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Historical Note:

John Cochran (1833-1898) emigrated from Ireland c. 1840s and, finding himself unsuited for the
life of a farmer, he apprenticed with a local Missouri carpenter and eventually started his own
shop, marrying Mary E. Brown (1835-1911) in 1859. After John’s death in 1898, his son
William John, Sr. (1866-1946), left his job with the buildings program at the Missouri Training
School for Boys and took charge of his father’s business. The W. J. Cochran Construction
Company was then officially founded, providing more than 80 years of formidable construction
in the city of Boonville and its surrounding areas. Two of his seven children with Mattie C.
Harrison (1870-1939, m. 1890), Jessie P. (1893-1983) and William John, Jr. (1897-1981), began
working for the company in the 1910s and were fully in charge of the business from 1937 until
its end in 1981. Notably, the company helped build the Cooper County Courthouse as well as
parts of the Kemper Military Schools, including the gymnasium, barracks, and pool.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged into the following seven series:

Project Files

Daybooks

Job books

Estimates

Correspondence

Oversize Architectural Drawings
Audiovisual Material

Scope and Content Note:
Project Files

This series includes architectural specifications, correspondence, contracts, bids, and financial
information surrounding projects that were worked on by W. J. Cochran Construction Company.
Files are organized alphabetically by location of project, 1926-1964.

Daybooks

This series contains two daybooks (1870-1873 and 1886-1890) from W. J. Cochran, Sr., which
were his daily handwritten records of sales, purchases, receipts of payment or other income, and
expenses for the construction company. This provides a chronological record of his sales, wages
paid to assistants, and the cost of new tools and inventory.

Job books

This series consists of three books spanning 1958-1981, providing dates and customer
information for each completed job from those years in chronological order.
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Estimates

This series holds proposals, bids, and price breakdowns from construction materials companies
for varying parts of overall projects completed by the W. J. Cochran Construction Company
from 1944-1972, such as roofing, flooring, plumbing, furniture, and the like. Arranged
chronologically by year.

Correspondence

This series includes letters and statements surrounding the myriad of jobs completed by the W. J.
Cochran Construction Company from 1907-1981 as well as some interspersed family letters.
Typical content includes notice of items shipped or received, financial statements on specific
projects, updates on jobs, and calls for bids. Arranged chronologically by year.

Oversize Architectural Drawings

This series contains blueprint copies as well as a few original renderings of floorplans and
mechanical specifications of many building projects from the first series of this collection. The
plans are organized alphabetically by location of project. Note: all drawings are blueprints
unless otherwise noted with an (o) for original.

Audiovisual Material

This series consists of seven audio cassettes of interviews with Jessie Cochran (1893-1983) that
took place between 1972 and 1982. Topics covered include the Cochran family and business as
well as the building of the Cooper County Courthouse (1912) and Boonville’s First Presbyterian
Church (1926). Also discussed are changes in downtown Boonville over the course of her life.
The tapes are arranged chronologically, 1909-1965.

Container List:

f. 1-128 Project Files
Appleton City school, 1932
Arrow Rock State Park tavern, 1948
Audrain County High School, 1952
Blackwater
Farmers Stock Bank, 1961
School, 1952
Boone County Elementary School, 1956
Boonville
Ben Franklin store, 1961
Building & Loan Association, 1962
Central Elementary School, 1963; 1965
Charles van Ravenswaay clinic, 1946-1947
Daily News, 1964
E. B. Turner residence, 1924
E. J. Kopine residence, 1956
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f. 15 F. & A. Victor store, n.d.
f. 16-17 First Baptist Church, 1951-1952
f. 18 Forrest Hopkins residence, 1945
f. 19 Frank Arnold residence, 1958-1959
f. 20 Fred Pigott residence, 1961-1962
f.21 G. F. Boller residence, 1945
f. 22 Guys Nuts store, 1959
f. 23 Harold’s Refrigeration, n.d.
f. 24-26 Holt’s Café, 1946-1948
f. 27 Imperial Central States Oil station, 1948
f. 28-29 Industrial Corporation, 1953-1954
f. 30-33 Intermediate School, 1957-1958
f. 34 J. C. Penney store, 1946; 1961
f. 35-38 Kemper Military School, 1939; 1958-1959; 1963; n.d.
f. 39 Kemper State Bank, 1956-1957
f. 40 Masonic temple building, 1939
f. 41 Mattingly Brothers store, 1939; 1946-1947
f. 42 McGraw Electric Company, 1958-1959
f. 43 MFA Oil Company, 1961
f. 44 Miller residence, 1941
f. 45-46 Missouri River Bridge, 1922-1923
f. 47 Mueller Street, 1960
f. 48 National Bank, 1956; 1958
f. 49 Nelson Memorial Methodist Church, 1955; 1964
f. 50 Pendleton Avenue, 1959
f. 51 Pete Christus residence, 1959; 1961-1962
f. 52 Poplar Drive, 1957
f. 53-54 Post Office, 1950; 1957; 1960
f. 55 Presbyterian Church, 1926-1927; 1949
f. 56 Reed apartments, n.d.
f. 57 Selwyn Shoe Factory, 1953; 1959
f. 58 Shell station, 1954
f. 59 Sinclair station, 1954
f. 60 Skelly Oil Company station, 1953
f. 61 S. M. Rokosky residence, 1960
f. 62-63 Southwestern Bell, 1927; 1930; 1953; 1958-1960
f. 64 Spruce Street apartments, 1960
f. 65 Standard Oil Company, 1953; 1956; 1959
f. 66 St. Joseph Hospital, 1950-1951; 1961
f. 67 Temple Stephens building, 1955
f. 68-70 Training School for Boys, 1936; 1955-1956; 1958; 1962
f. 71 Trout Baking Company, 1953-1954
f. 72 VFW building, 1950
f. 73 Waterworks, 1936
f.74 W. J. Cochran residence, n.d.
f. 75 Bucklin school, 1953
f. 76 Bunceton High School (black), 1951-1952
f. 77 Bunceton High School (white), 1948; 1952-1953
f. 78 Butler Hospital, 1932

f. 79 California Post Office, 1937
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f. 80 Camdenton Camden County Courthouse, 1931
f. 81-83 Carrollton
f. 81 J. C. Penney store, 1928
f. 82 J. V. Woodson building, n.d.
f. 83 Public Library, 1956
f. 84 Columbia Dalton building, 1961
f. 85 Dover AT&T radio delay building, 1961
f. 86-87 Eldon
f. 86 City Hall, 1931
f. 87 School, 1931
f. 88-92 Fayette
f. 88 Central College, 1926
f. 89 First Christian Church, 1959
f. 90 High School, 1956
f. 91 L. W. Jacobs, Jr., residence, 1961
f. 92 St. Joseph Catholic Church, 1956
f. 93 Freeburg school, 1931
f. 94-100 Fulton
f. 94 E. D. Wilson residence, n.d.
f. 95 International Shoe Company, n.d.
f. 96 Mattingly Brothers store, 1956
f. 97 North Grade School, 1937
f. 98-99 School for the Deaf, 1928
f. 100 Westminster College chapel, 1934
f. 101 Harrisburg school, 1936
f. 102 Jamestown school, 1950; 1957
f. 103 Jefferson City Tweedle Footwear Company, 1926
f. 104 Kirkwood A. L. Crow residence, 1968
f. 105 Knob Noster Sedalia glider base, 1942
f. 106 Lexington Elementary School, 1956
f. 107 Linn Creek school, 1941
f. 108 Maysville Grade & High School, 1931
f. 109 Millstadt, IL, waterworks, 1931
f. 110-112 New Franklin
f. 110 Baptist Church, 1959
f. 111 Methodist Episcopal Church, 1924
f. 112 Phillips 66 station, 1952
f. 113 Ottawa, KS, Peoples National Bank, n.d.
f. 114 Otterville school, 1950
f. 115 Pilot Grove school, 1956
f. 116 Poplar Bluff Butler County Courthouse, 1928
f. 117 Prairie Home school, 1951
f. 118 Queen City High School, 1931
f. 119-120 Rocheport
f. 119 Hurst Johns service station, 1961
f. 120 Pete’s Café, 1960
f. 121 Salem Grade School, 1931
f. 122 Sedalia Air Field, 1942
f. 123 Slater

f. 123 First Baptist Church, 1955
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f. 124 Rice Stix building, 1928
f. 125 Stover Elementary School, 1955
f. 126 Sturgeon Elementary School, 1954
f. 127 Washington, D. C., R. W. Cary residence, 1940
f. 128 Windsor W. S. Bowen residence, 1930
f. 129 Daybooks, 1870-1873; 1886-1890
f. 130 Job books, 1958-1965
f. 131-156 Estimates
f. 131-134  1940s
f. 131 1944
f. 132 1945
f. 133 1946-1947
f. 134 1948-1949
f. 135-144 1950s
f. 135 1950
f. 136 1951
f. 137 1952
f. 138 1953
f. 139 1954
f. 140 1955
f. 141 1956
f. 142 1957
f. 143 1958
f. 144 1959
f. 145-154  1960s
f. 145 1960
f. 146 1961
f. 147 1962
f. 148 1963
f. 149 1964
f. 150 1965
f. 151 1966
f. 152 1967
f. 153 1968
f. 154 1969
f. 155-156  1970s
f. 155 1970
f. 156 1971-1972
f. 157-323 Correspondence
f. 157-164 1910s
f. 157 1907-1915
f. 158 1918

f. 159-164 1919
f. 165-208 1920s
f. 165-168 1920
f. 169-170 1921
f. 171-174 1922
f. 175-180 1923
f. 181-184 1924
f. 185-192 1925
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f. 193-199 1926
f. 200-203 1927
f. 204 1928
f. 205-208 1929
f. 209-242 1930s
f. 209-218 1930
f. 219 1931
f. 220-223 1932
f. 224-229 1933
f. 230 1934
f. 231-233 1935
f. 234-237 1936
f. 238-241 1937

f. 242 1938
f. 243-269 1940s

f. 243 1940

f. 244 1941

f. 245-247 1942

f. 248-251 1943

f. 252-256 1944

f. 257-262 1945

f. 263-268 1946
f. 269-296 1950s

f. 269 1950
f. 270 1951
f. 271-275 1952
f. 276-280 1953
f. 281-283 1954
f. 284-286 1955
f. 287-289 1956
f. 290-292 1957
f. 293-294 1958

f. 295-296 1959
f. 297-311 1960s
f. 297-299 1960
f. 300-301 1961
f. 302 1962
f. 303 1963
f. 304-305 1964
f. 306-307 1965

f. 308 1966
f. 309 1967
f. 310 1968
f. 311 1969
f. 312-321 1970s
f. 312 1970
f. 313 1971
f. 314 1972
f. 315 1973

f. 316 1974
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f. 317 1975
f. 318 1976
f. 319 1977
f. 320 1978
f. 321 1979
f. 322-323 1980s
f. 322 1980
f. 323 1981

Oversize Architectural Drawings

f.1 Armstrong Summer Elevator feed mill, 1961
Arrow Rock State Park George Caleb Bingham residence, 1963
Blackwater Farmers Stock Bank, 1961
Boonville A & P Tea Company, 1961
Boller Furniture & Undertaking, 1948
Bud McDowell body shop, 1966
Burkle Motor Company, 1948
C. W. Nixon residence, 1924
Central Elementary School, 1965
Charles van Ravenswaay clinic, 1946
Arie C. van Ravenswaay residence, 1947
Cities Service Oil Company station, 1951
Cooper County Courthouse, 1912
E. B. Turner residence, 1924
E. W. Thomas residence, 1952
Emil Mueller residence, n.d.

F. & A. Victor Store, n.d.
First Baptist Church, 1951

f.2 G. F. Boller residence, 1946
Holsum Bakery, 1961; 1967
Holt’s Café, 1946
Huebert Fiberboard, Inc., 1966
Industrial Corporation, 1953
Intermediate School, 1957
J. B. Barnes residence, n.d.

John Hoff residence, n.d.

Kemper Military School barracks (B, C, E), 1957
Kemper Military School classroom building, n.d.
Kemper Military School dorm, 1909

Kemper Military School gymnasium, 1923
Kemper Military School main building, n.d.
Kemper Military School porch, n.d.

f.3 Kemper Military School power plant, n.d.
Kemper Military School president’s home, 1959
Kemper Military School swimming pool, 1925
Kemper State Bank, 1956
Light, Heat, & Power Company, 1925
M. D. C. Dunaway residence, 1938
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M. Lent residence, n.d.
Masonic temple building, 1939
Mattingly Brothers store, 1956
Max Schmidt residence, 1909
McGraw Electric Company, 1959; 1965
MFA Oil Company, 1961
Missouri River Bridge, 1921
National Bank of Boonville, 1946
f. 4 Nelson Memorial Methodist Church, 1954-1955
Post Office, 1965
Presbyterian Church, 1949; n.d.
Reed apartments, n.d.
S. M. Rokosky residence, 1960
School building, 1920
Schultice Produce Company, 1962
Skelly Oil Company station, 1952
Soloman residence, n.d.
Spruce Street apartments, 1960
St. Joseph Hospital, 1926
Standard Oil Company, 1950; 1952; 1956; 1959
T. C. Beckett residence, 1941
Temple Stephens building, 1954
Training School for Boys, 1962
f.5 Trout Bakery Company, 1944; 1948
Trust Company building, 1908
VFW building, 1950
W. E. Roeschel building, 1904
W. J. Cochran restaurant, 1930
Bunceton High School, 1938; 1952
Camdenton Camden County Courthouse, 1931
Carrollton J. C. Penney store, 1928
J. V. Woodson building, n.d.
Chicago, IL, Axel W. Johnson residence, 1928
Fort Dearborn Hospital, 1927
George H. Harvey residence, n.d.
Nubian Paint & Varnish Company, 1928
R. C. Ferguson residence, n.d.
Evanston, IL, Alton D. Orvis residence, 1928
Fayette John B. Bell store, 1937
f.6 L. W. Jacob, Jr., residence, 1961
Southwestern Telephone Company, 1927
Fulton Edward Wilson residence, 1921
Ovid Bell Press, 1936
R. W. Alexander residence, n.d.
Westminster College chapel, 1934
Whitlow & Riley Attorney’s office, 1965
Jefferson City Tweedle Footwear Company, 1926
New Franklin High School, 1927
School, 1927
Ottawa, KS, People’s National Bank, n.d.
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Rocheport Hurst Johns service station, 1961
Pete’s Café, 1959; 1960

Verona Catholic Church, n.d. (o)

Washington, D. C., R. W. Cary residence, 1940
Windsor W. S. Bowen residence, 1930

Audiovisual Material

ac. 1l W. J. Cochran home, 1972
a.c.2 W. J. Cochran Construction Company business, 1974
a.c.3 Changes in Boonville on High, Morgan, and Water Streets, 1977
a.c. 4 Building of Boonville’s First Presbyterian Church, 1978
a.c. 5-6 General reminiscing about family business and town of Boonville, 1980
a.c. 7 Building of Boonville’s Cooper County Courthouse, 1982
Index:
Index Terms Folders Oversize folders ANV |
A & P Tea Company (Boonville, Mo.) 1
Alexander, Robert W., 1911-1988 6
Appleton City (Mo.) 1
Architectural drawings--1900-1970 1-6
Architecture--Designs and plans 1-128 1-6
Architecture--Missouri 1-323 1-6
Armstrong (Mo.) 1
Arnold, Frank A., 1921-1998 19
Arrow Rock State Park (Arrow Rock, Mo.) |2 1
Audrain County (Mo.) 3
Barnes, John B., 1875-1956 2
Beckett, Theodore C., 1899-1971 4
Bell, John B., 1862-1941 5
Bingham, George C., 1811-1879 1
Blackwater (Mo.) 4-5 1
Blueprint 1-6
Boller Furniture & Undertaking (Boonville, 1
Mo.)
Boller, Goodman Frederich, 1910-1967 |21 1,2 |
Boller, Gustav Frederich, 1887-1966 21 1,2 |
\Boone County (Mo.) |6 \ |
Boonville (Mo.) 7-74 1-5 a.c.1-7
Boonville Building & Loan Association 8

(Boonville, Mo.)

Boonville Daily News (Boonville, Mo.) 12
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Index Terms Folders Oversize folders AN |

Boonville Industrial Corporation (Boonville, 28, 29 2

Mo.)

Boonville Intermediate School (Boonville, |30-33 2

Mo.)

Boonville Light, Heat, & Power Company 3

(Boonville, Mo.)

Boonville Presbyterian Church (Boonville, 55 4 a.c. 4

Mo.)

Bowen, William S., 1869-1954 128 6

Bucklin (Mo.) 75 |

Bunceton High School (Bunceton, Mo.) 76, 77 5

Burkle Motor Company (Boonville, Mo.) 1

Butler County Courthouse (Poplar Bluff, 116

Mo.)

Camden County Courthouse (Camdenton, (80 5

Mo.)

Carrollton (Mo.) 81-83 5

Carrollton Public Library (Carrollton, Mo.) (83

Central College (Fayette, Mo.) 88

Central Elementary School (Boonville, Mo.) (9, 10 1

Chicago (1ll.) 5

Christus, Pete D., 1893-1960 51, 120 6

Churches 16, 17, 49, 55, 89,|1, 4, 6
92, 100, 110, 111,
123

Cities Service Oil Company (Boonville, 1

Mo.)

Cochran, Jessie P., 1893-1983 1-128, 103-156, |1-6 a.c. 1-7
165-323

Cochran, William J., 1866-1946 1-129, 131-133, |1-6 a.c. 1-7
157-268

Cochran, William J., Jr., 1897-1981 1-128, 103-156, |1-6 a.c. 1-7
165-323

Columbia (Mo.) 84

Construction contracts--Missouri 1-128

Construction cost estimates 131-156

Construction industry--Costs 131-156

Construction materials and engineering 131-156

Construction projects--United States 1-156 1-6

Cooper County (Mo.) 7-74 1-5 a.c. 7

Cooper County Courthouse (Boonville, Mo.) 1 a.c. 7

Correspondence 157-323
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Index Terms Folders Oversize folders AN |
Dover (Mo.) 85
Eldon (Mo.) 86, 87 | |
\Evanston (ML) | \5 |
Farmers Stock Bank (Blackwater, Mo.) 4 1 |
Fayette (Mo.) 88-92 5,6 |
Fayette High School (Fayette, Mo.) 90 | |
Ferguson, Ralph C., 1892-1960 | 5 |
Financial institutions 4,8,39,48,113 [1,3,5,6 |
First Baptist Church (Boonville, Mo.) | 1 |
First Baptist Church (Slater, Mo.) 123 | |
First Christian Church (Fayette, Mo.) 89
Fort Dearborn Hospital (Chicago, Ill.) 5
Freeburg (Mo.) 93
Fulton (Mo.) 94-100 6
Fulton School for the Deaf (Fulton, Mo.) 98, 99
Gas stations 27,43, 58-60, 65, (1, 3,4, 6

112, 119

‘Harold’s Refrigeration (Boonville, Mo.) |23 ‘ |
\Harrisburg (Mo.) |101 \ |
\Holsum Bakery (Boonville, Mo.) | \2 |
Holt’s Café (Boonville, Mo.) 24-26 2 |
Hopkins, Forrest G., 1904-1970 18 | |
Hospital buildings--Design and construction 11, 66, 78 1,4,5 |
Huebert Fiberboard, Inc. (Boonville, Mo.) | 2 |
Imperial Central States Oil Company 27 | |
J. C. Penney Company 34, 81 5 |
Jacobs, Lew Wallace, Jr., 1898-1996 91 6 |
Jamestown (Mo.) 102 | |
Johnson, Axel W., 1871-1962 | 5 |
Kemper Military School (Boonville, Mo.) ~ [35-38 2,3 |
Kemper State Bank (Boonville, Mo.) 39 3 |
Kirkwood (Mo.) 104 | |
Knob Noster (Mo.) 105 | |
Kopine, Edward J., 1916-1975 14 | |
Lexington (Mo.) 106 | |
Linn Creek (Mo.) 107 | |
Masonic buildings 40 3 |
Mattingly Brothers (Boonville, Mo.) 41 3 |
Mattingly Brothers (Fulton, Mo.) 96 | |
Maysville (Mo.) 108 | |
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Index Terms Folders Oversize folders AN |

McGraw Electric Company (Boonville, Mo.) 42 3
\MFA Oil Company (Boonville, Mo.) |43 \3 |
Millstadt (111.) 109 | |
\Missouri River Bridge (Boonville, Mo.) |45, 46 \3 |
Missouri Training School for Boys 68-70 4
(Boonville, Mo.)
Mueller, Emil H., 1865-1952 1
National Bank of Boonville (Boonville, Mo.) 48 3
Nelson Memorial Methodist Church 49 4
(Boonville, Mo.)
New Franklin (Mo.) 110-112 6
New Franklin Baptist Church (New 110
Franklin, Mo.)
New Franklin Methodist Episcopal Church |111
(New Franklin, Mo.)
North Grade School (Fulton, Mo.) 97
Nubian Paint & Varnish Company (Chicago, 5
Il.)
\Order-books |130 \ |
\Otterville (Mo.) |114 \ |
\Ovid Bell Press (Fulton, Mo.) | \6 |
\Peoples National Bank (Ottawa, Kan.) |113 \6 |
Pigott, Frederick P., 1871-1962 20 | |
\Pilot Grove (Mo.) |115 \ |
Prairie Home (Mo.) 117 | |
Queen City High School (Queen City, Mo.) 118 | |
Restaurants 24-26, 120 2,5,6 |
Rocheport (Mo.) 119, 120 | |
Roeschel, William E., 1859-1916 | 5 |
Rokosky, Signe M., 1926-2018 61 4 |
Salem (Mo.) 121 | |
Schmidt, Maximilian E., 1865-1932 | 3 |
Schools 1,3,6,9,10, 30- (1-6

33, 35-38, 68-70,

75-77, 87, 88, 90,

93, 97-99, 101,

102, 106-108,

114, 115, 117,

118, 121, 125,

126
Schultice Product Company (Boonville, 4

Mo.)
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Index Terms Folders Oversize folders AN |

Sedalia (Mo.) 122

Selwyn Shoe Factory (Boonville, Mo.) 57 | |

\Skelly Oil Company (Boonville, Mo.) |60 \4 |

Slater (Mo.) 123, 124 | |

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (62, 63 6 |

St. Joseph Catholic Church (Fayette, Mo.) |92 | |

St. Joseph Hospital (Boonville, Mo.) 66 4 |

Standard Oil Company (Boonville, Mo.) |65 4 |

Stephens, Temple J., Jr., 1924-2002 67 4 |

Stover Elementary School (Stover, Mo.)  [125 | |

Sturgeon Elementary School (Sturgeon, 126

Mo.)

Thomas, Emile W., 1900-1985 | 1 |

\Trout Baking Company (Boonville, Mo.) |71 \5 |

\Trust Company (Boonville, Mo.) | \5 |

Turner, Emil B., 1893-1926 13 1 |

Tweedle Footwear Company (Jefferson City, (103 6

Mo.)

United States Post Office (Boonville, Mo.) [53, 54 4

United States Post Office (California, Mo.) (79

van Ravenswaay, Charles, 1911-1990 11 1

Verona Catholic Church (Verona, Mo.) 6

Veterans of Foreign Wars 72 5

W. J. Cochran Construction Company 1-323 1-6 a.c.1-7

(Boonville, Mo.)

\Washington (D.C) |127 \6 |

Westminster College (Fulton, Mo.) 1100 6 |

Wilson, Edward A., 1876-1944 | 6 |

\Windsor (Mo.) |128 \ |

Woodson, Jack V., 1895-1974 82 5 |



