruff till the third round of diamonds. This permitted South to discard
remaining heart and make the contract. Careful analysis should show East that
carnot lose by ruffing immediately.

s

|

H

x:i':ggg

]

2. Again it was the Tarlo team that seized the initiative in the bidding.
A was led, followed by a trump, and the obvious five tricks were lost—two clubs,
, spade, one heart and one diamond. At double-dummy West can be defeated
by two tricks, but only on the inspired lead of North's 8 (or 9). The defence
can now take one spade, two clubs and a ruff, and a diamond; at that point North's
last club promotes a trump trick for South. Immediate club ruffs do not help the
defence, as West can discard a spade on the fourth round of clubs,
Tarlo gained 4 1.M.P. on this deal and won the match by 32 LM.P.
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‘What they say about E

Hubert Phillips interviews well-known people who also play m

Y
[

1. Mrs. Prudence Hooper

frederic Collins Hooper is the part, also, in several ** Bridge on*

oldest of my friends; we were the Air ™ programmes.

born within a year of one another 3

and were at school together.

Hooper is a man of immense

ability and immense industry. He
succeeded Sir Frederick Marquis

tnow Lord Woolton) as boss of
Lewis's, Liverpool, and its asso-

ciated stores; when, in this field,

there were no worlds left to
conquer, he transferred his

}| allegiance to soft drinks and
" is now Lord Lieutenant of
| Schweppeshire. He is also a front-
rank broadcaster and a

5 connoisseur and patron of con-

temporary art.

Mrs. Hooper, who is the subject
of this interview, is also, in her
own right, a considerable per-
sonality. In the war she joined .
the A.T.S. as a cook and ended as Prudence Hooper is a weman
a Senior Commander, in charge of of great charm and intelligenice. |
A.T.S. publicity. Afterwards, as  More than one artist of distinction 3
Prudence Neill, she became a has painted her portrait. She
well-known B.B.C. impresario, lives an active life: partly in
producing and interviewing in  town, partly down in Kent.

~ the Light Programme. She took Here she runs a cherry and apple

&




farm and is bringing up her small

daughter, Emma. Emma, aged
six, has already mastered Canasta
—which, considering her paren-
tage, is not altogether surprising.

And so to Bridge. Mrs. Hooper
might be described as a better-
than-average club player. Better
than average, because she has
flair ; she can weigh up, intuitively,
the capacities of partners and
opponents. ‘1 play the players
rather than the cards ™ she told
me. ‘1 don’t worry much about
point-counts or systems—unless,
of course, my partners want me to.
I try and play whatever my
partner is playing—as long as it’s
- not too complicated.”
~ * You have no favourite system

| of your own, then?”

** Not really. We mostly play
Two Clubs and Blackwood—I'm
speaking of the Curzon House
Club—so | do the same. But I
- don’t think much of Blackwood,
actually.”

* You don’t like it?”

“It's useless if you want to
show a void.”

. Mrs. Hooper plays for a
| shilling a hundred, ** or more
if anyone wants me to.” She
| keeps a plus and minus account,

nd expects, at the end of a year,
o come out on the right side.
| raised the subject of com-
petitive Bridge, but Mrs. Hooper
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wasn't interested. She has never
entered for a tournament,
attended a congress, or seen an
international match. But she
knows a number of ranking
players, whom she met in ** Bridge
on the Air,” and reads, with
interest and appreciation, some
of our contemporary writers. She
particularly enjoys  Harrison
Gray’s ** Country Life " articles
and Terence Reese in the
** Observer.”

*Why do you like Bridge,
Prudence?’ 1 asked her.

*“ We all do, don’t we? And
for all sorts of reasons. It keeps
one’s mind alert. It’s a sociable
game; a friendly game. And
where should we be without it
when we grow old 7"’

* You echo what, I think it was
Talleyrand said: * You don’t play
whist, young man? You are
laying up for yourself a dull old
age’.”

We talked about other card
games. Mrs. Hooper likes Piquet;
doesn’t think much of Canasta. |
showed her the two-handed Bridge
game which, for want of a better
name, I call Option. She got the
hang of it in a couple of deals.
She doubled me in Four Hearts,
glanced at the second Dummy
(exposed after the auction) and
said “ You'll be three down,
won't you?" And so I was.
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Love all in a team-of-four
match with aggregate scoring. Road, West Dulwich,

Y
el

North holds:— - What should North do now
B: 186542, \;'71. &:9352, # 1o Spades, Two T
g Rni ‘::Jh‘d‘\];'l:;m NORT;i EAST Diamonds, or No Bid? Woul

i , No . No vulnerability, or a different s tem
3 . No ? of scoring, make a difference?
: = R
% I consider that with aggregate scoring North should rebid T *
E‘ Spades. Vulnerability would make no difference to my decision

the system of scoring would. With a good partner, which woul
ﬂ,‘ presumably be the case in a team-of-four match, I would rebid Twe
‘Wg'_ Diamonds if the system were match points since the necessity fo
' finding a fit is more important. No good player could take this bid a
anything but a weak two-suiter and partner is unlikely to bid ing
but Two Hearts, Two Spades or Two No Trumps. If he bids Twe
Hearts 1 rebid Two Spades—if he bids Two No Trumps I return |
Three Diamonds since he must have something in one of my suits.
Spades 1 would pass but if he could raise a Three Spade bid 1 would
stagger on to Four. But I must say with many partners and
ticularly at rubber bridge I would pass One Heart. E

b

- NoBid. Iwantto stop before 1 get in too deep and | rely on n

~ opponents to give me my best chance of a plus score. If they ,,
~ and play the hand 1 am out of trouble, and if Two Clubs is dout d
- can show my diamonds without any fear of misleading partner. §

~ Of the alternatives, there seems o be least to commend a preferen
o to Two Hearts. Two Diamonds is forcing in my system. Two Sy
o is much the safest of the positive bids. Although it could be made on.
9 Fg‘ 20 i |

i

-



better hand than this, it is a limited bid and an understanding partncr
will not be likely to startle you with a leap to Three No Trumps.

M&\_m.-,

No Bid, emphatically and unquestionably; any other bid suicidal.
The worst bid, in my opinion, and the most dangerous, would be Two
Hearts, as a cheerfully optimistic partner might well go to Four Hearts,
having elicited a preference; and this contract would surely go down
heavily. My axiom is: When you see danger, pass quickly; the oppo-
nents might come in—let THEM get into trouble instead. 1 might add

that unless I were playing with a top-
class partner I would not even bid One .
Spade on this hand in the first place. )

With such poor material North must not lose sight of his motives
for ever having bid at all. No doubt they were mixed: (a) to improve
on the cheerless contract of One Heart at some tolerable part-score
level; (b) to avoid missing game, however improbable. (b) was
plainly overshadowed from the start and by now has become almost
eclipsed. Two Hearts and No Bid obviously make utter nonsense of
the dominant (a). Two Diamonds, feasible with a clairvoyant partner,
would be regarded by the less gifted as stimulating and by some
of them as forcing. Two Spades, a stale and subdued repetition
that promises nothing beyond the one long  suit,
comes nearest to striking the necessary mournful note. My
choice would not have been influenced by vul-
nerability or mode of scoring, but my decision \‘l
to bid in the first place might have been.

Terence. Reese sums up

Bidding style makes a difference here; Konstam does not regard
Two Diamonds as encouraging, but the others do.

I would take the view that game was improbable and a plus score
difficult to achieve. At aggregate scoring, therefore, I would pass
and accept the loss in Two Clubs, avoiding calamity. In another
situation—vulnerable in a match-pointed pairs, for example—I
would bid Two Spades, since that represents the best chance to
escape with a small loss.
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1Y No No 14  Bridge W?dd.
No ? said that it was

Jean Besse, of Paris, writes: the B.B.W. panel give A
“ One may not agree with West’s  answer?”

The prabiem posed 1O the panel 15 one of the trickiest l .‘
found. 1t shoul ! be borne in mind that East has re-opened the biddi
with @ minimum bid of One Spade. He is unlikely to have b
thao, say:—d KIXxxx, ¥ x, O QxXx, & XXX
With that holding game is doubtful for East-West and the
Jikelv 10 get a good result is a pass. The only hand on which |
tactic would lose would be a two-suiter such as KJXxx in a
=5 Q10xxx in diamonds or clubs with East, but I would be prepared to ris
Eg missing this game. My alternative choice is Two Diamonds.

~ There are prospects of game if partner has either good spades or a
- second suit, preferably diamonds. Further information is wanted
5 tndlfnfoftunately Two Hearts will not help because that would su ges
- adesire to play in hearts. My choice is Three Diamonds. This should
be read as invitation to game in spades; it cannot be based on strong
- diamonds, because the player has passed over One Heart on the
previous round. If partner has a fair six-card suit of spades, it i
' .A.ftorllhu?mptol’oursm;ifhemnisediamonds.lo 4
- the better; if he can only sign off in Three Spades, that should be



\

Four Spades; the only conceivable alternative, Three Spades,
much too chicken-hearted and putting undue pressure on partner,
who cannot possibly have enough goodies to go on to Four. I must
hope that partner has come in with a reasonable spade suit, as he is
unlikely to have many high cards, and the chances are that he has
*“ protected *’ on some such holding as #Kxxxxx, x, OQx, Qxxx.

There is not much point in bidding
Two Hearts or Three Diamonds, and g é 3
No Trumps seems senseless. t

West's hand is a giant, but a muscle-bound giant, with strength in the
short suits. Game may yet be makeable either in spades, if East has a
good suit, or in a minor, if he should be two-suited. West must extract
information by means of a one-round force. Since Two Hearts is
ambiguous, Three Diamonds is the only call. To a thoughtful East
it will convey neither magnificient diamonds, which could have been
bid before, nor concealed ** normal ™ support for spades, which would
be raised now. He will assume that he is
being asked to limit his hand as naturally as 1‘.1
he can. With really good spades he bids
Four; with poorer only Three; with a club
length he shows it; with diamond support he

raises to the limit.

Terence Reese sums up

Psychologically, the replies are most interesting. Konstam thinks
that game is difficult to reach with any exactness and makes sure
of a plus score by saying No Bid. Schapiro thinks that there should
be a play for game and will give his partner no opportunity to
muddle it. The answers of Franklin and Marx, in favour of Three
Diamonds, are finely reasoned; but could one be sure that partner
would draw the right inferences and bid Four Spades on the right
hands?

The point is that partner does not have to hold long spades for Four
Spades to be a possible contract; he can make his trumps by ruffing
hearts. Although it has some drawbacks, I consider that the most
balanced call is Three Spades.

23
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Before you read this article,

There were quite a few notables
, among the victims of the follow-
¢ ing deal at the Porthcawl Con-
g gress . —
b NORTH
h. ® Q92
’ P A104
ﬁt O KI10872
g & Q6

SouTtH

$ AKB86

QS

O A4

& A98752
South was the dealer at Love-
all. The hand occurred in a
~ multiple team event. All 13
~ tables found the unlucky solution
of Three No Trumps, for which
there is almost no play after a

I _"l'. 9

~ Expert Judgm

by PAUL MASTERS

-t AW
detach the perforated slip from page
and bid the hand with your favourite partner.
bidding with that of these three master pairs:—

J. Flint and R. A. Priday.
J. Tarlo and Dr. M. Rockfelt.
L. Tarlo and J. C. H. Marx.
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Then compare you

Trumps is automatic. Most Sou
players realized now that the
should produce a game som
where but could see no satisfactor)
way of investigating the altern
tives and simply raised to Thr
No Trumps. In the hope @
persuading some of these player
to a more * scientific ** approac
next time, we offered the han
three pairs of leading experts.
The first leavening of science
came from J. Flint and R. A
Priday, two potential t

of the next European Champion-
ship team:— §
SoutH NORTH
Flint Priday
14 10
& 2NT
30 i
i“% 40 '
ie Sé
No E

There is no better contract -1'
Five Clubs and the auction ce



tainly investigated all the alter-
natives. The key bid was South’s
Three Diamonds—clearly forcing,
for with a weak 4-2-3-4 South
would pass Two No Trumps, and
with better diamonds and a
moderate hand he would support
at once. After the Three Dia-
mond bid had pin-pointed the
heart weakness North realized
that his single stopper would
be inadequate for no trumps and
accordingly showed his support
for spades. The Four Club bid
could mean nothing but 6-4
distribution and was so inter-
preted by North when he returned
to Five Clubs over Four Spades.
Undoubtedly, a fine auction.

J. Tarlo and Dr. M. Rockfelt,
also championship aspirants, were

the next to try:—

SouTtH NORTH

J. Tarlo Dr. Rockfelt
1 10
1 2NT
kL 3 S
4dp 49
50 6o
No

This contract is ambitious, but
by no means impossible. The
chances are good if only one
trump trick is lost, but the chance
of losing two trump tricks is of

~course worse than even.

South’s bid of Three Clubs is a

- little puzzling. By most standards

the bid is non-forcing and should
show a weak 6-4; actually, South
should be looking for game, not
signing off. North’s bid of Three
Spades gave South a chance to
* catch up,” and the bid of Four
Clubs was a sign of strength.
North might have been content
now with a raise to Five Clubs,
but in view of his quiet bid of
Three Spades on the previous
round he felt that he could safely
show the Ace of hearts. South’s
bid of Five Diamonds now com-
mitted the partnership to a slam;
his bid was hardly justified, for
North would have to hold precise
cards for the slam to be a worth-
while proposition—Queen of
spades, Ace of hearts, and the
two minor suit Kings. However,
criticism of the final contract
must be tempered by the reflection
that Six Clubs is a better prospect
than the fatal Three No Trumps.

Finally we called upon an
unfamiliar partnership, L. Tarlo
and J. C. H. Marx:—

SouTtH NORTH
L. Tarlo Marx
1o 10
1dp 2NT
30 40
S5 No

Over Two No Trumps Tarlo,
like Flint, finds the bid of Three
Diamonds. North’s raise to Four
Diamonds has the disadvantage of

R



! How many of you fell into the
No Trump trap? For those who

FourSpudr: and if you
Six Clubs—you would have ma
it on one of your lucky eve

]

“ The Stayman System of Con-
tract Bidding ™ (Rockliffe Press,
25/-) is not only a new bridge
book but a treatise on bidding
which discusses and thoroughly
dissects every angle of it and
welds together into a complete
system all the best that can be
taken from other systems. In
fact so' much hard work and
y detailed research would appear to
- have gone into this ‘* magnum
. opus” that one marvels that the
author can have had time during
~ the last few years to have won
~ three World Championships and
~ also give time to his more than
~ successful business career.
~ Stayman’s wealth of experience
a5 a player lends force to his
- bidding theories. He has set out
- 1o show that exactness in bidding
 science is the most important

-

Stayman on Bidding

Reviewed by Kenneth Konstam

i

single factor in tournament bridge,
and in this respect he can ju ""i;
ably lay claim to a un
position in the bridge world.
Problems of defence, card play,
and psychology are barely touched
on in this manual and I for "
regret their omission; I doubt the
ability of any system, howe ‘
perfect, to paralyse an alert.
opposition. Nevertheless I freely.
admit that a system such
Stayman’s  will give
efficiency to the near expert
and enable a keen
to hold his own at the game i
almost any company. %
Therefore this new book may
well initiate an advance in tec ,.-’*;
nique such as that heralded ¢
Culbertson’s  original * B ,




Are you finding plenty of good !
reading in this first number of
The British Bridge World?

In the February issue there will be a story and photos of two
big matches: the world championship match in Paris, reported
by Terence Reese, and the Anglo-American match at Selfridges,
reported by Alan Truscott. In addition, there will be the
regular features by Alfred Sheinwold, Jean Besse, M. Harrison
Gray, and Hubert Phillips.

If you are not already an annual subscriber, please make sure
that you receive future issues by completing the form below.

Order form

To the Publishers, The British Bridge World, Hugh Quekett
Ltd., 35 Dover Street, London, W.1.

Please enrol me as a subscriber to The British Bridge World.
I enclose annual subscription of 30/-.

NAME (in block capitals)

ADDRESS (in block capitals).

Please note: Members of the English Bridge Union can take
advantage of a reduced annual subscription of 20/-. A list of ]
E.B.U. secretaries will be found on page 45. ¢
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Empty space: for why?

. Bccausclhjsisanewmagazineandontcm'wurl
"a « warmed up yet. ;

We invite comment on any aspect of bridge: a new idea, ¢
of one of our articles, the iniquity (or wisdom, ha-ha!) of
g;ubpctonwhnchyouhavewmethm;touy Tmm

~ Please write—briefly, for choice—to the Editor, British
~ World, 35 Dover Street, London, W.1.

i



Across the Green Baize

by GEORGE BAXTER

George Baxter replies in simple terms to questions actually sent
to the bridge correspondent of a national paper. Readers of the B.B.W.
are welcome to send queries of their own, but these should be on an

elementary level.
in the feature, ** Any Questions?”

Question (from Mr. H.
Pickering, Turners Hill, Ches-
hunt, Herts.).

“How should the bidding go on
these hands:—

WEST EAsT

é$ AQXx $ 10X XXX
¥ K xx Y AJx

O KQx O AJ10x
& Jxxx & 10

East-West were vulnerable and
the opponents did not bid. Play-
ing no convention, our bidding
was: West, One No Trump;
East, Two Diamonds; all pass.
The spade finesse held and a
small slam was made.”

Answer: Even if you are playing
no conventions, you should have
some understanding with regard
to the strength for an opening
One No Trump vulnerable. The
usual standard is 16 to 18 points,
“using the Milton Work count of
four for an Ace, three for a King,
two for a Queen, and one for a
Jack. This hand counts only 15
points and is a little under
strength.

Problems of a more advanced nature are answered

It is equally important to know
whether a simple take-out into
two of a suit is encouraging or
discouraging. Different systems
have different methods. Since
you were playing no conventions,
East should have realized that the
opener might pass a simple take-
out. With 10 points—making a
minimum of 25 in the two hands,
assuming a 15-point opening—
he has enough to suggest a game,
especially as he has good dis-
tribution.

His right bid was Three Spades.
The fact that top cards are held in
diamonds but not in spades is
beside the point. In searching
for a contract, length is more
important than strength; more-
over, the spades are a major suit.
Over Three Spades West will
raise to Four Spades, and that
will end the bidding.

You say that a small slam was
made, but unless South had
precisely 4pKJ, there is a trump
loser and a club loser.




- M MOD No‘rmnp. opens
~ One Club, the bidding may go:—
IQ 14, INT, 20; 34, 44,
No bid.

Question (from Mrs. Joan Rock,
Cranleigh Road, Merton Park,
S.W.19). “1 wonder if you can tell
me how we should have arrived at

game in clubs on the following

vl
1 ol

Dealer NORTH Both sides
West ® — vulnerable
7 AKJS4
> . AKQ3
& 10953
e, WesT EAsT
k. ® AKQB8S53 $ 942
3 @ 102 Y Q9763
O 842 O 765
& Ko & A2
SoutH
®J1I076
D 8
O J109
S QJI874

'." - This was the bidding:—

| SoUTH  West  NortH EAst
i 1 20 2e
e -~ No 39 - Dbl

- I'wasSouth, and of course I was
- ‘Wnlll'l'hmeNoTrump., |

- thought my partner might have
. mmm"

hta

was sure to fail. It i eral
wrong to rescue in ﬁi ’
position.
The main culprit, M .
certainly North. As you Wv f
might have tried a different sui
but the real mistake came
first round. With her strong hang
North should have doubled for a
take-out or, better still, haw
made a forcing overcall of Tw
Spades. This would have shows
control in spades (probably Ag
or void—at most, a singleton) and
fine support for any suit tha
partner could call. The bid
used to be regarded as forcing I«
game, but nowadays it is held te
be forcing for two rounds ¢ ,
both players are pledged to 1 ake
one further call. g
East would probably pass over
Two Spades, and South bids
Three Clubs. North raises to
Four Clubs, which South ¢
pass with a valueless hand. Wilh
a fair suit, however, and lo-i‘
strength in distribution, SM
can readily advance to Five.
Clubs. k-
Question (from Mr. A. l;' »
Hodson, of Hagley Ro.d.
Halesowen, Nr. Birmingham). “In
a team-of-four match East, 01

-



my right, opened One Club, and
sitting South I held:—

$ Alx

Y X%

O-J KX

$ AKQxx

I overcalled with Two Clubs.
West then asked my partner what
he understood by my call, and
North answered *“ A game is in
the offing if 1 have got any-
thing.”” West then passed, North
bid Two Diamonds, and all
passed. The opponents appeared
to be displeased that I had dropped
the bidding. Will you please let
me know how wrong I was, if
at all?”

Answer: Clearly there was a
misunderstanding between your
partner and yourself. He thought
that your bid of Two Clubs, an
overcall in the opponent’s suit,
was equal to a very strong in-

formatory double, whereas you
meant it to be a normal overcall,
showing a club suit,

All one can say is that it has
become quite common nowadays
to play Two Clubs over One Club
as a natural bid; this is because the
One Club opening is very often a
short suit. It is a matter on which
partners should know one
another’s methods.

As to your opponents, they
might have been disappointed
when you passed, but there were
no grounds on which they, could
complain. It was evident that
there had been a misunder-
standing, but even if that had not
been so, any player has the right
at any time to pass a forcing bid;
that point has been established
many times by the Rules and
Ethics Committee of the English
Bridge Union.

Solutions to Test your Play

DON'T LOOK NOW-—unless you have made a conscientious attempt to solve all
the problems. You will find them on page 12.

No. 1 NORTH

04 led

South to make Six Clubs.
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The diamond finesse is an even chance,
whereas the odds are against a 3-3 break
in hearts which would allow you to
discard three diamonds. Did you work
it out like that and take the finesse in
diamonds? Then, like the dec'arer in
actual play, you had a blind spot. The
right play is to go up.with OA, draw
one trump, and cash two top hearts;
ruff a low heart with a club honour
and draw trumps. If the clubs are not
worse than 3-1, and the hearts are not



ades on the establishe
simply give up a diamond.
NORTH
@ A9T6S
O K842

O A4
106

No. 2

"\ led SOUTH
@ K42
0 AQJI06
O QS
$973

South to make Four Hearts.

If vou credit the opponents with any
intelligence you must assume from the
play that West had OK. The best
chance is to play for an elimination
position. Play a low diamond and win
with the Ace. Hope that you can drop
the trumps in two rounds; then ruff a
club, play off #AK, and exit with a
diamond. West will win and will have to
give you a ruff and discard if he does
not hold a third spade. It would be a
mistake to play OQ at the third trick
because then either opponent could win
the next round of diamonds.

No. 3 NORTH
# Q5
O A83
O Q10964
& Q102

D9 led SoUTH
& AK63
V2
O AKITS
$AGS

South to make Seven Diamonds.

No. 4 NORTH
»
Y AQI10762
03
S AKT632
O7 led East
# K106
L/ ¢ B
O AJIS4

No doubt South holds OK an
#AQ, but to make his contract he
must bring in both long suits in d :
If his holding in hearts happens to be
xx, he will need two entries to take the
double finesse. 1If his club holding is
such as 10xx or Qx, he will be an entn
short, provided that East returns a club
at trick 2 and no other suit. The 5 is
slightly better than the Jack, but any
club scores full marks.

Winner: L. G. Hewm, W
Cheshire.

Runner-up: N. F. CHOULARTON, §
ford, Lancs.

Best Ladies® Score: Mes. G. E.
SON, St. Annes-on-Sea, Lancs.

NOVEMBER COMPETITION
RESULT 3



By arrangement with the English Bridge Union and the
London Contract Bridge Association

THE
TOURNAMENT BRIDGE ASSOCIATION

presents the

WADDINGTON CUP
MASTERS PAIRS

at the

LONDON CLUB - 16 BERKELEY STREET - W.1
(2ud floor)
SATURDAY, FEB. 11th, 2.45 to 6.15 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 11th, 8.30 to 11.30 p.m.
SUNDAY, FEB. 12th, 2.45 to 6.15 p.m.

Spectators: Admission to each Session ... ... 2/6

The expected entries include:

S. Stayman and partner (U.S.A.)
J. Besse and C. Reichenbach (Switzerland)
K. W. Konstam and L. W. Dodds (Winners, 1955)
J. T. Reese and B. Schapiro (Winners, 1954)
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by HAROLD F RANKLIN

News from all quarters will be welcomed for this feature. it
Secretaries are asked to send news of their principal events direct
Harold Franklin, 6 Stainburn Mount, Leeds, 17, to arrive not later ii _,L
the 22nd of the month. %

i

1 Northern Ireland g

R A new surge of interest in g 1037 1
" Northern Irish bridge activity OKJI832
B was given added impetus by a good $ QI03

win against a strong Welsh team

,i'_ in the season’s first Camrose \ZP‘TS 4 2“; K Q’H
i ; P JI10875S Y KQ9%2
3 Northern Ireland was repre- O 10974 O None ¥
Gabbey, Goldblatt and Diamond, - SouTH -8
and Miss Cole and Riley, with ® 63
Professor Mackinnon as captain, O A6
- and Wales by Carter and Harris, O AQ6S
~ Rivlin and Reed, and Moses and & AKJI62

~ Davies, captained by the Welsh !

. Room 1I: ;

~ Wales took an early lead and 2ASt
" had no difficuly in rewaining it mon T m a a
3 until the half way stage. At this No No e
~ point Ireland began a recovery Dbl  No 20 29

~ which was completed at board 52  INT 3Q No No

g result 1nd Dbl.  No No No
 West dealer

, Eleven tricks were made for
~ Both sides vulnerable score of 990. 8

4

w
¥
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SouTH WEST  NORTH EAST
Goldblatr Moses  Gabley Davies
No No 1dp
Dbl. No 20 No
30 No No No
Eleven tricks were made for a
score of 150 and a swing of 1,140.

From this point Ireland kept
the lead and eventually won by
15 LM.P.

Camrose Trophy
England v. Scotland

The warm welcome of which an
English team can be assured in
Edinburgh had become uncom-
fortably hot when at the end of
14 boards they found themselves
28 points in arrears. After
another 14 boards, however, they
bhad taken the lead and they
pressed on to a safe though by no
means overwhelming victory by
41 LM.P.

The early see-saw was balanced
on the slam bidding of the two
sides:— (See top of next column)

Over South’s opening of One
Club the Scottish West, D.
Skinner, bid Two Spades. North,
P. Juan, jumped to Five Clubs and
East bid Five Spades, which was
made for a score of 650.

In the other room J. Sharples
doubled the opening bid of One

35

North dealer
Both sides vulnerable
NORTH
$ 2
(VAR
OKQI10965
& 108532
WEST 3 EAsT
® AKQIO65 498743
P A98 Q KJI1042
O 42 O JI87
& KQ »
SoutH
$)
Q763
O A3
d AJIT64

Club and North jumped to Four
Clubs. East bid Four Hearts,
which West might have passed but
converted to Four Spades. Hoping
for a club lead, East raised to Six
Spades, but unfortunately North
had a natural diamond lead and
the contract was one down.

The English players had their
revenge a little later on the
following deal :—

WEST EAsT

é AKJ2 & 1064

QY A3 Y 10

O A832 O KQJ7
654 d AKQ92

J. Tarlo opened One Diamond
on the West cards and rebid Three
No Trumps over the Three Club
response. Rockfelt now bid Four
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um and jur nped o Six
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In the other room Benjamin
opened One Spade and rebid
Two No Trumps over Two
Clubs. FEast now bid Three
Diamonds which was raised to
Four Diamonds and again to Five
Diamonds by East. One can
sympathize with West who now
felt that his controls ought to
produce a slam but was rather
afraid of his own poor diamonds.
Perhaps it was this that prompted
him to bid Six Clubs. East
passed, although it would seem
that West was clearly marked with
four-card diamond support; a
4-1 break in clubs made the
punishment a severe one.

The subsequent movements of
the score board were less violent
and although they were generally
in England’s favour the interest
was maintained to the end. The
Scottish Camrose débutants, J.
McLaren and Dr. R. Forbes, of
Edinburgh, played a sound and
- confident game.

Teams—Scotland: D. Skinner
and Mrs. W. Davidson, A. Ben-
jamin and L. Mitchell, Dr. R. Y.
Forbes and J. M. McLaren.
Non-playing captain, J. O. Hastie.

England: R. and J. Sharples,
Dr. M. Rockfelt and J. Tarlo, P.
Juan and Mrs. B. Gordon. Non-
playing captain, G. L. Butler.
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The second and "-1
year’s Camrose trials offered ;
prizes a place in e.ch of t
matches—for the winners, agai
Northern Ireland, and for th
pair with the best cumulative scor
over the two trials, against Wales.
Both issues were open until th
very end. Leading positions at
the end of the first session were:—
F. North and J. Albuquerque 213
J. Beale and M. Triefus ... 204
B. P. Topley and ‘3
E. L. Silverstone .
C. E. Phillips and 4
C. E. Henriques .. 196
In the second session R. &"
Clark and E. Leader-Willi:
scored 65% and moved m :
second place, two points behind
Beale and Triefus who repeated
their first session score, and four
points in front of Phillips and
Henriques who had another good
session. ..'
In the final session Beale and :
Triefus almost duplicated their
two other scores to emerge clear
winners on both counts, and
Topley and Silverstone climbed
into second place both on the
week-end and on the combined
scores. Mrs. Lester and Mrs.
Van Rees who were narrowly
beaten on the cumulative score had
the satistaction of turning in the
best performance to date from a
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of this form of trial, while
Franks and Blaser, the prominent
North-Western pair from whom
much had been expected, won the
last session easily and lifted them-

selves from ignominy to re-
| spectability.
 Leading positions:—
- 1. ). Beale and M. Triefus... 599
- 2. B.P. Topley and
E. L. Silverstone . 586
3. R. E. Clark and
E. Leader-Williams ... 584
4. F. North and
J. Albuquerque .. 567
5. G. H. Broad and
F. Bayden .. 565
6. C. E. Phillips and
C. E. Henriques ..
Midland Counties

The Midland Counties. Cham-
pionship for the Dawes Trophy,
which is played on a league basis
for teams-of-cight, is reaching its
closing stages. A novel method
of scoring helps to maintain the
interest even for the less ex-
perienced teams. Three points
are at stake in each match and are
divided in a manner depending on
. the margin of the win—to score
full points a lead of 3,000 aggre-
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present position of the league
is:—

Matches  Points
Played Scored
Nottinghamshire 5 10
Warwickshire 6 9
Staffordshire 5 9
Yorkshire 5 9
Leicestershire 5 6
Oxfordshire 5 4}
Derbyshire 4 3

Yorkshire, who appear to be
most favourably placed, have
still to play Oxfordshire and
Derbyshire.

North-Western Association

Other counties whose com-
petitions are similarly beset by
travel problems may be interested
in a new move made by the
North-Western Association to
solve the difficulty.

Their team-of-four champion-
ship, which until this year has been
played on a knock-out basis
throughout, has this year begun
with  multi-team  preliminary
rounds in each area. As a result
the entry has been more than
tripled and has reached the
encouraging total of more than
50 teams.



heat:—  (See opposite column)

West led a club against Six
Spades. Although  several
declarers made the contract, only
two found the safe play of
climinating clubs and cashing the
WA before throwing West in with
the third spade. The set-up for
this unusual safety play is about
(he same as one recently reported
by Terence Reese, and since these
things usually come in threes it
may be your turn tonight.

Answers to November
Competition

by JACK MARX

L.M.P. scoring for teams-of-four is to
be assumed for all problems.

Problem No. 1 (24 points)
West's hand is:—
SA10, DKIT42, OA6, A4
As dealer at game all he opens One
Heart. North-South do not bid. What
should be West's rebid when Fast
responds: (a) One Spade; (b) Two
- Clubs; (¢) Two Diamonds: (d) Three
- Diamonds?
: Answers:
(@) Two Clubs, 6; One No Trump, 4.
(b) Two No Trumps, 6; Three Clubs, 4;
Three No Trumps, 1; Four Clubs, 1.

WEST

 QJx »
QY Kxx Vv,
O xxx Q
$ XXXX A

(¢) Two No Trumps, 6; Two Hearts, 2; 3
Three Diamonds, 1.
(d) Three Hearts, 6; 'l'thoM
4; Four Clubs, 2; Four Diamonds, 1.
In two respects West's hand is of
somewhat indeterminate character. Its
honour strength amounts to no more
than 15 points, but these are of the very
best type and raise it above the con 4
ruck of minimum openings., With no
singleton it cannot be said to be un-
balanced, yet it also has some shape
um:nsomccondluo:unmldﬁ
unwise to leave unexploited. o
In (a) East’s response promises $0
hulelhallhnlnnoomduuionhh



m even thqh lhl bnl Il
thereby raised.

In (b) East promises more and West,
whose point count alone is just enough
for the rebid in no trumps, apart from
the club fit that reinforces it, can afford
to reject the rather vague single raise
for a minor in favour of more specifically

. encouraging action,

In (c) the same rebid must be made
Sfaute de mieux. Any feasible alternative
is preferable to the rebid of such a shaky
major suit as West's, who in a non-
forcing situation may be left to play
there by a partner totally lacking
support but fearful of a bad misfit.

The situation in (d) is forcing and the
objection on these grounds to rebidding
the major is no longer valid; and partner,
having announced himself as in com-
mand, is unlikely to be reduced now to
raising the hearts on some doubleton
holding. This is just the sort of hand
where the No Trump rebid obstructs
the way to a slam, for the assurance
of some length in hearts may be vital
for a partner lacking Aces.

Problem No. 2 (14 points)
West's hand is:—
$0Q854, UK1063, {532, K4
At the score North-South game East
as dealer opens One Heart. North-
South do not bid. West responds Two
Hearts. What should West say next
~ when East rebids to: (a) Two Spades;
~ (b) Three Diamonds ?

Answers:—
~ (a) Four Hearts, 7; Three Spades, 5:
Four Spades, 1.
(b) Four Hearts, 7; Three Hearts, 4.
West's single raise was not in the

p S8 § A £ - MY v .
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that due weight can be given to the $Q,
he has no excuse for not committing
himself to game. East's spades,
mentioned as a *“ trial " bid with hearts
agreed, may not actually exist as a
four-card suit, though they usually will,
It is not therefore sound to raise to
Four Spades. But it seems difficult
to imagine a case where an obviously
strong East, having received the very
assurance he was apparently secking,
will now tamely pass. It also seems
likely in this case that a four-four
distribution trump suit will be a lesser
advantage than one of more certain
solidity.

In (b) the diamond holding is clearly
not what East is seeking, but the hand
remains almost a maximum single raise.
Problem No. 3 (10 points)

These hands were held by West and
East at the score North-South game:—
$®K4, DA, OAQ874, $J9832
@75, VQY764, OKII2, $KQ
South was the dealer and the auction

proceeded :—
Sours  Wesr NortH  Easr
1 20 No 2Q
No id No 30
No No No

Name the call or calls responsible for
the game being missed. If in your
opinion there is more than one, list
them in order of demerit. Add, in
brackets, after each such call what you
consider to be the best alternative.
Answer:—

Three Diamonds (Four Diamonds)

Two Hearts (Three Diamonds)

One can perhaps sympathize with
Eas* in hoping that West might after all

=\ "' Frey
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~ such poor quality and possibly be left
to play there, when partner's omission
to double suggests a distinct lack of
interest in it. But his second bid is far
more censurable, since as mere pre-
ference it acts as a damper just at the
moment when the disclosure of the club
fit has brightened the outlook. Four
Diamonds at this point is not forcing
on West, who is unlikely to proceed
further is he has, as East feared and
scemed to take for granted, three
Josers in the majors.
Problem No. 4 (14 points)

West's hand is:—

$A102, VAS42, OAIN0, $K1064

West deals at game to East-West and

the bidding proceeds:—
Soutn  West NorTH  East
— 14 No 10
e INT 24

What should West say next when
East makes a further bid of: (a) Three
Clubs; (b) Three Diamonds; South
passing ?

Answers:—

{a) Three Hearts, 7; Four Clubs, 4;
No Bid, 3.

, (b) Three Hearts, 7; Three Spades, 5;

= No Bid, 4; Four Diamonds, 2.
: Intrusive opponents can be a source
- both of confusion and guidance. West
feels bound to discount some of the
force behind East's renewed efforts
al the three level as having been dictated
- at least in part by the need, more than
- ever urgent at any form of match point
scoring, 1o compete for the part-score.
But he has also learned that a No

(), where an uninterru
cight tricks after taking t ”
out of the question. Hﬁ
mmmdncﬁq
Fast has sufficient shape to
own top cards.

In (b), where he lacks normal
for the one suit bid by East, t
perhaps less hope. But East, kne
to be short in spades and unable t
support clubs, is not so very unlike
to hold four hearts. g

Problem No. 5 (14 points) ','
West's hand is:— "
#QI108, VK842, 0J982, K2
At the score East-West game 1
as dealer passes and East opens One
Diamond. What should West say
South: (a) doubles; (b) bids One
Trump?

Answers:—

(a) One No Trump, 7; Redouble,
No Bid, 4; One Heart, 2.

(b) Double, 7.

The redouble is a time-wasting ﬂ
that should be used far more sparingly
than it habitually is. There seems little
purpose in using it for no better M“r
than to boast of a few miscellancous
points, giving no indication of where
they are located or how well backed by
distributional features. This is not &
hand where West can expect any worth=
while penalty from a low-level suit
contract; he has too many of his
partner's diamonds. On the other hand,
immediate support for diamonds will
sound like a pre-emptive call for which
there is no special need. One No Trump

:i
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bid in diamonds.

In (b) the diamond length is anything
but a disadvantage in an attempt to
punish a low-level no trump contract.

Problem No. 6 (14 points)
West's hand is:—
$K6, V7, OAI1084, $AJI0643

As dealer at game all he opens One

Club. North-South do not bid. East
responds One Diamond and West
raises to Two Diamonds. What should
West say next when East rebids to:
{a) Two Hearts; (b) Three Diamonds?

Answers:

(a) Three Clubs, 7; Four Diamonds, 5;
Two Spades, 5; Four Clubs, 4;
Two No Trumps, 2; Five Dia-
monds, 2.

(b) No Bid, 7; Three Spades, §5;
Four Clubs, 4; Five Diamonds, 4.

On playing trick values West has an
extremely good raise to Two Diamonds.
hen East, in (a), makes a constructive
rebid, the one call that cannot be
ladmitted is a sign-off of Three Dia-
monds. Since the destination of the
hand is uncertain, West should look for

@ naturally descriptive bid, and Four

Clubs is best.

~ In (b) partner’s Three Diamonds

should be read as a defensive call, for

if he had hopes of game East would

‘make a more constructive bid. Game is

Just possible, nevertheless, and if West

idoes continue, Three Spades gives

ner the best chance to assess the
of his hand. Five Diamonds,
lhough a gamble, is more sensible than

/
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balanced high-card values and can be
followed if necessary by a competing

4

have to pass.

Problem No. 7 (10 points)
The hands of West and East are:—

#KQI084 @ A97632
Y AJY ?Q

O A9653 O Q842

& Void & AK

At game all West has become
declarer at a contract of Six Spades,
North-South not having entered the
auction. North leads Q. How should
West plan the play?

Answer:—

By elimination play‘ West can make
sure of losing not more than one dia-
mond, except where South has all three
missing honours. The play goes:
&AK, throwing two diamonds from
West; QA and ruff; #K: heart ruff;
& A. Now a small diamond from East
is ducked into the North hand if South
plays low. If South plays Jack or Ten,
West wins with the Ace and loses only
when South has KJ10.

West can do even better with the aid
of psychology. After eliminating hearts
and drawing trumps, he contrives to
be in his own hand, not in dummy.
He then leads a small diamond away
from the Ace and just covers whatever
North plays; any diamond that South
now leads, bar the King, is run up to
dummy. This play must succeed
unless North on the first round of
diamonds has had the nerve to play low
unblinkingly from a doubleton King.

For result of November Competition
see Page 32.
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Set by JACK MARX

. w,'- 5.

Part 1 of a three months’ contest. 'l'heBnmhmm off
the following prizes for the best score in the January,
March competitions combined :—

-
-

First Prize 40y

¢ ree stay for two persons, with full pensxon, at a firs v*i
Hotel during the week of the Juan-Les*Pins Bridge F tiva

May 5-12th. 1956.
Second Prize: Five Guineas.

Please read these rules carefully. No competitor may send in
than one entry each month. A competition coupon is not -
but only annual subscribers to the B.B.W. (or current suh.crihe!!

the C.B.J.) are eligible for prizes.

'

Answers should be sent direct to J. C. H. Marx, Competitios
Editor, B.B.W., 25 Palace Gardens Terrace, London, W.8, postmarke
not later than February Ist, 1956. Some latitude will be grln!d
overseas competitors. Solutions and leading scores will be publi
in the February issue.

1. South’s hand is:— 2. South’s hand is:—

#9% 064 OAQB62 HKQ76 QK6 WKQIST OA42 1053
Rubber bridge. Dealer East. ’Team?of ?o?n' ma?ch, *

RErceg

ln;::lll idding:— scoring. Dealer North. Game a .
SoutH  Wist Nowtn Easr _ ¢ Piddingi—

No SoutH  West  NORTH J
No No Ié No ir 3 No

20 No 2 No 20 No 49 No
What should be South's next What should be South’s nex
call? call?
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3. South’s hand is:—

#Q108 DAJ OAQ87 K954
Team-of-four match, I.M.P.

scoring. Dealer West. East-West

Game. The bidding:—

i
at should be South’s next call ?

South’s hand is:—
AJ8 Void $J986 AKQI1095
Match-pointed pairs. Dealer
South. Game all. The bidding:—

WEST  NORTH EAST
v; 14 No
at should be South’s next call?

South’s hand is;:—

KQI053 UKQ7 (A4 643
Rubber bridge. Dealer South.
ame all. The bidding:—

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

I No 2 No
3IQ No kL 3 No
What should be South’s next call?

6. South’s hand is:—

&5 DAKQIO $10532 $KQ64
Rubber bridge. Dealer South.

Game all, North-South 40. The

bidding:—

SoutH WEST NORTH EAST
10 No 2d No
A No 30 No
What should be South’s next call ?

7. South’s hand is:—

$109854 DA4 OK4 #1064
Match-pointed pairs. Dealer

North. Game all. The bidding:—

SouTH WEST  NORTH EAsT
1dp No
1é No 30 No
4dp No 70 No
4 No RL ) No

What should be South’s next call ?

JUAN-LES—PINS BRIDGE FESTIVAL
May 5th - 12th 1956
May 5th to 9th, Open Pairs Champi

sessions and lhree sections in the

May 10th, a free day with an exhibition bidding match between
pairs representing various countries.
May 11th and 12th, Open Teams-of-Four.

Prizes in the Pairs event alone to the value of
1,600,000 Fr. (over £1,600) in cash and kind.

For information and Hotel reservations, write to the
Syndicat d’Initiative, Juan-Les-Pins, Antibes.

ionship, with two preliminary
with prizes for all grades.
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L Markus (B.B.L.) beat G A ( ) by 26 LM.P.
y us (B.B.L. k . .M.P.
.m%,snner (:;mcham) beat W. G. Rose (Nottingham) by 32 ILM.P.
A_ Durran (Herts,) beat Dr. S. Gee (Kent) by 21 LM.P. |
Crockford’s Cup 1955-1956 ]
. L. Haddon (Notts.) beat J. Lazarus (Manchester) by 16 LM.P.
R Pmst?m (London) beat Mrs. Gardener (B.B.L.) 3 1 LM.P. £
Mrs. A. L. Fleming (London) beat C. E. Lester ( ) by 10 LM.P. 3
G. R. Dawes (Birmingham) w.o. Mrs. Barnes (Leeds) Scr. 5,
G Mathieson (London) beat G. H. Hammond (Kent a 19 LM.P. y
Mrs. Moss (London) beat Mrs. Markus (B.B.L.) by 2 L. P, »
E. White (Burton-on-Trent) beat M. Esner (Manchester) by 2 LM.P. ‘3
C. E. Phillips (Cheshire) beat R. H. Chope (Sheffield) by 14 LM.P.
Dr. S. Lec (London) beat Dr. S. Gee (Kent) by 67 LM.P. -
G. K. Fenn Smith (Bournemouth) beat Miss P. M. Nye (London) by 15 LM.P.

Hubert Phillips Bowl 1955-1956

. Brown (Grimsby) beat K. M. H. Neale (Nottingham) by 860 pts.

_C. H. Fox (London) beat Miss E. Younghughes (Sussex) by 670 pts. X
. Abrahams (London) beat Mrs. V. Cooper (London) by pts. N
. H. Hinton (Nouin?hnm) beat Mrs. M. Cole (Leicester) by 3,970 ]

rs. R. Markus (London) beat Mrs. A. L. Fleming (London) by 4,300 pts. 3
. B. Tarlo (London) beat G. F. Mathieson (London) by 200 pts. :
. Levy (London) beat Mrs. N. Kahn (London) by 7 %l

OZZT=PEO
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>

. L. Della Porta (London) beat J. C. J. Tatham (London) 3,090 pts. L
. A. Porter (Birmingham) beat R. H. Chope (Sheffield) by 3,190 pts. ! o
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Entries may still be accepted for the Whitelaw Cup and for the Field Cup and
be sent NOW 1o Geoffrey Fell, Craven Lead Works, Skipton, Yorkshire.
All Areas are requested to run heats before January 31st for the National

L.CCB.A. RESULTS

Melville Smith Trophy
First round winners: L. Tarlo (B.B.L. team), A. Elliott, S. A Mrs.
G. N. Breskal, G. F. Mathieson. et
- Sydney Woodward Cup )
First round winners: F. M. Emmet, L. Morawetz, H. Greenberg, E. S

' ¥
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L P. Gibb, J. Sindell, R. McNair Jones, Miss Nye, K. A. Bradshaw. 1
: London League ‘
Leading teams after three rounds: Division 1, Club “ A"

International B.C. Division 1I, London Club * B,” ’ -
Division [1l, Mayfai Bridge Siudio * B.” i e Inse

W . S Institute, i 3 i B
Mayfair Bridge Studio * D.” e v e Thslor N

RE)
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lon. Registrars

BERKS. & BUCKS.

(Chairman: R. Corwen, Esq.)

lon. Secretary and Treasurer...

Hon. Tournament Secretary ...

H. Coruns, English Bridge Union, 152a Fulham

Palace Road, London, W.6.

Major Georrrey Ferr, Craven Lead Works,
Skipton, Yorkshire. (Phone: Skipton 32)

Messrs. Leavier Core & Co.

The Council of the English Bridge Union is made up of Delegates from County
d Area Associations, whose Secretaries are as follows:—

Mrs. Matthews, 10 Sutton Avenue, Slough

E. White, 119 Alexandra Road, Burton upon Trent

F. C. Keyte, 64, Fleet Street, Torquay

F. M. Fletcher, Esq., 22 Fontayne Avenue,
Chigwell

W. N. Morgan-Brown, Esq., 5, Douro Road,
Cheltenham

G. Turnbull, 30 High Oaks Road, Welwyn
Garden City

Mrs. R. H. Corbett, West Kent Club, Boyne Park,
Tunbridge Wells

L. G. Cay Esq., Farm Edge, Leicester Road,
Thurcaston

Mrs. S. N. Dean, 2 Westlands Avenue, Grimsby

Frlq’nst Reynolds, Esq., 32 Highbury Place, London,

Mrs. J. Johnston, Flat 2, Redina'on Grange,
42 Redington Road, London, N.W.3

H. Hudson, Stanfield Hall, Wymondham, Norfolk

H. V. Lightfoot, 194 Holywood Avenue, Gosforth,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 3

Mrs. H. T. Halewood, 7 Mendip Rd., Liverpool, 15

J. H. C. Godfrey, Esq., Leighton House, Lincoln
Street, Nottingham y -

Mrs. R. G. Beck, 1 Blenheim Drive, Oxford

Mrs. A. H. Hogg, 27 Elgin Road, Bournemouth

C. E. Robinson, 6 Lichfield Road, Stafford

J. R. Gibson, 448 Wickham Road, Shirley, Surrey

Mrs. Ricardo, 12 Byron Road, Worthing

H. K. Cooke, 46 Vauxhall Street, Birmingham, 4

R. D. Allen, Esq., 28 Britannia Square, Worcester

Mrs. A. Cartwright, 146 Soothill Lane, Batley, Yks.
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21-22
27-29

3-5
11-12
18-1%

24-2°5

17-18

24-25

12-13

2-3
9-10
15-17

English Bridge Union, 1520 Fulham Palace Road, London, W.6

Gr. Briraiy v. USA.
ENGLAND v. N, IRELAND ...
WHITeLAW Cup ... ... London
WADDINGTON CUP FOR MAsTERs PARs ... London

ENGLAND v. WALSS. .. e Away
DALY TeLEGRAPH CUP ... ... London
E.B.U. CONGRESS ... i oyt Peset RN
RicHArD Leperer MemoriaL Cup ... London
FieLp TrOPHY SOt o B T
PorTLAND CLuB Cur ... vis g ase N

NATIONAL PAIRS AREA FINALS ... {

Devon C.B.A. CONGRESS ...
LoNDON CONGRESS ...
Gorp Cur FiNaL Rounps

LADIES' INDIVIDUAL QUALIFYING {

Crockrorp's Cup ...
MippLesex CONGRESS
NATIONAL PAIRSs FINAL ... ... ... Midlands
LADiEs' INDIVIDUAL FINAL... ... London

Y.C.B.A. CONGRESS et s .. Scarborough ,k

Full particulars from:
Hon. Sec.—~HUGH COLLINS
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BRIDGE CLUBS AND HOTELS

HARROW TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT
Haxrow Brinoe CLus—16 Northwick Park West Kent Cous—I12 Boyne Park, Tun-
Road, Harrow, Middx. Tel bll:um 3908, M Comfortable,
Good standard in enjoyable a Club. Fully licensed. Stakes ana
mcmw.m_wumm 6d. ‘::ug:‘m Private
4 Secretary. Tel. Tun-
m-wu.usu
IMON
0 Stam Bringe Cous—I17 Craven
Hill Gardens, W.2. Phone: Padd Pro- The Noted Club in the North-W, the
rwp.- . Spirer and Mrs. A. Selly. ‘Stakes  SoutHrort B.C. very
q 2/-. Partnership evenings, Tuesday and stakes 2d. to 1/-. Sunday,
y pmein & :riec bty Secretary, Mrs. E. A wse,
2 rs. a
399 Lord Street. Tel. 4490.
BERKS. .
Grove Hawl Horer & CLun has every-
wr«mmﬂu A&dnm-A
Meal - A good Game. Ru always avail-
able. Du te every week required.
Service. H. B. Howe, Secretary. Tel: Twyford 106
TUITION
NICO GARDENER teaches players of all PERFECT YOUR BRIDGE under cham-
standards by new mctM On-u. team m Private or Group Tuition.
hing, cor rses. The London Duplicate i Lectures.
School of Bridge, Junuu Rond.l.ot.don. Poldc nqn.tfm Mayfair Bridge
S.W.3 KENsington 2197 Wl mlll Wigmore Street London,

D iouts mate. tretst o

ma

Size 7" 8q. wnmﬁudedmu/lllﬂpumdn
plus 3/3 postage and registration.

Actual Maker: F. Lawes, 10 F Road
Edgbaston, Birmingham, 1
EASTBOURNE

WHITEHALL BRIDGE CLUB AND RESIDENTIAL HOTEL
Good Bridge in comfort

Club License Two Sessions daily Overlooking Sea Front
STAKES 2d., 3d. and 6d. TERMS £7.7.0 to £10.10.0
HOWARD SQUARE, EASTBOURNE Tel. 492
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Australia A£1/18/0 Belgium  Frs. 218 Italy Lire 262425
Canada $4.60 Denmark  Kr. 30 Norway Kr. 31
ﬂ:’n Rs, 20 Egypt E£1.50 Sweden Kr. 22.50
Rs. 20 Eire £1/10/0 Spain Ps. 46
New Zealand £1/10/0 Finland Mks. 970 Switzerland Frs. 19
Pakistan Rs. 13 France  Frs, 1520 Turkey T£12
| South Africa £1/10/0 - Holland Fls. 16.50 US.A. - $4.50
- Malaya Straits $14 Iran Rials 135
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 30/- POST FREE
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THE AMERICAN
BRIDGE WORLD

Subscriptions

for One Year - £200
Two Years --£330

Sole Agent in Great Britain :

Mrs. Rixi Markus
5 Basil Mansions, Basil Street, S.W3

BRIDGE ASSOCIA'

TORQUAY
(ONGRESS

at the

PALACE HOTEL

TORQUAY
telephone 4356

Hon. Congress Secretary:
F. C. Keyte, 64 Fleet St., Torquay Tel. 4589

MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY NOW

*. .. a new, admirable and
invaluable volume . . ."

CARD PLAY
TECHNIQUE

or the Art of Being Lucky
by Victor Mollo and Nico Gardener

Luck at Bridge is an art to be mastered
like any other. That is the theme of
this book in which two of Britain's lead-
ingexperts pass on the secrets of success,
the technique of coaxing the
cards themselves
into taking sides,
, first for declarer,
f then for the
defence. 15s.

FROM ALL
BOOKSELLERS
« « « OF in cose of di
| 55 84 by post from
Newnes Ltd., Tower .
S:m. St., u-u;.
Mmmw)‘"

NEWNES

»




The best score

Note it down with a New Onoto
A sensational pen at a really
sensible price

K.1 The perfect presentation pen with “piston action”
filling, visible ink supply, 14-carat gold nib and rolled
gold, push-on cap. Price 57/6.

K.4 Large-capacity reservoir, “piston-action” filling,
visible ink supply, hooded 14-carat gold nib. The ideal
nib for the junior user. Price 25/-.

K.3 The pen for more conventional tastes, * piston-
action” filling, large ink capacity and iridium tipped

I4-carat gold nib. Price 35/-.

THOMAS DE LA RUE & CO. LTD,, 84-86 REGENT ST., LONDON, W.1








