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NEWS NOTES.

W do not necessarily indocse the opinions of our
. correspondents in the following notes.

1t seems that this autamn the fterman Emperor
means to indulge in a military expeviment which
was never even tried by his grandfather, for he is
going to mancuyre all at oncein the neighbourhowd
of Stettin no fewer than four army corps--via.,
those of Pomerania, Brandenburg, Schleswig-Hol-
stein, and Hanover, The total strength of these
four corps is stated ta be about 100,000 men, but
on their peace footing they will certainly fall con-
siderably short of this number. In any case, the
display will be the most imposing one which the
present Emperor has witnessod sinve he | was
present at the Austrian manwuvres near 1_.nns,
when he sent his famous telegram of coneilintion tn
Prince Bismarck st Kissingen. Perhaps the most
interesting feature of the manwuvres will be ‘the
final dispatch home of the troops in about 380
trains—s, test experiment in transport thn} will not
escape the close attention of Germany's neigh-
bours.

The comparative statement of pauperism fov the
month of March, just issued by the Loual Gruvern-
ment Board, shows how close hag been the connee-
tion between the frost and the poor-house.  There
was a heavy increase in the nuwher of persons in
receipt of relief during each week of March,
compared with the corresponding pcru»dsylaat yeur,
in every division in En, lu.m! and Wales, the
difference being most startling in London, where it
amounted to no less than 33,385 in the first week.
The number of paupers relieved during the weck
was no less than 137,208, a higher figure than has
been reached since 1871. The report also points
out that the propurtion of punperisin to pupwiation
way lurger than it has been at ony time during the
past 20 years. The total number of persons in
receipt of out-relief at the beginning of Mavch
stood at 607,880, and there were 219,608 persons
in * the House.” By the end of the month this
had dropped, tuking both classes together, by
43,000.

The earthquake which startled Northern Ttaly on
Saturday night is probably a fresh edition of the
disiurbances which shook Austria at Euster. The
aoener of terror and distress enacted a month ago
at Laibach have been renewed at Florence—huuses
and churches failing and panic-stricken people
ruahing into the streets and caumping out fur the
night. At first it would seem that the area of this
earthaualke is less than that of a month ago, w]n‘ch
ranged from the borders of Servia to the Bavarian
highlands and from the Italian lukes to YVienna.
But it is not improbable that the earth shocks
which have been experienced during the past few
days in the Ionian Islands, at Zante in particular,
are part of the present disturbunce. No further
shockas were felt on Suniday in Northern Italy, and
we may hope that the death roll will not prove to
be a heavy onc, although the destruction of the
chirch of Ban Martino, when filled with wor-
shippers, gives nccasion for o despondent estimate.

il

At the Cryatal Palace on Saturday afternoon the
Thuchess of York distributed the prizes which the
Socicty for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
annuafly offers to schoolchildren for essays upon
their duties to these dumb servants and friends of
wman. The announcement that the competitors
numbered no fewer than 93,000 may surely be
taken as a hopeful sign—a sign not of the growth
of intellectual pot-hunting, but of a humane and
gentle temper among the rising generation. The
cynic may cemember stories that he has heard of
prize essays on temperance that have been written
upon gin and water ; but the wise man will recol-
lect that this sort of hypucrisy is rare in early
youth, A boy there may be here and there who,
baving written his humane discourse, goes out and
throws a stone at a cat, or impales a heetle on a

in: but, upon the whole, the fact that 93,000
Eumane discourses are written by school children
in a year cannot but mean that the du;i's and cats—
to say nothing of the horses and the donkeys --are
having a better time than heretofore.

That things are not what they, seem is v proverh
of every-day acceptanve, aml one cannot be too
sceptical of figures. For example, the new
Brassey's *‘ Naval Annual™ gives a list of 10
armoured ships and 23 unarmoured ships to the
credit of Turkey. Vet it is telegrapheil to the
Observer from Berlin {and we note the bull in pas-
sing) that the small cruiser Heibetnuma, launched
in 1890, is found not to be seaworthy, and that
she has *no other seaworthy ship.” Turkey
cannut be represented at the opening of the
Kiel Canal i June. Considering  that il
is not yet 18 years since Hobart Pusha swept
the Black Sea and prevented anything but torpedo-
boats aml ene cruiser from leaving Russian ports
this is a strange thing. But the explanation is easy.
In 1885, and again in 1890, the English engineers
were discharged from the dockyard on the CGolden
Horn. They had Leen in the habit of at least turn.
ing the cranks so that the machinery did not_ st
The Turks did not.  And the money intended for
coal for the boilers was intercepted on Galata
Bridge, and the waggons turned to Yildiz Kiosk,
where the money went in defraying the debts of
fhe haremn. ‘That is the reason Turkey cannot send
a man-of-war to the German fétes.

Poels, chiefly Hibernian, say that the Irish are
the most homesick people m the world —that
wherever they may he their eyes are always turned
to their native land, in which it is their chief
deaire to have their bones laid for ever. Anold
Irishwonun named CGordon completely upset all
these poetical theories. She Lecame chargeable to
the parish of Marylehone, much to the chagrin of
the parochial authorities, for she had a temper
which woull have irritated Brian Boru himself.
Accordingly they induced her to write her auto.
biography in the formi of a declaration on vath in
which she swore that her birthplace was Moylough,
co. (alway, Ireland, which she quitted about 40
years ago for England, where she hud wandered
ahout from place to place, not remaining in any e
parish for a period of three years. Thus she had
not obtained a settlement in this country. That
declavation was duly brought befire a Lomlon
Magistrate, who signed the customary warrant for
her removal to Ireland,  But before the train
started she disappenred, and nothing was heard of
her for some time, when she again hecame charge-
able to the rvatepayers of Marylebone. When
called on to make another aflidavit to enable her
removal to the Green [sle, she absolutely. refused,
said she did not know her birthplace, and defied
the guardians to send her away. The Magistrate,
after considerable discussion, held that the facts
bhad not changed since she signed the first
docunent, and therefore, much to the lady’s
regret, he issued a warrant for her removal to
Ireland.

Freah misfortunes have lately oeenrved to the
Fromb Navy., A torpedu boat has capsized
between  Rochefort and Teochelle, the ironclad
Admiral Duperre las touched on the rocks and
spruny a leak, and the cruiser Davout, while
vroasitg the Bay of Biscuy on her way to join the
Mediterranesn Squadron st Toulon, has sustained
serivus injuries to one of her boilers.  The Davout
was considered one of the fastest of the French
sruisers, amt was supposed to be able to steam 20
knots an hour. She is to be retained with the
Sgnadron, with one boiler short, umler which
circumstances the san[ir‘uinc lmll)e that she will still
be able to ateam at 16 knots will hardly be realised.
The boilers of the French ships of war secm to
be essentially their weak point, but it is uncer-
tain  whether  the failures in respect urise
from defects in their manufacture, or from want
of cure Jduring the lonyg periods that the ships are
wid up in ordinat-}y. Certain it is that the acci.
dents in the French Navy are, in proportion to its
strenzth, very mmch more frefquent than amouy
oy uwy ships of war.  Even those who not long

fe. sed to regard the French Nave as dane | {
i'lnn: fady tnrned o her, s

v approaching our own in strength mast by
Liis tine sere that efficiency s at lenst as equally an
impatant factor in the caleulation as numerical
sbremdth and weight of guns and armour. The
wnvastizations that have taken pluce into the state
of the French war ships and Naval Estalilishments
must have sericusly abated the confidence pre-
viously felt in France that her Fleet, with that of
le: Pussian ally, is sutficiently strong to cope with

The Anti-Giamblers appear to have a splendid
field for effort in France. In England we have

diates any responsibility for gumbling: but

France the Government tself controls race-courseé
betting. And to whul an extent! The figures
published recently show that ne less » sum than

counters of the peri-miefued booths, Of this enm®
mons suwm 7 per cent. is taxed off.  Our Cha-ncéll(?rs
of the Fxchequer might not mind rvaising half a
wmillion in this sinple way. After all, taxing
gumbling woull he only equal treatment for the
national © viees.”

A remarkable ecclesiastical complication has
occurred in comnection with the vacant rectory of
Hinxhill, Kent. Under the impression that the
presentation rested with them, the Chapter of
Canterbury appointed » elergyman to the living;
but it was afterwards discovered that the choice
on this ovcasion lay with Sir John Honeywood,
the co-patren.  8ir John, however, has recently
embraced the Roman Catholic faith, by Whi(_:h his
qualification to exercizse the patronage is affected,
and the gift therefore fulls ot into the hands of
the Dean and Chapter, but of Oxford University.
The living is only worth about £100 a yoar.

Income-tax has been pronounced unconstitutional
by a majority of the judges of the Supreme Court
of the United States. A Bill imposing a tax of 2
per cent. on incomes over 4,000 dols. was passed in
August last yenr, without the approval of the Pre-
sident, and mainly by the efforts of the Democratic
party, the Republicans mostly abstaining from
voting. Chief Justice Fuller, and Associate Jus-

| tices Field, Gray, Brewer, and Shiras have pro.

oouneel against the tix, and Associate Juatices
Harlan, Brown, Jackson aml White were for it
Thus the decision is virtually that of the Chief
Justice, the other members of the Court being
equally divided. Nevertheless, the decision makes
it imposslble to impose an incomne tax in the United
Htates without all the labour and time involved in
passing an Amendment to the Constitution. So
here is un overwhelming judgment of the Legisla-
ture overridden by a judicial tribunai,

We should think that as a paychologival study,
4 metaphysical wonder, the Claimant would De
diticult to heat. He is one of those unrivalled
prodigies who are born into this world of sorrew
in order to show what can be done with a little
trying and some address in the way of deceiving
simple fellow ereatures.  And now he has played
another card, one of the most striking, for it
is really the ace of trumps, which the versatile
Wagga-Wagga genius has placed on the table.
Come to seriousﬁy think of it, this is a trifle
unkind, for it destroys another illusion—
and there are none too many nowadays---an
illusion which many people have clung on te with
Hmpet-like tenacity since the stirring days of 1874,
And now, unless, of course, those people of much
faith are to go behind the Claimant’s own
personal account and argue that he has been kept
%0 long out of hix rights that he has begun to think
e must have been mistaken—uniess they do that
they must, one would imagine, be ready to
sorrowfully take down the idol. L

Cuolonel Ford, H. M. Inspector of Explosives, tells
ms, 10 & report just issued, that explosion may he
louked upon as ** extrenely rapid " combustion ; in
the case of gunpowiler, if fire is applied to it, the
whole in immediate contact burny instantaneously,
or *““explodes.” But this is not nccessarily the
case with some at least of the nitro-compounds; if
the heat of combustion is allowed to escape as
rapidly as it is generated, a conflagration, and not
an explosion, iv the resilt.  The condition for con-
flagration only and non-explosion with this
class of explosives appears to be that no portion
shall be reaised to the exploding temperoture
without being set on fire.  If the hewen as
from gome part which is being burnt, or the appli.
cation of heat without contact of flame (as, for
example, when a frozen cartridge of dynamite is
being recklessly thawed in an oven or on a shovel
over a tire), raises the femperature of any part to
the required point, the whole explodes. It is, of
course, obvious that this condition cannot be
secured in the working buildings of a factory.
Althvugh an ignition may, in one instance, lead to
a conflagration only, on another an explosion may
follow.  The danger buildings must; therefore, be
placed at such distunces apurt as to provide sgainst
communicated explosion, nut. fire.

Those who have dared the dungers of the frigid
zones for the sake of science and the hononr of
their country well deserve to be remembered by
their fellow-countrymen.  The Franklin jubilee
commemoration of Monday is exceptionally inter-
esting for several reasons. It shows that British
geographers, at any rate, have not forgotton the
srave men who left their shores 50 years ago under
Sir John Franklin’s leadevship, never to return.
It is also interesting us Iringing together
many other Britons who have gained honour m
the same field, but who have, happily, been
spared the ill-fate that befel their comrades of the
Erebus and Terror.  Nor bas the pullic forgutten,
any moro than the geographers at last night's
gathering, the intr«:pi& exploters who last set out
to gain the long-striven-for goal. It is hoped that
Nansen and Jackson and their respective parties
are all still well, and at least sanguine of success.
Should either of them be snccessful, there will still
be fresh worlds to conquer in the Antarctic: and,
should both unhappily be frustrated, brave men
will still he found ready to fellow the magnptic
pointer to the mysteries of the great white, North,

So far we have heard chiefly of woman's rights,
and bus little of the dutics which should accomgnny
those rights ; but this state of things will soon be
put straight if a certain French Deputy canper-
suade a sufbeient number of his fellow-"arligmen-
tarians tu back Lim in the Bill he intenids to igtro-
duce for settling the status of the New Woman
once aml for all, and placing her as pedr as
possible i wine equality with man.  Thg pro-
jeeted Bill will provide that every girl on, #ttain-
g her twentieth year will have to take her ghance
in the conscription just as if she was a
man ; amd i she draws an unlucky dumber
she will, aceording to her number and her general
health, be told off to serve in the Military Hospitals,
as a clerk i one of the offices, or as an employée in
the Postal or Telegraphic Departments. t that
is all.  Sheis not to })L allowed to naitate the brave
daughters of France who valiantly asgamed the
“orthodox knickers™ of their day, and combatted

and usmlconic wars.  The baseness of man vreeps
oul in the plea that this enrolment of women will
sel free the soliliers who are at present efiployed
on these non-effective services, and so are lost to
the strength of their rogiments,  And hgrgiwe have
the weak point of the Bill; for it is cyhléntly not
intended to give woman her vigls as tlhe tyual of
man, but to give the French Tommy Atking move
leisure by putting the drudgery of offics werk aml
hospital attemlance on the shoulders of givls
impressed for the purpose, ‘ :

[t is always anwise for a passenger by any public
vehicle toassume that remarks in a foreign language
are incomprehensible to neighlbomws. A lady In an
omnibus travelling from Victotia to the Nurth of
London felt & woman with shoret hair wnd leng
})ertinucity trying to pick her pocket.  She did not

cel preat anxicty, for two rveusons  first, because
she knew the pockuet was very difficult to get at;
and secondly, because her purse was not in it.
After several vain attempts to unravel the
mysteries  of  the  receptacle, the thief
muttered  angrily to  herself in  French,
“ Bother it, I can™ find the
remarkell with a
smile, in the swme langnage, 1 am  sowry,
mlame, you have so mucl trouble, hut there's
nothing in it.”  The frustrated pickpécket left the
omnibus, which at the time was turifing a corner
very slowly, like wn arrow, and nong of the pas-
sengers were aware of the vomedy until the lady
with the unpickable pocket explained it to them.
Fortunately, the thief had not triellgher skill on

shat of Great Britain,

way vther person present,

varivus legal provisiens by which the Stute rep#_— i
i)

£7,200,000 sunually passes in ready money over the |

for diome and glory all through the Revolutionary -

pocket anywhere ! 7.

TI[E TRIAL OF WILDE.

CASE OF SHELLEY WITHDRAW.

The second trial of Osear Wilde was resumedd at
the Old Bailey, London, before Mr, Jusiice Wills,
The court throughout the day was crowded, and
the Marquis of Queensherry was again an attentive
listener. The first two howrs wos occupied in
tuking evilence of Crown witnesses, who were
examined at the last trial.  Then came two new
witnesses, one being a chambermaid at the Savoy
Hotel, who deposed to having hal her attention
called to the condition of Wilde's bedrooin by
another chambermaid, anl the other a waiter, who
spoke of having served supper in Wilde's rooms one
evening in March 1893, when he noticed a bl in the
room. The evidence in support of the case for
the prosecation being concluled, the Solicitor-
(ienera] put in the transcvipt of the shorthand
notes taken in the Queensberry case, and copious
extracts from the cross-examination of Osear Wilde
bearing upon the present charges were read by Mr.
Gill and Mr. Horace Avory. Hir Edward Clarke
also read extracts from the examinatien aml re-
examination. The rveading of these extructs
ocenpied a little more than two hours, and at the
conclusion Sir Hdwanl Cluke asked lis lordship
to say in regard to the counts alleging misconduct
at the Savny Hotel with Darker and persons
unknown that there was nn evidence to go the
jury.---8ir ¥. Lockwood eontended that there was
very strong covtohorative evidence, aml tigt there
was ne ground whatever for withdrawing the
counts from the congideration of the jury.—-Hie
tordship saiil he felt that the evidence warranted
the case guing to the jury, bal when the time
came he shoulidl have to comment uwpon the
evildence, because if the hotel servants saw
what they had smid they saw and reportet it to
the lhotel authorities, it was very extraondinary
that no action was taken, Nir k. Clarke then sub-
mitted that in the case of Shelley there was no
evidence to go to the jury.--Sir ¥. Lockwood
argued that the case was a8 very strong one, because
Shelley was not an accomplice, and therefore cor-
roborative evidence was not necessary.—His lord.
ship said he had given this case his very earnest
attention, and he had come to the conclusion that
there was nothing remarkable in the association of
Wilde with Shelley, down to the point where im-
proper conduct was aileged to have taken
place. Bhelley was «quite a different person
to Wood and the Parkers, and the friendship
that had been described was such as might
honourably exist between him and Wilde. Then
as to the alleged indecency, he held that Shelley
wust be regarded in the light of an accomplice.
There was no cortraboration of the alleged 1nis-
behavivur, and therefore he should withdraw the
case of Shelley from the consideration of the jury.
& —sir E. Clarke made a similar application with
regaril tu the count charging Wilde with miscon-
duet with Wood, hut his lordship held that this
was a proper case 1o leave to the jury. In lis
summing up he shoull tell the jury why he thought
s, amnd to what slirection he thought the evidence
fed..~-The trial was then adjournesl.

On Friday8ir Edward Clarke, Q.C., huving opened
the case for the defence, the aceused way called as u
witness und gave a general denial to the accusations.
In cross-examination by the Selicitor-General he
sathered to the explanations which he had given of
his action in the previews trials, —Sir Edward
Clarke, Q.C., then addressed the jury for the
defence, urging that the prosecntion had failed and

part of a gang of blackmailers who had long in-
fested London.—The Solicitor-General proceeded
to reply upon the whole case and had not con-
cluded s adldress when the Court rose.

VERDICT AND SENTENGE.

The end of this remarkable and excessively pain-
ful trial was reached onSaturday evening.  As soon
as Mr. Justice Wills had taken bis seat Sir Frank
Lockwood proceeded with his reply on the whole
case. He was describing the relationship of Wilde
and Taylor when Sir BEdward Clarke jumped up and
protested against what he described as the Solicitor-
(ieneral’s ** rhetorical descriptions and comments
upon things not proved in evidence.”

boumds of legitimate comment.  Passing
another part of the evidence, the Solicitor-General,
in tones of disgust, spoke of the intimacy ** with
people who came from the stable and the kitchen

intelligence and a glamour of false art.” Several
other sharp passages of arms followed between the
learned connsel.

The Judge began his summing-up at 23 minutes
past 12, e sald his task was a most difficult one,
and he had often said to himself that he would
vather try the most shocking murder case than he
would try a case of thissort. He was strong in his
denunciation of the letters which Wilde had
written to Lord Alfred Douglas, whose name he
regretted to have to assoviate elesely with the case,
but for which it seemed to him there was no help.
He described how the case was brought about, and

hetween Lord Queensherry and his son, ho would
have been an unnatural parent if he had not taken
steps to bresk off the intimacy between Lord
Alired and Wilde,

The foreman here interrupted with a guestion as
to whether o warrant had been issued for
of Lord Alfred Douglus.

His Lordship : 1 should think net.

A Juror: Or ever contemplated ?

The issuing of 4 warrant, you know, depends upon

production of these letters is not sutlicient.

A Juror : If we are to adduce any guilt from the
letters it implicates Lord Alfred Duuglas as well as
Wilde, -

Mis Lozdship reptied that it certainly did, but
that did not relieve the prisoner. Their duty was
to deal with the prisoner in the dock. Lord Alfred
Douglas was not before them, and they had nothing
to o with him. Lord Alfred Duuglas, as they
knew, went to Paris st the request of the prisoner,
and the jury must discard anything about him,
because not to do so would be prejudice of the
wurgt possible kind,  With regard to the case of
Woud, his Lozdship said unless the jury felt that
his evidence was corroborated they must not
aceept it, because he was a blagkmailer —a person
belonging to the vilest type of men which great
cities produced.

that their deliberations would occupy some con-
sidlerable time, left the hench.  The prisoner was
taken down into the cells, His suspense must
have been terrible, for the jury were away for two
hours. The jury were hack sgain, and as soon as
Wilde had been brought up the clerk of arraigns
put the formal question, **Gentlemen, are you
agreed upon your verdict?”  ** Yen,” replied the
foreman, wherenpon the prisoner  turned his
face full upon the jury. A twitching of the
muscles of the fauce showed that he was
now suflering great mental awrony.  Whatever the
verldict wasg to be it would be a velief to him to
know it.  After a moment's pause the clerk of
arraigns asked whether they ?gund the prisoner
guilty or not guilty on the first count.  * Gailty ™
came the response.  Those who had expected that
the prisoner would break down if such a verdict
were returned, were mistuken. He seemed re-
lieved, even though the warst had happened, that
it was over.  Upon every one of the counts of the
indictment, exeept in the case of Shelley, on which
the verdict was not guilty, the jury found him
guilty. When the foreman Lud pronommced hislast
“unilty,” there were cries of “Shame® in the
sallery.

Sir E. Clarke now rose and uapplied that sen-
tence might be postponed until the demurrer in
reference to the indietment in the previous tyial had
been argued.

His lordship refused the application,

While this point was under discussion Alfred
Taylor was put into the Jdock and placed by the
side of Wille.

In passing sentenze, hi
Wilde and Alfred Taytir,
to try a case of this kind suluul. Onehastoputa
certain constraint upon one’s self to prevent one
from describing in languuge which I would rather
not use, the senthmenta which must arise in the
breast of every man who has a spark of decent
feeling left in him, and who hoas beard the details

that Wilde wag the vietim of o conspiracy on the |

At this Nir
! Frank became guite fierce, maintaining that he had |
iven no cause for Sir Edward's protest, and his |
ordship agreed that he had nol over-stepped the |
on to

—and intimacy justiied by a pretence of high

suid that, however sirained were the relations

the arrest |

His Lordship: That T connuot tefl, of course. :

what evideuce there is, amd, of course, the mere |

The jury retired at half-past 3 to consider their i
verdict, and the judge, presumably anticipating :

lordship said : —Oscar |
it hus never been my lot |

of these two terrible trials. That the jury have
arrived at a correct verdict I cannot. persuade my-
self to entertain a shadow of a doubt; and I hope
that at all events those who sometimes imagine
that a judge is half-héarted in cases of indecency
and immorality because he takes care that no pre-
judice shall enter into them, may sce that that is
consistent at least with the utinost sense of indig-
nation at the horrible crimes hronght home to hoth
of you, It s of no use my adidressing you. Peo-
ple who can do these things must he dead to every
sense of shame, and one caunot hope to produce
any effect upon them. It is the worst case I have
ever tried. That vou, Tuylor, kept a kiml of
male brothet it is impossible to doubt, and that
you, Wilde, have been the centre of a circle of
extensive corruption among young men of the moat
hideous kind it is equally ympossible to doubt., [
shall, under such circumstanees, be expected to
pass the severest sentence that the law allows. In
my judgment, it is utterly inadequate for such
cased.  The sentence npon each of you is imprison-
ment with hard labour for two years (sensation).

On hearing the sentenve Wikle muttered some-
thing about wishing to address his lordship, but he
was taken in custody by two warders and haurried
away to the cells. His eyes filled with tears, and
as he disappeared down the steps he was heard to
exclaim 1n a tone of wurprise, “Two years!™
Taylor, on the other hand, smiled when he heard
the seutence, as indeed he had smiled at every-
thing throughout his trial.

Outside a large crowd had assembled, but there
was n demonstration.  As soon as the warranta
had been made out the prisoners were conveyed 1o
Pentonville Prison,

LYNCH LAW IN AMERICA.

REVOLT AGATNST & GOVERNOR,

A remarkable case of Iynch law is reported from
Danville, Illinois. A mol, comprising many well-
konown inhabitants of the district, stormed the
gaol, seized two young white men, who were
accused of having assaulted a young white woman,
and hanged them from a bridge.  While the
crowd were hattering the door of the prizen with a
telegraph pole used a8 a battering-ram, the Judge
of the Cirenit Court addressed the people urging
that the law should be allowed totlake its course.
His words at first seemed to have good effect, but
one of the leaders then shouted out, ““ Yes! The
jury will convict, and the prisoners will be severely
sentenced, but Governor Altgeld will pardon them
as he recently pardoned three men convicted of
the same offence. If another man but Altgeld were
Governor we should not lynch, but we are deter.
mined that he shall never have a chance of releasing
these prisoners.” The mob afterwards refused to
listen to the judge.

FATAL FALL FROM A PRECIPICE.

Intelligence reached Birmingham, on Saturday,
lof a fatal aceident which on the previcous day bofel
| Ralph Howard Buker, aged 17, son of Mr, J. H.
i Baker, solicitor, of that city. 'The unfortunate
' youth about four months ago was entered as a
pupil at Guernsey College, with a view to a special
course of atudy for the medical profession. On
Friday afternoen he set out to take some photos of
the cliffs, and to obtain a good view he waa about
to take up a position on what appeared to be a
firmdy emEetlded boulder. His movementa were
watched by sumne fellow students, who were horri-
fied to see their companion step on to the boulder,
and instantly disappear, The rock had given way,
aml he had been precipitated into a chasm 100ft.
deep. When found the lad was dead.

FIGHTING IN FRENCH GUIANA.

FRENCH OFFLIER AND MEN KILLED.

The frontier territory between French Guiana
and Brazil, which has [ong been a subject of dis-
pute between the two countries and had become a
sort of “ No Man's Land,” where adventurers of
all nationalities, though chiefly of Brazilian origin,
had settied themselves, has just been the scene of
an extraordinary outrage, immediately followed by
the exemplary punishment of the offenders. A
from the (Governor of French

Guisna  informed M. Chautemps, French

‘ Minister of the Colonies, that s Frenchman
named Trajane, who has long been a seitler on
the disputed territory, had been captured by
Brazilian adventurers, and tihat several other
French citizens had been attacked and, robbed by
the freebuoters. The (lovernor had sent the padidle
dispatch vessel Bengali with a company of Marines
to lake the necessary measures to restore order.
A later telegram from the Governor was rveceived
yesterday evening, giving the following account of
the serious incidents which arose suhsequently,
After leaving Cayenne on AMay 11, the Bengali
anchored firat at Counani to ascertain the circum-
stances under which Trajane had been captured.
The vessel then went on to Mapa, which was
reached early on the morning of the 13th inst.
! The ship's boats, with some of the crew and a
- company of Marines, then went up a stream
ito a village situated some 13 miles in the in-
s terior.  Here some of the party landed, and
i Captain Lunier, of the Marines, proveeded towards
the village bearing a flag of truce, attended only
by a bugler and a quartermaster.sergeant, to
demand the liberation of Trajane. The oticer had
ncarceliv come in presence of Cahral, the chief of
the adventurers, when the latter treacherously
‘fired at him, at the same time ordering his
followers, who steod around him fully armed, to
shoot down the sailors who were swaiting the
captain’s return near4heir boats. Simultaneously
a general fusillade was opened from all the houses
in the village. Lieutenant Destaux hearing the
sound of the firing hurried up at the head of his con:-
pany to the relief uf the sailors, und a fierce conflict
followed, which lasted over two hours, The fnl-
Iowers of Cabral lost 60 dead, not counting those
killed inside the houses, fromn which they were not
able to escape. A number of others were serivusly
wounded, and it is probable that Cabral himself
was among the slain, Un the French side, the
losses were five killed, including Captain Lunier,
and 20 wounded. The Bengali afterwards returned
! to Cayenne where the remains of Captain Lunier
| and the four sailors were interred, the entire popu.
| lation of the town following the funersl, which was
| headed by the Governor in person.

! slispatch

REPUBLIC DECLARED IN
' FORMOSA.

It is reported from Shanghai that a Republic has
been declared in the Island of Formosa. The flag
of the new Ntate consists of a yellow dragon on a
blue ground.  The President is Tang, hitherto the
Chinese Governor, and it thus appears that this
attempt to secure the independence of the island
is headed by the Chinese authorities, who have
just been recalled by Linperinl decree as a pre-
liminary to the handing over of the island to the
Japanese.

It is stated from Washington that the United
States Government regard Formosa as belonging
to Japan and it is therefore thought unlikely that
they will recognise the Republic. ~ The mnvement,
it i3 contended, cannot be regarded otherwise than
a3 a rebellion against Japan. The idea of a Re-
public in Formosa is teeated with some derigion
at the State Department.

CHARGE AGAINST A MIDWIFE,

At the Central Criminal Cowrt, London, onSatur.
day, Jane White, a midwife, was indicted on the
Coroner’s inguisition charging her with the wilful
murder of a married womnan named Fisher, the
wife of a medicsl student. Mr. €. F. Gill saiid that
ag the Magistrate had dismissed the charge he did
not propose to proceed further. Mr. Justice Wills
expressed surprise that the coroners jury should
have bronght in such a verdict, as there was an
! absence of uny evidence casting suspicion on the
acensed. A formal verdict of hot guilty having
been entered, the accused was discharged.

The Prince of Wales unveiled the Bishop Pelham
Memorial Throne, in Norwich Cathedral, a lorge
conygregation being present.

EPITOME OF NEWS.

There are 82,222 acres of ruisin vineyards in
California, producing somethini like 80,000,0001b.

In the Lli)lwncery Division Mr. Justice Romer
gave judgment in the case of the North Metro-
politan Tramways Company v. the London County
Council. The plaintitis’ ehief contention was that
the Act of 1370 appliead to the whole of their line,
and nut to portions, so far as convermed the 21
years’ purchase basis; Lut his lordship ruled other-
wire, and gave judgment for the County Cuuncil,
with costs,

Captain Malcolin Burne, of the Royal Sussex
Regiment, whilst out shooting upun a snowy moun-
tuin range at Dalhousie (India), has been killeil by
a hear. The animal had been fired at and wounded
before it attacked the offiecr.

A dispatch from Minsk received at Berlin states
that Count Ostrorog, the richest landowner in the
district of Minsk, was shut dead on Saturday in
the public gardens at Minsk by Baron von
Dzanovicz, a well-known nobleman. The oceur-
rence caused much excizement in the town. Von
Dzanovicz was immediately arcested. £t is be-
lieved that the prisoner was influenved 1o cornmit
the orime by a desire for revenge.

The British India Troopship Jumna, in the
Albert Docks, was on Saturday worning nearly
destroyed by fire.  The saloon and officers’ cabins
were completely gutted, much valuable property
being lost which was not insured. The cause of
the fire i= nuknown,

A Turkish vessel, filled with Mobaounedan pil-
grims, huas gone ashore on a reef about 50 miles
north of Jeddah, The pilgrims, numbering about
700 in all, got safely to land. The vessel will
prubably be a total loss.

Mr. A. K. Stodddart was entertained at a hanguet
at the Café Moaieo, London, on Saturday, by the
Hampsteal Cricket Club, in commemoration of his
successful tour in Australia.  Over 300 sat down,
incluling Mr. W. (i, Grace, who also receivul
numervus congratulations on having scored one
hundred centuries.

Sir Frank Lockwood, M.P., Solicitor-t;eneral,
took the chair on Saturday at the anniversary din-
ner of the Newapaper Press Fund, a gathering held
at the Whitehall Rooms, Londen. Proposing
“ Prosperity to the Fund,” he made a speech,
chiefly humourous, but centaining remarks or::ure
serious tone—as when he referred to the break-
down of journalists through ill-health, and to the
purity and the freatne&-i of the English Press.  The
dinner resulted in the addition of more than
£1,300 to the Fund.

The Duke and Duchess »f York visited the
Crystul Palace, London, on Saturday and distri-
buted the awards made to school children hy the
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals fur essays on ** Kindness to Animals,” A=
many as 93,514 essays were sent in.

Presiding at the annual general court of the
Royal Cambridge Asylum for Soldiers' Widows, the
Commander-in-Chief urged that more regiments
should contribute to the funds of the institution.
The report was adopted.

Three interesting ** comings of age™ were ccle-
brated on Saturdai. The Earl of Cottenham,
recently appointed Master of the Biceater Hounds ;
the Hon. James Boswell Talbot, only son and heir
of Lord Talbot de Malahide; and Mr. Henry
Charles Somerset, only chill of Lady Henry
Somerset, severally attained their majority.

The members of some Catholic societies and
Liberal sssociations came to DLlows in one of the
principal streets at Antwerp on Sunday. The
police dispersed the combatants, making one
arrest. A determdined attempt was made by the
erowd to release the prisoner, and the police were
compelled to charge with drawn awords. Several
persons were arrested,

A prelinminary return of the British Army for the
year 1894 shows that the average effective strength
during the 12 months was 212,121, Of thia numher
143,749 were at home, 37,219 in the colonies and
Egypt, and 76,153 in India. Aceording to the
latest returms received on 1 Jan. of the present
year, the general total at home and abroad was
222 151. .

Annie Moran, Jane Jones, and Isabella Madilen,
all aged 17 years, were charged with theft of
underclothing from u# shep at Birmingham, and
which was pledged by Moran.  Moran was sent to
gaol for a menth ; Jones, who had been previously
convicted, for two months, and Madden was dis-
charged.

At the Brierley Hill petty sessions, on Saturday,
the hearing was resumed of the charge againat Mr.
Albert Billingham, chain manufacturer, of Quarry
Bank, of wrongfully sending a document to Messrs,
Lockwood Bras., Limited, of Sheffield, purporting
to be a certificate that a chain cable hﬁobeen
tested, Simon Raybould, a clerk in his employ,
was churged with writing out the document. The
chain supplied was for the Chittagong Harbour.
For the defence it was contended that the chain
was not cable but mooring chain, and consequently
did not come under the Act. The Bench cum-
mitted  Mr. Billingham to the asaizes, but
adjourned the case against Raybould to allow the

rosecution to consider whether the charge azainst

im should he withdrawn. Bail was allowed,
-Billingham in his own recognisancen of £100.

A horrible affair is reported from Cookstown,
county Tyrone. A farmrer, named Rogers, residing
on Ballybriest Mountain, about six miles from the
town, while bringing in his cattle, was attacked by
a bull. Sume peighbours working in the vicinity,
hearing the old man's cries, ran to his assistance,
but before the bull was driven off Rogers had
received such terrible injuries that he died wlile
being carried to his dwelling.

The death is announced from Pau of Sir Robert
Shaw, Bart. The deceased, who was the fourth
baronet, was born in 1821, and married in 1852
Kate, daughter of the late Mr. William Barton, of
(irove, Tipperary. Sir Robert was at one time
Lieut.-Colonel of the Dublin Militia. He was s
Justice of the Peace and a Deputy-Lieutenant of
County Dublin.

A shocking aceident occurred on Saturday at
Preston. A creeler t amed Arthur Churles Mackley
was cleaning underneath the rollers, when the
engine started.  The spinner, unaware of the lad's
presence, set the machine on with the result that
the unfortunate fellow's head was jambed with the
cage, death being instantaneous.

At Nurman Cross (Huntingtonshire) Petty
Sessions, William Grove, a millwright, of Warwick,
was charged with the wilful murder of William
Small by throwing him inte the River Nene at
Water Newton on the night of 26th January, 1890,
After hearinyg the evidence for the prosecution the
Magistrates dismissed the charge without calling
upon the defence.

As a woman namerd Eleanor Dyet1, daughter of
8 public-house keeper in Irvine, was returning
from one of the works she was struck by a train
running between two buildings aud dragged along
for fully 50 yards. She dieda few hours after,

Mr. John Edmonds, chairman of the West
Hartlepool Old Operatic Band Committee, has met
with a fatal accident near Seaton Carew., He was
travelling by the midnif;ht express Lo Hartlepool,
und while looking out of the carriage window his
head was caught by a passing train, and he was
jerked out on to the line. He died subsequently in
the hospital from the injuries received.

8ir Joseph Renals and the Sheriffs of London are
as furtunate as their immediate predecessors, for
the visit of the sun of the Ameer of Afghanistan to
the City should, according to precedent, give a
baronetey to one and knighthoods to the others.
In this case there can be no doult as to the recep-
tion being strict.lf' official, as it was auggested in a
forma! letter addressed to the Lord Mayur by the
Lord Chamberlain, and nearly all the Royalties in
England are $o be present. ’
Saturday afterncon the Museum which has
been established in the village of Haworth, near
Keighley, as a memorial of the sisters Bronté,
wag formally opened.

The Dean of Durham has recovered from hia
recent illness, which was of & very alarming nature,
and caused by overwork, as Dr. Kitchin has been
exerting himself a great dcal too much in preaching
and sge&kmg, and in connecticn with l}”n.iversity
and Cathedral affairs, since he went north. The
deanery of Winchester is an idea! niche for the
enjoyment of  learned leisure,” whereas Durham
is now a really laborious post, and Dr. Kitchin’s
strength was unequal to the strain which was sud-
denly imposed on'it. The Dean left Durhun last
week for two months of complete rest, and he wil]
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The value of the imports of potatoes i E
yearly is estimated al about £6O0,000. elang
In some parts of the United States ..
between whites and blacks are forbidden |y h"“-f':
A cloud burst which recently visited
County. New York, cutl off all telegraphic o
nication and did great damage to property.
Simon Jacobs, the retiring Uity Triag,
Butte, Montana, committed suicide by gh:r."'
himself through the head. His term of %
expired on the day of hiz death, and it is ry, g
that he is short in his accounts 30,000 d.[l
34,000 dols. hd
Some acientific men assert that in ord
chemical analyria the 120th of » grain prace,.
approaches the lowest limit of determination. A
spectroscope, however, is a0 sensitive that
tell the presence of a substance when the quay,
is, nearly 2,000,000 times less than this, o ':lh
240,000,000th of a grain. A
The Supreme Court of the United States
declared the Income Tax Law to be uncong.
tional in ‘oto. The question was decided e
majority of one. ot
A bill for the punishment of persons engagip.
dlave raiding or trading u-aspediscum:;aﬂnw
German Reichstag on Monday, Dr. Kayser ..
the Colonial Department, stating that it wa .
possible to fix a date for the complete abalitiop
slavery. ?
The 50th anniversary of the departure of v,
John Franklin's Arctic expedition was commer .
ated on Monday by the Royal Geographical Socie,
under whose auspices a visit was paid o insy, .
the Franklin relics at GGreenwich Huspital. In 1y
evening a commemorative meeting was held at 1},
niversity of London, at which addresses wen
delivered by Mr. Clements R. Markham, toe
American  Ambassador, Adwmiral Sir .
MeClineock, Admiral Sir E, Commerell, g
Captain Leclere (French Navy). The Duke ¢
York was among those present.
The Board of Trade have received through
the Consul-General for Sweden and Norway a biy,
calar slass which has been awarded by his Majes,
the King of Sweden and Norway to Mr. D. (.
mour, master of the 5.5. Feliciana, of Glasgow, 4
recognition of his services to the shipwrecked cr
of the Swedish ship Gefion, in November, 1893,
The Legion of Honour pensions—only granted
naval and military men —come this year to a heyy
total. There are 3 (rand Crosees entitled i,
L120 a year cach, 176 grand officers to £50 each
%11 commanders to £40 each, 4,039 officers to £
and 25,441 Kniﬁhts to £12 each, The old soldien
entitled to sma nsions fur military medals nun,
ber 8,199, ve ¥ "
An Englishman named Dalrymple, who b
acted as secretary to Prince de Looz, was tne
before the Correctivnal Tribunal at Ghent on Mer
day, on the charge of committing numerous frac:.
and of having publicly assumed the name of Py
sonby. The charges of swindling were not subeta;
tiated, but the accused was sentenced to
month’s imprisonment for assuming a. false name.
An extensive fire has occurred at St. Albax
{Vermont), Ly which a great number of dwelli
houses have n destroyed. No less than 500 ¢
the inhabitants have heen rendered homeless, ai
the Inss iy estimated at 750,000 dots.

According to the Budapesti Hirtap, M. Szele.
the editor of 8 Hungarian weekly newspaper, whe
is charged with being the author of the recen
stterapt o blow up the monument erected w tin
Austrian General Hentzi at Budapest, has bea
arrested near Annemasse in Haute-Savoie,

On Saturday evening, Mr. W. Collin.. -
journalist, and the chairman of the Gullery C.n
mittee of the House of Commons, was proceeldis
to his home through St. Martin's-lane, Londut
when he was set upun by a couple of roughs, wh.
after badly assaaulting him, contrived to make of
with & valuable gold watch with which the men
bers of the Press Gallery presented Mr. Colling «
shert time since, in recogmition of the servie
which he had rendered them. It is supposed tha
the uutrag}:a was committed by some otp & gang v
rutfizny who infest the neighbourhood.

Mrs. Murton, a Bolton lady, lately residing «
Silverdale, has bequeathed £32,000 ‘ench to !
Bolton [nfirmary, the British and Foreign Dite
Society, Church Missionary Society, and th
Church Pastoral Aid Sociefy, this being the
residue nf her estate after meeting legacies an!
claima,

A depuiation from the Central Poor-law Confer
ence will in a few days wait on the president of tbe
Local Giovernment Board to ask for “*a thuroug
inquiry into the question of vagrancy, either be
means of a parliamentary or a departments
committee, with a view to secure uniformity in the
treatment of casual paupers,”

While walking past the Buckingham Pales
Mews, Londen, on Sunday afternoon, Sir Charie
Clifford, formerly member of parliament for many
years for Newport, Isle of Wight, was siezed wito
sudden illness and way unable to proceed. A
ennstable came to his assistance and at length be
sutticiently rallied o be assisted into a cab sni
conveyed to his residence where the effect of the
seizure gradually passed off.

A party. eonsisting of six Ruasian noblemen.
headed by Count Alexis Bobringsky, and acom
panied by about a dozen servants, all sharpshouie
admirably equipped, left Moscow about a wWed
ago for t.hce("amir region, with the intention
riding along the new frontier between Russia axi
British termitory.

On Monday morning at Blackfriars Bridge. »
respectable-looking young man committed suicii
by jumping from the upper parapet into tx
Thames ; the tide being strong at the time, he v
awept to the lower side. He atruggled desperatel:.
and endeavoured to grip one of the abutments. 3
police-constable rowed 1o rescucd him. but
unfortunste man sank just as the constable we
within reach. He was abous 25 years of age.

The butler at Gaywood Hall, near Lynn, on N
day, took up a gun and in sport pointed it st A
Lucas, one of the housemaids. 'H:e gun went o
and the bullet struck the girl in the neck.

The Bishop of Durham, in a circular letter 1o ihe
clergy und laity of his diocese, says : ** The desir
for the reunion of Christendom must he welcome
by all as the voive of God. We cannot mx #
present how the desire can be accomplished, bo
we believe it answers to God's will, which canp®
fail in the end.”

An army pensioner named Moas, who had bet
di.scllarge({&s corporal from the Roval Enginees
committed suicide on Monday by hanging him=l
in the married quarters at South Camp, Aldersh
Bince lesving the army he had been employed
storekecper under the Lands Department of ¢
Royal Engincers in Stanhope Lines. The pot
fellow, who was well known in camp, had sufferd
terribly from gout, and it is believed that M
feared he woulf lose his situation.

The Lody of Mr. James M‘Donald, solivitdf
Greenock, was found under a hridge over a stres®
on High Inverkip-road, Greenock, on Monusf
morning. He had cut his throat, nearly severiné
the head from the body. The deceased had Iee?
in desponding apirits for some weeks, cauved b
insowinia, lg'le was about 44 years of a®
anmarried, and was admitted a member of tH
Greenock Faculty of Procurators in 1873,

Major G. W. Addison, of the Board of Trade ®
partment, reporting as to the accident wh
occurred on March 23, at New Station, Leeds, sff
the aceident was caused by a London and Nerd
Western Company’s light engine running inte ¢
North-Eastern train from Newcastle. Noont *¥
injured. Major Addison is of opinion that ‘h:
accident was due to great carelessness on the p*~
of the driver of the light engine, and he furt
states that the present arrangement of signals i™
atisfactory.

The telephone now connects Poulouse with Fa™
Marseilles, and Bordeaux. At the banquet 8‘“’"}
to commemorate the event, the toast in hopow ¢
the President of the Republic was teleph™®
direct to the Elyaée hy Mr. Ozenne, President *
the Toulouse Chamber of Commerce, ]

The diplomatic body at Madrid were pot invited
to the Court banquet given in honour of the ."""3
King's birthday, use the rank to be a
10 its members in celebrations in the Rayal Fals®
bas not been provided for in the Court etiq“etw:
and it was desired to avoid wounding the 5“’“'?(‘;’
bilities either of any of the diplomatic body o
any of the high Spanish dignitaries, The fﬂ"ﬁ:
representatives and their suites will coﬂ@e_‘l“"":'“l'l
be invited hy the Queen Regent to a specisl &

A

spend his boliday at How House, Conistor. Lake,

dianar.




