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St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company Photograph Collection (R1385)
St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company Maps Collection (R1486)

St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company Collection (R1491)

St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company Employee Records (SP0057)
St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad Letter Book (C1229)

Processed by: Processed by Kathleen Seale, March 1, 2022
Historical Note:

The St. Louis-San Francisco Railroad Company, commonly known as the Frisco, originated with
the South West Branch of the Pacific Railroad in the 1850s. The St. Louis and San Francisco
Railway Company organized in 1876. Through a series of financial troubles and renaming, the
line officially became the St. Louis-San Francisco Railroad Company in 1916. Headquartered in
St. Louis the line served a wide area, including large portions of Missouri and into other states
such as Arkansas, Texas, Alabama, Mississippi, Kansas, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Florida. The
line merged in 1980 with the Burlington Northern Railway (how BNSF).

The company had many subsidiaries and acquired numerous smaller lines including the

Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railway; Kansas City, Clinton, and Springfield Railway; Kansas
City, Fort Scott, and Memphis Railway; St. Louis, Kennett, and Southeastern Railroad;
Bonneville and Southwestern Railroad; Tyronza Central Railroad; Butler County Railroad; and
the Quanah, Acme, and Pacific Railroad.

The Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railway was chartered in 1885 to connect Fort Worth and
Brownwood, Texas. The line was acquired by the Frisco in 1901 which extended the line to
Brady, Texas in 1903 and then to Menard in 1911. The line was sold in 1937 to the Atchison,
Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway Company.

The Kansas City, Clinton, and Springfield Railway was established in 1885 by the
consolidation of a railroad company of the same name and the Pleasant Hill and De Soto
Railroad Company. The line came under the control of the Frisco in 1898 and assumed formal
ownership in 1928.

The Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Memphis Railway has origins dating to 1865 and the Kansas
and Neosho Railroad. It also owned one half of the capital stock of the Kansas City, Clinton, and
Springfield Railway. The system was consolidated in 1888 as the “Memphis Route.” The Frisco
gained control of the line in 1901 and assumed formal ownership in 1928.

The St. Louis, Kennett, and Southeastern Railroad was charted by Louis B. Houck in 1890.
Eighteen miles of track ran between Campbell and Kennett, Missouri. It consolidated with the
Pemiscott Railroad Company in 1895 and was sold to the St. Louis and Gulf Railroad Company
in 1902. The Frisco gained corporate control in 1903, and in 1904 the Frisco passed rights to the
St. Louis, Memphis, and Southeastern Railroad Company. The property and rights were sold
back to the Frisco in 1907.

The Bonneville and Southwestern Railroad was acquired in 1905 by the Frisco. The line was
dissolved in 1927. Another Arkansas line, the Tyronza Central Railroad, formed in 1902. It was
taken over by the Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Memphis Railway and acquired by the Frisco in
1906. The line was dissolved in 1927.
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The Butler County Railroad was incorporated in 1905. The line built track between Poplar Bluff
and Kennett, Missouri in the early 1910s. The Frisco leased the railroad in 1927. In 1950, the
line was officially sold to the Frisco.

The Quanah, Acme, and Pacific Railroad was incorporated in 1902 as the Acme, Red River and
Northern Railway. The name change occurred in 1909 and in 1911 the Frisco assumed control of
the line.

“St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company: River and Cape Division,” All Aboard June-July
1990

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged into the following five series with fourteen subseries:

Corporate Records
Financial Records
Completion Reports
Arkansas
Kansas
Missouri
Oklahoma
Texas
Interstate Commerce Commission
Oversize
Equipment
Completion Reports
Reports and Registers
Property
Interstate Commerce Commission
Valuation Reports
Reports
Financial
Equipment and Appliances Ledgers

Scope and Content Note:

Corporate Records

This series contains corporate and operational records of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway
Company and its subsidiaries. Included in the series are histories and organization charts of
Frisco. Of note, folder 2 contains a listing of railroad lines and subsidiaries controlled by the
Frisco as of 1916 and their order of incorporation. This series is arranged in chronological order.

Financial Records

This series consists of materials pertaining to the financial records of the St. Louis-San Francisco
Railway Company and its subsidiaries. There are records for dividend accounts, property values,
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income taxes, among others. The records pertain mostly to the companies Missouri operations.
This series is arranged in chronological order.

Completion Reports

This series contains Authority For Expenditure (AFE) completion reports for lines owned by the
Frisco in Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, and Oklahoma. The AFE reports contain corporate
purchase orders used by the Frisco for capital projects. The volumes contain engineering,
accounting, and operational reports as well as other elements relevant to the project. Also
included in the reports are blueprints of railroad stations, trackage, bridges, drainage ditches, and
other construction projects. The reports detail dates of construction, completion dates, cost,
description of projects, tracks/spurs being moved or retired, line abandonment, relocation or
retirement spurs used by various companies. This series is arranged by state with completion
records from railroad lines in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Texas. Each subseries
is arranged by division or railroad line, then chronologically.

Interstate Commerce Commission

This series consists of records kept by the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company and its
subsidiaries for the Interstate Commerce Commission. These records include valuations,
statistics, and reports. The valuation report subseries contain construction history of specific
lines, lists of assets and their value, and also reports on tracks, right away, chaining and grading,
mile index, and telephone lines run. The reports subseries contains the state statistics and annual
reports which contain trackage totals, list of assets, revenue, stockholders, number of crossings,
property value, and investments. This series is arranged by material type and then
chronologically.

Oversize

This series contains oversize volumes with records of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway
Company and its subsidiaries for equipment, Interstate Commerce Commission, and financial.
The Equipment subseries contains completion reports, registers, and property records for
equipment owned by the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company and its subsidiaries. These
records include valuation, replacement, retirement, purchasing, and building of engines, steam
locomotives, freight and passenger cars, shop machinery, and building equipment, among others.

The Interstate Commerce Commission subseries contains reports including valuations, reports on
equipment, and engineers’ final reports. The reports contain property descriptions and values.
The Financial subseries contains records for the Frisco Transportation Company and unclaimed
wages, property, and dividend checks. The Equipment and Appliances Ledgers subseries contain
records of equipment, their value, when they were purchased, and when they were sold or
retired. This series is arranged in chronological order.

Container List:

f.1-11 Corporate Records
Box 001 f.1 Corporate history and chart,1852-1936
f.2 “Corporate History of St. Louis-San San Francisco Railway

Company as of December 31%, 1916,” 1917
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v. 19
v. 20-21
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v. 21

V. 22-45
V. 22

V.23

V. 24

Quanah, ACME, and Pacific Railway Company, AFE register,
1924-1978

Timetable and map, 1935

Operating divisions, 1955

Roadway machines assigned, 1959

Training manual, railway engineering, 1961

Concrete bridge, standard plans, 1966-1975

“Poles Per Mile,” 1974

Concrete boxes, standard plans, 1979

Burlington Northern Railroad Company system diagram map,
1984

Financial Records

Outstanding dividend account, 1981-1982

Dividend account, 1981-1982

Account reconciliation plan, 1982

File index, property accounts department, 1922-1933

Adjustment units, signals and interlockers, 1927

Statement of charges to capitol accounts of St. Louis-San
Francisco Railway Company and subsidiaries, 1947-1954

Principal joint property involving joint valuation changes, 1955,
no date

Income tax data, 1957-1959

Completion Reports

Training manual, 1933
Arkansas
Butler County Railroad, 1919-1946
Central division, 1923-1934
Central division, 1923-1936
Central division, 1929-1938
Central division, 1929-1944
River and Cape division, 1920-1974
River division, 1924-1932
River division, 1929-1961
Red River division, 1920-1930
Southern division, Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Memphis
Railway Company, 1916-1933
Southern division, Bonneville and Southern Railway
Company, 1917-1933
Southern division, Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Memphis
Railway Company, 1927-1979
Kansas
Northern division, 1922-1956
Eastern division, Kansas City, Clinton, and Springfield
Railway Company, 1925-1935
Missouri
Eastern division, Kansas City, Clinton, and Springfield
Railway Company, 1921-1931
Eastern division, Kansas City, Clinton, and Springfield
Railway Company, 1925-1931
Eastern division, 1928-1934
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Box 005

Box 006

Box 007
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. 48-50

V. 48
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v. 50

.91
.92

.53

.54

.55

56

57
58
59-60
61-62
63
64

Eastern division, 1928-1937
Norther division, Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Memphis
Railway Company, 1920-1980
River division, 1917-1931
River and Cape division, 1918-1930
River and Cape division, 1918-1974
River and Cape division, 1920-1932
River and Cape division, 1920-1952
River and Cape division, 1924-1928
River division, 1925-1933
River division, 1926-1930
River and Cape division, 1927-1934
River division, 1928-1936
River division, St. Louis, Kennett, and Southeastern Railroad
Company, 1928-1961
River and Cape division, 1929-1934
River division, 1929-1958
River and Cape division, 1930-1935
River division, 1936-1950
River and Cape division, 1937-1960
River and Cape division, 1959-1967
Various divisions, 1919-1946
System, 1922-1933
Oklahoma
Southeastern division, 1918-1965
Central division, 1920-1939
Texas
Western division, 1921-1959
Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railway Company division,
1918-1930
Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railway Company division,
1928-1939
Interstate Commerce Commission
Valuation section index, 1921, no date
Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Memphis Railway Company
valuation, 1916
Kansas City, Clinton, and Springfield Railway Company,
chaining notes, 1916-1917
Kansas City, Clinton, and Springfield Railway Company
valuation section, 1921
St. Louis, Kennett, and Southeastern Railway chaining and
grading notes, 1917
Butler County Railroad Company chaining and grading notes,
1916
Butler County Railroad Company, 1916
Missouri, 17A Western district, 1916
Missouri, 19A section, 1916
Missouri, 17B section, 1916
Missouri, 17A Western district, cross sections, 1916
Missouri, 17A Western district, chaining notes, 1916
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Box 009

v. 82-114
Box 010

Box 011

Box 012

Box 013

Box 014

Box 015

Box 016

V. 65 Missouri, 17A Western district, valuation inventory, 1917
V. 66 Missouri, 19A Western district, special notes, 1917
V. 67 4 Missouri section, 1917
v. 68-70 State statistics data, 1971-1973
v. 71-73 Annual report data, 1971-1972
V. 74-76 Annual report data, Quanah, Acme, and Pacific Railway
Company, 1971-1973
v. 77-79 Annual report data, Frisco Transportation Company, 1971-1973
v. 80-81 Annual report work papers, 1973
Oversize
v. 82-95 Equipment
v. 82-86 Completion Reports
V. 82 Quanah, Acme, and Pacific Railway Company, machinery
and equipment, 1914-1925
v. 83-85 Quanah, Acme, and Pacific Railway Company, 1922-
1973
v. 86 System, 1975-1980
v. 87-90 Reports and Register
v. 87 Equipment register, 1935, no date
v. 88 Authority For Expenditure register, 1980-1981
v. 89 Reports of retired equipment, 1969-1971
v. 90 Report of equipment, Form 1630, 1978-1980
v. 91-95 Property
v. 91-92 Property accounts, equipment registers, 1980
v. 93 Record of property changes, equipment, 1918-1980
v. 94 Record of property changes, locomotives and train cars,
1949-1983
v. 95 Record of property changes, equipment, 1949-1983
v. 96-105 Interstate Commerce Commission
v. 96-99 Valuation Reports
v. 96 Summary sheets, Oklahoma, 1918-1921
v. 97 Summary sheets, Missouri, 1918-1921
v. 98 Equipment, engines, and cars, 1960-1978
v. 99 Valuation index, 1983
v. 100-105 Reports
v. 100 Equipment acquisitions, property accounts, 1928-1980
v. 101 Locomotives and train cars, 1931
v. 102 Mechanical accounts, 1932
v. 103 Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Memphis Railway Company
final engineers report, 1933
v. 104 Final engineers report, general index and summaries,
Missouri, 1933
v. 105 Equipment, pencil copy, 1944-1959
v. 106-110 Financial Records
v. 106 Frisco Transportation Company, accrued depreciation, 1943-
1955
v. 107 Florida rolling stock tax return work papers, 1949-1980
v. 108 Unclaimed wages, 1949-1980
v. 109 Unclaimed property and dividend checks, 1976-1978
v. 110 Unclaimed property and dividend checks, 1980-1981
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v. 111-114 Equipment and Appliances Ledgers
Oversize v. 111 Detail of equipment and appliances when built ledger, 1905-
Shelf 4 1979
v. 112 Detail of equipment and appliances when built ledger, 1945-
1985
v. 113 Detail of equipment and appliances when built ledger, 1948-
1985
v. 114 Detail of equipment and appliances when built ledger, 1951-
1985
Index:
Index Term Folder Medium
Alabama, Tennessee, and Northern Railroad 9 v. 1
American Railway Engineering Association V.5
Ash Grove (Mo.) V. 22, 24, 45, 53
Bollinger County (Mo.) v. 27, 31, 66
Bonneville and Southern Railway Company v. 18
Burlington Northern Railroad Company 11-14
Butler County (Mo.) v. 30, 35-36, 38, 41-
44, 56-57
\Butler County Railroad Company (Ark.) \v. 1, 3, 7-8, 44, 56-57
Cape Girardeau County (Mo.) v. 30, 35, 38, 42, 63-
65
Carter County (Mo.) v. 40, 61
Cass County (Mo.) v. 22,45
Clinton (Mo.) v. 24
Crawford County Mining Company (Kan.) v. 1, 20
Crosses (Ark.) v. 9
Delaware County (Okla.) v. 47
Dunklin County (Mo.) v. 29, 34, 37, 39, 60
Fort Smith (Ark.) v. 9-11, 16
Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railway Company 4 v. 1, 49-50
Fremont, John C. 2
Frisco Transportation Company v. 1, 3,77-79, 106
Grayson County (Tex.) v. 49
Greene County (Mo.) V. 22, 24, 45, 53
Hallack and Hill Gravel Company (Stoddard County, Mo.) v. 39
Henry County (Mo.) v. 22,45
Hicoria (Ark.) V. 7
Interstate Commerce Commission (U.S.) 2
Kansas City, Clinton, and Springfield Railway Company |1 v. 21-24, 45, 51, 53-
54
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Index Term Folder Medium |

Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Memphis Railway Company |1 v. 1,17, 19, 26, 51-
53, 103

Leachville (Ark.) 4 v. 7-8, 14-15, 27, 34,
37

McCurtain County (Okla.) | V. 42

Menard County (Tex.) | V. 49-50

Murray County (Okla.) | V. 46

Osceola (Mo.) | V. 22-25, 45

\Phenix Marble Company (Greene County, Mo.) | \v. 45

Piggott (Ark.) | v. 7-8, 14-15

Pioneer Coal Company (Kan.) v. 20

Polk County (Mo.) V. 22, 64

Quanah, Acme, and Pacific Railway Company 3 v. 1, 3, 74-76, 82-85

Qulin (Mo.) v. 36, 44

Railroad bridges--Construction v. 9-12, 15-16, 36-37,
40, 44-45

\Railroad--AIabama \v. 51, 68-70

Railroad--Arkansas v. 7-19, 51, 55, 68-
73, 80-81, 103

Railroad--Florida v. 51, 68-73, 80-81

Railroad--Kansas 1 v. 45, 51, 103

Railroad--Mississippi v. 51, 68-73, 80-81

Railroad--Oklahoma v. 46-47, 51, 68-73,
80-81, 96, 103

Railroad--Tennessee v. 51, 68-73, 80-81,
103

Railroad--Texas v. 49-51, 68-76, 80-
85

Red River, Texas, and Southern Railway Company | v. 1,51

Ripley County (Mo.) | V. 32, 42-43, 64-65

\Rock Island Railroad | \v. 1,51, 54

Saint Louis (Mo.) 2 |

Springfield (Mo.) 2, 6-8 V.51

St. Louis, Kennett, and Southern Railway Company v. 1, 14-15, 37, 51,
55, 66

St. Louis-San Francisco Railroad Company 1-14 v. 1-114

St. Louis-Southwestern Railway Company v. 39, 51

Stoddard County (Mo.)

v. 27-28, 30-32, 34-
35, 38-39, 42-43, 60,
66

Tarrant County (Tex.)
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Index Term

Folder

Medium

|

Texas Special

Wayne County (Mo.)

V. 40, 52, 61

\Wilbarger County (Tex.)
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