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FLUSHING MUNICIPAL COURTHOUSE, 137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing, Borough of Queens. 1862 

Landmark Site : Borough of Queens Tax Map Block 4960 , Lot 1. 

On .February 8, 1966 ~ the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
held a public hearing on the proposed designation as a Landmark 
of the Flushing Municipal Courthouse and the proposed designation 
of the related Landmark Site. (Item No. 40). The hearing had 
been duly advertised in accordance with the provisions of law. 
Three witnesses spoke in favor of designation . There wer e no 
speakers in opposition to d e signation . 

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS 

Striking in the picturesqueness of its profiles; the Flushing 
Courthouse or Town Hall is a noteworthy example of an early phase 
of the Romanesque Revival style so popular in the United States, 
just prior to the Civil Wa r . This two - story brick building , used 
in later years as a courthouse, is important architecturally as a 
representative example of the small town hall which was so much a 
part of the American scene. The structure~ in an excellent state 
of preservation , has retained in unaltered condition all of its 
exterior ornamental details . The 1862 building contributes 
immeasurably to th e citysca pe of Flushing. 

The impressive front facade is divided into three parts, sep­
arated by tall , thin buttresses which rise above the walls. All 
the walls are finished at the roof line with a continuous band of 
diminutive arched corbels and a plain cornice. The arched windows 
are paired under l a rge round arches , and those on the second floor 
are quit e high. Dominating the front e ntrance , and standing on a 
raised pl a tform five steps ab ove the sidewa lk , is a striking 
triple-arched portico , crowned by a classic entablature with low 
balustrade. The entablature is supported by massive pilasters 
and the arches by half round . engaged columns. 

The Flushing Town Hall wa s the focal point of every important 
town function from 1862 to 1900. It was us e d for community meet­
ings , f a ncy dress balls for military a nd volunt ee r fir e comp a ny 
celebratiQns and for small opera productions. Tom Thumb per­
formed there , and Teddy Roosevelt gave one of his Presidential 
campaign speeches from the steps o f the portico. It also s e rv e d 
later a s a courthous e , offices for municipal bureaus , a nd a 
police pr e cinct for the World 1 s Fa ir of 1964 - 65. 

During th e Civil War , Flushing 1 s Volunteer Artill e ry Unit , 
later to b e come the 34th Ind e pendent N. Y. Battery of the Union 
Army , was hous e d in the structure . Th e Hall was used for a 
far e well ceremony wh e n the men marche d to war. The Old Hamilton 
Rifles, l a ter to b e com e th e 17th Sepa r a t e Company of Flushing , 
a lso h a d qu a rt e rs in the building . It is locat e d i n a historic 
s e tting , for in th e dir e ct vicinit y a r e th e Qu a k e r Mee ting Hous e, 
the Bowne House , and on an isla nd in th e boul e vard a re monuments 
to the d ead of various wa rs. 

Pre serva tion of the building until now is du e in large 
measur e to community int e r es t , th e Bo r o ugh Pr e sid e nt 's Office , 
a nd in the cooper a t ion of s e v e r a l New York municipa l d epar tm e nts . 
It is at present own e d by the City a nd l e ased t o a charit a ble 
organization. There is every reason to e nvis age a l o n g and u se­
ful futur e for this building , either in continu e d City own e rship 
or in priva te ownership. 
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FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS 

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history ~ the 
architecture and other fe a tures of this building , the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission finds that th e Flushing Municipal 
Courthouse has a special character , special historical and 
aesthetic interest and v a lue as p a rt of th e d evelopment ~ h e rit a ge 
and cultura l charact e ristics of New York City. 

The Comm ission further finds that, among its important quali­
ties, the Flushing Municipal Courthouse is a noteworthy example 
of the early Romanesque Rev iva l style of architecture, tha t in 
this City it r ep r esents the sol e r ema ining examp le of th e s mall 
town h a ll of t he 1860 period , tha t it stands in a district surr­
ounded by historic building s a nd th a t because of its excellent 
state of preserva tion , it c a n again serve the area as a us e ful 
building for y ea rs to come. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 8 -A of th e 
Charter of the City of New York and Chapter 8 - A of the Administra­
tive Cod e of the City of New Yo rk , th e Landma rks Preservation 
Commission d es i g n a tes a s a La ndmark th e Flushing Municipal 
Courthouse , 137-35 Northe rn Boulevard, Flushing . Borough of Queens, 
~nd de sign~ t c s T~~0Map Block 4 9 60 . Lo t 1 , Borou gh of Queens . as 
its Landmark Site. 


