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American Revolution Bicentennial Commission of Missouri Papers, (C4259) 
 
Processed by: Processed by John Konzal, July 26, 2016. Revised by Autumn Cuddy on April 
11, 2024. 
 
Historical Note:  
 
The Missouri Committee for Agriculture, American Revolution Bicentennial was organized in 
late 1974 by James B. Boillot, Director, Missouri Department of Agriculture, and Elmer R. 
Kiehl, Dean of the College of Agriculture, University of Missouri. The committee came about as 
a result of Governor Christopher Bond’s indication that agriculture should play a prominent role 
in Missouri’s Bicentennial celebration since agriculture is the state’s number one industry. 
 
Boillot and Kiehl served as co-chairmen of this committee to plan agriculture’s involvement in 
the Bicentennial celebration. The committee was composed of these agricultural leaders 
throughout the state: Schell H. Bodenhamer, Columbia; L.C. Carpenter, Columbia; Wendell 
Choate, Charleston; C.E. Coffman, Bethany; Leonard J. Goodman, Stark City; C.R. Johnston, 
Jefferson City; T.R. McGuire, St. Louis; V. Flint McRoberts, Monticello; Joseph Pepper, 
Weston; Cordell Tindall, Fayette; and Dean Warnstaff, Kansas City. 
 
On January 6, 1975, area extension specialists were mailed the procedures for organizing county 
agricultural emphasis committees. By April 1975, the county agricultural emphasis committees 
were formed. These county committees began planning activities for the Bicentennial. The state 
committee also became involved in many activities which paralleled and supplemented the 
involvement at the county level. Placemats were designed and sold to promote agricultural 
awareness; a slide-tape program, “The Spirit of ’76,” was created and became a popular 
presentation throughout the state. A “Contribution to Agriculture” award was initiated for 
counties to honor those persons making significant contributions to agriculture. The “Centennial 
Farm” project awarded certificates to persons owning farms that had been in the same family for 
100 years or more. “Liberty Trees” (trees that were living during the time of the American 
Revolution) were recognized throughout the state. In addition, a “Bicentennial Focus” newsletter 
was printed periodically to inform the counties of agriculture Bicentennial happenings around the 
state. 
 
Arrangement:  
 
The collection has been arranged into the following 2 series: 
 
Committee Records 
Audiovisual 
 
Scope and Content Note: 
 
Committee Records 
 
This series contains records generated by the Missouri Committee for Agriculture in preparation 
for and during execution of the American Revolution Bicentennial celebration, including 
committee nominations, meeting minutes, newsletters, news clippings, correspondence, name 
lists, certificates, signage, financial records, brochures, reports, and schedules, 1974-1976. 
Records are arranged alphabetically by name or subject matter. 

https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c4259
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Audiovisual 
 
This series contains a recording of the accompanying audio for a slideshow entitled “Spirit of 
’76.” 
 
Container List: 
 
Committee Records Series 
 
f. 1  Andrew, Buchanan, Clinton, DeKalb (A-B-C-D) counties. Lists of 

individuals nominated to serve on the County Agricultural Emphasis 
American Revolution Bicentennial (ARB) Committee, Meeting Minutes, 
Newsletters, clippings, and correspondence. 1975-1976 

f. 2  ARB County Committee Officers and Extension Liaison Name Lists by 
Missouri County. C.1975 

f. 3 Audio-Visual Material: Slides used in “The Spirit of ‘76” Program. 1975-
1976. 

f. 4  “Bicentennial Focus” Newsletters. Photograph, Centennial Farm 
Award.1975-1976. 

f. 5  Boonslick area Extension Centers. Nomination Name Lists, Minutes, and 
History of Century Farms of Warren County. 1975-1976. 

f. 6 Bootheel area Nomination Name Lists, and Meeting Minutes. 1976. 
f. 7  Centennial Farm Award Certificate, 1976. 
f. 8 Centennial Farm Signs. 1976. 
f. 9 Centennial Farm Sign Orders. 1976. 
f. 10 College of Agriculture Bicentennial Committee. 1974-1975. 
f. 1  Correspondence, County Agricultural Emphasis Bicentennial Committees. 

1975. 
f. 12  Correspondence with George Zeis Concerning Centennial Farms. 1975-

1976. 
f. 13 County Agricultural Emphasis, Centennial Farms. 1976. 
f. 14  East-West Gateway. Committee Name Lists, Correspondence, Meeting 

Minutes, Events, Clippings. 1975-1976. 
f. 15  Expenses-Postage and Mileage. 1975. 
f. 16 Green Hills. Committee Name Lists, Minutes and Correspondence. 1975-

1976. 
f. 17  Ideas-Activity Brochures. 1975-1976. 
f. 18 Kansas City Metropolitan Area. Committee Member Name Lists, 

Correspondence, Meeting Minutes. 1975-1976. 
f. 19 Kaysinger Basin Area. Committee Member Name Lists, Correspondence, 

Reports, Clippings. 1975-1976. 
f. 20 Lake of the Ozarks Area. Committee Member Name Lists, Meeting 

Minutes, Clippings. 1975-1976. 
f. 21  Lake’s Country Area. Committee Member Name Lists, Correspondence. 

1975. 
f. 22  Letters Concerning Centennial Farms. 1975-1977. 
f. 23 Letters Mailed to Counties.1975-1976. 
f. 24  Mark Twain Area. Committee Name Lists, Correspondence, Clippings, 

Bicentennial Community Application Form, Meeting Minutes. 1975-1976. 
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f. 25  Meramec Area. Committee Member Name Lists, Centennial Farms 
Information, Correspondence and Clippings. 1975. 

f. 26 Mid-Missouri Area. Committee Member Name Lists, Correspondence, 
Meeting Minutes, Clippings. 1975-1976. 

f. 27  Miscellaneous Material. General Correspondence Regarding Committees. 
1974- 1975. 

f. 28 Missouri Committee for Agriculture. Correspondence, Financial Reports. 
1975-1976. 

f. 29 Missouri Committee for Agriculture. Final Report: History, State 
Committee, County Committees, Financial Report, Minutes, “Bicentennial 
Focus,” Placemats, “The Spirit of ’76,” “Contribution to Agriculture,” 
Centennial Farms. 1976. 

f. 30 Missouri Valley Area. Committee Name Lists, Minutes. 1975. 
f. 31  News Clippings. Events, Sale of Placemats. 1975-1976. 
f. 32  Northeast Missouri Area. Committee Name Lists, Correspondence, 

Minutes, Clark County Centennial Farms. 1975-1976. 
f. 33 Northwest Missouri Area. Committee Name Lists, Correspondence, 

Meeting Minutes, and Clippings. 1975. 
f. 34  Other States Activities. Correspondence, Newsletters, Newspapers.1975-

1976. 
f. 35  Ozark Foothills Area. Committee Name Lists, Correspondence. 1975. 
f. 36 Ozark Gateway Area. Committee Name Lists, Correspondence, Clipping-

McDonald County Committee Search for Oldest House. 1975. 
f. 37  Placemats with Bicentennial Theme-Orders. 1975. 
f. 38 Show-Me, Henry County Committee Name Lists, Correspondence, 

Meeting Minutes, Award Dinners, Events. 1975-1976. 
f. 39 South Central Ozarks. Committee Name Lists, Meeting Minutes, 

Bicentennial Farm History, Events, Newspapers, Clippings. 1975-1976. 
Photograph of Parker family-Howell County Bicentennial Farm. 1975-
1976. 

f. 40 Southeast Missouri. Committee Name Lists, Correspondence, Meeting 
Minutes, Centennial Farm Signs. 1975-1976. 

f. 41  The Spirit of ’76 Schedule. Correspondence regarding the circulation of 
audiovisual show with Bicentennial theme to various groups and 
organizations. 1976.  

f. 42  State Agriculture Committee and Sub-Committee. Name Lists of 
Committee Members, Meeting Minutes and Correspondence. 1975. 

 
Audiovisual Series 
 
a.t. 1 Audio Tape Portion of Slide Show, “Spirit of ’76.” 

 
Index:  
 

Index Terms Folders Other Image 
American Revolution Bicentennial, Missouri 1-33, 35-42  

 

Barnitz, George and Elizabeth 25   
Borgerding, Cletus and Dolores 5   
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Index Terms Folders Other Image 
Bottermuller, Lorene C. 5   
Bowles family 25   
Bremmer, Wendell and Marie 5   
Brewe family 5   
Bunge, Ardel and Doris 5   
Capps, Winfred and Lois 25   
Committee for Agriculture 1-42   
Dothage, Dorris and Virgil 5   
Freese, Vera 5   
Fudge, Claude and Frances 25   
Green, Earl and Barbara 25   
Harrison, B.W. and Hazel 25   
Haverkamp, Delmar and ErmaLou 5   
Heck, Irwin and Alberta 5   
Hellenbusch, James and Patricia 5   
Hill, Fred and Roberta 5   
Hollenbeck, Edmund 5   
Hulsey, Floyd and Ethel 5   
Jones, Eugene and Inez Petersmeyer 5   
Jones, Mitford and Zella 25   
Lay, Morris and Eula 25   
Martin, Paul O. and Colleen 5   
Missouri--Agriculture 1-42   
Missouri--Centennial Farms 4, 5, 7-9, 12, 13, 19, 21, 

22, 24, 25, 29, 31, 32, 39 
  

Missouri--Liberty Trees 1, 17, 26  Yes 
Myers, Lillian S. 5   
Norris, Albert and Bertha 25   
Nortrup, Kenneth 5   
Rhinehart, Frank and Lenola 25   
Rottmann, Lester and Esther Hackmann 5   
Schoppenhorst, Ralph and Marion 5   
Schowe Family 5   
Schulze, Wilbert W, and Onieta 5   
Sieckmann, Fred H. 5   
Spirit of '76  a.t. 1  
Spirit of '76 3  Yes 
Welge, Clarence and Adele Nee Joerling 5   
Winter, Martin 5   
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